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The last time I was here was on the occasion of the dedication 
of this wonderful school. I've been from one end of this country 
to another telling people about the amazing, wonderful school system 
in Cloquet, particularly this Senior High School. And I want to ex
press again my thanks for the reception you gave me. 

I \-Jant to get right down to business because this is a busy day 
for you, and we're here on very important business. We're here on 
the businesa of your future. And that includes the overwhelming 
majority of this audience. I am talking to a group of young people 
to whom the year 2,000 is just around the corner. Now as far as I 
am personally concerned, I am looking forward to the year 2,000, hut 
I can't t)8t on it, even though I've got a couple of bottles of 
Geritol stashed away, but at least 85% of this audience will be 
alive and in the prime of life at the year 2,000. 

Now some scientists tell us that by the year 2,000, unless 
we change our ways, that will be the beginning of the end. And I 
must say candidly that other civilizations have disappeared. So 
don't think that ours is eternal, necessarily. So you have to be 
quite objective about it and realistic. 

Now what has happened recently is a whole new av1areness of 
what we call ecology, the delicate balance in nature which God 
Almighty, or Divine Providence, or nature put together f c.·r us. \ve 
have been interrupting this balance ever since man put hi s feet upon 
the earth. We often talk about Minnesota, the land of ten thousand 
lakes and the sky blue water. Now I ask you very frankly, how many 
l~kes have sky blue water today? We've talked about our beautiful 
rivers and our virgin forests and we've had a hard battle even pre
serving some of these forests. Thank goodness since the days of 
Theodore Roosevelt and others -- early pioneers in conservation 
\ve have done a better job in reforestation. vj e 've talked about 
great rolling pr8i~ies, our magnific~~ t fields -- America the 
beautiful. And for years we let our l e.nd erode and corrode. For
tunately, during the days of the Depression we learned something 
about it and we've done something about soil conservation. 

But the big problem today is not just the land or \.;rater or air, 
but it's the people. I want to talk to you about what I hope is 
not going to be just a passing fancy -- a fad. I read somewhere 
that success is a man who wished to succeed and worked; a failure 
is a man who wanted to succeed and just wished. Now I don't want 
to stand here this morning with you and wish that we had a better 
world. I want to work at it. And I want you to work at it. How 
many of you remember the fads of the Freedom Riders in Appalachia, 
the sit-ins, the Freedom Mar~h, and all the things that students 
were doing here about ten years ago in the early 60's for the Civil 
Rights movement? And now we find that the job i3 not done, and a lot 
of that's just forgotten. And here we are with this sudden new 
recognition of our ecological concerns which I hope will not cause 
us to forget, neglect or ignore the pursuit of other critical areas 
of human environment. Environment is not only the air we breathe, 
the water we drink, or the land that we touch, it is where we live, 
our neighborhoods, our cities. It is the environment of violence 
in this country, crime and lawlessness, the problems of unemployment 
and an unstable economy, the problems of race relations, which surely 
provide an environment in America and not too healthy a one at this 
moment, the problems of the arms race, and the increasing inter
national tension under which our young ~~erican men and women live 
every day of their lives. 
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1 . 
i That's environment -- the environment of tension, the en-
1 vironment of noise and congestion if you live in the city. Harlem 

is a good example of sueh congestion. The population density in 
Harlem is so dense that if all the other four boroughs of New York 
City had the same density of population as Harlem, you could put all 
two hundred million Americans in the other four boroughs of New York. 
One block in Harlem hes more people than many a county in Minnesota. 
In Brooklyn, 22,000 people can live in one housing complex. I grew 
~p in a community that had 10,000 people in the whole town.' 

' 

These, you see, are some of the concerns that I speak of when 
I talk about environment. We can do something about this. I don't 
think you inspire people to succeed by pointing out failures. I 
do think the only reason we should list our problems is to increase 
our awareness of them and to marshal the resources to do something 
about them. And we have the resources. We've made amazing progress 
in the last decade with all our problems. Don't give up and don't 
let anyone sell you a bill of goods that this country can't do what 
it wants to do. I'll tell you what it takes. It takes the same 
kind of attitude that made this country a great country and we can 
make it even greater. You have to pledge your lives, i.f need be 
your fortunes, and your sacred honor to this effort. That's the 
way things started in this country, not with a halfway pledge. There 
is no room for halfway ef~orts anymore. We have to get in there and 
pitch. 

I' 11 bet most of yol,l never heard the word "ecology" mentioned 
until the last two or three years. NO't-1 it' :il everywher.e and what it 
~ans is a "balance in the forces of 11ature" -- the .delicate balance. 
Jus~ as balance is required in the forces among the nations of the 
world and ne~ded in your own personality, so that you are not hung 
up one day and dragging around the next day and tearing yourself 
apart. 

What are some of the facts we face as a nation 1 Remember that 
everything I talk about has to be put in dimensions of the world, 
because the world's getting smaller every day. And nothing is ever 
lost. Energy is never lost, it is just transformed. While it may 
be used in electrical energy, or fire, or in decomposition, the 
force of energy i& still here. It just exists in different forms. 
Things are related. What happens in:India affects us and what 
happens to us affects India. And the degree of pollution is directly 
related to the number of people and their standard of living. We 
pollute, per person, in the United States, more than any other people 
in the world, because we have more. t-~ow we could say "there are eight 
hundred and fifty million Chinese. Look what they're doing to the 
world." Or, "There ere five hundred million people in In4ia, look 
what they're doing to the world." They're not doing much. They 
don't have many beer cans. They don't have ~any milk cartons. They 
don't drive many automobiles. Each American today has energy avail
able to him equivalent to five hundred slaves . And in the last fifty 
years, the amount of energy available to us by machines and electricity 
has increased 300%. And we're using it up. 6% of the world's popu
lation consuming 40% of the world's goods. And lots of it we waste. 

Each year two hundred million tons of smoke and fumes are 
spewed out in the atmosphere in the United States. Every time I go 
to Wold-Chamberlain Airport and see those jets take off, I'm reminded 
of what they're doing to us. They cause a hundred and five tons of 
~umes per day in the District of Columbia, Washington, D.C. They can 
put an adaptor on those engines and take out 90% of the fumes, but it 
costs a little bit. I have talked to the Federal Aviation Administra
tion for months. Write them a letter and say why aren't you doing 
something about it, because it's technically and engineeringly 
feasible. 
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The internal combustion engine -- that's your car -- causes 
60% of all the air pollution. I was in Phoenix, Arizona, the other 
day. When I was there ten years ago, it was just beautiful. Now 
there's smog all over the place. I was in Mexico City three years 
ago and the air was reasonably clean. Today you can choke to death. 
You may recall that in London in the early 50's they had a number 
of deaths from air pollution, and the government of Britain ordered 
no more soft coal to be burned as well as restrictions on burning 
trash and they enforced the law. They reduced the air pollution 
by over 75%. Today London has purer and cleaner air than any city 
in the United States. For better than twenty-five years, not a fish 
was ever caught in the Thames River in London, destroyed by in
dustrial pollutants. This year fish cameback into the river. 

The St. Louis River could be one of the most beautiful rivers 
in Minnesota. It's polluted and we've got to do something about it. 
We could make a great recreation area out of this and make it worth
while for generations yet unborn. 

There are many types of pollution -- smogs, oxidants, etc. Let 
me give you an example. Recent studies show that soog out in 
California is killing a hundred thousand acres cf Ponderosa and 
Jeffrey pine trees in San Bernadino National Forest near Los Angeles 
every year, ruining a whole area of our natural environment. Air 
pollution is a serious threat to our health. Our waters are being 
polluted by sewage, chemicals, and therre.::1l and radioisotope 
pollution. Fish kills because of chemical, sewP.ge, and thermal wastes 
have become numerous. I want young ~ericans in th i s audience to go 
around this beautiful state and see what's happened to our lskes~ 
See the algae, th~ weeds, and ask why, why, why? There are reasons 
for it. Ten years ago that wasn't the c~se. I live out by a little 
lake called Lake Waverly. Ten years age, you could drink ";.;rater out 
of that l ak~ . Within the last three years, it's been so close to 
permanent pollution, that no one would dare touch it, and it has 
become a pile of weeds and gr.een algae and this will increase unless 
we treat it year after year. And what we're treating it with may 
hurt it more than what was in it. Do you want to see every lake in 
Minnesota like this? Of course you don't. And you are going to 
have to see that something is done about it. 

Now pollution from radioisotopes which is exactly t.;rhat they're 
talking about in the lunnesota rivers today from nuclear power 
plants can kill off marine life. Now our oceans are in jeopardy. 
You wouldn't think this could happen to the oceans. I have traveled 
to every continent and I have seen what is happening to the ocean 
waters. You fly over the vast expanse of the Pacific and Atlantic 
and there's a belt of smog all the way across the Pacific and 
Atlantic Oceans. They've become dumping grounds these oceans for 
garbage and scientists now estimate that in another fifty years the 
oceans will be totally polluted and washing their waste into the 
estuaries along our coastlines. 

And tmat about our subsurfac l?.. water? That's where our well 
water will come from. Industry is dumping toxic waste down deep 
wells by injection and we're now finding out that brine waste in
jected deep in the waters of Canada have already erupted in Michigan. 
In Texas, sweet wells have been poisoned and sewer lines have broken 
under high pressure of waste that's been injected into underground 
channels. 

Pesticides, DDT, 245T, 24D -- these are pesticides and herbicides. 
We find that about 800 to a 1,000 people die each year from them and 
80 to 90 thousand are seriously injured each year. In some instances 
farm workers have been killed instantly by just a few drops of 
deadly chemicals that are used to protect plant life, as they take 
human life. 
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\-Ihat about the upper atmosphere? Everybody has said "Hell, 
if we can just get a gc·od windstorm, we can just blow it out." 
Well, the trouble :s t ha t it only goes up so far. For awhile 
people thought that if you could just get it up high enough, it 
would all go out into space. But the fact of the matter is, that 
we found it doesn't go into space. We have been collecting a belt 
of radioactive material about twelve miles up and that is one 
reason why we stopped the nuclear tests, because of the deadly 
str ontirum ~a. The Nuclear Test Ban Treaty of 1963 is one of the 
greatest pollution control devices or control agreements that 
we've had. No longer do nations test in the atmosphere, except 
the Chinese and the French. They are still testing and every time 
they test your life is shortened. Remember that you live in what 
we call the Northern Belt, and the Northern Belt has a movement 
of air that brings the strontium 90, the radioactive particles 
from any test in any part of the Northern Hemisphere right into 
Minneso t a , Montana, and al l across the United States of America. 
The only ne.rt of the globe that has any protection et all is in 
the deen ~' o·:th in what we c .:=t:!.J. t~'le Southern Zen'=· T\-iO years ago 
\\le signed ~·;:Bt \\le c all the Nuclear Ncnproliferation Treaty to 
prevent ot~~r nations from starting to test and build ing their own 
weapons. 

Now what's the answer to all thisZ toJe've been designing 
laws and regulations for a long time. The fi=st major Federa l 
Water Pol l ution Control Act was passed in 1899, the Rivers and 
Ha r ])ors Act. It was designed to c l ean U? the ::efuse in New York 
harbor. Pnder t hat act, a number of cour t cases have been filed 
-- 400 cases as ~matter of fact. rhey even filed a case ci t ing 
this act do•·m in r.:.,;:y Biscayne Bay. I don 1 t kno~\1 if th~t ' s because 
the President is down there occasion:;lly, but they have a r.uit 
down there on thermal pollution, putting hot waters into t:1e Bay 
which results in killing the fish. This act ,;.;~as upheld in 1966 in 
the cour t case Standard Oil vs. the United States, which prevents 
oil from being put into our waters . Now listen to what the penalty 
was, though -- $250.00. Do you :.:!1irt1.c Standard Oil could afford it? 

Then there was the Oil Pollution Control Act of 1924 which pro
vided penalties of $2,500 or impr isonme~t up to a year for dumping 
oil into the naviuab le wate~s of the United States. Very ineffective 
laws. 

In 1948 -- now we're getting up in this century -- the first 
important Federal Water Pollution Contro l Act was introduced and 
it provided for the development of sew3ge disposal plants which 
you have today and that take care of organic waste, but do not 
take care of chemical waste. And the greatest threat to life today 
is stated to be by microbiologists, not organic waste, but chemical 
industrial waste. We have not yet developed the kind of treatment 
facilities for chemical industrial, non-organic waste that really 
works. Dr. Rene Dubois, one of the world's leading microbiologists 
and Nobel Prize \·7inner told me that the plants we are presently de
signing, while important, were technically engineered long before 
the so-called detergent that ladies like to use so much. And we 
are having problems because you want to get that shirt a little 
whiter. Because the simple fact of the matter is today that many 
of these detergents are polluting the streams, polluting our water 
supplies and cannot be handled by our modern sanitation systems. 

A very distinguished Minnesotan was the first man to intro
duce legislation relating to water pollution control in 1956. 
And, of course, prophets go without honor in their own country. 
But let it be a m~ter of record that the first man who introduced 
major pollution control legislation and took a beating for it be
cause of being considered a zealot and radical, was the congressman 
from this district, John Blatnik. He was the author of the major, 
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basic piece of legisJ.Ation that offers any hope for water pollution 
control. It provid ed grants to help local colTI!llunitltes build sewage 
disposal plants. Then, in 1961, the same congressman introduced 
another bill to propose a Federal Water Pollution Control Adminis
tration, a separate Federal adminis tration that would exercise 
strict control with strict standards, and, by the way, that 
administration was to affect not only interstate water, but intra 

intra -- within the state. 26,000 bodies of fresh \vater exist 
in the United States and of those only 4,000 are interstate. 

And, by the way, young friends, why don't you ask your county 
commissioners here and your atate legislators and Y-our governor 
and other people why we're letting raw setvage run from homes along 
lakeshores in lakes. They have no right to do this. What would 
you think if somebo~y came up and decided to empty their toil E:t 
in your front yard? I'll tell you the police would be right on 
them. Every lake in this state is part of your front yard. When 
people start polluting the air, polluting the rivers, dumping their 
sewage into the lakes and rivers, spewing up their St110ke and fu~ne s 
into the atmosphere, what they're really doing is taking a gre st 
big garba3e truck and just driving up t o your house nnd dumping it. 
And if they did that, somebody w·ould s CJy , "Well, look at that person." 

We ll, we have been doing something about this. We've es
tablished a water laboratory in Duluth. There is also new legis
lation, the Federal Water Pollution Control Act of 1965. I men
tion these things quickly and I want you to look into them. 

Let's talk a little more about air pollution. The first 
legislation in a major sense was introduced in 1965. .t\nd the 
automobile industry came down to Washington. I was there and they 
said "We cannot have this legislation forced upon us to compel us 
to put on pollution control devices." I was taken to a laboratory, 
while Vice President, where I was told how difficult it would be to 
develop such a device. They said, 11You know what it's going to 
mean don't you, Mr. Humphrey? It'~ going to raise the price of a 
car from twenty-five to forty dollars." I've seen car prices go 
up and I don't hold that against anyone, but what a bad argument. 
The smoke from one of these big buses is equivalent to an indi
vidual smoking a hundred cartons of cigarettes if he were to 
breathe it in. Smoking is another problem. The odds are that if 
you persist in smoking you will have a better chance of getting 
cancer of the lung and emphysema by a factor of about a hundred 
to one. 

Going back to the Clean Air Act of 1965. Now, we know, don't 
we, that we can put devices on automobiles to remove a large amount 
of pollution. We know something else, too, that we can develop a 
low combustion engine. And we can develop gasoline that is not 
leaded. Leaded gasoline is about as harmless as eating strychnine. 
I'm a pharmacist and I know that strychnine is not healthy for you. 
Because breathing in leaded gasoline is accumulative, like arsenic. It 
never leaves you. Just gets in .your lungs and stays right there 
and starts gnawing at them lik 2 an acid. Now we found that out, 
but it was keptout of the public domain for a long time. 

viell, you might say, "If everybody kno\vS all this, why 
haven't we done something about it? " Mainly because we've let 
things happen before we did anything about the pollution. An 
example was just given to you. We told the automobile industry 
to develop these devices to control pollution as soon as it was 
practical and feasible. And they never found the time to do it. 
Now I happen to know after one solid year of controversy with the 
Federal Aviation Administration that we now have engines for jets 
that take out 90% of the smoke, the fumes, of all the carbon you 
see spewing out over this country. In Washington, D.C., the 
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average cost per household increase because of pollution from air 
traffic is $200.00 for cle3ning and wear and t~ar because much of it is like an acid that eats right into you and the fabrics. Now, if I were to tell tbGt s ome group of people in Washington that 
they had to increase their taxes by $20.00 per year in order to control air pollution, they'd say "Get rid of that big spender, 
that fellow who wants to tax us." You're being taxed every day. 
Every day that your life is being shortened, you are being taxed. Every day sickness is the greatest tax on a human being there is. 
The rise in the rate of emphysema and the rise in the rate of lung cancer in this country is more costly than any single item in the 
Federal budget, save the defense budget. 

The State of Mi-nnesota is nov1 in a row with the Federal 
govP.rnm~nt and I wsat you to know, despite the fact that I've been with that Federal government for a long tiwe, I think our state is right. The State is involved i u a pollution controversy relating 
to the discharge of radioisotopes in Minnesota's st.£ t.e waters by nuclear power plants. And they're arguing with the E'erle:: al Atomic Energy Commission as to which standards ought to prevail. And 
because our state took the initiative., the entire struc ture of Federal standards today is being reviewed, because somebody cared, because somebody blew the whistle. I want to remind this young audience that the standards we have for atomic energy -- disposal of atomic energy waste -- were standards that were arrived at 20 years ago, and have little or no relevancy to modern need s and 
modern science. And, fortunately, because seventeen other states have now joined with us, we are on the way to doing sorr.ethi~about it. 

