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Let me talk politics for a few minutes with the students 

here today. 

Student power in politics is nothing new. When I ran 

for Mayor of Minneapolis, the backbone of my support came from 

people of college age and younger. 

They called us Humph rey•s diaper brigade. 

And we went on to build a progressive Liberal Party in 

Minnesota. 

Today, young people are playing an active role in my 

campaign for the Senate. Doing research, preparing briefing materials, 

manning teleohones, answering letters--- in other words, in all 

aspects of the camoaign. 
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I think it's time we brought students directly into our 

national ool itical I ife --- not just in a Presidential year, or a 

Senatorial campaign year, but in every year. And not just stuffing 

envelopes or running mi'meograph machines in camoaigns, but hel ping 

to shape policy. 

I hooe after this camoaign is over we 'll keep on hearing 

from you. Hearing positive orooosals to meet the questions posed by 

your criticisms of the way our world goes. Let me tell you I can help. 

There already exists a limited program of White House and 

Congressional fellowships. 

When I am your Senator from Minnesota, I will pro ose 

legislation to bring about a greatly expanded program of practical 

political education and participation. I shall prooose that students be 

given national merit fellowships in government ---that they be sub

sidized and given academic credit while working at politics and government. 

I want you to learn how the Senate works. How the House 

of Representatives works. How the State Deoartment and the Federal 
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Power Commission, the Federal Trade Commissiong the Federal 

Communications Commission and the other executive agencies work. 

This program could and should be expanded to involve 

State and local governments. It could and should have the coooeration 

of the colleges and universities, the national and state committees of 

both ool iti ca oa rties , and the I arge foundations. 

I want you to learn how day-to-day oolitics works, too, 

starting in the orecincts and the wards, moving on uo to City Hall 

and the County Courthouses and the State House. 

I want you to work with a Governor, a Mayor, a Ward 

Leader. 

I want you to learn statecraft ---but I want you to 

learn the nitty-gritty, too--- the olodding, day-by-day grinding away 

that soells oolitical action and oublic oolicy. 
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I want to keep our two-party system alive and re

sponsive. Not sterile and removed from the realities of our society. 

I want to avoid a situation where young, orogressive 

people by-oass the Democratic processes and lose themselves in a 

series of frustrating 11 movements". 

If our oarties are truly resoonsible, ''movements'' will 

be unnecessary. 

I want a Party where people like you will be the chairmen, 

the precinct workers, the candidates ---a oarty built on issues and 

moral concern. 

That's the kind of oarty I want to build. 

Too many oeoole say: "Politics is dirty--- I don't want 

any part of it." 

Let me tell you something: Your political system is just 

as dirty and just as clean, just as good and just as bad, as we make it. 
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If you want to make it better, get into it. 

Because today, more than ever before, your country 

needs you. It needs your new ideas and your vigor, your energy 

and your heart. You have it within your oower to build a brave new 

world ---if you only will work at it. 

And I will helo you have that chance. 

# # # 
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