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Buffalo, New York 

October 12, 1971 

Tonight, I want to talk to you about three things: 
First, the failures of the Ni xon Administration: Second , t he 
failures of the Republican Administration in Erie County; and 
third, a new Manifesto for Democratic Victory -- now and in 
1972. 

The Nixon Administration Failures . 
No failure is more conspicuous nor more upse tting t h an 

the down-the-d rain economics of t he Ni xo n Administration . 
Only he was too blind and too stubborn to a dmit it. 
The President is a quick-change artist. 
It took him thirty-four months to conclud e t hat his 

economic game plan was a disaster. But t hen -- quick c hange 
it took h i m less than 48 hours to announce a program t hat was 
a bonanza to big business. 

It took h i m thirty-four months to figure out t ha t t he 
cost of living was going up --medical costs , 6 percent; 
transportation, 6 percent; lumber , 29 percent; utilities, 
11 percent. 

But then -- q uick change -- it took him less t han 48 hours 
to nullify long negotiated , legal lab or con tracts -- contracts 
that allowed working men to catch up . 

It took him thirty-four months to fi gur e out t ha t his 
policies p roduce unreasonably high unemployment rates . But, 
then -- quick change -- it took h i m less t han 48 hours to 
conclude that what is good for business i s good for Americans. 

I say to Mr . Ni xon that he s hould have come to Erie 
County -- maybe even t he Republican County Executive would 
have told him: 

unemployment was less t han 3 percent i n 19 68 , now it 
is over 9 percent 

--Quaker Oats, Remington Rand, Continental Can Co., 
Curtis Wright, Bond Banking -- these and othe r firms have 
closed their doors since 1968 -- and all in Erie County . 

-- Finally, because there are no jobs, 10, 000 young people 
leave Erie County every year. 

This is what the Republican County Executive should have 
told Nixon. This is what I hope he told Vice President Agnew 
last week . 

The Nixon Administration has failed to solve t he welfare 
crisis. After p roposing an i maginative p lan, he drops it. He 
postpones it. And , in the process, he postpones t he hopes o f 
recip ient and taxp ayer alike. 

Before he made his decision, he s houl d have come to 
Erie County : 

- - case loads have increased 11, 000 since 1 9 71 
-- 26, 000 new persons were added to t he roles 
Property taxes have increased to pay for additions 

to the welfare rolls -- rolls t hat swell bec ause t here are 
no jobs in t he Ni xon Economy . 

Look at t he other failures o f t he Ni xon Administration . 
-- he has failed to solve t he education crisis, he vetoes 

badly needed education app ropriations 
- - he has failed to solve t he health c are crisis -- he 

cuts medicare, vetoes hospital construction, opposes national 
h ealth insurance 
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-- he has failed to feed the hungry and the poor 

-- he has increased the cost of food stamps, attempted 

to cut the school lunch program, and for the first time in 

ten years, there has been an increase in the number of poor 

persons in the United States. 
The Nixon response to serious problems is the traditional 

Republican response -- public relations, press releases, 

illusions of progress . 
Just as he had a "secret plan" for ending the war, he 

now has a secret plan for ending inflation he plans to 

put everybody out of work, then there will be no income, no 

money, no spending, hence, no inflation. 
The Nixon failure in Washington is matched by the 

Republican failure here in Erie County. 
-- the Republican Administration has failed to take 

advantage of federal programs. 
it has dilly-dallied for 3 1/ 2 years for a new football 

stadium 
it almost forgot to file applications for federal and 

state drug abuse assistance 
-- it has failed to take full advantage of federal 

Hill-Burton programs . 
I say to you tonight, we have a joint goal: 

I am going to do all I can to end four years of Republican 

Administration in Washington, if you will end 148 years 

of Republican misrule in Erie County. 
And , while I am not going to s peculate on who the best 

man is to end the mess in Washington, I know who the best 

man is to end the mess in Erie County -- Mayor Frank A. 

Sedita . 
Mayor Sedita has been cited by both of your local papers 

for his outstanding job in management, and as a man \vho can 

bring citizens together . 
He knm"'s government and how it works. 
He has brought federal grants to Buffalo . 

he got money for a drug abuse and control program 

he has reduced crime in Buffalo 
he has instituted reforms in the Police Department 

he has received money for the Clean Water Act for 

Buffalo Sewer Treatments . 
He is a liberal, he is a Democrat, but more than that, 

he is a doer. 
His opponent is a talker, a promiser. And, like most 

Republicans, his promises usually go bad . 
We have a job in front of us. 
And , if we are going to \<lin, then we need a Manifesto 

for Democratic Victory. 
First, we need to have unity -- unity of purpose and 

unity of people. 
We cannot have splinter politics or the politics of rule 

or ruin. This does not work. It is not good for the country 

nor for the party . The history is all too clear -- splinter 

politics elects Republicans, and Republicans elect unemployment, 

tight money, high interest rates, and increasing inflation . 