Now, it's easy to look for ville1ins in this environmental 
thing. Everybody likes to point to the other guy. I noti ced the other day that a group of young students at the University of Michig.;:n. got their hammers out, steel saws, and bats and beat up an old 1959 Ford. They said it was symbolic. I said ''What does it symbolize?" They said "~-Jell, the automobile, it's a polluter. 
~ole were just beating it up, killing it off." I said "No, the automobile is not a polluter." You know, I've got an old Ford parked in my garage. It hasn't polluted anything. Caused a little trouble with Mrs. Humphrey. She wants the garage space. A car becomes a pollutor when you get into it -- when the motor moves. It's man that pollutes. It isn't the product, it's we the people. And we can go around here and point to the paper company, the power company, the steel company, the soap company. \Je can point to all of them and they do -- all of us have some guilt. And I want to say here in the presence of industry, and industrial representatives that the time ~or 
talking about what we are going to do about pollution is over. 
The time to act is now. And we are going to have to act precisely on the basis of the information that we have and the research that we're doing, and to expand that research. And this is part of the Federal government to expand that research. So, I repeat to you, it's easy to find villains. It's harder to reach a rational, mature recognition of our shar~d guilt. The road back to environmental health is going to be a long one and an expensive one. Volunteers in the battle against pollution are welcome. We even need a few speechmakers. Short termers won't help. Are you willing to sign up for a long hitch? Are you willing to commit more than your 
enthusiasm? Are you willing to pay a little higher price on 
occasion? Are you willing to pay higher taxes? Are you willing to have Federal appropriations to put some inspectors on to see that these oil digging rigs off the coastlines don't spew oil into our waters? Are you willing to put up some funds for some great research laboratories? Are you willing to have something done about your tax structure to give incentives to industry? Are you willing to put penalties on the polluters? Because if you're willing to make this commitment, then let's change from the rhetoric and get down to reality. 
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I recommend that the President and the Congress establish 
by resolution and Ex-ecctive Order the decade of the 1970's as 
the decade of people, environment and peace, because they're all 
tied in together. And for lack of a better phrase, call it the 
PEP decade. Now an entire decade dedicated to people and how 
they live in their environment -- an entire decade set aside 
to concentrate on the battle of physical pollution of the en
vironment -- a decade born in the frustration of war, and 
dedicated to peace -- that provides meaning for our ultimate 
goal of building together in peace a better world for tomorrow. 

He have four levels on '\'Jhich we can go to work. The local 
level, the state level, the national level and the international 
level. At the local level, it require~ citizens' participation, 
r~~~rds and awards. At the state level, new state laws, strict 
and effective state enforcement. I suggest that we call upon 
every legislature, parti (:u.larly our own, to put at the top of 
its agenda for the legislative sP.ssion of 1971 the i mprovement 
of the physical environment ~nd the laws necessary to do it. 
If our state laws are not up to date, let's find out what we 
can do to make them up to date and let's find out \-.That we can 
do to make them effective. 

At the national level, we should call upon the Congress to 
establish strict standards f or all forms of pollution, standards 
that would prevent economic blackmail where a major employer 
could cest aside the public's interests and put a gun to the 
community's head by threatening to close a plant and put 
thousands of people out of work if that plant is made to conf orm 
to even minim~ pollution abatement measures for air and water. 
This is an anti-social attitude and has no place in modern in
dustry. No business has the right to say that to a community. 
They may have good economic reasons to want to talk to a 
community, but no one should ever threaten a community, par
ticularly when we're dealing with life itself. With Federal 
legislation, companies such as this who apparently have as their 
prime interest their annual profit statement, would find no haven 
of pollution privilege by being able to move to another state 
where pollution requirements are governed by state laws, rather 
than Federal law. I must say with equal candor that it'a also 
the duty of public officials in the community to work with in
dustry to try to prevent that unhappy situation. 

Congress should review every law that we have on the books. 
Every law should be reviewed to bring them up to date and to 
make sure that: penalties for polluters are strong enough and that 
the incentives to industry to take corrective measures are good 
enough. 

At the international level, working through the United Nations, 
we should negotiate treaties and ratify these agreements to protect 
the environment, to establish enforceable standards for clean air 
and clean water and strict rules should be set up to prevent con
tamination of international r ~wcrs and oceans. And we need a U.N. 
Board of Environmental Control. 

Now, up here at home. I '\'lant you to start right here in 
Colquet. I propose a community coalition for clean environment, 
a mobilization of public and private efforts of all age groups 
in all segments.lo coordinate all of the essential efforts in 
such a program, I would suggest that the state through the 
Governor's office or the legislature, establish a citizen's 
advisory board on environment, in which there is industry, lay 
public, labor, young people and interested citizens. An advisory 
board on environment, conservation and recreation. And what state 
has more to offer than we do? The state board would work with 
similar boards at a local level. 
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I want to propose a special honors program for communities 
where the State of Minnesota, after examining their work in the 
field of recreation, conservation, and pollution control, would 
present annE''award for excellence in environmant. I'd like to 
recommend that the State of Minnesota and indeed, the nation, 
start to give E awards -- E awards -- excellence in environmental 
central, and"E 11a\-Jard of a perfectly blue background, like the blue 
of the heavens and the blue waters of Minnesota with a white E that 
shows purity and cleanliness. It could be done and then we'll find 
out which towns and sta tes are doing something. 

I propose another thing tha t regular reports should be issued 
out of the Governor's office as to the beautification of environment 
and protection of our state, including how we're cleaning up auto
mob ile graveyards, "'~-:. at we're doing about our parks, beautificat ion 
of local commu~itie J , and what we' re doing about our neighborhuous, 
I don't want this society, afte~ t en thousand years, when they dig 
around to be labeled in ~onversa t ion as "Apparently everybody just 
lived in their car," or "He seem to find beer cans all 0ver the 
place." 

Well, vJe can do something about that. Let's clean thase things 
up. And I have another suggestion. ~ach community should have 
its own environmental contt·ol offi cer. Now, if you go to Surope, 
you find in every part of a :~uropean community or country, a 
Conservation Office. They have local Conservation Offi:ers out 
around t he country-side. They have local park officers to help 
keep parks t:.p. . Sometimes they're voluntary; sometimes t:he;r' re 
paid. And we've got to call on every youth organization in t he 
state to make improvements in the physical environmeP-t their 
number one task -- starting with our 4H clubs, our Future Farmers, 
our Boys' Clubs, our Girl and Boy Scouts, Guides and so on. 

I would suggest that we propose that radio, television and 
newspapers start including with each weather report, 2ir pollution 
count for their particular community. I'd like to know, not only 
\-7hat kind of weather we're going to have, but what I'm going to 
be breathing during the day -- how much carbon dioxide, monoxide 
-- how much sulfurous gas I am going to be breathing, and I want 
to tell this audienceright now, that if in the large cities of 
America there was an air pollution report each day that you went 
out, you'd do something about it. I might even suggest that tre 
Department of Conservation in this state, together with the 
Water Quality Laboratory in Duluth, could provide a weekly pub
li shed report on water pollution in our l nkes, streams and rivers. 

\-Je ll, that's about what I vlanted to tell you. So I ask this 
question: Can we as a nation entertain the painful possibility that 
our proud effort to conquer nature and to tame the frontier may very 
well have been destructive and can we reverse our course? 

I think the structure of our Federal government needs to be 
reorganized to establish a whole new Department on Environmental 
Control. We take for granted the air that we breathe; we take for 
granted there is an unlimited supply of water and there isn't. As 
a matter of fact, one of the shortest resources in the world today 
is clean water and we take for granted that there is lots of land 
and living space. 

I want you now to take for granted that God Almighty had a 
plan for this e.srth and it was called "ecology," the balance 
between man and his environment. And man has altered that en
vironment, and in some places has altered it to his detriment. 
We have a high standard of living and if we don't watch out, 
we're going to have a higher standard of dying. This is what 
this conference is all about. 
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Adlai Stevenson, in his last address before the United Nations, 
summed it up for us, and listen to this. That is why I've covered 
the international, as well as the local, aspects. These are the 
words of this wonderful, beautiful man: 

"He travel together, passengers on a little space 
ship, our world, dependent on its vulnerable re
sources of air and soil, all committed to our 
safety, to its security and peace, preserved from 
annihilation only by the care, the work (and I 
will add, the love) that we give our fragile craft." 

He reminded us that >'le will be preserved from annihilation 
only by the care, the work, and the love we give this fragile craft. 
And to my young friends who have sho"Ym so much concern these r ecent 
years to a wor ld that "YJould be free of violence, and to the m<::ny 
young peop l e who say today that -.; ~het t t he world needs is love 
rather than hate, and to the young people who say that what we need· 
is to be more concerned and considerate of each oth~r , rather than 
unconcerned or ant agonistic, tJ:.e best way I know hm'l to do it is to 
take care of the air you breathe, t he water you drink, the l and upon 
which you live, and the communi ty i n \•hich you will spend the d2ys 
of your li fe . 
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CLOQUET, Ml NNESOTA 

APRIL 6, 1970 

L In an earlier tim~ the world was wide, and man could 

afford to be p roll i gate../.;;,e had un me as u rabl e oceans, 

unchartered seas, impenetrable forests, trackless desserts --

and more arable land than he could hope to till .. 
~ 

. /-...But over the centuries,
1 

man multiplied, and the 

once limitless earth shrunk to finite limits; LThe last 

hundred years have seen man --with his dramatically 

increased numbers and mobility-- pre-empt almost all 

the habitable areas on our earth .• 
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/,rhe precious ba~e between man and his natural 

environment- a balance that evolved through endless -
ages- has fallen victim to wanton application of 

technological progress. 

L Uncrowded primitive man with his simple technology 

could live at peace with his environment,! But the 

wonders of science and technology --which gave man -
the knowledge and the tools to change and adapt his 

environment-- have done violence to this once 

peaceful relationship. 

" The basic elements that comprise our en vi ron men! -

air, water, and the earth that grows our food -- have 
=- --- .. 
been endangered by man's casual neglect of his natural 

heritage. 
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Man
1 

with his erect posture and dominant i ntelli gence
1 

has en~gered all other species until todayJ in the most 

remote corners of the earth, I ittle plant or ani mal life --
exists save on man's sufference• 

~ Today
7 

highly structured and stable organizations 

of physical elements that have maintained and sustained 

life on our planet are in jeopardy. 

~We know why/ We know about the~ of solid 

waste we dump along our highways each yea~ the 

mountains of trash we toss in incenerators and alleys. 

" We know our automobile exhausts pojson the air-- and 

we know that the people who make the automobiles
1 

and 

the people who produce the materials for the people who 

make the automobiles, poison our air. 
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/.J:e kn~w that we are filling our great waterways 

with IIR' pollutants and that fish are dying in 

our marvelous freshwater lake)' and that the 

once unchartered seas are becoming great garbage -
pits. 

-- ·--~any of us have come lately to this awareness! 

L.., Only a few years ago the~ leaders in the poll uti on 

-were regarded -if they were regarded at all -

as zealots -perhaps even as crackpots -as they warned - . 
of the damage we were willfully doing our natural 

heritage. 
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,.,.."1'u~Mwfovc"tl; +-f•&£t,~ 
/.J.I'sh 'i ne I E§l !IRM:s 65 lllo lab 1511§1 e ss ii!dii Ola Pll 

:i'HIIf fought lonely uphill battles to save our pr.acious ~~ 
natural seashore areas from the increasing depredations .... 
of the developers. 

2., Today, with the fickle perversity of the April weather;., 

public opinion has swung high and wide to encompass 

and surround the serious environmentalists and-- I 

am afraid - to become this ears fad. 

/.. Do not misunderstand: the new awareness and 

concern for our en vi ron me nt is a good and constructive =- -
de'!;lopment.~t there are two aspects of this :]!!en 

Revolution" that cause me grave concern' 
£ a 
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1.""' That it may indeed ble a fad --that, likel•:.t& h' ud•,. 
~ ~·--&.•" 

~~ si~jJ!(Ap.hia and other causes of 

the s1 xties that today seem to be out of 

vogue --this sudden and exhuberant -
concern for environmental problems -
may pass from popularity before the 

tough hard job is really begun, and 

J_~, 
2. That our sudden recognition of 

ecological concerns may cause us -
to forget

1 
i~e or neglect to pursue 

the other critical areas of the human 

environment-- the continuing decay -
of our cities, the increase in crime and -
vi~nce, the problems of unemployment 

and the unstable economy racial 

polanty, the arms race --and so forth. 
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L It is E a' unfortunate that the popular American 

culture so quickly devours and so abruptly for~ets the 

passions of yeste rday,[wn_ethe r we are talking about 

hula hoops or Head Start, rat control or gun control, 

too often we are recall in~ a transitory National 

enthusiasm. t 
-=====-·-4 And I am concerned that we not enter this 

environmental battle wit~ so shallow a commitment.\ 

L.Fo; this business of getting ourselves back into 

fragile bala QE with the natural world is going to 

require a long-range sustained effort by each one of 

us -- and a very personal effort. 

~,, JAAtAuM-"'1 ~ 
--- It ::rza bo ORI •w to support-. Federal legislation. 

-- It fljf('-~ for tough new state .f..U~A ..,.J.-._ 
regul at10ns. 
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..vtu£Aill'.-e.-r 
- - It' !I I th to seek new land fill areas for 

municipal dumps. 

~· ,, ,.~ ..... ,_, 
- """ It a II ' z g': to watch our personal trash --

the empty cigarette package tossed out of the car 

wi ndo~ the tube of sun tan I otion on the beach, 

the paper plates and other refuse from a pleasant 

rural picnic., - t' '.,U..,..,... -
;are go~!o have to go a lot farth,.er, if we are 

to make any real headway in what is basically a battle 
- -

against our own greed. 

L, No pious preachments will win this battle. But a 

bit of self denial can do a great deal. 

"'Americans --- only six percent of the worlds r 
population --consume 40 percent of the worlds produce .• -
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In physical energy alone --the ~gy that softly -
and indirectly li~hts our pleasant dwelling placesJ 

that powers our vehicles of personal and mass transit. 
a 

that he~ and~ and purifies our ai ~ that provides -
our television i maaes and our re*orded and transcribed 

musi <J- that instantly heats our pre-packaged and 

frozen foods~ that runs the hundreds of home hair 

dryers and electric razors and toasters and blendors and -
the multitude of other large and small appliances we 

have become so dependent on-- this energy (according 

to a Fortune magazine calculation) is equal to the muscular 

energy that would be generated if every American man, 

woman, and child had 500 "slaves' ' at his immediate -
disposal. -- -
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' A similar calculation by Buckminster Fuller only three 

decades ago shows that such energy expenditure increased 

over 300 percent in this short time span .... 

( I think we must consider Americans over-indulgent/ 

But self -indulge nee becomes a habi) especially in 

the wake of affluence! Reversing this trend is going to 

requi re some hard choices. 

~Are we willing to sacrifice speed --or wi II we accept 

the horrendous sound of supersonic transports? 

~ Are we willing to have a~-than-pertect white wash

or will we continue to pollute our underground reservoirs 

with the poisonous residues of our washday miracle products? 

~Are we willing to r~n be~erage bottles for refilling---or will we continue to pile up mountains of non-returnable--

and non-disintegratable- bottles and cans in our coast-to - -
coast dumps? 
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L Are we willing to pay higher- taxes-- or ~I we 

continue to allow raw sewage to pour into rivers and --

to Tampa to Louisiana - to pollute our beaches and kill 

m~e lif~~·~6A{;iQww-e:fl:o4?£ede;:al 

i~_JJ:G*-lli~e;eil~$14: 

" Industry is well-~known and ea~ attacked as a 

prime poll uter.J But who is really at fault --the --------· -- ---producer-- or. the consumer without whom there would 

be no produc4, Are we willing to pay higher prices (tor 

some of the cost of getting rid of i nd ustri al pollutants 

must be passed on to the consumer)?*'JIII .ve rnnti'n e 

t 



-12-
0 \ 7 \ \ 

LIt is easy to find villains --the oil companies and the 
• -r 

power plants, the makers of pesticides and the producers 

of defoliants. It is harder to reach a rational and mature 

recognition of our shared guilt --and our mutual 

responsibi I ity for action. 

)J..he road back to environmental health is going to 

be a long one --and an expensive one./ Volunteers in 
• 

the battle against pollution are wei com{.. But short-

termers won't help.~e you willing to sign up for a 

lon,a hitch?L!:.e you wil~to commit more than your 

enthusiasm, more than your rhetorical recognition of 

where we are? -and what must we do? 
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~an we a 

conside d halt to 
t -

Adlai Stevenson, in his last address at the United 

Nations, said it beautifully: 
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spaceship, dependent on its vulnerable 

resources of air and soil; all committed 

for our safety to its security and peace; 

preserved from annihilation only by the 

care, the work, and, I will say, the love 

we give our fragile craft." 
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THE HONORABLE HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

CLOQUET HIGH SCHOOL 

APRIL 6, 1970 

~IF YOU ARE READY AND WILLING TO MAKE THIS COMMITMENT •• - -
••• THEN LET'S CHANGE FROM RHETORIC TO REALITY ••••• LET US CON-

CENTRATE ON SOME POSITIVE AND IMMEDIATE STEPS THAT CAN BE 

TAKEN ••••• STEPS THAT WILL NOT ONLY HAVE A VISIBLE IMPACT ON 

MANY OF OUR ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS, BUT WILL MOST CERTAINLY 

WIDEN THE SCOPE OF ACTIVE COMMUNITY AWARENESS TO THIS VERY 

CRITICAL SITUATION NOW CONFRONTING OUR SOCIETY. 

~I RECOMMEND THAT THE PRESIDENT AND THE CONGRESS ESTABLISH 

THE 1970s AS THE DECADE OF PEOPLE, ENVIRONMENT AND PE&*E - THE -"PEP" DECADE.aLAN ENTIRE DECADE DEDICATED TO PEOPLE •.••• RECOG-______ _.._.~ . 

NIZING DIGNITY OF THE INDIVIDUAL'S HUMAN RIGHTS ••••• AN ENTIRE 

DECADE SET ASIDE TO CONCENTRATE ON THE BATTLE THAT MUST BE FOUGHT 

AGAINST POLLUTION ••••• AND A DECADE BORN IN THE FRUSTRATIONS OF WAR 

AND DEDICATED TO A PEACE THAT PROVIDES MEANING FOR OUR ULTIMATE 

GOAL OF BUILDING TOGETHER IN PEACE A BETTER WORLD FOR TOMORROW. 



WE Stll ~ HAVE FOUR 

LEVELS WHAT CAN YOU DO AT THE LOCAL LEVEL; WHAT CAN 

YOU DO AT THE STATE LEVEL; WHAT CAN YOU DO AT THE NATIONAL 

LEVEL; AND THEN, OF COURSE, THE FINAL -- WHAT CAN YOU DO 

AT THE INTERNATIONAL LEVEL.~! LOCAL LEVEL IT REQUIRES 

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION, REWARDS AND AWARDS; AT THE STATE 

LEVEL IT REQUIRES m es- STATE LAW, STRICT AND UfA~ .. I 
STATE ENFORCEMENT. 

