
REMARKS BY SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

DINNER HONORING BEN FIXMAN 

St. Louis, Missouri 

October 31, 1971 

I have come here tonight to honor one of St. Louis' great 
civic leaders. In his capacity as a leading industrialist and 
citizen, Ben Fixman has well earned the National Human 
Relations Award that he has been graced with this evening. 
I personally view this award with much respcet because it 
represents a crowning effort on the part of a single individual 
to generate the kind of civil responsibility which can make 
this country pulsate with vitality and a keen sense of human 
justice. 

What disturbs me is that there is not enough of this kind 
of personal commitment nationwide. It would be most pleasurable 
for me to give an address listing the accomplishments of Ben 
Fixrnan and many of you people here who have provided the solid 
base of support for all that the splendid Gateway Arch of 
St. Louis signifies. But I share the kind of responsibility 
which Mr. Fixrnan stands for, and it is this sense of civic 
consciousness that motivates me to discuss what I think are some 
crucial questions facing our society today -- questions which 
the work of the American Jewish Committee and B'nai B'rith 
has concentrated its activities on for so long and so well. 

For me I find that an American citizen should have at 
least three levels of concern in his relations with other human 
beings. 

He should be concerned with the welfare of those people 
affecting him the most -- his family, friends, and the city in 
which he lives. But is he? 

He should be concerned with the future of his country 
the human progress of American society. But is he? 

He should be concerned as a citizen of the world with 
humanity in general -- the social and economic condition of 
human beings everywhere. But is he? 

There was a time when my answers to all these questions 
would have been in the affirmative. I thought that every city, 
and every country was blessed with Ben Fixmans. I still think they 
are. But now I am less certain that there are enough of them 
to go around. I am less convinced that our own government or 
any contemporary government has taken full advantage of them. 

Perhaps, in our race for technological gains, we have forgotten 
what society is all about. Where is the human element in our 
civilization? Where is the voluntary participation that spurred 
us on to reach great heights in our economic growth and human 
development? 

I am not the only one asking these questions. In a 
Gallup poll undertaken for a comparative study on American 
public opinion by · ~he Internat~onal Institute for Social 
Research, a cross-section of the American public all 
expressed a new and urgent concern over where our country, 
our society was going. It was found that there was a pervasive 
sense of national regression: that the nation was disunited 
and its institutions were unresponsive to the needs of people. 
The study concludes, and I quote, "Americans sense that their 
country has lost rather than gained ground over the past five 
years." The recurrent explanation?-- "Our traditional way of 
doing things is not working and some basic changes are needed 
if we are to work together." 
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From the national to the personal, the contrast is enormous. 
In terms of the scale of satisfaction of each individual, the 
study's results are more positive. As individuals, we apparently 
find great satisfaction in our personal well-being. 

So what are we to conclude? We see an alienation from 
our government, we see elements of despair and almost a state 
of human complacency. Does that mean that the need for 
government -- the need to provide and the need to protect -- is 
no longer there? Does that mean that our population has forgotten 
its identity with all human beings? Have we turned insular and 
cynical? Has our spirit been sapp ed and our commitment ended? 

Now I have to hesitate before I answer. There is definitely 
an American malaise rooted in the disp arity between ideals and 
reality. There is talk about the masses and neglect of the people; 
job opportunity and unemployment, wealth and human poverty, justice 
and social inequalities, economic development and the dwindling 
of foreign economic assistance. 

The more we go into the details, the murkier the picture 
becomes. 

Our economy is lagging and unemployment hovers about the 6% 
mark. Discriminatory practices against racial and ethnic groups 
still denies many Americans equal opportunities for self-development. 
Our government on the federal and local levels has not yet 
responded imaginatively to the urgent needs. Where are the programs 
for hunger, poverty, unemployment, health, poor housing, and 
inadequate education? We have a burgeoning defense budget, and a 
spiralling arms race. Peace is still not in our clutches, not 
when there is Vietnam, Pakistan and the Middle East. 

To possess the goal of peace does not produce its realization 

anymore than the ideal of justice and freedom brings its 
instantaneous accomplishment. The Mi ddle East is a case in point. 
Here is an example of the human dilemma: the seemingly insurmountable 
gap between the i dea and reality . Israe l's requests are modest --
a right to live in peace -- certa inly , a reasonab le goal for any 
nation. Because of misinterp reta tio n, a lack o f understanding , and 
intolerance, that goal has so far p roved illusory . Israel has 
been fighting for its li f e -- its righ t to live and to secure 
a system of democracy for its own socie t y . Unreasonable? Other 
nations once thought so. 

