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~ONIGHT J WANT TO OUTLINE TH~OGRAM OF ACTION IN 

WHICH I HOPE YOU WILL BE HEAVILY INVOLVED OVER THE COMING 

MONTHS I 

t( THERE IS NO QUESTION THAT ~D~ AM~CANS MUST SPEAK 

THE TIME HAS COME FOR YOU TO ASSERT YOUR RIGHTS, 

L T ENTY 

AND TH Y HAV 

AND THAT 
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~WE HAVE HAD ENOUGH STUDIES ABOUT THE ELDERLY.~WE 

HAVE VOLUMES OF STORIES OF FINANCIAL INSECURITY, SICKNESS, 

ISOLATION, AND ENFORCED IDLENESS AFFLICTING OLDER PEOPLE --

VOLUMES OF CONFERENCE REPORTS AND STUDY COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDATIONS THAT GATHER DUST ON THE SHELVES OF THE 

LIBRARY oF CoNGREss •• 

~ WHAT WE NEED NOW IS ACTION, 

L WE NEED TO HAMMER OUT FIRM NATIONAL POLICIES ON OLDER 

AMERICANS, BACKED UP BY BOLD AND COMPREHENSIVE NATIONAL 

PROGRAMS. 
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l...,a;n DEI;t::!'l'!i'9fii 18111 IIIII lfllsb DC YC::Zi f::iQ 1 FEHOW 

Ill '/OUR lilt' ... ------ ---::· ·- Ct • 

IS ONE PLACE WHERE "SENIOR POWER" CAN BE 

BROUGHT TO BEAR ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF PUBLIC POLICY/ 

IT IS HERE IN SoUTHERN CALIFORNIA., -

STATE HAS THE 

OF OLDER PEOPLE OF ANY STATE IN -
THE UNION -- 10 PER CENT OF ALL AMERICANS OVER 65.~ AND 

MANY OF THEM ARE WITHIN A FEW HOURS DRIVE FROM HERE, 
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Lf!T ~~ eeru11T e~~aEtH!~ re Till! !!~TA15tlt'Hif1Ef4if sr Q~E.. 
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iCM~) 

THIRTY-FOUR HUNDRED DELEGATES CLEARLY 

~ 
EXPRESSED ~DEEP CONCERN DURING THE RECENTLY CONCLUDED -
WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON AGING~THEY KNEW THAT MUCH HAD 

BEEN ACCOMPLISHED AS A RESULT OF THE CONFERENCf A DECADE .. 
EARLIER. 

~AND l REGARDED IT AS A SINGULAR PRIVILEGE TO HAVE BEEN 

AT THE FOREFRONT OF THE ENACTMENT OF A MAJOR LEGISLATIVE 

PROGRAM THAT HAD BEEN RECOMMENDED BY THE 1961 CONFERENC~ 
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~THAT CONFERENCE LED TO ~EDIC~REj AN ADMINISTRATION ON AGIN~ 

THE OLDER AMERICANS AcTJ A LAW TO PROHIBIT DISCRIMINATION 

IN EMPLOYMENT, AND FIVE BADLY NEEDED SociAL SECURITY 
) 

I NCR EASES •fi 

~BuT AS A RESULT OF THAT PROGRES:r WE CAME TO RECOGNIZE 

THAT MUCH MORE HAD TO BE DONE (- OIIA~Q~"\HE 

R.!:!~~~ ~\ 8F 8PP8RT~fHTI~!5 PIOR Af:l 



~AND THAT ~~-c;;N WAS MADE STRONGER BY THE LATER 

EVIDENCE THAT, FOR EXAMPLE, MEDICARE WAS COVERING LESS 
-\----- I 

THAN HALF THE RISING EXPENSES OF ILL HEALT~ AND THAT O~E 

... 
~ OF F~R ELDERLY LIVES IN ABJECT POVERTYA 

BUT I HAVE BEEN DEEPLY CONCERNED THAT UNDER THE 

PRESENT ADMINISTRATION IN WASHINGTON -- DESPITE PROMISES 

AND FINE SPEECHES -- THE RECORD OF PERFORMANCE SAYS THAT 

THE NEEDS AND RIGHTS OF OLDER CITIZENS WILL HAVE TO WAIT, 
-

( Lr: h <t:f¥~~T ORIGINALLY 

OPPOSED THE 15 PER CENT INCREASE IN SOCIAL SECURITY ENACTED 

BY THE LAST CONGRESS, 
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~AND WE ARE STILL WAITI NG FOR THE PROGRAM OF 