( 1) L WE SHOULD CALL UPON EYERY LEGISLATURE TO PUT AT THE 

TOP OF ITS AGENDA FOR THE LEGISLATIVE SESSION STARTING 1971 

THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT~ 

" 
(1,.) AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL WE MUST CALL UPON THE CONGRESS 

TO ESTABLISH STRICT STANDARDS ON ALL FORMS OF POLLUTION ••••• 

STANDARDS THAT WOULD PREVENT THE FAMILIAR ECONOMIC BLACKMAIL ... -
WE HAVE BEEN EXPOSED TO HERE IN MINNESOT.<) WHERE A MAJOR 

EMPLOYER CASTS ASIDE THE PUBLIC INTEREST AND PUTS A GUN TO THE -
COMMUNITY'S HEAD BY THREATENING TO CLOSE HIS PLANT AND PUT 
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THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE OUT OF WORK IF MADE TO CONFORM TO EVEN 

/A~.:.T..IT~1iiilim-.a•=·t~~ THE CONGRESS SHOULD REVIEW EVERY 

LAW REGARDING THE ENVIRONMENT THAT IS NOW ON THE BOOKS. 

~THESE LAWS SHOULD BE UPDATED ••••• MAKE SURE THE PENALTIES FOR 

POLLUTERS ARE STRONG ENOUGH .•••• AND EQUALLY IMPORTANT/ MAKE 

SURE THE INCE~ITIVES TO TlLKE COIL~CTIVE MEASURES TO STOP 

POLLUTION ARE REALISTIC IN TERMS OF TODAY'S LONG RANGE COR-

PO RAT ' PLANNING. 

~ AT THE INTEru~ATIONAL LEVE~a WORKING THROUGH THE 

·uNITED NATIONS, WE SHOULD NEGOTIATE AND RATIFY TREATHS AND 

AGREE~lliNTS TO PROTECT THE ENVIRO~~NTI TO ESTABLISH ENFORCEABLE 
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STANDARDS FOR CLEAN AIR; STANDARDS FOR CLEAN WATER; AND 

STRICT RULES AND REGULATIONS TO PREVENT CONTAMINATION OF 

INTERNATIONAL RIVERS AND THE OCEANS. 

~ A UNITED NATIONS BOARD OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL 

SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED TO SUPERVISE AND MONITOR ALL ENVIRON-

~NTAL CONTROL EFFORTS. ".. 

~~"~ ..... ~~--
[ 

1:;" ~ ~ I PROPOSE A COMMUNITY COALITION FOR A CLEAN ENVIRON-

~~ MENT -- A MOBILIZATION OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE EFFORTS OF ALL 

AGE GROUPS AND ALL SEGMENTS OF THE SOCIETY. 

l. WE NOW HAVE AN URBAN COALITION IN OUR MAJOR CITIES, 

BUT THE COMMUNITY COALITION FOR A CLEAN ENVIRONMENT WOULD BE 

MUCH BROADER AND COULD GO INTO EVERY PART OF THE STATE AND 

BEYOND THE STATE, TO THE NATION. 
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~TO COORDINATE ALL OF THE ESSENTIAL EFFORTS IN SUCH 

'" A PROGRAM) I SUGGEST THAT THE S~TE ESTABLISH A CITIZENS' .. ADVISORY BOARD ON ENVIRONMENT, CONSERVATION AND RECREATION. 

~THIS STATE BOARD WOULD WORK WITH SIMILAR BOARDS ORGANIZED IN 

EACH COMMUNITY THROUGHOUT MINNESOTA TO ESTABLISH LOCAL 

sTANDARDs ,.. ws:r, .,1 As WELL As., PROVIDING G!LIDANCE, 
<c 

INFORMATION AND DIRECTION TO ITS LOCAL CITIZENS AND INDUSTRY• 

L THIS IS WHAT WE REALLY MEAN BY "CITIZEN PARTICIPATION" IN THE 

POLITICAL AND S~CIAL LIFE OF THE COUNTR~LET'S TAKE POLITICS 

TO THE PEOPLE -- WHEN I SAY POLITICS, I MEAN THE WHOLE CON• 
CEPT OF PUBLIC POLICY AND ITS IMPLEMENTATION TO THE PEOPLE. 

~ I PROPOSE A SPECIAL HONORS PROGRAM FOR OUR COMMUNITIES 

WHERE THE STATE OF MINNESOTA WOULD PRESENT AN "E" AWARD FOR 

"EXCELLENCE IN ENVIRONMENT". 

LIKEWISE, THERE SHOULD BE A REGULAR REPORT ISSUED OUT 

OF THE GOVERNOR'S OFFICE AS TO RESULTS IN BEAUTIFICATION AND 



ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION OF OUR STATE ••••• THE RESULTS OF WHAT 

LOCAL COMMUNITIES ARE DOING IN THEIR PARKS, AROUND CITY HALL ----J 
AND IN THE NEIGHBORHOODS ••••• INCLUDING HOW WE ARE CLEANING 

UP THE AUTOMOBILE GRAVEYARDS, HOW WE'RE CLEANING UP ALONG 

ROADSIDES. - ._ 

~ EACH COMMUNITY SHOULD HAVE AT LEAST ONE APPOINTED 

OFFICER, VOLUNTARY OR PAID, THAT WOULD SERVE LIKE A LOCAL 

CONSERVATIONIST OR ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICER. 

IN THE EUROPEAN COUNTRIES THERE ARE LOCAL FORESTERS 

AND LOCAL CONSERVATIONISTS THAT HAVE RESPONSIBILITY FOR A 

PARTICULAR AREA,l.WE CAN DO THE SAME THING HERE IN OUR RE.

SPECTIVE CITIES. THIS MAN CAN BE THE CHAIRMAN OF THE LOCAL 

CITIZENS' BOARD ON ENVIRONMENT, CONSERVATION AND RECREATION. 

~ ~ SHOULD CALL ON EVERY YOUTH ORGANIZATION IN THE ~ 
STATE TO MAKE IMPROVEMENTS OF THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT THEIR 

NUMBER ONE TASK. BOY SCOUTS, BOYS'CLUBS, FUTURE FARMERS AND 

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS GIRL GUIDES, CUBS, BLUEBIRDS, ETC. 
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I PROPOSE THAT TH\ RADIO, TELEVISION ~ NEWSPAPiRS 

START INCLUDING WITH EACH WEATHER REPORT A DAILY AIR POLLUTION 

COUNT FOR THEIR PARTICULAR COMMUNITY. 

