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This morning in Philadelphia I signed a certificate declaring 
my candidacy for the Democratic nomination for President of the 
United States. 

This afternoon I have come to Florida in order to take my 
campaign to the people of this state who will be the first to 
judge my fitness for the high office I seek. 

I told Pennsylvanians that it was in their state that the 
message of "We, the People ••. " was proclaimed as the foundation 
for our democracy . 

And it is in Florida today that the blueprint for the third 
century of American democracy is being written. 

The watchword "We, the People" has been forgotten by those 
who lead our nation. 

We the people want jobs and a better quality of life. 
We the people want clean air and water. 
We the people want our families to be safe from crime. 
We the people want a nation at peace. 
We the people want to be treated equally. 
We the people want the best education for our children. 
We the people want a prosperous rural America . 
And we the people want to be brought together again. 
The most important issue in this election is the Nixon 

Administration 's disregard of we the people. 
My campaign will go to the people of Florida -- from 

Pensacola to Key West --with the message that the people's 
government must get on with the work of building a better America. 

Florida is today one of the best examples of responsive 
government, open government, government with vision and purpose. 

The people of Florida won when they elected Reuben Askew. 
He took his case to the people. I intend to do the same. 

The people won when they elected Lawton Chiles. He took 
his case to the people. I intend to do the same. 

And the people of Miami won when they elected David Kennedy. 
He took his case to the people. I intend to do the same. 

These men are proof that Americans no longer have to settle 
for closed government, government by promise without action and 
government that ignores people. 

And David Kennedy, Lawton Chiles, and Reuben Askew are 
Democrats of the first order in the tradition of Roosevelt, 
Truman, Kennedy and Johnson who believed that people count. 

In the coming days and weeks I intend to talk seriously 
and truthfully to the people. 

I refuse to keep from the people of Florida my views on the 
issues which affect their lives. 

They have a right to know how and for what I stand. 
I intend to conduct a political campaign people can believe 

in. My campaign will be one of issues -- not personalities. One 
of programs to solve problems -- not promises to raise false hopes. 

A campaign is the truest test of a man, his ideas and hopes. 
I stand ready before the people of Florida to meet that test. 

# # # # # 
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~HIS MORNING IN PHILADELPHIA I SIG NED A CERTIFICATE DECLARING 

MY CANDIDACY FOR THE DEMOCRATIC NOMINATION FOR PRESIDENT OF THE 

UNITED STATES. 

~IS AFTERNOON I HAVE COME TO FLORIDA IN ORDER TO TAKE MY 

CAMPAIGN TO THE PEOPLE OF THIS STATE WHO WILL BE THE FIRST TO .... 
JUDGE MY FITNESS FOR THE HIGH OFFICE l SEEKct 

~ TOLD PENNSYLVANIANS THAT IT WAS IN THEIR STATE THAT THE 

MESSAGE OF "WE, THE PEOPLE.,, " WAS PROCLAIMED AS THE FOUNDATION 

FOR OUR DEMOCRACY .• 

AND IT IS IN FLORIDA TODAY THAT THE BLUEPRINT FOR THE THIRD 

CENTURY OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY IS BEING WRITTEN, 

THE WATCHWORD "WE, THE PEOPLE " HAS BEEN FORGOTTEN BY ~ 
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WE THE PEOPLE WANT CLEAN AIR AND WATER, 

WE THE PEOPLE WANT OUR FAMILIES TO BE SAFE FROM CRIME, 

WE THE PEOPLE WANT A NATION AT PEACE, 

WE THE PEOPLE WANT TO BE TREATED~L~ 
WE THE PEOPLE WANT THE BEST EDUCATION FOR OUR CHILDREN, 

WE THE PEOPLE WANT A PROSPEROUS RURAL AMERICA, 

AND WE THE PEOPLE WANT TO BE BROUGHT TOGETHER AGAIN, 

THE MOST IMPORTANT ISSUE IN THIS ELECTION IS THE NIXON 

ADMINISTRATION'S DISREGARD OF WE THE PEOPLE, 
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~y CAMPAIGN WILL GO TO THE PEOPLE OF FLORIDA -- FROM 
."' ....... ~ .. ....,, ....... ~ 

PENSACOLA TO KEY WEST -- WITH THE MESSAGE THAT THE PEOPLE'S 
= ;;;:;-..., 

GOVERNMENT MUST GET ON WITH THE WORK OF BUILDING A BETTER AMERICA 

l FLORIDA IS ;!'y ONE OF THE BEST EXAMPLES OF RESPONSIVE 

GOVERNMENT , OPEN GOVERNMENT, GOVERNM ENT WITH VISION AND PURPOSE, 

THE PEOPLE OF FLORIDA WON WHEN THEY ELECTED REUBEN ASKEW. 

CASE TO THE PEOPLE. I INTEND TO DO THE SAME, 

~THE PEOPLE WON WHEN THEY ELECTED lAWTON CHILES, HE TOOK 

HIS CASE TO THE PEOPLE, I INTEND TO DO THE SAME, 

- ----·-·--
~ AND THE PEOPLE OF MIAMI WON WHEN THEY ELECTED DAVID KENNEDY, 

HE TOOK HIS CASE TO THE PEOPLE, I INTE ND TO DO THE SAME, 
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~HESE MEN ARE PROOF THAT AMERICANS NO LO NGER HAVE TO SETTLE 

FOR CLOSED GOVERNMENT' GOVERNMP~~T-~~_:ROM ISE WITHOUT ~NAND 

GOVERNMENT THAT IGNORES PEOPLE,( ., 

lAND ·~y, LAwToN CHILES, AND REU~EN AsKEW~ 
-~~ 

~DEMOCRATS OF THE FIRST ORDER IN TH E TRAD ITIO N OF RoOSEVELT, 

TRUMAN, KENNEDY AND JOHNSON WHO BELIEVED THAT PEOPLE COUNT0 

~ THE COMING ~S AND_!EEKS I INTE ND TO TALK SERIOUSLY 

AND TRUTHFULLY TO THE PEOPLE• 

~I REFUSE TO KEEP FROM THE PEOP LE OF FLORIDA MY VIEWS ON THE 

ISSUES WH ICH AFFECT THEIR LIVES , 

~HEY HAVE A RIGHT TO KNOW HOW AND FOR WHAT I STAND, 



-5- ooo 8 ,_ 

~ INTEND TO CONDUCT A POLITICAL CAMPAIGN PEOPLE~ B~E 

~MY CAMPAIGN WILL BE ONE OF ISSUES -- NOT PERSONALITIES 1~NE 

OF PROGRAMS TO SOLVE PROBLEMS -- NOT PROMISES TO RAISE FALSE HOPES, 

~CAMPAIGN IS THE TRUEST TEST OF A MAN._H~ I~ AND H~S, 

I STAND READY BEFORE THE PEOPLE OF FLORIDA TO MEET THAT TEST• 
~ 

# # # # # 
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