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L..with,.!l2pes, • P.!].Yers, :f; h!d work and..-. 

imagination, the United Nations was launched 25 years aao. 

L II was not created as a perfect i n st r u me nt. Proposal 

and counter proposal were hammered into its charter. The com- $ 
promises of 1945 are the problems of the U.N. and its members in) 

1970. ., 

( But in spite of many imperfections, it has survived. 

l. The world has not been at peace --- the Middle East, 

Vietnam, Korea, and the Congo are testament to the fact that we are --- ---
notatpeace. ~~fUJ. '1~~.1 
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Why then in the face of these events does the United Nations 

continue to survive? 

Is it not bankrupt? 

'Q 

Has it not failed? 

I say that it has not failed. We honor and pay it just 

homage because it embodies 

for justice. --
our hopes for pease and 

~ Though we have not matched performance to promise, 

the ideal remains untarnished,. 

In the 25 years immediately preceeding the founding 

of the U.N., over 52 million people died--- in Asia, in Europe, in 

the Pacifi4 in a world gone mad. -li..JI •IJ ~ 

LThe scale of horror produced by World War II has been 

contained. The Nuclear Age has produced nations ---like scorpions 

in a bottle able to sting each other only at the price of death. 
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For 25 years we have lived in the state of ,.J.....uj 
created by the advent of the Nuclear Age. ~ 

It is our duty to lift the emotional state of sie 

·nated international relations for the pa 

century. 

the 

The United Nations will serve those e 

ee that we permit it to do so. 

We can iII afford to dwell upon the success or fai I ure 

of the U.N. at its 25 birthday. We must fix our sights on what we 

would have the U.N. be on its 5oth birthday --- and work for it. -
L As we take ri~ks for pe,ace, we must know that still 

• 
greater risks lie ---should we fail. The stakes are the future of ... 
mankind. 
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Recently, the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations said that member states have 10 years left in which to 

subordinate their quarrels and launch a global partnership to 

C!Jrb the arms raceJ, to Lmprove the human environment, to 
d~use the population explosion a and to supply the required • 
momentum to world development effort~ After that he warned, 

problems would be out of control. 

/..Over the next quarter century, we will have to 

proceed with bilateral efforts--- while strengthening multilateral 

institutions. 

I~~ AOt prapnoo tMO oba::dbiiiii€11lbf CSI!tiiiSOd 

-ilateral negotiations with the Soviet Union --- tre SALT talks 

mutual disarmament and disengagement--- must continue. 
~t.o.,-~- O~T~;r. 1 -~ere is no gge Ql?FA seR&Oiflt1lod or do~io1f!id to 

t'ie pl'ieJorvitioA of owr AatioRal cosurit~' tRaR lil''welflNo strategy 
~ for peace is acceptable which would jeopardize t• security. I deals 

must be balanced by realities. 

Lsut if the 21st Century is to be the Century of 

Peace, then we must proceed now to recreate the United Nationt 
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as the driving force ---the very engine of Peace. 

LEssential to this end is the need for new resources 
a 

and new authority for the United Nations. 

/No nation wants to give up either resources or 

authority. The United States is no exceg!Jon. We Americans are 

jealous of our national sovereignty. We are no more anxious than 

the next fellow to pay out money when the return is not immediately 

visible. ,. 

iWt\fe'Riiltwe MH~3t reali29; witb liUl!O' prgegcy, js 

that we are ra~i~ly ~i,ii ng the "ei+bsr-gr'' stage· pi*b9 r w9 will 

llil'i8 i iitrsfiil~eP wsrl~ ~8V9romegt ~we wjll retain the fql! flavor 

We must recognize that unless we start on 

the road to world law, then we cannot hope to retain a peaceful 

and decent world where nations can flourish. 

"We must begin now, If we don't, we face the in

creasing possibility of world chaos and mass destruction. 
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Where should we begin? 