Now the prob lem is to rid them of certain suspicions which 
obstruct any inclination they mi ght have to negotiate. Herein 
lies a great opportunity to resolve a most serious conflict 
threatening the safety and security of the world. Until tension 
is reduced, the Middle East will remain a powder keg with a very 
short fuse, ready to explode if any one of the participants strikes 
the match of revived hostility. While the Middle East conflict 
began as a confrontation between the Arab countries and Israel, 
it now threatens to spark a confrontation between the two 
powerful nuclear Goliaths of the earth, the United States and 
the Soviet Union. 

For the myth of peace to become a reality, the United States 
can be of great assistance. We can assure that Israel is 
equipped with the defensive capabilities necessary to deter against 
any attack. A balance of power in that part of the world provides 
the kind of stability which is ultimately conducive to reaching 
a negotiated settlement. Our government should keep this fact 
in mind before it refuses or delays any longer on Israel's request 
for Phantom jets. I have urged the Administration to take this 
small step and am disturbed at its failure to do so. This 
intransigence is not merely a question of being unresponsive. 
It is a sign of mistaken perceptions. But perceptions hopefully 
change and happily, so do administrations. 

I mentioned justice and freedom, but what does it mean 
when persecution of a religious minority is on the rise in the 
Soviet Union and when we at home still face the task that has 
been ours for almost two centuries -- the task of securing 
full rights of citizenship and human dignity for all races. 
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In the Soviet Union today there is an organized effort 
to suppress an entire Jewish community. The systematic assault 
on their dignity and their freedom is not a problem for Russian 
Jews alone -- nor a problem only for Jews. 

This is not one of those matters of the internal affairs 
of a nation, affairs in which others should not interfere. It 
is a situation in which the United States should use official 
channels in an attempt to curb the persecution, and permit the 
right of Soviet Jewry to emigrate to any land. It is an example 
of the kind of human bond I have been talking about, hoping 
for, and seeking my entire life to secure. 

It is certainly plausible that our country and individual 
Americans can do a great deal to pressure Soviet leaders. I 
myself am doing what I can through legislation in the Senate, 
but more can be done. This government of ours and the American 
people should speak up for freedom wherever freedom does not 
exist. We should speak up for human dignity wherever people are 
victims of indignity and of humilitation. We should be doing 
all we can to disarm the world of its prejudice and bigotry 
as well as its weapons. This kind of disarmament needs to take 
place in America just as it does in the Soviet Union. 

I said that I am more hesitant to give answers to the 
questions I asked myself and yourselves. But I still say, yes, 
yes, yes. Except now there is some anxiety in my voice. I do 
not think enough effort is being made to restore the spirit, 
and the commitment to life and what our own government can offer, 
given the proper inspiration. We have to think about Man to be 
men. 

We can close the gap between myth and reality. We can 
reshape the reality to restore the faith in our institutions. All 
this can be done and more, but the essential ingredient is 
leadership. That is what we need. 

# # # # # 
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C~TIZEN) BEN FIXMAN HAS WELL EARNED THE ATIONAL HUMAN 

RELATIONS AWARD, Jt~ ~ ~/&!.€.~ .. 
~~ PERSONALLY VIEW TH ~ AW~RD WITH ~ESPCET BECAUSE IT 

REPRESENTS A CROWNING EFFORT ON THE PA T OF A Sl GLE INDIVIDUAL 

e,rfr~ 
TO GENERATE THE KIND OF ~ RESPONSIBILITY WH ICH CAN MAKE 

~LvMuJ•~ 
THIS COUNTRY PULSATE WITH VITALITY AND~i:iii SE NSE OF IW 7 

JUSTICE ,...J ~, 

1 HAT DISTURBS ME IS THAT THE RE I NOT ENOUGH OF THIS KI D 

t.J .... So ~JJ ;) 
OF PERSONAL COMMITMENT NATIONWIDE, ~ 
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q '0'0!1' P BE fle3T PLEASClfl\Jit@LE fieR 1'12 I 0 GIVE! AU ABBREiiilf I I £IJD'Gm 

THiz. QCCQMRI I SIIP1EtlT8 8fi REPI ~I )(f1Jitl4 AIQD flJ':PJ'f QF ¥QW fi'I!QPis& II ERE " HO 

H4¥E PRmq Plii:8 TilE 8QLI if !8J4:QI! QF 8~F FOR I FOR ALL I HAl Tll!i il21aaliiiPiilf D 

• 
~ATEnAr ARtR OF 31. toots siGNIFIEs. BOt 1 sHARE THE KI ND oF 

OF CIVIC -
~.,.,. 