Lcnw. IWORMAT 1 2iW 8Mt B8 Iiti AZQI~ AOAiln\iUs£ ~M THE 

C_2LLE@F£' ~VERSITIFf ?ilWGHB eiT¥ -~ QQmgy £:0I.ye.TION 

~~~-~~~~~HESE AIR POLLUTION REPORTS WOUL I I ROVIDE AN 

ACCUMULATIVE COUNT OF 

IN THE AIR YOU BREATHE ALL OF THIS 

75 MICROGRAMS WHICH IS THE 

Y CONCERNED WHEN THEY FIND -- AS ·H._EY DO IN THE .. 

RIGHT NOW -- THAT THESE DAILY COUNTS 

MORE THAN 20% ABOVE THIS LEGAL LIMIT OF 75. 

~ THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION IN THIS STATE --

TOGETHER WITH THE WATER QUALITY LAB IN DULUTH SHOULD 
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PROVIDE A WEEKLY PUBLISHED REPORT OF WATER POLLUTION 

IN THE LAKES, STREAMS AND RIVERS OF THIS STATE. 

/ 

CH AS THIS WOULD POINT 

NEEDING IMMEDIATE CON NTRATION ON SUCH CORRECTIVE 

BECOMES TOO LATE. 

THIS WOULD ALLOW 

AND TAKE REMEDIAL STEPS BEFORE IT 

####### 



-
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IF YOU ARE READY AND HILLING TO H£1o0TAid ln~~ITHENT •••• THEN LET'S 

CHANGE FROH RHETORIC TO RE..<.\.L I TY •... LET US CONCENTRATE ON SOME POS-

ITIVE AND I~lliEDIATE STEPS THAT CAN BE TAKEN ...• STEP S THAT WILL NOT 

ONLY HAVE A VISIBLE IHPACT ON :t-u'u~Y OF OUR ENV I ROt\TMENTAL PROBLEMS, 

BUT WILL MOST CERTAINLY WIDEN THE SCOPE OF ACTIVE COM}IDNITY AWARE-

NESS TO THIS VERY CRITICAL SITUATION NOW CONFRONTING OUR SOCIETYd' 

I PROPOSE TK~T THE ~~IO, TELEVISION At\~ NEWSPAPERS START INCLUDING 

WITH EACH vlliATHER REPORT A DAILY AIR POLLUTION COUNT FOR THEIR 

PARTICULAR COMM[IT~IT~ THE INFORMATION CAN BE READ ILY MADE AVAILABLE , 
FROM THE COLLEGES Al~ UNIVERSITIES OR THE CITY Al~ COUNTY POLLUTION 

ABATEMENT BOARDS. THESE AIR POLLUTION REPORTS WOULD PROVIDE AN 

ACCUMULATIVE COUNT OF THE TOTAL OF MICROGRA11S OF SOLID MATTER IN 

THE AIR YOU BREATHE IN THE PRECEDING 24 HOURS . ALL OF THIS WOULD BE 

REPORTED IN RELATION TO THE 75 MICROGRA:t-IS Wcl iCH IS THE ESTABLISHED 

LEGAL MAXil~ Al~AL AVERAGE. DO THIS ONE LITTLE THING AND YOU'D 

SOON SEE AN OTHERWISE APATHETIC CITIZENRY BECOME ACTIVELY CONCERNED 

WHEN THEY FIND - -· AS THEY DO IN THE 'rWIN CITIES RIGHT N0\-1 --

THAT THESE DAILY COUNTS OFTEN RUN HORE THAN 20% ABOVE THIS LEGAL LIHIT 

OF 75. THE DEPART}ffiNT OF CONSERVATION IN THIS STATE -- TOGETHER 

WITH THE HATER QUALITY LAB IN DULUTH -- SHOULD PROVIDE A WEEKLY PUB-

LISHED REPORT OF WATER POLLUTION IN THE LAKES , STREAMS AND RIVERS OF 

THIS STATE. NOW I REALIZE THAT THIS IS QUITE A FORMIDABLE TASK AT 

FIRST THOUGHT. HOWEVER , I AH CONFIDENT THAT SUCH AN ANALYSIS REPORT-

I NG SYSTEM COULD BE ESTABLISHED BY USING EXISTING FACILITIES WITHIN 

OUR COMMUN ITIES Al~ COUNTIES. NOW A WATER POLLUT ION REPORT , SUCH AS 
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THIS, HILL BE OF NO VALUE IF THOSE :tviAKING THE SAMPLE ANALYSIS 

DRAG THEIR FEET , HIDE THE FACTS , OR ALLOH TH EMSELVES TO BE 

INTIMIDATED BY SPEC I AL INTERE ST GROUPS - - BE THEY POLITICAL 

OR I NDUSTRI AL. J UST HIAGINE HOH QUICKLY A REPORT SUCH AS THIS 

WOULD POINT OUT AREAS NEEDING INNED IATE CONCENTRATION ON SUCH 

CORRECTIVE MEASURES AS NEW SE\.JAGE TREATMENT CENTERS. THIS 

\.JOULD ALLOH US TO DISCOVER THE PR0.8L&'1 AND TAKE REMEDIAL STEP S 

BEFORE IT BECOME S TOO h~TE. 

LIKEWISE, THERE SHOULD BE A REGULAR REPORT ISSUED OUT OF THE • ~ 
a:tiCZWA:t_....__. f'ua ;. .. GOVERNOR 'S OFFICE AS TO RESULTS IN BEAUTIFICATION,OF OUR STATE .. • 

•.. THE RESULTS OF WHAT LOCAL C0~~1UNITIES ARE DOING IN THEIR 

PARKS, AROUND CITY HALL AND IN THE NE IGHBORHOODS ...•• INCLUDING -HOW WE ARE CLEANING UP THE AUTOMOBILE GRAVEYA..tmS, HOW WE;RE -CLEANING UP ALONG ROADSIDE~ 

~~ I PROPOSE A SPECIAL HONORS PROGRAM FOR OUR CO:tvlliUNITIES WHERE THE 

STATE OF MINNESOTA WOULD PRESENT AN "E" AWARD FOR "EXCELLENCE IN 

ENVIRONMENT, CONSERVATION AND RECREATION. 

THIS STATE BOARD WOULD WORK WITH SIMILAR BOARDS ORGANIZED IN EACH 

COMHUNITY THROUGHOUT HINNESOTA TO ESTABLISH LOCAL STANDARDS OF 

CONFOR}UiliCE AS WELL AS ~ROVIDING GUIDill~CE, INFOlli'1AT ION AND DIR-

ECTION TO ITS LOCAL CITIZENS AND INDUSTRY .. THIS IS WHAT WE REAL 

MEAN BY nCITIZEN PARTICIPAT ION" IN THE POLITICAL AND SOCIAL LIFE OF 

THE COUNTRY. LET'S TAKE POLITICS TO THE PEOPLE -- WHEN I SAY 

POLITICS, I HEAN THE WHOLE CONCEPT OF PUBLIC POLICY A.""'D ItS 

ll1PLE~lliNTATION TO THE PEOPLE. 



/0 

3 

EACH CO}~lTY SHOULD HAVE AT LEAST ONE APPOINTED OFFICER/ 

VOLUNT~Y OR lifiD, THAT WOULD SERVE LIKFj A LOCAL CONSERVATIONIST ~ 

ENVWQ@fi'FAT QffJSER:; IN THE EUROPEAN 

COUNTRIES THERE ARE LOCAL FORESTERS AND LOCAL CONSERVATIONISTS 

THAT HAVE kESPOrlSIBILITY FOR A PARTICuLAR AREA. WE CAN DO THE 

SAHE THING HERE , IN OUR RESPECTIVE CITIES. THIS 1--fAN CAN BE THE 

CHAI~~ OF THE LOCAL CITIZENS ' BOARD ON ENVIR01~NT , CONSERVATION 

AND RECREATION. 

WE SHOULD CALL ON EVERY YOUTH ORGANIZATION IN THE STATE TO HAKE 

L'1PROVEMENTS OI' Tlill PHYSICAL ENV IROJ\Tt-1ENT THEIR NUMBER ONE TASK . 

BOY SCOUTS , BOYS ' CLUBS , FUTURE FAID1ERS AND OTHER ORGAN IZATIONS 

~S GIRl SGQ!iT S c;;m,_s, BLUEBIRDS , ~ ~-:::!:111; 
COHHUNITY COAl.. IT ION FOR A CLEAN ENVIRONMEN'.L' TJJ? (j 'jjTrhB 

MOBILI~ATION OF PUBL IC AND PRIVATE EFFORTS OF ALL AGE GROUP S hND 

ALL SI::G.MENTS OF THE SOCIETY) WE Nov;· HAVE AN URBAN COALITION IN 
l 

OUR HAJOR CITIES, :OUT THE COMHUNITY COALITION FOR A CLEAN ENVU.ON-

MENT WOULD Bl!: MUCH BROADER A.J."'ID COULD GO INTO EVERY PART OF THE 

S'lATE AND BEYOi:i!D THE STATE , TO THE NATIPr~~~ ·:__--------~ 

~ ~:~RESIDEl~T AND THE CONGRESS - ESTA.BLISH 

THE 1970s AS THE DECADE OF PEOP~IRON11ENT AND PEACE - THE 

tpE:rJ'DECADE. AN ENTIRE DECADE DEDICATED 10 PEOPLE •••• RECOGNIZING 

DIGNITY OF THE Ili!DIVID'JAL'S H"ill'IAN RIGHT S ••••• .AJ.\1 ENTIRE DECADE 3ET 

ASIDE TO CONCENTRATE ON THE BAT1LE THAT MUST BE FOUGHT AGAI NS'r 

PCLLU1ICN •••• AND A DECADE BORN n~ THE FRJSTRATIONS OF WAR AND 

DEDICATED TO A PEACE THAT PROVIDES HE.\NING FOR OUR Ll.THfATE GOAL 

o~: BUii.D:::NG TOGETHER IN PEACE A BETTER WORLD FOR 'l'OdORRO\~. 
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THESE ARE A FEH OF :m; THINGS. WE SHOU LD HAVE FOUR LEVELS 

WHAT CAN YOU DO AT THE LOCAL LEVEL ; \VllAT CAN YOU DO AT THE STATE -LEVEL; WHAT CAJ.\l' YOU DO AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL ; AND THEN , OF -. 
COURSE, THE FINAL WHAT CAN YOU DO AT THE I NTERNATIONAL LEVEL . 

AT THE LOCAL LEVEL IT REQUIRES CITIZEN PARTICIPATION, REWARDS AND 

AHARDS; AT THE STATE LEVEL IT REQUIRES EFFECTIVE STATE LAW , 

STRICT AND MEANINGFUL STATE ENFORC~~ffiNT.~WE SHOULD CALL UPON 

EVERY LEGISLATURE TO PUT AT THE TOP OF ITS AGENDA FOR THE LEGIS-

LATIVE SESSION STARTING 1971 THE IMPROV~NT OF THE PHYSICAL 

ENVIRONMENT . ~T THE NATIONAL LEVEL WE MUST CALL UPON THE CONGRESS 

TO ESTABLISH STRICT STANDARDS ON ALL FORMS OF POLLUTION •.•.•.•• -STANDARDS THAT WOULD PREVENT THE FAMILIAR ECONOHIC BLACKMAIL HE 

HAVE BEEN EXPOSED TO HERE IN HINNESOTA, WHERE A MAJOR EMPLOYER 

CASTS ASIDE THE PUBLIC INTERE ST AND PUTS A GUN TO THE CO~'illNITY'S 

HEAD BY THREATENI NG TO CLOSE HIS PLANT AND PUT THOUSANDS OF PEOPL 

OUT OF WORK IF HADE TO CONFORH TO EVEN THE HINIMUH POLLUTION 

ABATE~NT ~ASURES FOR AIR AND WATER. WITH FEDERAL LEGISLATION 

COHPANIES SUCH AS THIS, ~~OSE ONLY I NTERE ST IS THEIR A~~UAL PROFI , 

WOULD BE PROHIBITED FROH MOVING TO ANOTHER STATE WHERE POLLUTION 

REQUIREMENTS -- WITHOUT THE NECESSARY ACTION BY THE CONGRESS -

MIGHT OTHERWISE NOT EXIST . tAT THE SAME TIHE ~HE CONGRESS SHOULD 
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REVIEW EVERY LAW REGARDING THE ENVIRONHENT THAT IS NOW ON THE BOOKS. 

THESE LAHS SHOULD BE UPDATED .... . 'HAKE SURE THE PENALTIES FOR 

POLLUTERS ARE STRONG ENOUGH ..... AND EQUALLY IMPORTANT , MAKE SURE 

~HE I NCENTIVES TO TAKE COP~ECTIVE ~lliASURE S TO STOP POLLUTION ARE 

REALISTIC I N TElli~S OF TODAY 'S LONG Rfu~GE CORPORATE PLANNING . , 

AT...U.. 
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Just as we have a daily weather report, we should also have a 

daily pollution report - pollution of the air ~ and at least once a 

week from the Department of Conservation in the state, or from the 

Water Quality lab in Duluth, we should have a report on water 

pollution in our Minnesota lakes, or at least a sampling of those 

lakes. Likewise, there should be a regular report issued out of the 

Governor's office as to results in beautification of our state, the 

results of what local communities are doing and their parks, around 

City Hall and in the neighborhoods, including how we are cleaning up 

the automobile graveyards, how we're cleaning up along roadsides and 

there should be a special program of honors for the communities. I 

would propose that the State of f.finnesota offer an 'E' Award for 

Excellence in Environment for the localities that live up to certain 

standards. There should be set up in this state a Citizen's Advisory 

Board on Environment, Conservation and Recreation. We should propose 

that each community have its own Environment, Conservation and 

Recreation Board and establish its own local standards to make its own 

local awards and give guidance and direction. This is what we really 

mean by 'citizen participation' in the political and social life of the 

country. Let's take politics to the people -when I say politics, I mean 

the whole concept of public policy and its implementation to the people. 

Each community should have at least one appointed officer, either 

voluntary or paid, that would serve like a local conservationist or in 

this instance, an environmental officer. In the European countries there 
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are local foresters and local conservationists that have respons-

ibility for a particular area. We can. do the same thing here, in 

our respective cities. This man can be the chairman of a Citizens • 

Board on Environment, Conservation and Recreation. We should call 

on. every youth. o.rganization in the state to make improvements of the 

physical environment their nurnber one task. Boy Scouts, Boys' Clubs, 

Future Farmers, and other organizations such as Girl Scouts, Cubs, 

~luebirds, etc. What we need is a community coalition for a clean 

environment. This would be a mobilization of public and private 

efforts of all age groups and all segments of the society. We now 

have what we cann an Urban Coalition in our major cities, but the 

community coalition. for a clean environment would be much broader 

-and could go into every part of the state and nation. We should call 

upon the President and the Congress to establish by either Executive 

Order or Congressional Resolution the 1970s as the decade of people, 

environment and peace - the PEP decade - or something similar such as 

decade of environmental control, or improvement of environment. 

We should also take the lead in the United Nations for worldwide 

treaties on environment control, setting up the UN Board of 

Environmental Control to supervise and monitor all environmental con

trol efforts. George ~.s-;oke on this and it's in the recent 

edition of the Foreign Affairs Quarterly - let's get it. 

These are a few of the things. We should have three levels -

what can you do at the local level; what can you do at the state level; 

what can you do at the national level; and then, of course, the final -

what can you do at the international level - so this would be four 

things. At the local level it requires citizen participation, rewards, 
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awards~ at the state level it require s ate law, effective state 

administration - all states without proper legislation or without the 

authority and resources to do the job~We should call upon every 

leiislature to put at the top of its agenda for the legislative 

session starting 1971 the improvement of the physical environment and 

we should make very sure that the same is done in Congress to review 

every law and make sure that the penal ties are strong enough and the 

incentives are likewise good enough - incentives to control pollution. 

We should also make very clear that our present concern about the 

physical environment does not become an escape for doing the things 

that need to be done about total environment. I speak of the housing 

of .our people, the noise and congestion of our cities, of the country-

side that needs to be beautified and cleaned up! of the education and 

health of our people; because the physi~al environment of water and 

aLr is only part of the environment in which man lives. He also lives 

in buildings: he lives in schools; his mind can be polluted as well 

as the air that he breathes. His health can be polluted by inadequate 

food and lack of proper medical attention, etc. 

~ . ' . 

'· 
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Sue, I can't properly tha~k you for your generous intro-

duction. I've said that if a man is going to be introduced, 

he ought to be introduced by a friend, because truth never 

stands in the way of a good introduction when a friend talks 

about you. And Sue has overdone it. But I'm grateful. After 

you've been Vice President, and almost got elected President, 

Sue, you have ~~ no idea how good it feels to hear somebody 

brag on you like you did on me. 

I also want to thank both Sue and Rick Hagen and others 

that have been so very active in making this program possible, 

and your own John Ricotta(?) who has put so much effort into 

this program as the Advisor. I was met at the airport by a 

wonderful delegation; I was recruited for the hockey team by 

Bill Kennedy. I was given a royal good Democratic welcome 

by Floyd Roody(?), and I was embraced, almost, by both Sueand 

Nancy Gibbons, so that I can tell you that it's been a wonder-

ful morning. 

The last time I was here it's been indicated was on the 

occasion of the dedication of t~¢ this wonderful school. And, 

by the way, I have been your public relations officer ever since. 

I've been from one end of this country to another and telling 

people about the amazing, wonderful school system in Cloquet, 

and particularly this Senior High School, because I remember so 

well, I believe it was May 23rd, that I was here with you. And 

I want to express again my thanks for the reception you gave me. 

And I recall that I wasH introduced on that occasxion by Nancy 

Gibbons, and I want you~ to know, Nancy, you're the prettiest 

president I've ever~ met in my life, president of the student 

0 
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council, but it only proves that w an be presidents, and 

you never can tell what's going to happen around this country. 

Now Sue has said that my life was sort of li~e a scare. Well, 

Sue, I want you to know I've been runnirr scared ever since I 

got started. And today I'd be very - I'd be less than honest 

if I didn't tell you that I'm just ~~ about as nervous as I've 

ever been for any speech. People always say to me "Do you ever 

get nervous? Do you ever get butterflies? Do you ever get feel-

ing all jittery?" Yes, I do. I hope that I always will, because 

that makes you want to do better. It's sort of like asking an 

older fellow if he ever gets excited when he sees a pretty girl. 

K® Of course. THat's why I took my stand for mini skirts against 

those new midis that they've got out lately. 

Now I want to get right down to business because this is 

a busy day for you, and we're here on very important business. 

We're here on the business of your future. And that includes 

the overwhelming majority of this audience. I am talking to 

a group of young people to whom the year 2000 is just around 

the corner. Now as far as I am myself personally concerned, 

I - I'm XME looking to the year 2000, but I can't bet one it, 

even though I've got a couple of bottles of Geritol stashed 

away, and I take a few exercises and so forth, but at least 

85% of 1¢~ this audience will be alive and in the prime of 

life at the year 2000. 

Now some scientists tell us that by the year 2000, unless 

we change our ways, that will be the beginning of the end. And 

I have to tell you quite candidly that other civilizations have 

disappexared. So don't think that ours is eternal, necessarily. 
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And I have to tell you as a student and as a teachers, and I 
of human life 

am now a teacher, that all forms/have disappeared from this 

earth before. So you have to be quite objective about it, 

realistic. I'm not a negativist. I don't believe in just 

downgrading people and whining and worrying. But I do believe 

in ~MXXXX~MXX being a realist, facing up to the challenges, 

facing up to the problems that we have, facing up to the 

difficulties, and seizing upon those difficulties and problems 

and making them challenges and opportunities. And that's what 

I'd like to do here today. And I say to the parents that are 

here, that we've got to do our job. These young people out 

here not permitted by law to exercise the ballot. ~~ I hap-

pen to be one that believes they ought to exercise it and 

have the right to vote at age 18 and I strongly support it. 

Because their lives are involved in these political decisions. 

But we don't have that yet. We don't have the franchise at 

age 18, or 19, the right to votes. So those that are age 

21 and over, and particularly parents, we've got some hard 

thinking to do about the kind of a world we want to live in. 

Now what happened recently is t~~t a whole new awareness about 

what we call ecology, this delicate balance in nature, which 

God Almighty, or Divine Providence, or nature put together for 

us, and what we as human ~MXX beings have been doing about it. 

And we've been interrupting this balance ever sexse since man 

put foot on earth. We often talk about Minnesota, the land 

of ten thousand lakes and the sky blue water. Now I ask you 

very frankly, how many lakes have sky blue water today. We've 

talked about our beautiful rivers and our virgin forests and 

we've had a hard battle even preserving some of those forests. 
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Thank goodness and since the days of Theodore Roosevelt and 

others, early pioneers in conservation, we've done a better 

job in reforestation. We've talked about a great rolling 

prairies, our magnificent fields, America the beautiful. 

And for years we let our land erode and corrode. Thank good-

ness during thedays of the Depression we learned something 

about it and we've done something about soil conservation. 

But the big problem today is not just the land or the water 

or the air, but it'ts people. And I want to talk to you k 

now about what I hope is not going to be just a passing fancy, 

a fad, because we Americans get, you know, we get with things, 

we get all heated up about it and then we drop them. Yes-

terdays news is no news. And we are always trying to find 

something new to grab a hold of, rather than finishing the 

job. I read someplace that a success is a man who wished 

to succeed and worked; A failure is a man who wanted to 

succeed and just wished. Now I don't want to stand here this 

morning and wish with you that we had a better world. I want 

to work at it. And I want you to wo•rk at it. How many of 

you remember the fads of the Freedom Riders in Appalachia, 
sit 

and the $i¢~-ins and the Freedom March and all the things that 

we were doing t~ here as students about ten years ago, in the 

early 60's for the Civil Rights movement? And now we find 
not 

that the job is/done, but a lot of that's just forgotten. And 

then ex there are - this new sudden recognition of our ecological 

concerns may cause us to forget or even ignore or neglect the 

pursuit of the other critical areas of human environment, because 

en~ironment is not just the airj~breathe, the water that we 
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ere we live, our 

neighborhoods, our cities, the environment of violence in 

this country, and crime, and lawlessness, theproblems of 

KHX¥X unemployment and an unstable economy, the problems 

of race relations which surely provide an environment in 

America, and not too healthy a one at this moment, and 

the problems of the arms race, the increasing international 

tension under which these young men and women live every 

day, every day of their lives. Every morning they hear 

the news, and every day they seej the daily press, every 

day we get the news flash, and what is it? Well this morning 

t/t¢~~1 the first thing on the Today show I heard was about 

four police officers being shot in cold blood - that was the 

first announcement. Then I heard about the Israelis ~~~ 

and the Arabs; then I heard about - something about Cambodia 
've 

and Laos and Vietnam; and then I heard they/got trouble in 

the Kremli~. And it's day after day after day after day, 
the 

just nipping at us. That's environment,/environment of 
the 

tension,/environment of noise if you live in the city, the 

environment of congestion. Let me give you an example. 

Harlem, New York. Everybody hears about Harlem;we .don't do 

much about it, but we hear about it. The population density 

in Harlem is so big and so intense and dense that if all the 

if the other four boRroughs, that is the other four regions of 

Mew York City had the same density of population as Harlem, you 

could put all two hundred million AmeriHcans in the other four 

boRroughs of New York. Now ladies and gentlemen, one block in 

Harlem has more people, has more people than many a county in 

Minnesota, one apartment house. When I was camHpaigning for the 
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Presidency, I went into Brooklyn and I talked out in front 

of an apartment house and there were 22,000 people, 22,000 

people in one housing complex. Well, now, I grew up in a 
in 

community that had lO,OOOj the whole town. And I live~ in 

a little place called Waverly and we've got 400 now. But 

imagine that. 

Welljthese, you see, these are some of the concerns 

that I speak of when I speak of environment. And I want 

my young friends out here to know that every one of these 

problems is with us, but I want k¥ you to know M~s something 

else. I'm not here to give you a message of doom and gloom. 

We can do something aboutthis. I don't think you inspire 

people to succeed by pointing out failures. I think the 
out 

only reason that we ought to list ¢¢~~ our problems is to 

be aware of them, and then to marshal the resources to do 

something about them. And we have the resources. We've 

made amazing progress in the last decade, with all of our 

problems. hAnd don't give up. And don't let anybody sell 

you a bill of goods that this country can't do what it wants 

to do. But I'll tell you what it takes. It takes the same 

kind of attituXde that made this country a great country 

and gxkKx can make it ever greater. You have to pledge your 

lives and if need be, your fortuntes, and your sacred honor. 

That's the way it started out in this country, not a halfway 

pledge, not just sort of doing it. There's just no room for 

just halfway efforts XM~MM anymore. We have to get in there 

and pitch. Now scientists tell us that unless we do, and I'm 

not sure about all of this - I just give you what they say -
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and you can read it - and I want you to read in depth, young 

friends. It's exciting reading, by the way, this business 

on environment, on population, on ecology. I'll bet most of 

us never heard the word "ecology" until the last two or three 

years. Now it's everyplace, and what it just means "balance 

in the forces of nature", delicate balance, just li~e you 

need balance in the forces amongst the nations of the world, 

M%X balance in your own personality, so that you're not hung 

up one day and dragging around the next day, and tearing your-

self apart. 

What are some of the facts that we face? as a nationx, 

just our country - and remember that everything I talk about 

has to be put in dimensions of the world. Because after all, 

we're just a- the world's getting smaller every day. And 

every- there's nothing lost- there's no energy ever lost; 

it'sjust transformed. Remember that thereis no energy ever 

lost, that while you may use it in electrical energy, or a 

fire, or in decomposition that that force of energy is still 

here, but it may be in different formK. So what happens in 

india affects us and what happens to us affects India. And 

your degree of pollution is related directly to the number of 

people and your standard of living. We pollute, per person, 

in the United States, more than any other people in the world, 

because we have more. Now we can say - we can go around and 

say"well there are eight hundred and fifty million Chinese. 

Look what they're doing to the world." Or "There are five 

hundred million people in India, look what they're doing to 

the world." They're not doing much. They don't have jt~s;ijt 

many beer cans. They don't have many milk cartons. They 
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don't drive many automobiles. No, as a matter of fact, A-

mericans are the each American, each American today has 

energy available to him, each person, equivalent to five 

hundred slaves. THat's a figure to remember; each one of 

us has energy equivalent to five hundred slaves. And in the 

last fifty years, the amount of energy available to us, by 

machines and electricity has increased three hundred ~~MX 

per cent. And we're just using it up. 6% of the world's 

population consuming 40% of the world's goods. And lots of 

it we waste. Each year two hundred million tons, two hundred 

million tons of smoke and fumes are spewed out in the United 

States in the atmosphere. Everytime I go to Wold Chamberlain 

Airport and see when those jets take off, I'm reminded of what 

they're doing to us. A hundred and five tons perday in t~¢ 

District of Columbia, Washington, D.C. Ffshhieuw, out comes 

the fumes, and by the way, not necessart~Y at all. They can 

put an adaptor on those engines and take out ninety percent 

of it. Costs a little bit. I've been on the back of the 

Federal K~tx Aviation Administration for months. If they 

were half as concerned about that as they are these air traffic 

controllers, we'd have both things worked out. Get on their 
aren't ing 

back; MH write them a letter and say why ¢¢~!t you do/something 

about it. Because it's technically, engineeringly feasible. 

In~ernal combustion engine - that's your car. 60% of 

all the air pollution. Listen, I was in Phoenix, Arizona, 

the other day - I was there ten years ago and it was just 

beautiful. Now it's a- it's smog all over the place. I 

went into Mexico City ten days ago. I was in Mexico City just 

three years ago, and the air was reasonably clean. I was there 
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eight years ago and itwas as cl~an as could be. Today you 

choke to death. Mexico City is a health hazard. I was 

in Tokyo in October. It's become critical. And something 

can be done about it. Because you -may recall that in London 

back in the early SO's they had a number of deaths out of air 
the 

pollution, and the London governrnent,/governrnent of Britain 

ordered no more coal to be burned, ordered no more trash to 

be burned, and they enforced the law, and they reduced the 

air pollution by over 75%. And today London has purer and 

cleaner air than any city in the United States. For better 

than 25 years, young friends, not a fish was ever caught in 

the Thames River in London, destroyed by industrial pollutants. 

This year fish carne back into the river. 

St. Louis River could be on e of the most beautiful rivers 

in Minnesota; it's polluted. And we've got to do something about 
just it.Mowj we're all responsible. Dont' go around/pointing the 

finger at somebody. We could make a great recreation area out 

of this and make it worth while forj~:nerations yet unborn. 

Well there are all kinds of pollution: smog, oxidants, -

let me give you an example. Recent studies show that smog out 

in California is killing a hundred thousand acres of Ponderosa 

and Jeffrey pine trees in San Bernadino ~~~ Naional Forest near 

Los Angeles every year, ruin~ing a whole area of our natural 

environment. Air pollution is a serious threat as we know to 

health. Our waters are being polluted by sewage and chemicals 

and thermal pollution. And now with radioisotopesj from nuclear 

power plants. Fish kills because of chernical,sewage and thermal 

wastes have become numerous. I want young Americans in this 
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audience to go around this beautiful state and see what's 

happened to our lakes, see the green , the algae, the weeds, 

and ask why, why, why, why? And there are reasons for it. 

Mind you, mark your words, ten years ago that wasn't the case. 

I live out by a little lake called Lake Waverly. Ten years 

ago, you could drink water out of that lake, direct our of 

the lake. Within the last three years, it's been so close 

to permanent pollution, that no one would dare touch it, and 

it is a pile of weed and algae and green covered unless we 

treat it year after year and what we're treating it with m~ybe 

~~~~~ttt~~~ hurts it more XMXXM than what was in it. Now 

why? Do you want every lake in Minnesota like this? Of course 

you don't. And you're going t¢ to have to see that something's 

done about it. 

Now pollution from radioisotopes which is exactly what 

they're talking about in the Minnesota rivers today from nuclear 

power plants can kill off all marine life. Now our oceans are 

in jeopardy. And you wouldn'-t think that the oceans could get 

in trouble. I have traveled to every continent; I've been in 

52 of the countries of the world; I have traveled by plane ~~~/ 

since 1964 over one million miles; and I hve gone by ocean ves-

sel; I've been in submarines; and I have seen what's happening 

to the ocean waters ~•and what's happening over the ocean-

you can fly over that vast expanse of the Pacific and theAtlantic 

and there's a belt of smog all the way across the Atlantic and 

all the way across the Pacific. Looking right down you see it. 

They've become dumping grounds, these oceans, for garbage and 

the scientists now estimate that in another fifty years the 

oceans will be totally polluted, totally polluted, and washing 
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their waste into the estuaries along our coastlines. 