NUTRITIONAL LOW-COST MEALS FOR THE ELDERLY PROMISED LONG 

AGO BY THE COMMISS IONER ON AGING~ 

~WHAT WE KEEP HEARING IS THAT SOMETHING ~BE 

DONE -- SO~EDAY , J SOMETHING ~BE DONE ABOUT SUBSTANDARD 
?~ =' 

NURSING HOMES} THAT ARE HEAVILY SUBSIDIZED BY THE FEDERAL 

GOVERNMENT UNDER MEDICAID -- SOMEDAY, 
- ":;;p 

~~~~~~k 
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~AND WHILE THE PRESIDENT HAS JUST PROMISED TO PROPOSE 

A FIVE-FOLD INCREASE IN THE BUDGET OF THE ADMINISTRATION 

ON AGING) IT SHOULD BE REMEMBERED THAT FOR THREE YEARS THIS 

AGENCY HAS BEEN WEAKENED AND CRIPPLED UNDER WHITE HOUSE 

DIRECTIVES TO TRANSFER AWAY VITAL PROGRAMS, AND TO 

SUBSTANTIALLY CUT THE BUDGET FOR OTHERS -- LIKE COMMUNITY 

PROJECTS, AND RESEARCH AND TRAINING OF PERSONNEL CONCERNED 

WITH AGING, AND FosTER GRANDPARENTS, AND RETIRED SENIOR -
VoLUNTEERS." 

~AND THEN THERE IS THE PROGRAM OF H~NG DESIGNED 

SPECIFICALLY FOR THE AGING AND AT LOW COST TO THEM --

THE SECTION 202 PROGRAM. 
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t( THE ADMINISTRATION HAS DONE ITS BEST TO PHASE OUT 

THIS PROGRAM ALTOGETHER , ~AND ON TOP OF THI~ THE NIXON 

ADMINISTRATION HAS PROPOSED THAT OLDER NEEDY AMERICANS BE ....... 
REQUIRED TO PAY MORE FOR EXTENDED HEALTH CARE UNDER MEDICAID~ 

~ 
~AND I NOTE THAT THE PRESIDENT IS NOW CALLING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 

ACTION ON THE SOCIAL SECURITY AND WELFARE REFORM BILL, l 

COULD NOT AGREE WITH HIM MORE, 

AS THE PRICE OF CONTROLLING INFLATION? 
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CAN ONLY MAKE 0 ~R WHETHER GoVERNMENT 

FORGOTTEN TOMORRO~ BUT MORE 

IMPLY AND BLUNTLY TO THE NEED TO WIN FRIENDS -
ELECTION 

,_ SATISFIED WITH SUCH A STRATEGY 

SPECIFIC PROGRAM OF ACTION TO BRING INTO REALITY THE HOPE --
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~IRSTJ I HAVE PROPOSED THAT A CABINET-LEVEL OFFICE ON 

AGING BE ESTABLISHED ~. 

~HE PROBLEMS OF OLDER AMERICANS MUST BE ADDRESSED 

AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF AUTHORITY IN THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.0 

~HERE MUST BE AN ADEQUATELY FUNDED AND ON-GOING STAFF 

OPERATION/ REPORTING DI:;~LY TO THE PRESIDENT} WITH 

SUFFICIENT POWER AND INDEPENDENCE TO TELL THIS GOVERNMENTAL 

BUREACRACY WHAT MUST BE DONE) AND ~~N TO ~IT DONE~ 

~WE DARE NOT LET THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE LATEST 

WHITE HousE CoNFERENCE~~~; r':f$,.~ 
4(#/!;;:.'#?4jt"t~~~=t: 

\"fORK THAT MUST BE DONE b 
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~AND TO ASSURE THAT AN OFFICE ON AGING FUNCTIONS WITH 