ARE SOMEA C RUCI A~ QUESTI ONS FACING OUR SOC I ETY TODAY - - QUESTI ON ~ 

WH ICH TH E WORK OF THE AMER ICAN JE ISH COMMI TTEE AND B' NA I B' RITH 

HAS 

LEAST THREE LEVELS OF CONCERN I 

BE INGS . 
... ;;;tl"" 

WITH OTHER HUMAN 
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ITH THE WELFARE OF THOSE PEOPLE 
0' 4 

AF FECTING HIM TH E MOST-- HIS FAMILY , FRIENDS, AND THE CITY IN 

WH ICH HE LIVES. BUT IS HE? 

HE SHOULD BE CO NCER NED WITH THE FUTU RE OF HIS COUNTRY --

Uc,.~~~~~~ ~ 
THE HUMAN PROGRESS OF AM ERICAN SOCIETYJl BUT IS HE? 

HE SHOULD BE CONCER NED AS A CITIZEN OF THE WOR LD WIT~~ 

-- THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CO ND ITIO N OF 

HUMAN BEINGS EVERYWHERE, BuT IS HE1r 

L THERE WAS A TIME WHEN y ANS~ER TO ALL TH ESE QUES TIONS 

WOU LD HAVE BEEN IN THE AFFIRMATIVE. I THOUGHT THAT EVERY CITY, 

AND EVERY COUNTRY WAS BLESSED WITH BEN FIXMANS I STILL THI NK TH EY 

ARE, BUT NOW I AM LESS CERTAI N TH AT THE RE ARE ENOUG H OF THEM 
c 5 

TO GO AROUND, 
a -:= , 
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OR ANY CONTEMPORARY 

GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN FULL ADVANTAGE OF THE , 

CI YTI ' 3:1:Tii!Jif4? JrliiEflt 13 ih2 *' -- l I iCHJitTIO:t TIIJitT JFPAAISD 

i@Git EE&IQ&IIf ( GRC:Hii SJW[ZiQLl 2 

iWYF' QRtr' E~T? .... 

~tJ!S'J; I Iii I ltd I 
) 

II IE Git Z: --- ~ IIGitlliG illESt &Chi IO::~N A 

GALLUP POLL UNDERTAKEN FOR A COMPARATIVE STUDY ~AMERIC~ 

PUBLIC OPINION BY THE I TERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR SOCIAL 

RESEARC~ A CROSS-SECTION OF THE AMERICAN PUBLIC ~ 

EXPRESSED A NEW AND URGENT CONCERN OVER WHERE OUR COUNTRY, 
..--

OUR SOCIETY WAS GOING, ... _.. 
~ ; 