And what about our subsurface water, that's where you're 

going to get your well water, lots of water in KM~XtN~X America 

comes from wells. Industry is dumping toxic waste deep down 

in these wells by injection, andwe're now finding out that 

brine waste injected deep in the waters in Canada have already 

erupted in Michigan. In Texas, sweet wells, good clean water 

wells, XKKM have been poisoned and sewer lines have broken 

under high pressure of waste that's been injected into under-

ground channels. So you see that we have some problems. 

Pesticides, DDT, 245T, 24D, these are pesticides and 

herbicides. These pesticides - we find from about 800 to 
die 

a thousand people/each year from them, and 80 to 90 thousand 

are seriously injured each year. In some instances farm 

workers have been killed instantly by just a few drops of 

deadly chemicals that are used to so-called protect plant 

life, as they take human life. 

Now what about the upper atmosphere? Everybody has said 

"Well, if we can just,"you know, you always say" well, if we 

can just get a good wind storm, we can just blow it out." You 

know, "Get it away from us," you know. Just blow it out. Well 

the trouble is that it only goes up so far. For a while -people 

thought that if you could just get it up high enough it'd get 

all out into space and there was sure a lot of room out there. 

But the fact of the matter is, that we found that it doesns't 

go out into space, that there is a belt around this globe, and 

it just packs up, a b%elt about twelve miles up, and about 
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8 of those 12 miles are being filled right now, and we're 

filling it at a rate in ten years faster than the previous 

thousand. Pretty fast. We do things in a hurry now. 

Now we've been collecting a belt of radioactive material, 

and that's one of the reasons we stopped the nuclear tests. 

The deadly strontium 90. And that's one of the great pol

lution controls - ¢¢XX~tt¢~ control devices or control agree

ments that we've had - the NUclear Test Ban Treaty of 1963. 

No longer do nations test in the atmosphere, except the 

Chinese and the French. But they're testing. And every 

time they test, your life is shortened. And Xremember that 

you live in what we calle the Northern Belt, and the Northern 

Belt has a movement of air that brings the Strontium 90, the 

radioactive particles from any test in any part of the Northern 

Hemisphere right smack bang into Minnesota, and into Montana, 

all across the United States of America. The only part of 

the globethat has any protection at all is in the deep South 

in what we call the Southern Zone. 

Now what's the answer to a lot of this? WEll we know 

x now that we've got t¢ someproblems. WEll we've taken some 

steps. I said the treaty on Nuclear Test Ban. And just 2 

years ago, we signed what we call a Nuclear Nonproliferation 

Treaty, to prevent other nations from starting to test and 

building their own weapons. But we've been designing laws 

and regulations for a long time and if you just give me now -

I'm just going to be Professor Humphrey here for a while. 

Let me just tell you a little bit about the background here. 

The first major Federal Water Pollution Control Act was passed 
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in 1899, the Rivers and Harbors Act. It was designed to 

clean up the refuse in the New York harbor. And under that 

Act a number of court cases had been taken, 400 court cases 

as a matter of fact, were filed under this act up to the 
down 

present time. They even filed an Act/in Key Biscayne Bay. 

I don't know~ if that's because the President's down there 

occasionally, but they got a - they have a suite down there 

on thermal pollution, putting hot waters into the waters of 

the Bay and killing off the fish life. Now this act was up-

held in 1966 in R the court case Standard Oil Versus the United 

States, which prevented oil from being pushed into these bays. 

Now listen what the pen alty was though - $250. Do you think 

Standard Oil could afford it? Now they raised that penalty 

to $2,500. Now that isn't a good tip for an annua1 conference 

for a big major company, much less a penalty. 

Then there was the Oil Control - Pollution -- Oil Pollu-

tion Control Act of 1924. And it provided penalties of $2,500 

or imprisonment up to a year for dumping oil into the navigable 

waters of the United States. Very ~KXH ineffective laws. 

And in 1948, now we're getting up to this century - the 

first important Federal Water Pollution Control Act was intro-

duced, and it provided for the development of sewage disposal 
· something 

plants. Now I must tell this young audience/that youmay not 
which 

know. The sewage disposal plants ~~~~ you have today and that 

you read about take care of organic waste, do not take care of 

chemical waste. And the greatest threat to life today is found 

out to be by the microbiologist, not organic waste, but chemical 
industrial 

/waste. And we do not have yet -- we have not yet developed the 
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kind of treatment facilities for chemical industrial, non-organic 

waste that really works. Now I met about a month ago with Dr. 

Rene Dubau(?), who is the world's leading microbiologist at 

Rockefeller University in New York City. He is a Nobel Prize 

winner; he is conHsidered to be the world's foremost expert. 

And he told me that the plants that we're presently design%~ing, 

while they're important and while we must have them and we can't 

just neglect putting them in, that those plants were actually 

engineered, as far as their technology is concerned long before 

the so-called detergent that you ladies like to use carne into 

being. They're for organic waste. And we're having problems 

today when you want to get that shirt a little whiter, you 

know, you look at those ads, "How come your shirt - John says 

my shirts are gray," and "Fred says my shirts -his shirts 

are whiter than John!:;." And then we get out two new cans of 

stuff that we start pouring around in those washing machines 

and I want to warn you, important as they are, you may very 

well have to make a determination sometime along the line of 

whether you think it's more important to have a whiter shirt 

than the fellow next door, or whether we all settle for some-

thing just a little bit less. Because the simple fact of the 

matter is today that many of these detergents are polluting 

the streams, polluting the water supply, and cannot be handled 

by the modern sanitation system. That's a fact KKK that these 

young people are going to face and let me tell you KKMK that 

no one would have talked to you like this five years ago. But 

it's in the last five to ten years that this has happened. 

And I predict to these young men and women in this audience and 
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I'm interested in them. After all I'm - those of us that 

get over 50 years of age are living on borrowed time anyway. 

Good deal - I want to borrow about another forty years of 

it, but - the fact of the matter is this world belongs to 

the young. I think that we simply have to face up to our-

selves - what we're doing to their environment. Now a 

very distinguished Minnesotan was the first man to introduce 

major legislation relating to water pollution control and 

that was in 1956. And of course prophets go without honor 

in their own country. But let it just be a matter of record, 
pollution control 

that the first man who introduced major/legislation and took 

a beating for it because theywere looked upon as zealots and 

lunatics and radicals. There wasn't much support. I remember 

full well - was the congressman from this district, John Blatnik. 

He was the author of the major, basic piece of legislation that 

offers any hope for water po~lution control. It provided grants 

to help local communities build sewage disposal plants. Then 

in 1961 the same Congressman introduced another bill to propose 

a Federal Water Pollution Control Administration, a separate 

Federal administration that would exercise strict control with 

strict standards, and by the way that Administration was to 

affect not only interstate water but intra - intra - within 

the state, 26,000 bodies of fresh water in the United States. 

And of those only 4,000 are interstate. So if you're gahg to 

control water pollution you've got to control them right in the 

state. 

And by the way, young friends, why don't you ask your 

county commissioners here, and why don't you ask your state 
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legislators and why don't you ask your Governor and why 

don't you ask everybody else why it is we're letting raw 
in 

sewage run from homes along lakeshores ~~~ lakes. They 

have no right to do this. This water belongs to everybody. 

What would you think if somebody came up and decided to 

empty their toilet in your front yard? I'll tell you that 

right away the local police would be on them. WEll let me 

tell you every XX~X lake in this state is part of your front 

yard. These lakes are not owned by anybody but you. The air 

that you breathe is owned by you. And when people start pol-

luting the air, polluting the rivers, dumping their sewage into 
up 

the lakes, into the rivers, spewing/their smokes and fumes into 

the atmosphere, what KMMX~ they're really doing is taking a 

great big garbage truck and just driving it right up in your 

house and dumping it. And if they did that, somebody would 

say, "Well look at that person." Particularly if you were young 

andyou did that. They'd say "There's those young militant rad-

icals again." well let me tell you there are a lot of old 

fuddle-duddle radicals too that are going around here. 

Well we've been doing a good deal now in these - we've 

established a water lab up tKX in Duluth; we've got a new 

Federal Water Pollution Control Act of '65; (I'm just going to 

mention these things quickly because I want you to look into 

them- and I'm going to sent you some material on them.) 
- a little bit about 

But now let's talk aM little bit about/air pollution. 

We never even got at R it ~~til 1965. And the automobile in-

dustry KX came down to Washington - if you talk about lobbying, 

Iwas there, and they said "We cannot have this forced legislation 
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upon us, to compel us to put on pollution control devices. I 

was ta~en out - I remember when I was Vice President, they in-

vited me out to a laboratory to tell me how difficult it was 

to develop a device. And theysaid "You know what it'Will do, 

don't you, Mr. HumphreyrY if you forcedus - they looked me 
eyes 

right there with their blood-shot/and my pretty little blue 
us 

ones - they looked right at it, and I remember going through 

that laboratoryr and they said "You know what it's gahgto mean 

don't ~MHMXX you, Mr. Humphrey, it's going to raise the price 

of a car from twenty-five to forty dollars." Heh, they didn't 

let KKKM that bother them at all recently. I've seen car prices 

go up and I don't hold it against anybody, but what a lousey 

argument. Letme tell this young audience, you stand behind 

one of these major big buses, and breathe in one big belch 

of that smoke~~~ that comes out of there and that's equivalent 

to a hundred cartons of cigarettes. And you ought not to be 

smoking cigarettes either, if you got any sense. Did you look 

at the television last night to see what's going on? Incontro-

vertable evidence - incontrovertable evidence. Now I've got 

kids - I know - they smoke. It doesn't do me much good. But when 

I hear people say that all you've got to do is make people aware 

of the danger and they'll do something about it, I say "Oh yab! 

The odds are that if you persist in smoking you will have a better 

chance of getting cancer of the lung and emphysema by a factor 
Now 

of about a hundred to one. Now you know that. /I don't think 

it's going to stop you right XM off the bat because after you've 

been told that by the best doctors in the world and they got ads 

on the TV now that just really shake you up. Last night they 
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even took lungs out to show people what was happening. Of 

course Iwant you to know I've been guilty of all these sins. 

I dont want you young folks to think that I'm a paragon of 

virtue. As a matter of fact I smoked like a smokestack until 

I saw one of those ads one time and got to feeling a little 

lousey. And I'll tell you, I know it is going to extend my 

life ten years. Some people are not happy about that, buti -

Well, you know, my wife ¢~¢¢1$~t¢ would have said there, my 

son would have said"there goes Dad on his weekly sermon, you 

know~ I haven't saved a soul yet on that one, so I guess I 

better shut up. 

Well, the Clean Air Act of 1965. Now we now know, don't 

we, that we can put devices on automobiles to remove a large 

amount of the pollution. We know something else too, KXK 

that we can develop a low combustion engine. And we can de-

velop gasoline that is not leaded. Leaded gasoline just as 

well go on out and eat strychnine. And I'm a pharmacist. 

Strychnine'ts not healthy for you. But we've been going around 

for years saying that if you just had leaded gasoline - KXKK 

takes the knock out of the engine and knocks you out - that -

they didn't get the other sentence ¢~t on there. Because K 

you breathe that and there is - it's accumulative, like arsenic. 

MMHMMXXHX Never leaves you. Just gets in your lungs and stays 

right there, and starts gnawing at i¢~ them just like an acid. 

Now we found that out now, kept it out of the public domain for 

a long time. 
"Well, 

Well you might say/if everybody knows all this, why haven't 

we done something more about it?" Well mainly because we've let 
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things happen before we did anything about the pollution. An 

example that I've just given you. We told the automobile in

dustry to develop these devices to control pollution as practical 

and as soon as practical and feasible. And they never found the 

time to do ~¢ it. Now I happen to know that after one solid 

year of controversy with the FAA, as I was telling you, the 

Federal Aviation Administration, that we now have engines for 

jets that take out 90% of the smoke, of the fumes, of all the 

carbon that you see spewing out over this country. In the city 

of Washington, D.C., the average increase in cost per household, 

because of pollution from air traffic, is $200 per year, for 

cleaning, for the wear and tear on drapes, on clothing, on fur

niture, and much of it is just like an acid, that eats right 

into you and the fabrics. Now if I were to tell that same 

group of people at Washington that they have to increase their 

taxes by $20 a year in order to control air pollution, they'd 

say get rid of that big spender, that tax - that fellow that 

wants to tax us. You're being taxed every day, every day that 

your life is shortened you're being taxed. Every day-sickness 

is the greatest tax on a human being there is, sickness, and the 

rise in the rate of emphysema and the rise in the rate of lung 

cancer in this country is more costly than any single item in 

the Federal budget,save the defense budget. Takes the - on 

working hours. Just put it down, per hour, the number of hours 

lost. 

Well, now the state of Minnesota, has got a big row on 

with the Federal Government right now, and I want you toknow 

that despite the fact that I've been with that Federal Govern-
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ment tt~~tl~¢~ for a long time, I think our state is right. 

The state is involved in a pollution controversy relating 

to the discharge of radioisotopes in Minnesota's state waters 

by nuclear power plants. And they're arguing with the Federal 

AEC, Atomic Energy Commission, as to which standards ought to 

prevail. And because our state took the initiative, because 

our pollution control agency in this state took the initiative, 

the entire structure of Federal standards today is being reviewed 

because somebody cared, because somebody blew the whistle. And 

Iwant to remind this young audience that the standards that we 
have 
~~¢ imposed for atomic energy, disposal of atomic energy waste 

were standards that were arrived at 20 years ago, and have little 

or no relevancy to modern needs and modern atomic science. And 
other have now ed 

fortunately, because seventeen ~tlt~i states ¢t¢1~¢t join/with 

us, we're on theway to doing something about it. Now it's easy 

t¢t to look for a lot of villains in thisatomic, in this environ-

ment thing. Everybody likes to point to the other guy. I noticed 

the other day a group of young students up at the University of 

Michigan got their hamKmers out and they got sledge hammers, 

and they got steel saws, and they got bats and they went out 

there and they beat up on an old 1959 Ford. Yes they did. 

They had it out there on the University campus, just knocked 

the living fenders off from it. And I was out at?the college 

and I said "What's that all about?" They said "Well it's sym-

bolic." I said "What's it symbolize?" They said "Well, the 

automobile; it's a polluter. We were just beating it up, kill-

ing it off." I said "No, the automobile is not a polluter." 

You know, I've got anold Ford parked in my garage. It hasn't 

polluted anything. Caused a little trouble with Mrs. Humphrey. 
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She wants the garage space. But other than that, I've been 

going through those troubles a long time. I've managed now 

tohandle those. Dont' you tell her I said that. But - a 

car becomes a polluter when you get in it. A car becomes a 

polluter when you turn the crank, put the starter on, when 

the motor moves. That's when the - it's man that pollutes. 

And I told the students that if they felt they just had to 

beat up on somebody they might look around for the fellow 

that drove the car, not that I was advocating it, but I mean 

if it was a compulsion that you had to get at. No, ladies 

and gentlemen, it isn't the product, as such, so much. It's 

we,the people. And we can go around here and point to the 

paper company, the power company, the steel company, the soap 

company, we can point to all of them, and they do - all of us 

have some guilt. And I want to say here in the presence of 

industry, and industrial representatives, that the time of 

talking about what we're going to do about pollution is over. 

The time to act is now. And we're going to have to act pre-

cisely on the basis of the information that we have and the 

research that we're doing, and to expand that research. And 

this is part of the obligation of the Federal Government to 

expand that research. So I repeat to you, it's easy to find 

villains. It's harder to reach a rational, mature recognition 

of our shared guilt. The road back to environmental health is 

going to be a long one, and an expensive one. Volunteers in 

the battle against pollution are welcome. We even need a few 

speechmakers. But we need somebody else too. Short termers 



-22-

won't help. Are you willing to sign up for the long hitch? 

Are you willing to commit more than your enthusiasm? Are 

you willing to pay a little higher price on occasion? Are 

you willing to pay higher taxes? Are you willing to have 

Federal appropriations to put some inspectors to see that 

these oil digging rigs off the coast lines don't spew oil 

into the bays? Are you willing to put up some funds for 

some great research laboratories? Are you willing to have 

something done about your tax structure to give incentive 

to industry? Are you willing to put on penalties on the 

pollu~ers? Are you willing to commit more than your enthus-

iam and more than your rhetorical recognition of where we 

smuld go? And if you are, here's where we come now to pay-

dirt. If you are, I want to talk to you about it. Because 

if you're willing to make this commitment, then let's change 

from the rhetoric and get down to reality. 

I recommend, for example, and I want you to give con-

sideration of these recommendations, - I recommend that the 

President and the Congress,-to show our awareness, to show 
at 

our concern, to show that we mean businessj/t~~t this SCARE 

Conference7-I recommend that the President and the Congress 

establish by resolution and executive order the decade of the 

1970's as the decade of peop~e, environment, and peace, because 
they're all tied in together. And for lack of a better phrase 

just call it the PEP decade, because if we don't do it, there 

won't be much pep left after that decade. Now an entire decade 

dedicated to people and how they lived~~~ in their environment, 
an entire decade set aside to concentrate on the battle of 



-23- 7 52 
I 0 \ 

physical pollution, the physical pollution of the environment, 
in 

and a decade born It¢~ the frustrations of war and dedicated 

to peace, that provides meaning for our ultimate goal of 

building together in peace a better world for tomorrow. 

Now we have four levels, on which you and I can go to 

work, and to concentrate our attention. We have the local 

level right here in Cloquet, the state level here in Minnesota, 

the national level, here in the United States, and of t~¢ 

course, the international level. Now what can we do? Well 

at .the local level it requires, first of all, citizen parti-

cipation, rewards and awards. At the state level it req~es 

new state law, strict and effective state enforcement. And 

here is what I would suggest - that we 5ould call upon every 

legislature, and particularly our own, to put at the top of 

its agenda, for the X~~XKXXK~X legislative session of 1971 

the improvement of the physical environment and the laws nee-

essary to do it. Start right out there. Let's have some 

specifics. Let's find out what our state laws are. Let's 

find out whether they're up to date. They're not. Let's 

find out what we can do to make them up to date, and let's 

find out what we can do to make them effective. 

At the national level, we should call upon the Congress 

to establish strict standards on all forms of pollution, 

standards that would prevent the familiar economic blackmail 

that we have been exposed to even here in Minnesota, where 

a major employer casts aside the public interests, and puts 
community's 

a gun to the/head by threatening to close his plant and put 

timusands of people out of work, if that plant is made to conform 
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to even minimum pollution abatement measures for air and 

water. Tha~ by the way, is a definitely anti-social attitude 

and has no place in modern industry. And if the shoe fits, 

let them put it on. No MH~K~K business has a right to say 

that to a community. They may have good economic reasons 

to want to talk to the community, but no one should ever 

threaten a community, particularly when we're dealing with 

life itself. 