Second, we Democrats must refocus our attention on the 

little guy, the average worker -- the man of moderate means 

who pays his taxes but thinks the rich should pay more, who 

is outraged at the cost of medical care, who desperately wants 

clean streets and safe streets. This is the man .of the Democratic 

Party, and he is Black, White, Chicano, Puerto Rican, Indian . 

Third, we need to focus on the young people -- we must 

tell them that the Democratic Party has something to offer. 

They can change things in this party, and t he proof is that 

t hey have changed t hings enormously since 19 68 . Young people 

can ge t a p iece of the action here . 
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Fourth, we need to talk straight to the American people. 
We have to restore the trust, the confidence, t hat people 
should feel for their government. 

We cannot have government by crisis. 
Finally, we must have something to offer the American 

people -- we must have programs that work, a sense of 
p riorities that appeals to all Americans, and the will, backed 
by committed leadership, to do what we must to bring the 
good life to all Americans. 

# # # # # 
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TONIGHT, 1 WAN T TO TALK TO YOU ABOUT THREE THING S: 

fiRST, THE FAILURES OF THE [ IXON ADM INISTRATI ON: SECOND , THE 

FAILURES OF TH E REPUB LICA N ADM INISTRATI ON IN ER IE COUNTY; AND 

THI RD , A NEW MANIFESTO FO R DEMOCRATIC VICTO RY -- NOW AND IN 

1972. 

THE NIXO N ADM INISTRATION f AIL URES , 

No FAILURE IS MORE CO NSPICUOUS NOR MORE UPSETTI NG THAN 

THE DOWN-TH E- DRA IN ECOrOMICS OF THE NIXON ADM INIST RATI ON , 

ON LY HE WAS TOO BLI ND AND TOO ST UBBOR~ TO ADMIT IT, 

THE PRES IDENT IS A QU IC K-CHANGE ARTI ST. 

lT TOOK HIM THI RTY-FOUR MONTHS TO CO NCLUDE THAT HIS 

ECONOMIC GAME PLAN WAS A DIS ASTER , BUT THEN - - QU ICK CHANGE --

IT TOOK HIM LESS THAN 48 HOURS TO AN NOUNCE A PRO GRAM THAT WAS 

A BONANZA TO BIG BUS I NESS , 
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lT TOOK HIM THIRTY -FOUR MONTHS TO FI GURE OUT THAT THE 

COST OF LIVI NG WAS GOI NG UP -- MED ICAL COSTS, 6 PE RCE NT: 

TRANSPORTAT ION , 6 PE RCENT: LUMBER, 29 PERCE NT: UTILITIES, 

11 PERCENT, 

BUT THEN - - QU IC K CHANGE - - IT TOOK HIM LESS THAN 48 HOURS 

TO NU LLIFY LONG NEGOTIATED, LEGAL LABOR CONTRACTS -- CO NTRA CTS 

THAT ALLOWED WOR KI NG MEN TO CATCH UP, 

IT TOOK HIM THIRTY- FOUR MONTHS TO FI GURE OUT THAT HIS 

POLICI ES PRODUCE U REASONAB LY HIGH UNEMP LOYMENT RATES, BuT, 

THE N -- QU ICK CHANGE -- IT TOOK HI M LESS THAN 48 HOURS TO 

CONCLUDE THAT WHAT IS GOOD FOR BUS INESS IS GOOD FOR AM ERICANS , 
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l SAY TO MR . ~ IXO N THAT HE SHOU LD HAVE COME TO ER IE 

CoUNTY -- MAYBE EVEN THE REPUB LI CAN COUNTY EXECUTIVE WOU LD 

HAVE TOLD HIM: 

