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ave seen in recent years that rural areas and 
small towns have been losing population. 

~ 
The only times this pattern has been reversed is ;J.-., .1..,. 
when local leadership has worked hard, on its own, ---~ 
to breathe vitality into an economy injured by a 
population exodus. 

Ill. This is what you have done here in Eden Valley. 
150 jobs coming in with "Animal Fair''. 

IV. But there is a larger question: why don't small 
towns get real help to help themselves ---from 
the federal government? 

V. The U.S. always did have a population policy. 

VI. 

Go West Young Man. Rail roads, land grant 
colleges, homestead act, RFD. 



VIII. And federal government must do research to help 
small towns. For example, we know so met hi ng 
aery interesting about why people move to certain 
towns. Interviewing studies show a very simple 
fact: that people migrate because they know someone 
in the town. Is this a fact that is of value to small 
towns? I think it is. it is a fact upon which a civic 
program can be built --- encouraging friends from 
big cities or metropolitan areas to investigate the 
advantages of small town life. 

IX. Working together ---local initiative pi us federal 
help ---will build better towns in America. 

# # # 



Crops 

proximately 900 
Losing young population 

Lost a few businesses in past years. 
A few empty buildings. 
Animal Fair - new hope for the area. (The town raised 

$82,000 locally to bring the company into the 
locale; didntt qualify for SBA loan.) 

Most of the town's po ulation own their own small business. 
Anlmb\ Fo1r prod.uus et ~do ,MOl,s. 
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Growth and Developmen 
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