I 



000283 

-5-

~T WAS FOUND THAT THERE WAS A PERVASIVE SENSE OF NATIONAL 

~~~TION WAS DISUNITED AND ITS I STITUTIONS 

WERE UNRESPONSIVE TO THE NEEDS OF P EOPL~HE STUDY CONCLUDES/ 

AND l QUOTE, MAMERICANS SENSE THAT THEI R COUNTRY HAS LOST RATHER 

THAN GAINED GROUND OVER THE PAST FIVE YEARS. ~ THE RECURRENT 

EXPLANATION? -- "OUR TRADITIONAL WAY OF DOING THINGS IS NOT 

WORKING AND SOME BASIC CHANGES ARE NEEDED IF WE ARE TO WORK 

TOGETHER, 11 
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LUDE? VE SEE AN ALIENATION FRO~ 

OUR 

INSULAR AND 

CYNICAL? HAS OUR SP ENDED7 

---·-·=-·,.--.... li!llhiilR. THERE IS ----· 

}:,:u.::(THERE 
tAd~ ~--,··' 

JOB OPPORTUNI TY AN~-UNEMPLOYMEN.:J WEALTH AN~ HUt' AN POVERT.::,; ~ICE 

~~ 4 
AN~SOC I AL I NEQUALIT I ES:). ECONO_M_I_c_ D_EV_E_L_OPMENT AN~HE DWINDLING 

OF FOREIGN ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE~ 
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---
1112 l'lbRRIEit TilE PIOTURE t 

B~Qr:sftb ~J_ 
L OuR ECONOMY IS LAGGING AND UNEMPLOYMENT ,&'(:z:,:;:;! ~ 

,J;!-ftl - , 11 "'' ~ ' ·~ ~J'\J .~ 
MARK~SCRIMI NATORY PRACTICES AGAINST RACIAL AND ETHNIC GROUPS 

~-~~-
STILL DENIES MANY AMERICANS EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR SELF-DEYFIQPME~ 

~UR GOVERNMENT ON THE FEDERAL AND LOCAL LEVELS HAS NOT YET 

RESPONDED IMAGINATIVELY TO THE URGENT NEEDS~ERE ARE THE PROGRAMS 

FOR HUNGER, POVERTY, UNEMPLOY ENT, HEALTH, POOR HOUSING, AND 

~ADEQUATE EDUCATI~~E HAVE A~ DEFENSE BUDGET, AND 

SPIRALLING ARMS RACE~EACE IS STILL NOT IN OUR CLUTCHES, NOT 

WHEN THERE IS VIETNAM, PAKISTAN AND THE MIDDLE EAST, ' ~ 
- Ac~ 

_ _ J 1\ _J_ ,;.__ Q J ~,j/1 I v---+t...... 
-n~ ~e.·~--·~~--- -
17 ~- J.!::J;:z ol- fk·~·& .......... 'r:t 

f~,.~ ~ Ct;-: 



•••••'-" has shown that 
is has alwaYs been difficult to get passage of these measures , L 'Ibis probleB. ..... 
oocomes"acute in ~ times of domestic economic difficulty and recession• 

/, When the Congress is concerned with the lack of jobs and rising inflatio~SIIIii
of a foreign aid bill requires & . b deliga te an~~ cooper~ion between the Execut~ve branch and the le~slat~ve leadershipC~Yet , 

what has been the case in this instance? ' We find the President maintaining l,.,n~ <. O'f 
.f t.U t.. lltJit.L. no contact with the Congressional leadership for over ~ weeks prior to 

action on the bill,~, .men the Administration did give a nod to the 
Congress regarding ~ foreign aid bill it was a "scruff of the neck, back 
of the hand" approach wherein the President held up to the Senate the threat -
of a veto if the bill smul d contain any amendments which he did not want• 
~This coupled with the President's intemperate remarks following the ouster 

of Nationalist China from the UN~~ fuel ._. the fires of nee- isolationism • -----l .. =. ~ - -t h ± 'iu IS at ].1 i:rt eonserue*jus eJewprt m i: udt; h ±bi Cu 81111 lJ Ilk 
__ _ .-....... - ....... -..... __ •• !IBIIi threats to those J,Lberal 

0 
0 

assure no our war efforts 

statements 
against the United Nations to defeat this foreign aid bill., 

of
11
legislati ve 

another major legislative 

castigating the Congress 

absence of necessary posture and leadership 
from 

---"'' 
u.. ... ~~~"]- UJ"-
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To POSSESS THE GOAL OF PEACE DOES NOT PRODUCE ITS REALIZATI ON 

ANYMORE THAN THE IDEAL OF JUSTICE AND FREEDOM BRINGS ITS -
INSTANTANEOUS ACCOMPLISHMENT~THE MIDDLE EAST IS A CASE IN POINT. 

)__HERE IS AN EXAMPLE OF THE HUMAN DILEM Af- THE SEEMINGLY INSURM UNTABLE 

GAP BETWEEN THE IDEA AND REALI TV, Q S RAEL' S RE UES ~ 4lliV. MODEST ----

A RIGHT TO LIVE IN PEACE-- CERTAINLY, A REASONABLE GOAL FOR ANY 

' -t.JJ-"ju.vA~ ;;.4 kdl;t;-
NATION t ~ ~ A LACK OF UNDERSTANDING, AND 

I TOLERANC~, THAT GOAL' HAS SO FAR P OVED ILLUSORY~ ISRAEL HAS 

BEEN FIGHTING FOR ITS LIFE -- ITS RIGHT TO LIVE~~4f~~ 
~ ·~~h~ ~z~cr:~K---··-~·~. 
-~-;~OCQA ~:-~ swJ . Yrms "' Oil llii R 

~~~uu~f 
:kt5~~~~1 
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TO RID THEM OF CERTAI N SUSPICIONS WHICH 

~~"F~~CI AIQt INCLII4J!\TI614 "fill!¥ ~4HHIT IIAVE 10 lkGOIIATE: klaiiiN 

Ll.lfiS A GP 5 AcT 8PPe~T~IHTt re ~E~etvc P: P188T 8ERIQW& eWLICT 

''I'II~E"''P~Ih 1\6 I HE SAPEI Y AND SECOR II I OF I HE W~~ __ .., _ _. ~ 

t'j;p§7 J JfhE MIDDLE EAST WI !!~,II~ A PO DER KEG WITH A VERY 

S~ORT FU;;, RE~ TO E~ODE IF ANY ONE OF THE PARTICIPANTS STRIKES 

THE MATCH OF R~IVED HOSTILIT\~HILE THE MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT 