THE BENEFIT OF THE BEST ADVICE AND EXPERIENCE AVAILABL:J 

AND IS ACTUALLY ABLE TO SET TARGETS AND FIX RESPONSIBILITY) 

WE SHOULD ESTABLISH A PERMANENT NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
~ 

ON OLDER JIM ER I CANS ~ ~ T SHOULD BE COMPOS ED OF RE~ SIBLE 

FEDERAL AGENCY OFFICIALS AND EXPERIENCED AND DEDICATED 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE COMMUNITY OF OLDER CITIZENSA 

¥ 
~ THE ITEM THAT SHOULD BE AT THE TOP OF THE NATIONAL 

AGENDA IS --~--------THE RIGHT OF ALL OLDER 

AMERICANS TO A LIVABLE INCOME, ~..-.c.-- . J ,~ 
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~&~~ WAY TO GET AT THIS 

CRITICAL NEED,~ I HAVE INTRODUCED LEGISLATION TO DO 

EXACTLY THAT, UNDER MY BILL, MINIMUM SOCIAL SECURITY 

PAYMENTS WILL BE BROUGHT UP TO A MORE REALISTIC LEVEL, 

AND BENEFITS WILL BE INCREASED BY 10 PER CENT~ --
~UT I HAVE ALSO INCLUDED A PROVISION TO CORRECT ONE 

OF THE GLARING INEQUITIES OF SOCIAL SECURITY, THAT HITS 

HARDEST AT PRECISELY THOSE WHOSE INCOME NEEDS THE SOCIAL 

SECURITY PROGRAM WAS DESIGNED TO MEET,~S THE 

UNREALISTICALLY LOW LIMIT SET ON A RETIRED PERSON'S 

EARNINGS, 
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MY BILL PROVIDES 

-
FINANCING OF THE SOCIAL 

""-q a 

SECURITY SYSTEM IS IN NEED OF FUNDAMENTAL R EVISION~ 

~HEREFORE , THIS BILL CALLS NOT ONLY FOR ADDITIONAL FINANCING 

OBTAINED THROUGH -----~ THE WAGE TAX BAS1 BUT 

ALSO THE APPLICATION OF FEDERAL GENERAL REVENUES TO ONE-

THIRD OF ~COSTS , 

~UT WE MUST ALSO GIVE ATTENTION TO THE NEED FOR 

EXTENSIVE IMPROVEMENTS IN OTHER FORMS OF RETIREMENT 

INCOME. 
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~HAT IS WHY, FOR EXAMPLE, I HAVE CALLED FOR EITENSIVE 

REFORMS IN CORPORATE PENSION PLANS/ SO THAT AN EMPLOYEE 
, . -
WILL NOT BE DENIED THE RETIREMENT INCOME SECURITY HE HAS 

COUNTED ON OVER YEARS OF HARD WORK~ 

~AND I HAVE INTRODUCED FURTHER LEGISLATION TO PERMIT 

OVER 2.08 MILLION RECIPIENTS OF OLD-AGE ASSISTANCE TO, 

IN FACT( BENEFIT FROM ANY INCREASE IN SociAL SECURITY 

BENEFITS -- RATHER THAN FACE A DOLLAR-FOR-DOLLAR CUTBACK 

IN PUBLIC ASSISTANCE~ 
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~BUT I BELIEVE WE MUST GO FURTHER IN I lJ 

PROTECTING ELDERLY CITIZENS FROM BEING, IN EFFECT, DENIED 

OR DECLARED INELIGIBLE FOR OTHER PROGRAM BENEFITS -- SUCH 

- .. -
AS MEDICAID AND FooD STAMPS -- EITHER THROUGH RECENT 

REGULATION CHANGES BY THE ADMINISTRATION, OR AS A RESULT 

OF AN INCREASE IN SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS~ 
,_, _ 

-( 
~SUCH TOTALLY INSENSITIVE AND ECONOMICALLY ILLOGICAL 