UNEMPLOYMENT WAS LESS THAN 3 PERCENT IN 1968 , NOW IT 

IS OVER 9 PERCENT 

--QuAKER OATs, REM INGTON RAND , CoNTINENTAL CAN Co ,, 

CURTIS WR IGHT, BOND BANKING -- THESE AND OTHER FI RMS HAVE 

CLOSED THE IR DOORS SINCE 1968 -- AND ALL IN ER IE COUNTY , 

- -FI NA LLY, BECAUSE THERE ARE NO J OBS , 10,000 YOUNG PEOPLE 

LEAVE ER IE COUNTY EVERY YEAR , 

THIS IS WHAT TH E REPUB LICAN COUNTY EXECUTIVE SHOULD HAVE 

TOLD ~ IXON , THIS IS WHAT I HOPE HE TOLD VIC E PRES IDENT AGNEW 

LAST WEEK . 
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THE I~ IXO N ADM INISTRATIO N HAS FAIL ED TO SOLVE THE WE LFARE 

CRISIS. AFTER PROPOSI NG AN IMAGI NATIVE PLA N, HE DRO PS IT, HE 

POSTPONES IT, AND, IN THE PROCESS , HE POS TPO NES THE HOPES OF 

RECIPI ENT AND TAXPAYER ALIKE, 

BEFO RE HE MADE HIS DECISIO N, HE SHOU LD HAVE COME TO 

ER IE CouNTY : 

-- CAS E LOADS HAVE INCREASED 11,000 SI NCE 1971 

-- 26,000 NE\"1 PERSONS WERE ADDED TO THE RO LES &J'l...tJL ... .__ _ 
1 e(, "5 TV-I'lP ~~ -~ r.c.. .. :£7,..,..,-,-

PROPERTY TAXES HAVE INCREA SED TO PAY FO R ADD ITI ONS -
TO THE WE LFARE ROLLS RO LLS THAT SWE LL BECAUSE THERE ARE .......... 

NO JOBS IN TH E IXON EcONOMY, 
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LOOK AT THE OTHER FAILURES OF THE NIXO N ADM INISTRATIO N, 

-- HE HAS FAILED TO SOLVE THE EDUCATIO N CRIS IS, HE VETOES 

BAD LY NEEDED EDUCATI ON APPROPR IATIO NS 

-- HE HAS FAILED TO SOLVE THE HEALTH CARE CRISI S -- HE 

CUTS MED ICARE, VETOES HOSPITAL CONSTRUCT ION , OPPOSES NATI ONAL 

HEALTH INSURANCE 

-- HE HAS FAILED TO FEED THE HUNGRY AND THE POOR 

-- HE HAS INCREASED THE COST OF FOOD STAMPS , ATTEMP TED 

TO CUT THE SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM , AND FOR THE FIRST TI ME IN 

TE N YEARS, THERE HAS BEEN AN INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF POOR 

PERSONS IN THE UN IT ED STAT ES , 
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THE NIXO N RE SPO NSE TO SE RIOUS PROBLEMS IS THE TRAD ITI ONAL 

EPUBLICAN RE SPON SE -- PUB LIC RE LATI ONS , PRESS RELEASES , 

ILL US IONS OF PROGRESS , 

JUST AS HE HAD A "SECRET PLA N" FOR END ING THE WAR , HE 

NOW HAS A SECRET PLA N FOR END ING INFLATIO N - - HE PLANS TO 

PUT EVERYBODY OUT OF WORK, THEN THERE WI LL BE NO INCOME , NO 

MONEY , NO SPEND ING , HENCE, NO INFLATIO N, 

THE NIXO N FAILURE IN WASHI NGTON IS MATCHED BY THE 

REPUB LICAN FAIL URE HERE IN ER IE COUNTY, 

- - THE RE PUBLICAN ADM INISTRATION HAS FAIL ED TO TAKE 

ADVANTAGE OF FEDERA L PROGRAMS, 

-- IT HAS DILLY-DALLI ED FOR 3 1/2 YEA RS FO R A NEW FOOTBALL 

STAD I UM 
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- - IT AU10S T FORGOT TO FILE APPL ICATI ONS FOR FEDERA L AND 

STATE DRUG ABUSE ASS ISTANCE 

- - IT HAS FAIL ED TO TAKE FULL ADVANTAGE OF FEDERA L 

HILL-BURTON PROGRAMS , 

l SAY TO YO U TON I GHT, WE HAVE A J OINT GOA L: 

I AM GO ING TO DO ALL I CAN TO END FOUR YEARS OF RE PUB LI CAN .. 
ADM INISTRATI ON IN WASHI NGTON, I F YOU WILL END 148 YEARS 

OF RE PUBLICAN MISRULE IN ER IE CoUNTY, 

AND , WH ILE I AM NOT GO I NG TO SPECULATE ON WHO THE BEST 

MAN IS TO END THE ME SS IN WASHINGTON , I KNOW WHO THE BEST 

MAN IS TO END THE MESS IN ER IE COUNTY -- MAYOR FRANK A. 