Protection of the environment is one clear area 

where the United Nations should be empowered to act. We must 

give the United Nations the tools ---planes, ships, satellites ---

to take effective steps to curb the international aspects of poll uti on. J 
This means United Nations enacted anti -poll uti on c urQs and new 

United Nations authority for enforcement. through the International 

Court of J ustice-.-t ~AM ~~N.t ..... ,; t\<e ,...af, 

~ Certainly, efforts toward worlg;wide lamilx plann~ng 
is a legitimate function of the United Nations. By the year 2000, 

world populatim will double to 7 billion~ Population pressures serve 

only to compound our inability to cope with the problems of environ

ment and the opportunity for peace. 
~ 

( No nation in the world that seeks to curb population 

growth~~be unable to do so because of lack of funds .. Accordingly_, 

~a new World Po~ulation Program within the United Nations 

that would be fi~n need by voluntary member contributions. I This new 
W•lf P -• ....:,: 

fund sly; • 4 'D a minimum of $100 million annually and would 

be usEd both for continuing research iR tMo fiol& Bf sogtnace~tiin and 

for programmatic aid for poor nations. 
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£The United Nations currently dispenses about $200 
million a year now for economic development., In my judgment, 
that should be raised to $500 million a year in relatively short 

order, To provide these funds as well as others, we must con
sider the idea of a "~nited Nations J!~,..,~ percent of each 

m~mber 1 S ~ross national produ£t ---so that every member pays 
a f ai r share based on national in come.,/,A fte r World War II , we 
bore the burden of economic aid --- now the other industrial 

states that benefited from our efforts must be called upon to 

provide a share comwensurate with ·-!atl:nr. 
L There are critical nations in the world today that 

are still not members of the United Nation~ the two Germanies .S•• 
the two Vietnams, the two Koreas, and Communist China. f the 
United Nations is to be trul, a wo ld r anization, every effort • 
must be made to bri ng,;ese nations i'· I think . perhaps the time 
has come to consider a "package deal" to admit and invite ~of 
t~se nations at one~ thereby lessening some of the political 

drag that would occur by considering them one at a time. ~ • 

}.....we must st(!lngthen the United Natiog's @bjljty I ~! 
to serve as a peacekeeper. To begin, this means establishing an 
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emergency peacekeeping fund ----sb£21§ 31 ztsat t:S? i''ioo ---

a· Peace Fund--- to deal with future peacekeeping emergencie~ The 

United Nations must be strengthened to conduct elections, provi'Cie 

supervision of ce~se-fjre~ and border oatro~, to maintain an observer 
w 0 

satellite system to oversee arms control agreements. 

L Further, the United Nations should have a permanent 

panel of fact-finders and mediators to be available and prepared to 

rwort on and propose solutions to the settlement of disputes, The 

merest hint of conflict should automatically trigger the dispatch of 

a Un~ted Nations observer team. \The rig!iJ of the United Nations to do 

this must be written into the charter. We cannot afford the I uxury 

of diplomatic niceties ---Peace cannot wait on engraved invitations. 

l We must develop a cooperative program for exploration 

of seace and of the sea through the United Nation{ American space 

satellites are currently developing resource analysis of the continents 

and the seas.(The program should be enlarged through the United 

Nations. The information obtained should be made available for all. ... sw, 

L The United Nations should be provided ---through 

treaty agreements ---with communication sattel lites ---for an open 
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United Nations television channel and radio band. The technology 

is available. The only question is one of mutual trust. Ground 

relay stations would permit United Nations broadcasts in the ap

propriate language. What an opportunity! How can we afford 

not to do it? 

(Finally• the United Nations charter must be reassessed 

and rewritten in light of our 25 years of experience. Voting in the 

General Assembly and vetoes in the Security Council are among 

the problems that must be addressed. Consideration must be given 

to broader geographical representation in the Security Council --

Africa, Latin America, Asia and the Middle East need the assurance 

of a constant voice and vote in the Council that decides their fate. 

~ We must have the courage to dream --- the strength 

to hope--- and the will to accept failure but not defeat. --
To some, what I have proposed will be unrealistLc. 

~ ut I say Peace is real 

Lw;r is folly. 
~ 

It is unrealistic to continue blindly on a collision 

course to disaster. 

-9-



8111) 8l8elc OF COUI!ge Cdrlliiiiilbdi ponoilailitioa. 

~hat I have proposed is a program for tomorrow --

to be begun today. 

l1 t is .a challenge. 

~ It will be the work of many, many years. 

It holds not merely the shape of the future, but if 

there will be a future at all. 

L., believe the 21st Century will be a Century of Peace 
. -

--- if we ~~in the work now. 

-10-



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