REGULATIONS MUST BE WITHDRAWN OR REVISED WITHOUT DELAY~ 

qt 
J' HEALTH CARE AND ADEQUATE NUTRITION ARE TWO CRITICAL 

A <: z ------ .-;.. 

NEEDS CONFRONTED BY THE ELDERL~.~HERE CAN BE NO QUESTION 

COMPHREfiENSIVE 

PROGRAM OF NATIONAL HEALTH lNSURANCE, 
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TO SEE ITH THE ESTABLISH-

MENT OF IMMEDIATELY 

ACCESSIBL TO ALL OUR 

PROGRAM DO S NOT DO THIS 1 

OF ECONOMI BARRIERS 

~IN POl 

WITH LESS HEA TH CARE THAN 

RECEIVE UNDER 

--
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~ BUT THERE ARE IMMEDIATE STEPS THAT CAN BE TAKEN 

UNDER MEDICARE TO MEET THE SHARPLY RISING COSTS OF HEALTH 

CARE FOR OLDER PEOPLE, AND TO PROVIDE THE HEALTH SERVICES 

THAT THEY REALLY NEED ~ 

~WHY GO TO A DOCTOR) IF YOU CAN'T PAY FOR THE 

PRESCRIPTION MEDICINE HE SAYS YOU MUST HAVE? 

i( AND HOW MANY OLDER PEOPLE COULD AVOID INJURY OR ILL 

HEALTH, IF THEY COULD SIMPLY PAY FOR EYE GLASSES, OR DENTAL 

WORK OR DENTURES? 
._....,.. < -

~WH~O WE PERMIT THOUSANDS OF THE ELDERLY TO END 

UP IN THE HOSPITAL UNDER EMERGENCY TREATMENT, SIMPLY BECAUSE 

= 
THEY HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO GET NUTRITIOUS MEALS? 
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I HAVE SOUGHT TO ADDRESS TWO OF THESE PROBLEMS --

THE NEED FOR COVERAGE OF THE HIGH COST OF PRESCRIPTION DRUGS, 

AND THE NEED FOR ADEQUATE NUTRITION -- THROUGH INTRODUCING 

AMENDMENTS TO THE MEDICARE PROGRAM 0 

~ THEIR ENACTMENT, ALONG WITH OTHER VITAL MEASURES I 

HAVE SPONSORED -- SUCH AS THE NUTRITION PROGRAM FOR THE 

ELDERLY AcT, RECENTLY PASSED .. __ ___ ....... -...... BY THE SENATE --

CAN HELP THE REAL HEALTH CARE NEEDS AND COSTS THAT OLDER -
AMERICANS ARE CONFRONTED WITH RIGHT NOW, 
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~ BUT IN DISCUSSING THE INCOME PROTECTION NEEDS OF OLDER 

PEOPL~1 WE MUST REMEMBER THAT FOR HUNDREDS OF THO~NDS 

OF THEMj THIS IS BASICALLY A PROBLEM OF GETTING OR HOLDING 

A JOB~~WE HAVE ALL HEARD THE MAXIM THAT TOO OFTEN RINGS 

TRUE TODAY: "Too YOUNG TO RETIRE, BUT TOO OLD TO HIRE." 
- rmrvur rrwc 1&4 

~ J FI ND IT MORALLY UNCONs;:~ABLE AND ECONOMICALLY 

FOOLISH TO DENY OUR OLDER CITIZENS THE RIGHT TO GAI NFUL 

EMPLOYMENT. 

~IT IS AN AFFRONT TO THEI R DIGNITY. 
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~ IT IS AN ACT OF IGNORANCE IN FAILING TO RECOGNIZE THE 

SOLID CONTRIBUTION THEY CAN CONTINUE TO MAKE TO OUR -
ECONOMY AND THE EXTENSIVE SERVICES THEY CAN PERFORM IN OUR~ 

COMMUN lTl ES .., ~ • J(..t. ~ f """"~. ~ A .4 ~ • 
~~lr - ~-f1,. ... --~- ~ 

\)~ AND ~T THERE IS CLEAR EVIDENCE THAT THE FEDERAL ~ 