SEDITA, 



-8-

MAYOR SED ITA HAS BEEN CITED BY BOTH OF YOUR LOCA L PAPERS 

FOR HIS OUTSTAND ING JOB IN MANAGEMENT , AND AS A MAN WHO CAN 

BR ING CITI ZENS TOGETHER .• 

HE KNOWS GOVERNMENT AND HOW IT WORKS , 

HE HAS BROUGHT FEDERAL GRANT TO BuFFALO , 

- - HE GOT MONEY FOR A DRUG ABUSE AND CONTRO L PROGRAM 

-- HE HAS REDUCED CRIME IN BUFFALO 

- - HE HAS INSTITUTED REFORMS IN THE PoLI CE DE PARTMENT 

-- HE HAS RECEIVED MONEY FOR THE ( LEA . WAT ER AcT FOR 

Bu FFALO SEWER TREATMENTS. 

HE IS A LI BERAL, HE IS A DEMOCRAT, BUT MORE THAN THAT, 

HE IS A DOER , 

~~;.... 
~.M;7J,~ 4 II~ 

0 
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HIS OPPONENT IS A TALKER , A PROM ISER, AND, LI KE MO ST 

RE PUBLICANS, HIS PROM ISES USUALLY GO BAD , 

WE HAVE A J OB IN FRONT OF US, 

AND , IF WE ARE GO I NG TO WIN, THEN WE NEED A MANIFESTO 

FOR DEMOCRATIC VICTORY. 

FIRST, WE NEED TO HAVE UNITY -- UNITY OF PURPO SE AND 

UNITY OF PEOP LE, 

WE CAN NOT HAVE SPL INTER POLITICS OR THE POLITICS OF RU LE 

OR RU IN, TH IS DOES NOT WORK . IT IS NOT GOOD FOR THE COUNTRY 

NOR FOR THE PARTY, THE HISTORY IS ALL TOO CLEAR -- SPL INTER 

POLITICS ELECTS REPUB LI CANS, AND RE PUB LIC ANS ELECT UNEMPLOYMENT, 

TIGHT MONEY , HIGH INTERES T RATES, AND INCREAS ING INF LATI ON , 

0 
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SECOND , WE DEMOCRATS MUS T REFOCUS OUR ATTENTION ON THE 

LITTLE GUY, THE AVERAGE WORKER --THE MAN OF MODERATE MEANS 

WHO PAYS HIS TAXES BUT THINKS TH E RIC H SHOULD PAY MORE, WHO 

IS OUTRAG ED AT THE COST OF MED ICAL CA RE , WHO DESPERATELY WAN TS 

CLEAN STREETS AND SAFE ST REETS, THIS IS THE MAN OF THE DEMOCRATIC 

PARTY, AND HE Is BLAcK, WH ITE, CHICAI~o, PuERTO RICAN , IND IAN . 

THI RD , WE NEED TO FOCUS ON THE YOUNG PEOPLE -- WE MUS T 

TELL THEM THAT THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY HAS SOMETHING TO OFFER. 

THEY CAN CHANGE THI NGS IN THIS PA RTY, AND THE PROOF IS THAT 

THEY HA VE CHANGED THI NGS ENORMOUSLY SINCE 1968, YoUNG PEOPLE 

CA N GET A PIECE OF TH E ACTION HERE, 

FoURTH , WE NEED TO TALK STRAIGHT TO THE AMER ICA N PEOPLE, 

WE HAVE TO RES TO RE TH E TRUS T, THE CO NF IDENCE , THAT PEOP LE 

SHOULD FEEL FOR THEI R GOVERNMENT, 
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WE CANNOT HAVE GOVERNMENT BY CRISIS, 

FINALLY, WE MUS T HAVE· SOMETHING TO OFFER THE AMER ICAN 

PEOPLE -- WE MU ST HAVE PROGRAMS THAT WORK , A SENSE OF 

PRIORITIES THAT APPEALS TO ALL AMER ICANS , AND THE WILL, BACK ED 

BY COMM ITTED LEADE RSH IP, TO DO WHAT WE MUS T TO BRING THE 

GOOD LIFE TO ALL AMER ICANS , 

# # # # # 
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