Now there's one answer to it, Federal Legislation. No 

place to escape then. Federal legislation, - with Federal 

legislation, companies such as this, who apparently - whose 

prime interest seems to be their annual profit statement, 

would find no haven of pollution privilege by being able to 

move to another state where pollution requirements are governed 

by state laws rather than Federal law. And we can't afford 

to have people hop skipping and jumping around in the name of 

industry from Minnesota to Wisconsin, or from Minnesota to North 

Dakota, or from North Dakota to South Dakota, trying to find a 

place where they can poison you, or where they can pollute the 

atmosphere. But I must say, with equal candor, it's the duty 

of public officials in the community to work with industry to 

try to prevent that unhappy situation. 

Now thirdly, the Congress should ~¢ review ¢p¢tilt~~¢ 

every law that we have on the books. We've got one starting 

at 1899. It's as old as just that. We should review every law 
ies 

and bring them up to date, and make sure that the penalt# for the 

polluters are strong enouth, and equally important, that the in-
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centives to industry to take corrective measures are good enough. 

At the international level, (and by the way,this is terribly 

important- because at the international level we have western 

Europe that's a tremendous industrial enterprise,)working through 

the United Nations, we should negotiate treaties and ratify these 

agreements to protect the environment, to establish enforceable 

standards for clean air, and clean water and strict rules and 

regulations to prevent contamination of the international rivers 

and oceans. Let me tell the young friends here I was in Yugo

slavia this summer. The Danube River is a moving sewer. There's 

no beautiful blue Danube; there is a cesspool. The Rhine River 

is the most polluted river in the world. Every major river in 

the world has become - the Nile River - you just go - Euphrates 

you take any major river today and they are a health hazard. 

And all of these waters converge, and we are affected by them 

just as much as you are affected by the water that you drink 

out of your tap here in your home city. We've got to get inter

national agreements. Maybe this is the way we can start. Maybe 

we can start with agreements to save lives, rather than arguing 

about wars. And we need a United Nations Board of Environmental 

Control. 

Now, up here at home. I want you to start right here in 

Cloqu~t. I propose a community coalition for clean environment, 

a mobilization of public and private efforts of all age groups 

in all segments, just like we have in our big cities, the urban 

coalition; to coordinate all of the essential efforts in BHBKM 

such a program, I would suggest that the state, thnough the Gov

ernor's office or the Legislature, establish a citizens advisory 
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~MXX~Xboard on environment, in which there is industry, lay 

public, labor, young people, interested citizens, an advisory 

board on environment,conservation and recreation. And what 

state has more to offer in these areas than we.~¢ This state 

board would work with the similar boards at a local level. 

Now this is what I mean by citizen participation. This is 
politics 

what I mean by taking/to the people, and I mean the whole 

concept of public policy. And then I want to propose a 

special honors program for communities where the State of 

Minnesota, after examining their work, in this field of rec-

reation, conservation and pollution control, would present 

an E award for excellence in environment. Why you go down 

to Minneapolis, St. Paul, Duluth, these places and you get 

a big defense plant. And if they make good guns, good bomb 

sites, good tanks, do a good job, we give them a ~¢¢~/ big 

flag, E Award, excellence in production of war material. 

I'd like to have the young people of this state t~¢¢~~~t¢ 

recommend that the State of Minnesota and indeed, the nation, 

start to give E Awards, E Awards, excellence in environment 
blue 

control, an E Award of a perfectly ~t¢¢¢~ background, like 

the blue of the heavens and the blue waters of Minnesota, 

and a white E that shows purity and cleanliness. It could 

be done. Then we'll find out which towns and states are 

dang something. And I propose anotherthing - that regular 

reports should be issued out of the Governor's office as to 

the beautification of environment andprotection of our state, 

including how ~M~*XM we're cleaning up automobile graveyards, 
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what we're doing about our parks, beautification of local 

communities, and what we're doing about our neighborhoods. 

I don't want this society, ten thousand years as they dig around, 

you know, we're always digging around in Rome and Greece, and 

over in Lebanon, and we're trying to find out w-hat other civil-

izations looked like, and every once in a while we come up with 

a little piece of pottery and we say "Oh they must have been great 

pottery makers." And then a little while later we come up with 
"Well, 

some stone; they say/!t must have been something from the Stone 

Age." I'm afraid somebody's gahg to look around in ten thousand 

years and say "These people just can kill themselves drinking 

beer" - find beer cans all over the place. Or"they all apparently -

everybody just lived in their car." They'll be having people 

ten thousand years from now examining the remnants, the frames 

of automobiles, and they'll say "This is where they lived." 

"And what kind of a body do you think they had to get through 

all those little twists and turns that you have ori the body 

frame." 

Well, we can dosomething about that. Let's clean these 

things up. And I have another suggestion that each community 

should have its own environmental control officer. Now if you 

go to Europe, you go to a community in Europe and you find in 

every part of a European community or country, a Conservation 

Officer. They have local Conservation Officers out around the 

countryside. They have local park officers to help keep parks 

up. Sometimes they're voluntary; sometimes they're paid. This 

is the way we're going to get it done here. And we've got to 

dom2 something else, we've got to call on every youth organiza-
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tion in the state to make improvements in the physical en-

vironment their number one task, starting with our 4H clubs, 

our Future Farmers, our Boys Clubs, our Girls and Boy Scouts, 

Guides and so on, all that we have. And then I would suggest 

that we propose that radio, television and newspapers start 

including with each weather report, air pollution count for 

their particular community. Itl like to know, not only what 

kind of weather we're going to have, but what I'm going to be 

breathing during the day, how much carbon dioxide, monoxide, 

how much sulfurous gas am I going to be breathing, and I want 

to tell this audience right now, that if in the large cities 

of America· there was a air pollution report each day that 

you went out, you'd do something about it. You wouldn't take 

it for granted; you'd do something about it. And I might 

even suggest that the Department of Conservation in this state, 

together with the Water Quality Laboratory in Duluth, could 

provide a weekly published report on water pollution in our 

lakes,~~¢ streams and rivers. We always get a report on how 

the fishing is. I'm interested in whether there's going to be 

any fish. And I think that it's about time that we got up to 

date. 

Well, that's about what I wanted to tell you. So I ask 

this question: Can we as a nation entertain the painful possi-

bility that our proud effort to conquer nature and to tame the 

frontier may very well have been destructive and can we reverse 

our course? Now what I've outlined to you today is just some 

of the problems and some of the things that I think are going 

to be necessary. I personally think that the structure of our 

%¢¢t¢~y Federal Government needs to be reorganized to establish 
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a whole new department on environmental control, because 

we're talking about life and breath. We take for granted, 

we take for granted, dear friends, several things: we take 

for granted the air that we breathe; we take for granted that 

there is an unlimited supply of water, and there isn'tr (As 

a matter of fact, one of the shortest resources in the world 

today is clean water.); we take for granted that there is lots 

of land and living space. I want you now to take forgranted 

that God Almighty had a plan for this earth and it was called 

an ecology, a balance between man and his environment. And 
has 

man has altered that environment, and in some places,/altered 

it to his detriment. We have a high standard of living, and 

if we don't watch out, we're going to have a higher standard 

of dying. 

This is what this conference is about. You're .going to 

have experts talk to you; I'm not an expert. I'm a concerned 

citizen. I have spent a good deal of my time trying to get 

legislation on the book~ but I've learned a long time ago that 

laws are no better than the willing nessof the people to abide 

by them. And what we need, is indeed, an awareness on the 

part of the people of what we're talking about, the seriousness 

of it, the seriousXness of it,ladies and gentlemen~ We finally 

got the seriousness of German Measles, for children yet unborn; 

a pregnant mother that was doomed to have a deformed child. 

We finally got the seriousness, if you please, of Thalidomide, 

a drug that was taken during pregnancy that destroyed life. 

We finally got the seriousness of Strontium 90, getting in our 

,milk, from nuclear tests,and causing cancer. We finally got 
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some seriousness about a few other things, such as we found 

out about polio, smallpox; we found out that people died 

from the plague of smallpox and something could be done about 

itr and today we require vaccination. Now, ladies and gentlemen, 

we better find out that smallpox is a small problem and so is 

German measles compared to what we're talking about here today. 

Adlai Stevenson, in his last address before the United Nations, 

summed it up for us, and listen to this. This is why I've 

covered the international as well as the local. These words 

of this wonderful, beautiful man: 

We travel together, passengers on a 
little space ship, our world, depende~t 
on its vulnerable resources of air and 
soil, all committed to our safety, to 
its security and peace, preserved from 
annihilation only by the care, the work 
(and I will say,the love) that we give 
our fragile craft. 

I have been Chairman of the Space Council of your government. 

I can say to the young men and women in this audience that the 

air that an astronaut breathes as he lands on the moon or as 

he travels in an Apollo space¢t~t~capsule is so much better 

than what you breath on earth that there is no comparison. 

The water that he drinks is pure; the food that he eats is 

balanced and nutritious. His chances of living are much better 

than yours, even though he travels in space, because man has 

put his technology and his science to making that space capsule 

clean, unpolluted, safe. And we stand and we marvel at it. 

And here we have a space capsule of our own, and that's where 

we live. We live on a little capsule called Earth, and it is 

spinning through the solar system, and each day by communication 
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we get a little closer together. Each day by industrialization 

other 
we at each/a little more. And what Adlai Stevenson said was 

"We travel together, passengers on a little space ship," and 

then he reminded us that we will be "preserved from annihila-

tion only by the care, the work" and the love "that we give 

our fragile craft." And to my young friends who have shown 

so much concern these recent years to a world that would be 

free of violence, and many young people who today say that 
the 

what this world needs is love rather than hate, ~~~ many young 

people who say that what we need is to be more concerned and 

considerate of each other, rather than to be unconcerned and 

antagonistic, the best way that I know how to do it, is to 

take care of the air that you breathe, the water that you 

drink, the land on which you live, and the community where 

you will spend the days of your life. Thank you very much. 
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Cloquet and St. Louis River Pollution 

Attached are three short but excellent statements on the 

pollution and problems of the St. Louis River. The St. Louis 

used to be one of the outstanding rivers of the entire Great Lakes. 

I am sure you have observed its beauty along Highway 23 at Fond 

du Lac. According to Dale Bryson, the top Federal Water Pollution 

Control Administration (FWPCA) official in Minnesota, the St. Louis 

River is now "one of the most polluted streams in the state". If 

and when this river is cleaned up, it has a vast recreational 

potential. The quality of its water is now so degraded, however, 

that safe swimming and fishing are now impossible. 

Furthermore, even under the standards appr ove d by the 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (PCA) and the Federal Water 

Pollution Control Administration (FWPCA), recreational fishing 

will be impossible. Thus, when Northwest Paper Company, Conwed 

Corporation (formerly Wood Conversion) and the City of Cloquet 

install and operate the kind of secondary treatment facility 

which meets the standards now applicable, recreational fishing 

will still be impossible according to Dale Bryson. The reason 

is that these standards are not high enough to provide the oxygen 

necessary to support the most desirable sport fish. The minimum 

dissolved oxygen requirements for the St. Louis River between 

Cloquet and Fond du Lac of three (3) milligrams per litre is 

insufficient oxygen for popular fish such as coho salmon. The 

standard should be no less than six (6) milligrams per litre. 



The St. Louis River has the potential for the finest coho 

salmon stream on Lake Superior. There is no excuse for standards 

which really do not clean up this river. 

In addition to the water pollution problems of the St. 

Louis River, the air pollution caused by industry in Cloquet 

has fouled the air for miles around ever since I can remember 

as a child in Duluth during the early 1940's. The stench is 

as bad as ever and continues to permeate the air around Scanlon 

as you drive into Duluth on Highway 35 and 61 and continues 

to extend at least as far as Duluth when the wind is out of 

the west. 
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EKVIRO~-:-=::.nA-:: .. E::?~cEC'I'S 0? POLI.,UT::':ON Al\~ DIV~RSICX 

0~ T::E ST. LCLTIS RIVE~ 

?~C Project ~o. 2360 
October 15, 1968 

T!::is rc?ort is :.r.. rc;s!)o:::se ~o ·:::~~e .:.-:: ·::c.c:-...::C ~·.· .. eso:::-c::1da d.::~cd Xcver2bcr 2L:., 1967 , 
:C::c::1 U'nO:::Gr Scc::ct.::.ry 3:...::(::, ~:.-~ :~ .J:.:.:..y $... :.S68;.. ~:: ... ~~·:. ·..::-. ..: ) ... .s.:.:..::i.:::-:e Solicitor , 
l<.2cl&IT .. c:tion .8.:-;.d ~12::-, ~o ·L::--.:. c~::c2::~-. :i.~-:.:; :??C ?~v~~(>..: ~::.SG .:;.· . .-:~·:. ..... ~ ~-...:-.::.on of 
tl1e St . Louis Ri.vc::-. J.2.si..c i::::or::-.. 2. ~i.o:: :.:o:: -~:-.:...s ::c~::Jc::-~ \·las g.:.: :..:.::. e::.4 ....;~ 0y 
vcrious ::.zencies .s..r..C. is :.:s~G ·::o CG-::2~:.-.-. i:-:..:; r2(:c..:::..:.:c::C:.s. ·.::.o~s . 

the particip2ti~g ~gcncics arG att~c~ec ~s rc __ cws: 

Ex~ibit A - 3~reau oi Sport ?isheries an~ Wil~lifa 
Exhibit ~ - ?edcral Wa~er ?oll~~io~ Co~trol Age~cy 
Exhibit C 2nc u - 3uresu of Out~ccr Recreation 
Exhibit ] - il . S. Geological Survey 

Supporti~g i~formc:tion ~eports are as follows: 

Exhinit Lower St . Louis River -
~i~nesota Departcent of Co~servation, Fre~ch River s~ation 

Exhi~it G - St. Lo~is River Fishi~g History - 1967 - Jero=e A. 3lazevic, 
Dulcth, ~i~n~sot& 

Ex:.::_~ it 1.::· - Co::-.:.-:-~--.J.nicc:t::..c:: ::::co::: ~-!z i:.:o .:-'- .. ~::.2.::., C2.o ·::'l...:.2~, !~:.:-:r!2sot.2. 

Exhibit I - \·later Q·..1ality Criteria, :?2ge !.;.'3,-L;.L;. - Feciarc:l \.Jater 
Pollution Control Ad=inistration 

T~1e St. ~ouis Riv2:- fc::-r~:. s t~e Oou:."1.C:c..::-y lir:.e bet\·Jee::1 M:ir:u.::so~a ar-~d ~\T:!..sco:1si:1 

f:.:orr1 a ?Oir:t o:-.. e - ~1c:.lf :-lt:.le no;:--::1:-:.\vcs~ cf Fencl Cu Lac, lv:i:l:lesotc:, to th2 ::-.. outh 
of the river at D~luth- Superior . Because of this , the St . Louis River is 
subject to i~terstc:te wate~ quality stan~ards . 

Gross ~ol lu ·tion exists fro:a the CL:y cf Cloqcet C:ou:-.stre.s.:-:1 to t~e 
co~th (Ex~i~its 3, F, G). 
Disch.ar-g2s C0 :.-.. t.:::_::1. sc:!.id.s, dissolvec! orga :.::~c r:.a:te::ic..::.., ~=-J.C c::2~:.cal 
wastes (~x~i~it B) . 
Ext!'C:~Y~E:ly :...cxv C:~..::.::c!..vcd cxyg2n cor:.cGnt:c..:::.t:!..o~s occu::- c:~ri~-.. ~ --·~ 1 flo\v 
pc;:-ioG.s ~~~:~:1i0i·~.s ~~ ~) . 

Solid di..s.:~:c.:::-g:c:.s c:~..:!\.:raule..te :.:1 Thor::.?SOl'l Lc;.~~e 2nd in Fo:1d c ·..:. _z.c Lc:l::e 
(E::~hi~~ ·~ ~) . 

l~rcsht·1.::-::2~ i;.~s2cts !.10:C:!I~s.lly prese!.:.t ir.:. clean water n.z.ve be~n rzpl.aced 
~y pollutio~- tole~~nt species (Exhibit F). 

- Extensive f~sh ~ills h~ve occurred. (l954 che~ical kill ; 1956 and 1953 
low oxyge~ concent~atic~s) . ( 7 ·' .; ,_; ~ u ~ G ' ...... xa .... .J-- .... s .u,.;.. , • 1 

' 

-

..... . 
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.!-.. ·vc-:y li~~i~(:d 1..:sc is naCe of ~l""!c :o\'72:C section of the river by 
l&~c=~n :2~njow &nd brown t~out (Sx~i~~ t A,F). 
T~e St . Lo~is Rive: ~~s an ext~e~aly iigh poten~~al for coho sal~cn 

- T~e water e~i~s a st~ong odor downst:e~~ i~o~ Cloquet to t~e couth 
of the rive: at Juiu~~ C=xhi~~~ A, ?, a~d £~el~ o~se:v~tions). 

- ~ish livin~ in t~~s lower sec~ion of ~he St . Louis ~ivcr below 
Cloquet ~ave this o~o: a~~ ~aste in t~e~: ~odies, ma~~ng t~e2 
incd~ble (Exhibit G an~ field contacts) . 

- The flow of ~~c St . ~ouis ~~ve: ~~s £:~ct~a:~c~s us~a:~y ~c~~en 
300 to 19,000 c£::: Hith tl:e c:v:::. : ::..;e Dcu of ::.,8CO cfs (:Ex::~:.i.::s E,?). 

- Except £o: le&~::..ge, . ::..ll of the St . ~c~is ~ivar is diverted 2~0~~~ 
sc Gi1ic Jz.y Cool\:e S ·t.s.. -~G ?.9. r:"'- C: ~r- :.r-_g ·t.::-_G lc~·l ~lc~·7 r:o~:.-cl-:s o£ Sl:::"::-.:2:: 
(Exhi~its C,?,~. an~ field observations) . 

2 

- Ad~itional £:ows through t~e per~ woul~ i=prove tte aesthetic ~~al~:ias 
which wocl~ increase the quality of t~e visitor•s experience (=xti~i= C). 

- Visits to Jay Cooke State Pa~k ~ave bea~ increasing a~c~ yea r ant z=e 
estirllatGd ~o reach 695,COO visito~-C!c:.ys in l9SO (~x:~i"bit J) . 