# . .J.e, 

GoVERNMENT HAS NOT BEEN ~ONCERNED ABOUT FORCED 

EARLY RETIREMENT) ABOUT PROVIDING EXTENSIVE ~ AND 

COMMUNITY SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES FOR OLDER AME RICAN]' OR 

ABOUT ENFORCING THE LAW PROHIBITING DISCRIMINATION ON THE - = ~ 
BASIS OF AGE. ~T HAS BEEN ESTIMATED, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT~ ,.. 

THIRDS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR's JOB TRAINING PROGRAMS ARE 

-
OPERATED FOR PERSONS UNDER 45, AND THAT ONLY 4 PERCENT REACH 

THOSE 55 AND OVER, 
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~ 1 BELIEVE WE MUST ESTABLISH FEDERALLY ASSISTED 

PROGRAMS ACROSS THE NATION TO PROVIDE OLDER WORKERS WITH 

GUARANTEED OPPORTUNITIES FOR JOB RETRAINING AND EMPLOYMENT 

IN NEW CAREERS, 

~AND WE MUST PROVIDE FOR MULTI-PURPOSE CENTERS IN OUR 

COMMUNITIES WITH EXTENSIVE PROFESSIONAL SOCIAL SERVICES 

FOR AND BY OUR OLDER CITIZENS -
EXPAND II' EXISTING PROGRAMS TO INVOLVE THESE PEOPLE IN 

REMUNERATIVE AND VITALLY NEEDED COMMUNITY SERVICE, 
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~THERE MUST ALSO BE A NATIONAL EFFORT TO REVERSE 

AN ATTITUDE ABOUT THE ELDERLY THAT IS ALL TOO PREVALENT 

TODAY ~Iii +IIA+ 

Pll !liE , 'OUT OF 

1£ RER'i! S? UQOT 1111121 -
SIGHT; OUT OF MIND, " 

• 

EXPRESS [£ i ii lil t -

Lr n I 3 il l£ I JiG I II ( ALL TOO OFTEN WE ARE, IN 

EFFECT, LOCKING UP OLDER PEOPLE EACH EVE NING AND WEEKENDS 
= "' 

FOR THE SIMPLE REASON THAT WE FAIL TO PROVIDE THEM WITH 

E~SENTIAL TRANSPORTATION SERVICES ~ 

~ J.. T HI S MUST NO LONGER BE TOLERATED~ ( WE lilliE NOT DENY 

THEM THE RIGHT TO OBTAI N ESSENTIAL SERVICES, TO REACH JOBS t _____ ) ~ 

OR TO PURSUE COMMUNITY-SERVICE OR PERSONAL INTERESTS, 
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~ NoR SHOULD THE COST OF AIRLINE OR INTERSTATE 

TRANSPORTATION TICKETS PROHIBIT THEM FROM TRAVELING) AND I 

HAVE INTRODUCED LEGISLATION TO MEET THIS NEED BY 

~ 
AUTHORIZING~REDUCTIONS IN THESE FARES, 

~~LV, IN RECOGNITION OF THE HIGH PROPORTION OF THE 

INCOME OF OLDER AMERICANS THAT IS PAID FOR HOUSING THAT 

IS OFTEN SUBSTA~A~D AND IN UNSAFE NEIGHBORHOOD:J THERE MUST 

BE A TOTAL REDIRECTION IN NATIONAL HOUSING PROGRAMS TO 

END DISCRIMINATION BASED ON AGE" 



~THE INA~EQUA£Y OF DECENT HOUSING THAT INCLUDES THE .., 
OPPORTUNITY FOR ENRICHING COMMUNITY LIFE FOR OLDER PEOPLE, 

IS A FACT OF LIFE ACROSS AMERICA~O MEET THIS CRITICAL 

NEED) WE SHOULD UNDERTAKE THE IMMEDIATE CONSTRUCTION OF A 

MINIMUM OF 125,000 UNITS OF LOW-COST HOUSING FOR THE 

ELDERLY EACH YEAR, 

-------" 
~AND WE MUST PROVIDE EFFECTIVE AND REASONABLE ASSISTANCE 