BEGAN AS A CONFRONTATION BETWEE ' THE ARAB COUNTRIES AND lSRAE~ 

IT NOW THREATENS TO SPARK A CONFRONTATI ON BETWEEN THE TWO 

POWERFUL NUCLEAR GOLIATHS OF TH E EARTH, THE UN ITED TATES AND 

THE SoviET UN ION , 
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TO BECOME A REALIT~, THE UNITED STATES 

~!:·~ EQUIPPED WITH THE DEFENSIVE & ·- G NECESSARY TO DETER w I!' ii!$ '• 
• • 

ANY ATTACK~BALANCE OF POWER IN THAT PART OF THE WORLD PROVIDES 

THE KIND OF STABILITY WHICH IS ULTIMATELY CONDUCIVE TO REACH NG 
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w MENTION~~!D FREEDO'>' BUT WHAT ~-MEAN 
WHEN PERSECUTION OF A RELIGIOUS MINORITY IS ON THE RISE IN THE 

SOVIET UNION AND WHEN WE AT HOME -
ALMOST TWO CENTURIES -- THE TASK OF SECURING 

FULL RIGHTS OF CITIZENSHIP AND HUMAN DIGNITY FOR ALL RACES~t 

~IN THE SOVIET UNION TODAY THERE IS AN ORGANIZED EFFORT 

TO SUPPRESS AN ENTIRE EWISH COMMUNITYl THE SYSTEMATIC ASSAULT 

' 
ON THEIR DIGNITY AND THEIR FREEDOM IS NOT A PROBLEM FOR RUSSIAN 

JEWS ALONE -- NOR A PROBLEM ONLY FO R JEWS, 

~50 !:::*1~'2!!R8 HI l'IIP'u OnlliiQ£ ClliWlsi PliT ltllii!REiiii!i• 

-
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~IT IS A SITUATION IN WHICH THE UNITED STATES SHOULD US~OFFIC ~AL 

CHANNELS IN A ATTEMPT TO CURB THE PE RSE CUTION/ AND PERMIT THE 

RIGHT OF SoVIET JEWRY TO EMIGRATE TO ANY LA D~T IS AN EXAMPLE 

OF THE KIND OF HUMAN BOND I HAVE BEEN TALKI NG ABOUT, HOPING 

FOR, AND SEEKING MY ENTIRE LIFE TO SECURE) 

~T IS CERTAINLY PLAUSIBLE THAT OUR COUNTRY AND IND IVIDUAL 
4L -. 

AMERICANS CAN DO A GREAT DEAL TO PRESSURE SoVIET LEADERS 1~ 
~ ... J~-:1..,~····4-.,J 

MYSE LF AM DOING WHAT I CAN THROUG~LEG I SLATION IN THE SENATE1 

BUT MORE CAN BE DONE.f!HIS GOVER ENT OF OURS AND THE AMER ICAN 

PEOPLE SHOULD SPEAK UP FOR FREEDOM WHE EVER FREEDOM JJ/f'-~U IJ 

? ~i E SHOULD SPEAK UP FO R HUMA D I GN I TY WHEREVER PEOPLE ARE 

VICTIMS OF IND IG NITY AND OF HU~1ILITATICS!'J• 
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WE CAN TO DISA. M THE WORLD OF ITS 

DISARMAMENT NEEDS TO TAKE PLACE I AMERICA JUST AS IT DOES 

1J ..... IJ ···-·"~·~ \. ••••• 1~ 
THE SOVIET UN IO N, ~~~~~~ '~ ~ 
< 

~ I SAID T T I AM MORE ANSWERS TO THE 

QUESTIO NS I ASKED YES, 

YES , YES) EXCEPT N IS SOME ANXIETY MY YO ICE,/.} DO 

AND WHAT -
SPIRATION, WE HAVE TO BE 

MEN, 
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WE CAN CLOSE THE GAP BETWEEN MYTH AND REALITY, WE CAN 

RESHAPE THE REALITY TO RESTORE THE FAITH IN OUR INSTITUTIONS, ALL 

THIS CAN BE DONE AND MORE, BUT THE ESSENTIAL INGREDIE NT IS 

LEADERSHIP. THAT IS WHAT WE NEED. 

# # # # # 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 