- A l~~ited ·coldweter fishery ~ight be restored in the section o£ t~a 
river th:.-o~:;h Jc:y Coo:ce State ?ark (E:-:::~bi.ts A,C ,?) . 
Be::::( er-os:.cr: 2-~d siltati.or. occ ·~r e:<t:e:J.sively c.lor~g t:l.e ~iver 

Tl1e St . Lc~:..s ~iv2::- ::-ecciv2s a ::2.E..VY -pol~utior1c.!.. load f~o:r:. t:1e Co::~·72:~ 
Corpo:-z.t~o !.~ 2.:-:.::l t:-.. 2 ~:o :::-t):~'\·72Si: :?c.~er Co:-~:?c.::::y, both in Cloq-c.et > c..s · ,·JC~~ .s..s 
severc:l s=el~a: firms there e~d ~~w~stre~~ to the ~o~th of the rive r . 
Se~~lc.zc ~cceiv~=----~ ? ~i:-.:!E... ~~.l .:::1.c! l:..t~~G or ::v .sccur:.d.::.i·y ·::ree:.~ :::.Gr:;: is d~-::?zC 
into ~he St. ~ou~s ~ivc~ f~o2 Clo~uet, Sc2~lo~, Es~o, C~rlto~ , a~C o~Gc= 
residant~s: ~ccaiities. 

Disch::..~g2s ~n~o t~e river contain solids ~rc~ wo~~ processing as wall 

I ~ \ .. --;."') . 

the ~ischzrges lower the dissolved oxygen co~~ e~tra~io~s ~o levels ~angaro~s 
to c~u2tic l~f2, cspcci~lly fis~. Ex~2~sive f~s~ ~i~:s ~ave ~esulte~ 

. i~~~~~~~~~~s~~~~~:s ~~~H~h=n~:~~~~t B~~f e~~~~:~t! 9~~u~:~ ~~~~~f~s in 
Ttc:-.:?SO'-:. L.2.l(2 a::!C: t~(: o·~her :_::L ?oud C:u Lc:.c . Sol:.d \·:.s.ste s C:2?0Sited i:1 
tha reservoirs increase the rate o£ depletion of oxygen fro3 the water 
duG to t:1eir c~·7~l. oxygen de:-.i.E.:J.d . 

Citen. the dischergas o£ effluent 
or ::.~ycrs o~ :'o.:-..:,1 on t::e sur::ece . 

\Vi~l cause d~scoloretion o:: the 

Thera is 2lso an un?leasent o~or w~ich is sti:l detectable naar the 
mou~~ of tha =iv~r. This co~dition 'i:as i:-:l?arted itself to the fis'i: ~n 
the river so t~at from Clo:~et to the couth, fish are inedible due to 
the foul tc..st8 . 
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co~;l~x o~ ins~c~s l~vi~g in ~he river. S;2cies s~c~ ~s mcyflies , 
ca~dis~lics a~ci s~c~e flies, ~or=elly p::esen: i~ cla::~ water with 
high oxyg2~ c c~ccntrations, are no lanse:: pr2se=:. Sl~cige wor~s a~d 

r11idge lar\/~2 \·7:1i(.:h c~n s~::-vive lo\·7 c:...:y:;s:: r:o\·7 ?::'2~c:::.ii-:2.te. 

At tha prcse~: ti=e there is c vary li~i~e d use =e~e c~ t~e river by 
1" 1 · -:. ~- ,,., ·~ ~~-, ·~ ,-y-7 - -c1 ·.) .. ,..-.7-· r-· · -·· ·- T.Ti ··,_ n~' ~"' ··- c· ~~ ~··" o.c "'0,.1.1·,~-~on <>nd; _ ......... ._t.,;.._u .. .a. ---·-~V\ ........... _1....1\ ...... ..,. _...J\....._ . V', -l....,;_l 

6
J_ ...... _.,C - ..,_ c.;:c... .... - ... J .L. c' '----- • ....., .. 

good oxyze~ cc=c 2~tratio~s, .the St . ~ot.:is R~ver co~:~ b~ the best on 
L&~e St.:? cricr. Wit~ t~is cl e::n~p. =he c~~c sa~=o= co~ld also ma~e 
eztensive use of the river sysLe~, t~us ;roviQi=g & velt.:ac:e r esource to 
Mi~~esota e=d Wisco~si~ . 

The section of tha river is a vah:::bla 
~esthetic reso~~cc . D~ri~g ~~ch of ~hz y2er there is litt~c 0~ ~o 
floH throt:g::. the pe::k . A cor.st&r.t flm-7 ire'-< ·:he ':.\~o:·.:?s on R2se:rvoi~ 

WOL ~d i~c::ease the q~ality of t~e park visitor 1 s experience . 
visits ~~e ?~oj~cted to reach 695 ,000 visitor - c~ys by 1980. 
cor:sta!l.t . fl(J\V, a limited cold\·7ate~ fisb.e~y ::light be ::-estored 
secLion oi the river . 

\Vi d:. ;:._ 
to this 

Hi:.:::. a r:: inin~::-1 flm-: o£ 50- 100 cfs thro'.lgl:. t:l:.e Jay Coc:(e Stzte Pa::-k a~ea, 
1 the visitors to the park would e~joy tteir visi~s ::1ore and soce would 

receive the be~efit~ oi fis~ing on an exc-3ptio=al:y ~e~~tiful part of 
the rive r . Another ~enefit wot:ld be the hig~ DO cc=c2~t~ation of the 
wate~ dua to the action of tte rapids and falls i~ t~e par~ area. This 
would ce::n tiet the portion of the river below the rapi~s area would be 
saturated with oxygen, or c lose to it. 

3 

l. CurreEtly pl2.i.i.Led pollutic~:. abate;necrt r:,easuras 'De :.:.nstelled irr:.:.ediately . 
(T~bl2 l, Exhi~it Z) 2~d st~ictly enfo~ccd ::..~ o~Cer to reduce t~e 
discharsa o= pollut2d effluent s to t~a river a~c its tributaries. 

2. 

Steps b2 :;_r~s -~i gc.. ted to upgr.=:de th.e q_-~::::..~ity o£ ·~:12 ~vater enviror.~ent 

by reaicr taining a PO level of at least 6 P?2 for 2.ll sections pf the 
~iv~~ as soon ~s presz~tly planned &~~tesc~t ~easures are instclled 
(Exhibits A,F,I). 

~, .c 
::.!.OH 0.:.. or bette~; drop co 

50 cfs a~ all tices* 
be provice:(l balGvl the Tl-:o~u? Son Rese::vo ir for ci:.a ?r esarvatio~ of t::.c: 
::ifile a:1d pool co::-t?le:{ to c:ccc:':"'.!"~I.Oclz . .-te t:ps::l:'c c::.: r::.oven1en.t of :-.:i g::-ati~!.~ 

fish, nnd to increase the quality ex?arience £or visitors to Jey Coo~e 
State Park (Exhibits A~C ). (-'!ir..ii"!lur.L flm·l of 100 cfs is equival.:;r..t to 

... . 
.:2 rec!uctim1 oi abou;: 2000 I<:I-E 1 s. T:.>.e estina~ed capacity of tl:e u:~strea::1 

l1ydr-oelect:. .. ic ?lc::.nt (tl1e oaly one &f:Ccctecl) is rc.ted et 66 , 600 10.\TI~•s 

accorcing to a ~r . Rise o:: ?edera:!. ?m1er Co::-~issio~ Chicago Reg:.onal O~:::ice. 

•'<Invcs::i;:..:tion should be r::.::de by :Y:i,:::.esotc. Pou er a::d :..i ;;::. :: Co::-.peny about 
possibil it ies of pu8ped storage curing late night ~o~rs as a r.1eans of regulati~g 
flcH . 

., 
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? 
..J. 3ros~on co~~rol cc~su~2s Oe ~do?ted to p~cv~~t ~~~~r~l ~~d ~n-~~ce 

~~~~ erosic~ alo~; the St . Lo~is Riva= a~d its trij~taries ~o preve~t 
hc;a.vy s:.lt:.:l~io:.:. oi s:-;.s.\·i~1i:-.. :; c.:.·Gas (~:..:l~i0i-c .. ~_). 

4. A fis~ p2ss~ge ~ac~licy be i~st~lled in th~ ?o~2 du L~c D~2 when 
it is ~ete~~i~ed by the ~in~esot.:. De)~=tn~~t oi Co~se=v~tion a~d 
the; 3i..lre;2.u of S?c::-~ Fis~:.G:~ics c:.~-.d ~·!~2.d2.i::2 -::~ .. ~t i ::-.:?rovcd \ ·7~ -:.:cr 
co~ditio~s a~~ i~cre.:.sed fis~ 2ove~e~t3 wa==znt the ~ee2 for 
a fis~w~y or ot~er str~ct~ra (:xhibit A) . 

5. St~te oi Mi~~esot.:. s~ould ~evelop w.:.ter ~uality sca=derds for the 
St. Loc:is 2iver 'Cv'll ic~~ Here o:-.1it'Ced f:cc::: ori;ir-. .:.l su'D:7lissio:l to 

' ' 
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~·!<l~or· Q·..:c:.2-:.~y 

c~.:t0:.""ia 

Dis:::olve;:i 
O:·:ygc i: 

T.ASL~ l 

SU~-Y.i-~~y o~· ?~O?OS2J :,..;_~ .. ~3?: QJ_.:._LI~ S~-.:.~,= --~~S 

ST . LCU:S :~IV~~ 
3Y 

~I~J:\~SO?f-_ ?O~Lt.;?IOX CC~·~?;.JL _.;.G-3:,~:;y 

SGVG:::-1 3eave::- Le:.Xe 
O:J.tle--c ~~o CJ.cc::.a:. 

125 (es~ .) 

?:-cpc.ga-vio::1 c..::d 
~a~~te~a~ca of sJort 
o~ cc~-~e~c ~c..l fis~, 
whole body contac~ 
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The young people of this nation are now facing a challenge 

which, in my estimation, if far greater than any faced by 

previous generations. 

-- They have been born in an age where technological 

advancements have progressed so far that certain of its 

anplications to sophisticated nuclear weaponry threaten 

the total survival of future ~enerations. This is a grave 

responsibility, indeed, to pass on to the young people of 

today. 

-- They are the inheritors of a nation in which settlement 

and industrial development have taken their toll in the use 

of our natural resources. 

We were once a country that could boast of abundant resources. 

--Our forests were plentiful 

--Our great bodies of water were clean and un olluted 

- - Our wildlife was not threatened with extinction because 

of exposure to chemical compounds. 

--Our air was clean -- untainted by smo . 

We must remember, however, that our industrial development 

made us a leading pm-1er in the world. It has given us a 

very high standard of living, but we have paid a price for 

our comfort in the dissipation of our natural resources. 

This is unfortunate, but we cannot turn back the clock. We 

must deal with the realities that exist today. 

-\ 
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Our young people face serious responsibilities. They 

must deal in a very real sense with the question of man's 

survival on this planet. Their latitude has been considerably 
narrowed by technological breakthroughs which have occurred 

and the options that are open to them. 

They too must leave a heritage for those who will follow 
in the future. 

The achievement of peace in the world is certainly one 

top priority. Limitations must be placed upon the use of 
destructive weapons and war must be made obsolete as a means 
of settling disputes. 

Preservation of our environment is another very important 
necessity. Given the predictions of several emminent scientists, 
we have only another thirty years to survive on this planet, 
if means are not implemented to stop pollution now. 

Will the year 2000 be an end or a beginning. Only this 

young, new generation can determine that fully by their 

efforts in the cause of preservation of mankind. And that 
is really what we are talking about when we discuss the 

preservation of environment. 

My ~eneration has tried to solve many of these problems. 
In many i~stances, ~ have laid the groundwork for the 

future. 
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--The 1963 Nuclaur Test Ban Treaty was an important 

step in tryine to establish peace and in protecting the 

environment from the harmful effects of nuclear bomb 

testing. 

--The 1970 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty another 

vital step to control the use of nuclear weapons. 

Past generations have expressed concern for pollution 

and it is interesting to note that the first major Federal 

water pollution Act, the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 

is still being used to ~ollution of our navigable 

waters. 400 suits per year are bein~ filed under this 

Act ~· the .rustp;partment at the present time. The ~a:;z;,. tz#J ~j.. 'lit~ ~ ,t.;d 1 U ~ nvolving erm 1 pollution in Biscayne Bay reee~tly 

f~sQ ey ~fie ASffiiRiB~P~£~ this Act as one of its 

counts., The legislation was originally designed to clean 

up refuse in New York Harbor, but \'las extended to cover a 

great segment of our navi~able waters. 

The Act states, 11 it shall not be lawful to throw, discharge, 

or deposit, or cause, suffer or procure to be thrown, discharged 

or deposited either from any ship barge, or other floating 

craft of any kind, or from the shore, wharf, manufacturing 

establishment, or mill of any kind, any refuse matter of any 

kind or description whatever other than that flowing from 

streets and sewers and oassin~ therefrom in a liquid state, 

into any navigable water of the United States, or into any 

tributary of any navigable water of the United States, or into 

any tributary of any navigable water from which the same 
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shall float or be washed into such navigable water ... " 

Of course, there is a humorous aspect in the application 

of this Act in that it deals with the modern problem of 

. tr;::;;;t pollution~ but does not treat sewage. Fortunately, ~ r 
~~~ laws we have developed have brought many of our sewage 

problems under some measure of control. 

1 
( 

This Act was interpreted in L966 in a case involving 

the United States vs. Standard Oil .• Justice Douglas 

ruled that the 1899 Act included as refuse "a-11 foreign 

substances and pollutants apart f~om those " flowing from 

streets and sewers ... " Hence this Act ~as used in a 

case dealing with $ il pollution. 

Also, it is a commentary on the fact that sufficient 

le islation has not been ~~ to deal with modern pollution 

problems, such as thermal and radiological pollution. 
~ I 

I~ the Act t-ras expanded to provide penal:t tes for 

those who polluted rrom $250.00 to $2,500.00 or thirty 

days in jail. 

In 1904 studies were conducted by Jordan, Russell, 

Zeit and Frost on the longevity of typhoid, cholera and 

dysentry bacteria in re gard to stream purification. It 

was found that streams would purify themselves to a degree, 

In 1912 Congress extended the functions of the Public 

Health ~ervice to include the " investigation of the diseases 

of man and conditions influencing the propagation and spread 

thereof, including sanitation and sewage and the pollution 

either directly or indirectly of the navigable stream and 
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lakes of the United States. '' 

In 1913 the Public Health Service set up the first field 

station for this purpose to make studies of pollution and 

self purification in Ohio. 

The Oil Pollution Control Act of 1924 was another important 

piece of legislation. It provided penalties of up to $2 . 500.00 

or imprisonment up to a year for dumping oil into the navigabble 

waters of the United States. This Act was emasculated somewhat 

in 1966 by a court ruling that "it was necessary to prove 

intent or conscious ne glect before companies could be fined 

or prosecuted for oil pollution. ~~ 

In the 1920's and 1930's there were findings made relating 

to biological wastes treatments. This type of bacterial 

treatment is widely used in sewage treateaet plants today. 

In 1931 Thorndike Seville ~ an American professor of Economics 

and Political Science made a comment on the subject of pollution 

which I still think has relevance today. He said, "The com

plexity of the problem of water pollution is indicated by 

the fact that with all the advance in the sciences related 

to industry and government, with the notable increase in 

stream pollution everywhere consequent upon industrial 

development and growth of urban populations, no country has 

yet worked out any _scheme satisfactorily reconciling the 

conflicting interests of public water supply versus waste 

disposal ; of industrial interests versus those of the sportsman ; 

of public welfare as opposed to private or corporate gain; or, 
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in short, the true conservation of water resources by maximum 

judicious use for the ,reatest public benefit. 11 

However, it was not until 19~8 that a major bill was in

troduced to deal with water pollution. It was the work of S. :k• 
Alben Barkley and Robert Taft. The Water Pollution Control 

Act of 1948 represented a major brealcthrough in terms of 

Federal· recognition of the problem, although it provided 

little aid, control, or enforcement. The Act provided for 

project leans for development of sewage plants up to $250,000. 

at 2% interest to cover 1/3 of the total cost of a project. 