TO OLDER PERSONS WHO WANT TO REMAIN IN THE HOMES FOR WHICH 

THEY HAVE WORKED AND CARED OVER THE YEARSl 

NOT ALLOW SPIRALLING PROPERTY TAXES TO FORCE 

THOUSANDS OF OLDER COUPLES TO SELL THEIR HOM~ 
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~ IF A F~ERAL TAX CREDIT TO MEET THIS PROBLEM --

WHICH I HAVE STRONGLY SUPPORTED -- IS NOT TO BE ENACTED 

UP 

~PECIFICALLY, J HAVE CALLED FOR TRIPLING THE LEVEL OF 

fEDERAL AID TO OUR SCHOOLS, TO HELP RELIEVE THE LOCAL 

---------------J\ 
TAX BURDEN AND TO EQUALIZE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR 

ALL OUR CHILDREN, 
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~AND J HAVE URGED CONGRESS TO PASS THE HUMPHREY-REUSS 

REVENUE SHARING BILL, WH ICH I SINCERELY BELIEVE WILL GET 

GUARANTEED FI NANC IAL HELP TO LOCAL COMMUNITI ES FASTER AND .. 
MORE EFFECTIVELY THAN THE ADM INISTRATION'S PLAN,~:zt-

IS DESIGNED TO PUT PRESSURE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENTS TO MODERNIZ E 

THEIR OPERATIONS AND PROVI DE BETTER SERVICES TO THE PUBLIC, 

~BUT FOR THOUSANDS OF THE ELDERLY;rA PLACE TO LIVE 

HAS MEANT A BED IN SOME 23,000 EXISTING NURSING HOMES 

ACROSS AMER ICA TODAY~FOR M~;j THIS HAS MEANT GOOD CA RE 

AND ESSENTIAL MEDICAL SERVICES RIGHT AT HAND, 
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~UT FOR ~ OTHER:; IT HAS BEEN A NIGHTMARE OF INADEQUATE 

AND SOMETIMES INHUMANE TREATMENT. THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

SHOULD HAVE ACTED LONG AGO TO ENFORCE QUALITY HEALTH CARE 

STANDARDS ~ IN LINE WITH ITS SUBSTANTIAL SUBSIDIZATION OF 

NURSING HOMES~ WILL CONTINUE TO INSIST THAT THIS BE 

~NE~UT l HAVE ALSO CALLED FOR THE INITIATION OF 

EXTENSIVE AND INNOVATIVE EFFORTS BY GOVERNMENT TO APPLY 
..... 

INCENTIVES AND ASSURE THE PROVISION OF A BROAD RANGE OF 

MEDICAL MANPOWER AND FACILITY RESOURCES / BOTH TO IMPROVE -
~~.,c~~<. 

INSTITUTIONAL CARE AND TO BROADEN ~OF HEALTH CARE 

FROM PREVENTIVE MEDICINE TO REHABILITATION PROGRAMS. 
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PROGRAM 

l AM ASKING YOU TONIGHT TO JOIN ME IN SPONSORING AND 

-lbA fM"ft+V" 
IN GETTING~ ACCOMPLISHED, 

~ONG YOU THERE IS A TREMENDOUS RESERVOIR OF TALENT 

AND ABILITY AND DETERMINATION TO SEE THAT THESE~AN 
___... --

AND WILL BE DONE.w 

LET US RESOLVE TO GET ON WITH THE CHALLENGING TASK OF 

CREATING A NEW ERA FOR AND BY THE OLDER PEOPLE OF AMERICA ~ 

~~ 
111W

1
WILL ASSURE THEM A LIFETIME OF DIGNITY, S~ITY, AND 

OPPORTUNITY, AND THAT WILL MAKE THIS A BETTER NATION FOR ALL 

OUR PEOPLE. 

#### 
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