But appropriations were limited and were not available to 

help local communities. The Act also provided that the Public 

Health Service coordinate research, provide technical informa-

tion, and when asked by affected states - provide limited 

enforcement over interstate waters. It also declared that 

pollution was best dealt with on the loval level. 
~ 

~~~--~~~~~~~ ~he next important bill came about 

because of the efforts of a fine Minnesotan, Congressman 

Blatnik and it became public law 660 on July 9, 1956. The 

important aspect of this bill was its provision to provide 

grants - in-aid to help local communities build sewage disposal 

plants. The bill contained appropriations in the amount 

of $100 million annually, based on estimates by health officials 

that outlays for construction of $500 million annually would 

be needed for the next ten years. 
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The Eisenhower administration officials protested the 

construction grants. The law strengthened the Federal 

government's responsibility to encourage states and localities 

to control their pollution. The Act required the Public 

Health Service to assist states in preparing comprehensive 

programs for the elimination and reduction of pollution 

of interstate water~. It authorized grants of $3 million 

annually in matching funds to state and interstate agencies 

in development of comprehensive water pollution control 

programs. It authorized $500 million for ten years for matching 

grants to heln localities construct sewage disposal plants, 

with a limit of $50 million per year. Allocations were 

( limited to 30% 

/municipA.li ties 

revision. 

of project cost. 50% of the funds went to 

of 125 000 or less. This was a very important 

It established a \'later pollution Control Advisory Board 

and made provision for antipollution rules by authorizing 

the Surgeon General to call a conference of officials when 

he had reason to believe "pollution of interstate waters 

was occurring "and to recommend remedial action after the 

conference~ If no action was taken by the offender, the 

offended state could request the Attorney General of the 

United States to bring suit against the offender. 

L In 1958 President Eisenhower asked Congress to discontinue 

the grants provision to a three year term on the ~rounds 

that the states should pay for their own construction costs , 
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based on a telephone tax rebate program which would give 

the states revenue. The Administration was not successful 

in its attempt to have the grant program revert to a state 

level. 

~n 1959 and 1960 expanded water pollution control legislation 

was~and President Eisenhower vetoed it. 

The grants-in-aid program to states was successful and it 

was popular. A strong case could be made that the grants 

had a profound effect on pollution control efforts. During 

the two years following passage of the bill, sewage construction 

works doubled. Thirty-five states achieved their highest 

all-time levels of construction. A third of the projects 

which were constructed in 1958 were those which had received 

Federal grants. 

L__The chief argument against President Eisenhower's taxereQate 

was that there was no guarantee that funds would be used for 

pollution control activities. 

During this period I supported the proposals for expanded 

water pollution legislation vigorously. 

The 

Federal aid wer 

and subsequent bills increasing 

of the Administration's 

position that "Becau e water pollution is a uniquely local 

blight, primary responsibility for solving the problem lies 

not with the Federal government, but rather must be exercised, 

as it has been, by State and local governments ... By holding 

forth the promise of a laree-scale program of long term 



_; 9 -

Federal support, it would tempt municipalities to delay 

essential water pollution abatement efforts while they 
waited for Federal funds." 

In the 1960 Presidential ca~oaign the Democratic ticket 
of John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson charged that 

Eisenhower's veto of the pollution bill for increased 

grarits-in-aid was a 11 national tragedy " . 

Kennedy declared, "The problem of water pollution is 

not a local problem ..• We must step up the fight against -
water pollution. We must stimulate construction of needed 

sewage and waste treatment plants and prevent further spread 
of water pollution. Our goal must be abundant clean water 

for all Americans, with full utilization of every drop of 
water in every river system in the nation. tl 

~ Congressman Blatnik introduced a bill which 

proposed a Federal Water Pollution Control Administration, 
as a separate independent operating agency within the 

Department of Health, Education & Welfare. 

It contained a significant innovation in the field of 

enforcement. Under e~~ legislation Federal enforcement 
onerations applied only to interstate waters which flow 
across or form a part of boundaries between two or more 

states. Of the 26,000 bodies of water in the United States 
only an estimated 4,000 were interstate and did not include, 
as an example, a great part of the Great Lakes and their 
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tributaries or many other important bodies of water. 
61~ 

This situation was corrected in the bt:lf. Enforcement .. 
proceedings were toughened and an enforcement construction 

grant fund of $25 million was proposed to help financially 

pressed communities who had to construct treatment facilities 

for sewage because of enforcement proceedings. 

The bill became law with provisions agreeing to most 

of the proposals, except for the proposal giving the Secretary 

the power to issue orders for abatement. The law provided 

that if pollution was not abated within the specified time , 

the Secretary could ask the Attorney General to bring suit 

to secure abatement in case of interstate pollution. In the 

case of intrastate pollution, the Secretary could only ask 

for such a suit provided he had the written consent of the 

state involved. 

What followed was the legislation titled the Water Quality 

Act of j..965. It increased construction grants to $150 -million, facilitated multicommunity and large construction 

programs. It contained significant and needed administrative 

administrative reorganization. Public Health Service Controls 

were substituted by direct action by the Secretary of HEW. 

The maj~r thrust of this legislation was its initiation 

of water quality standards. No clear standards of violation 

existed previously. And even today all aspects of pollution 

have not been implement in water quality standards. 

The states were required to establish standards, adopt a 
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plan for implementation and enforcement of these standards. 

Senator Muslde with strong Johnson administration backtng 

took the leadership in securing strong water quality standards. 

Later on the administration of the Federal Water Pollution 
I 

Control Administration was transferred to the Department 

of the Interior as a result of an Executive Order. 

~ater quality standards have to be approved by the Secretary 

of the Interior. as they are submitted by the States. All 

states have submitted standards, but some have not been fully 

approved to date. 

During the past few weeks a bill to amend the Water Pollution 

Control Act was reported out of Conference in the Congress 

and.must be signed into law by the President. 

It deals very strongly with the proble,m of oil pollutione -h N ' 
It establishes a clean up authority for oil pollution. It 

contains strict features of liability to oil shippers and 

covers onshore and offshore installations. Penalties are 

set forth as $100.00 per gross ton in regard to oil spills 

or a maximum of $14 million. We have advanced a long way 

from the Oil Act of 1924 and penalties of $250.00 to $2,500.00. 

It requtres reasonable assurance from anyone requ~ring 

licensing to construct facilities within the states that their 

operation will not cause oollution of the waters of the state. 

It calls for research on the environmental effects of pesticides. 

It deals with sewa~e from small boats. It also touches on 

thermal pollution of water. 
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Up to this point we have been concerned with legislation 

dealing with water pollution. If there had not been 

extensive concern with air pollution, one can understand why. 

It was not until the development of the automobile, the 

airplane, and heavy industrial plant expansion that air 

pollution became a noticaa~le and dangerous problem. 

Industrial wastes alone did not attract much attention, although 

_ a problem certainly in urban areas. But combined with mass 

use of the automobile and the airplane, the situation is 

W severe one that we face today. 

LThe problem of air pollution l>~as tackled in a major sense 

in the Clean Air Act of 1965. 

Title II of this bill deals with air pollution from motor 

vehicles and sets Federal standards for emmissions and requires 

that pollution devices be developed for automobiles "as soon 

as it is practical and feasible n . 

Another section of the Act deals with Federal assistance 

to the states in dealing with solid wastes -- garbage, refuse ,etc. 

The Clean Air Act was further amended in 1967 to strengthen 

One striking provision is that it allows a State, political 

subdivision, intermunicioal or interstate agency to adopt 

standards and plans to implement an air quality program which 

will achieve a hi .her level of ambient air quality than that 

approved by the Secretary of HEvl. 
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This is a most interesting provision in light of one 

of the most important pollution controversies in the 

country today. This controversy involves the State~ 

of Minnesota. 

Somehow Minnesota or Minnesotans seem always to be in 

the forefront of the battle to combat pollution
0

Mid ~ 

In the question of nuclear power plants being builfi 

within the State, the State contends that the standard 

set for the amount of radioisotopes which are to be 

discharged into State waters are not high enough to protect 

the health and welfare of the people of Minnesota. The 

standard is a Federal standard which is being challenged 

and the case will decide whether a state has the right 

clearly to set a higher standardsthan that set by the 

Federal government. 

I feel that the State of Minnesota has every right to 

pursue this claim in protecting the health and welfare of 

hereeitizens. This is a most important case and its outcome 

m-y affect many people throughout the nation. Seventeen 

states have filed briefs in support of Minnesota's case. 

The Clean Air Act also states that the Secretary of 

Health, Education and Welfare shall after appropriate 

consultAtion issue to the states such criteria of air 

quality as in his judgement may be requisite for the protection 

of public health and welfare. The States are to set up 



. • 
- 14 -

for approval by the Secretary means of implementation, maintenance 

and enforcement of air quality standards. Air quality regions 

have been established under the Act and enforcement provisions 

are included. 

Now, I think it may be lo~ical for all of you to raise 

the question, ''If all this legislation exists, why do we still 

have a pollution problem?" 

The answer to that question is quite complex and the solutions 

are even more complex. 

That is why it is important for all of you to continue 

your interest in pollution. Because after all of the rhetoric 

and after all of the complaints, a great deal more action will 

be needed before pollution can be brought under control. 

There are many areas in which legislation does not exist, 

or if it does exist it is not strong enough to do the job. 

All existing pollution legislation stops at our feet for 

one thing -- the Water Quality Act and the Water Pollution Control 

Act and amendments are designed to protect our surface water --

our lakes, rivers and streams. 

~Other existi~g acts are directed at air pollution and 

conservation of wilderness areas. 

~ere is still no legislation to protect our vast bodies~~ 
of sub-surface water -- the underground reservoirs that are -~~ 

the water supply of the future. 
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Industry is already taking advantage of this gap in the 

control laws by dumping toxic wastes down deep injection wells 

wastes that in a few years, or sooner will migrate underground 

and poison these valuable reservoirs. 

Much of this waste -- injected under pressure into geological 

formations, once considered stable -- eventually finds its way 

to the surface and re-pollutes the surface waters and the 

atmosphere. ---~Brine wastes injected deep in the earth in Canada have 

already erupted in Mi~higan~In Texas, sweet wells have been 

poisoned and sewer lines have broken as high pressure wasta 

injection found new underground channels. 

J.-...rrhermal pollution has not been dealt with adequately in 

a legislative sense on either a Federal or State level. 

The Hangers of thermal pollution upon marine ecology are 

many, including death from high temperatures, oxygen reduction 

in water to a toxic extent and harmfu~ effects which relate 

to spawning and migratory habits of our marine life. 

~Pollution from radioisotopes is another area that needs 

careful examination. The dangers of cancer and lukemia to those 

who have been exposed to these isotopes, either in drinking water 

or by breathing them in still have to be carefully estimated~ 

Not all cancer occurs immediately due to exposure. There is 

a latent period for the disease and the effects of radioisotopes 

must be measured over a long period of time. Their effects 

should also be measured by a particular study of the environment 

where they will be discharged. 
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Their effects on embryos and marine life have not been 

considered in light of the present Atomic Energy Commission 

Standards. The standards are based on studies which were 

made at Hiroshima over twenty years ago after the bomb explosion• 

There has been no legislation to require the AEC to perform 

specific environmental studies relating to the ecology where 

nuclear power plants are to be constructtd. I think this 

should be cor~and such studies not left to power companies 

to perform or~the states who may not have the resources to 

perform adequate studies. • 

Minnesota is the first state to challenge these starlleeds 

and her efferts may change the whole legislative outlook on 

this subject. 

~Pesticides are another hazard. The ban on DDT is not 

sufficient because of the damage which has occurred in the 

buildup of chemicals in the cells of our wildlife. This damage 

may be irreparable. 

Herbicides ar~other matter. A ban has been instituted 

on 2,4,5,T, effective January 1, 1970 by the Department of 

Agriculture. This herbicidf has been found to cause birth 

malformations in rats and mice in a study conducted by the 

National Cancer Institute in October of 1969 and it was concluded 

that 2,4 , 5,T was probably dangerous to man. 2,4D is another. 

It is one of six best selling pesticides in the country and 

grosses $25 million annually. Even though it has been labeled 

potentially dangerous, no action on banning this substance has 

been announced. 
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Now let's examine the pollution which we are 

facing right now. 

Many people are dying each year because of pollution. 

~It is shocking to realize that an estimated 20,000 people 

die annually as a result of air pollution. 

J( According to the Food and Drug Administration 800 to 1,000 -
people die from pesticide poisonin each year and an additional 

80,000 to 90,000 people are injured fro~ these pesticides. In 

some instances farm workers have been killed by a few drops 

of Presticides which have penetrated their clothing. 

But far worse \dll be the number of human deaths caused 

by these chemicals such as DDT or 2,4,5T after a lifetime of 

exposure. 

~Fish kills because of cherr~cal, sewage, and thermal wastes 
~ ~-;mr -

have become ~f Another valuable resource is being destroyed 

in an age where food supplies are vital because of expanded population 

~IW/ 
have been used as dumping grounds extensively ~ 

1\ = -

RrO\'Ith. 

LThe oceans 

~,~ccording to many scientists, it will only be fifty years 

before they will be totally polluted if the situation is not 

corrected. 

~The upper atmosphere is bein given c&ose scrutiny, Scientists 

at one time believed that isotopes released from bomb tests and -in particular the deadly Strontium 90 \'lOuld penetrate J;he upper 
~~...,:r.uu 

atmosphere and flow into outer space •• (ThisA Mt- ~A. true and 

we are collecting a belt of radioactive material that is circling 

~~ 
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~ur clean water supply has been depleted. Today we have 

a demand for ~11 bil ions of allons of water per day and a 

dependable supply of 315 billions of gallonsA In 1980 demand 

? 
( 

is estimated at 597 billions of gallons per day with a dependable 7 
supply of 515 billions of gallons. Obviously, there is not 

a very high reserve of clean, usable water. 

~Each year 200 million tons of smoke and fumes are spewed 

into the atmosphere and we have cited how many people are dying 

because of that. 

f.... We have 195 ndllion tons of solid waste to deal withl:t:l•f/• 

Each year Americans junk 7 million cars, throw away 20 million 

tons of paper, ~8 billion cans and 28 billion bottles. 

Hhere have we failed. Why are we faced with this pollution 

crisis? 

LTechnology, or the lack of development of it to be more 

precise, has hindered progress in this area.~e must fact-the 

fact that safety devices were not developed simultaneously as -r ,6;a e;;.,.~ 
we advance:;technolocially• There has always been a tendency 

in our development to pollute first and measure the effects 

later. That attitude must change. We cannot afford pollution 

any longer. 

~ Internal combustion engines account 6or 60% of our air 

pollution. 

~he 1965 Air Pollution law required that devices for control 

be developed as soon as it was practicable and feasible. 

:::._; ' / 

' 
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Auto manufacturers are just now developin exhaust control 

devices for cars that will cut down air pollution. Th~ir use 
'" rtJ& -A will require a low compression auto engine whic~will use~low 

octane gasoline. Lead free gasoline has been developed but 

it has to be widely used. 

~Power and industrial plants must develop safety control 

devices to cut down stack emmissions which account for paet 
/ 1'~\t' 

of the remaining air pollution problem. ,., Control devices for 

thermal, chemical and radiological wastes must be developed. 

The jet airplane engine will also have to be tackled ~ £ ~ 
...u~''•?OIL'..c 7'in cl\tting down pollutio ~::= .Aioz-;;_JI f~~u L- 9 (, 

~ .,,..414.A..( d.f:J.4 .. ~ '/~ ,-.~ "f "/L 
Pesticides are going to have to be resea~ched carefully 

and taken off the market if they are proven dangerous to man 

and wildlife. 

Solid waste disposal is an area which can be turned into 

one of conservation. Recycling of solid wastes is an important 

concept to be considered in the future. Recycling of paper 

and wood products would help save our great remaining forests. 

Recycling of autos and metal products would save our mineral 

resources. Aluminum, for example, is 100% salvageable. 

Sewage treatment needs to be researched for methods of 

tertiary treatment which will remove the nitrates and sulphates 

which cause extensive algae growth and cut down the oxygen supply 

in our waters. 

Open burning in dumps and other areas should be banned. 
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As you can see thepe- are great improvements to be made. 

vfuy hasn't this been aGcomplished with all the legislation 

enacted and in the works, aside\ from the lack of technology to 

do the job.? 

Simply because the Federal and State governments cannot 

accomplish these goals alone. Industry and the public as 

a whole must fully cooperate in this effort. That is why I am 

delighted that there has become a national consciousness of 

environment. 

We need a Department of the Environment, as an independent 

government agency, to combine all legislative aspects of the 

pollution problems. Under its jurisdiction would be brought 
f 

the Federal Water Pollution _Oontrol Administration, an Air Pollution 

Depal .. tment \'lould be created to administer air pollution programs, 

and a Solid Waste Department. We need a Secretary of the 

Environment to administer these programs. Research would 

then be coordinated, legislative efforts combined under the 
' 

authority: of one agency, and new aspects of international 

cooperation in the environment developed and i~plemented. 

~opulation research could be included. Research into 

the critical areas of developing food supplies needed for an 
~~ 

expanding population c.auld be 1Relttded. 

This ~could look into the practicality of giving 

industry tax credits to develop safety devices and work closely 

\'lith industrial and public programs designed to combat pollution. 

---
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But we might as well make up our minds to the fact that 

none of this will be effectively done unless there is a national 

effort by all citizens of the United States to stop pollution. 

I have heard it said that the cost will be prohibitively 

expensive. But the threat to our health and survival cannot 

be underestimated or ne lected. 

The actual cost to control pollution has been estimated 

at $275 billion dollars over a thirty year period. 

~Significantly, this is the equivalent of the anticipated 

Department of Defense expenditure over the next four years. I 

think that pollution control must be one of our top priorities. 

Anp we really do not have a choice. The amount of deaths 

because of pollution are rising each year and the damage to 

our wildlife and natural resources is becoming stagering. 

~cost of polluting is sometimes more expensive. 

A case in point is the Chevron Oil incident that occurred in 

Louisiana recently. An $800.00 collar was all that was needed 

to prevent that oil spill and Chevron is paying $2,000.00 per 

day to clean up the spill , It may take several months to clean 

it up and the bill is going to be very expensive. 

I also don't need to mention the t·~~}!~l/!!:;:}~lu..-.-1 ~ 
spills. You have seen the pictures of 'tildl ife that has bee n ~ --

dost~oyea ~na-the damage to our beaches . 

· f!:.IJ,':Lon co,;~'; good business. 

the costs1 n a compar:t?!e basis'would be cheaper 

run and in some instances even profitable. 

And 

in the lon 



• 
• 

- 22 -

tell pott how. 

Industry must lead the way in developing new safety devices. 

But they also should realize that pollution control may involve 

the creation of new businesses. There may have to be a shift 

in our industrial emphasis, but that does not have to be a negative 

or expensive shift. 

For example, recycling plants for automobiles and scrap 

metal could save natural resources and pr6vide new jobs. 

Recycling for paper and wood prodU£ts would do the same 

thing. Salvage company operations could be expanded. 

New techniques for salvaging solid wastes would inevitably 

be stimulated and developed and this would be a boon to pollution 

control. 

Population growth will necessitate a greater reliance on 

mass transportion facilities. This can mean a revival of 

the railroads, the shipping industry and passenger travel on 

ships, as well as efficient mass transit systems. So there 

will undoubtedly be shifts in industrial emphasis and changes 

in industrial markets in the future. But this does not say 

that they will not be profitable. 

So I do not subscribe to the 

develop technology 

sophisticated enough to land a man on the moon, is one that 

can certainly conquer pollution. 

All of you have a big stake in this new enterprise. It 
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is your life, your breath and your future. And I know that 

you will be willing and able to accept the challenge that lies 

before you. 

I am pleased with the number of seminars that are being 

held on the high school and college level on the environment 

in Minnesota and throughout the country. We need to be environmentally 

aware. 

Now is the time to start -- now is the time to learn, so 

that your ideas and constructive solutions can be implemented 

in the future. 

\ve can legislattvevery aspect of pollution but it will 
~ (.q 

only be conquered by cooperative, dedicated effort on the part 
~c.~ ~ .L_,......., ~ -:? .~ .. ___./ ~ 

or ~ ~ople o~~ne United ~te~ and particularly ~ young . 

peapJ e wb.o will ee the leadePs of the future .• 

The 70's have beg~n .~~t's choose to extend our lease 

on this planet for a little longer than thirty years. 

Let's make the next thirty years the beginning of a New Age 

the Age of Preservation,so that we can begin a new century of 

progress in the year 2,000. So that there will be a heritage 

for another and another generation of clean water, clean air, 

thriving wildlife and abundant food. 

Let it be said that this generation and the next~ di2_/ __ 
' 7 ~ not despoil and destroy the fabric of civilization ~did not 

their J9t'1$;t~ a dead and lifeless 
~~ 
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