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REMARKS BY SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS BEFORE THE UNITED STATES 
JAYCEES TEN OUTSTANDING YOUNG MEN OF AMERICA 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

January 15, 1972 

It's a great pleasure to be with the Jaycees today to 
honor the ten outstanding young men of 1972. 

These men were chosen for this important distinction because 
of dedicated service to their communities. They have provided 
leadership where it counts -- on the cutting edge of change --
in their communities, in contact with people. 

The ten outstanding men of 1972 have been able to do what 
government must do more of: recognize the true needs of people 
and 

help them 
guide them 
teach them 
heal them 
and improve the quality of life in America. 

The men honored today are examples of what young Americans 
can and must do if our country is to move forward into its third 
century still true to the great principles on which it was 
founded. 

Despite the singular achievements of the men we honor today 
and the many more men and women working for a better America, 
we all must recognize that the great problems that beset America 
today need to be solved by a new partnership of government and 
people. 

And this partnership must be forged in mutual trust 
and confidence between government and people. 

The only way we can create such trust and confidence is with 
open government. 

-- Government open to the participation of people, 
-- Governmental decision-making open to public view and 

inspection. 
These are the two basic ingredients of open government. 

These are the ingredients of trust and confidence. 
Today in America there is a cancer eating away at our society 

that can be cured only through a new partnership of government 
and people. 

This cancer is increasing drug abuse and drug addiction, 
particularly among the young. 

There are an estimated 125,000 hard core narcotics 
addicts in the United States. 

Young people under 21 are arrested at the rate of one 
every 5 minutes in connection with the use, possession, or 
transaction in drugs . 

-- The Senate Committee on Juvenile Delinquency reports 
narcotic arrests have increased 322 percent since the beginning 
of this decade. 

-- Drug abuse is a suburban as well as an urban problem. 
And it is also found with increasing frequency in rural communities. 

-- The annual cost of narcotic addiction in terms of stolen 
property alone may well be over a billion dollars a year. 

-- Police estimate that a hard-core addict may steal 
$400 to $500 worth of goods to support a $75 a day habit. 
Assuming that half of America's addicts steal to support their 
habits, the total value of goods stolen every day by hard core 
addicts is approximately $25 million. 
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The drug problem in America tod ay is not the government's 
problem alone. 

Yes, the government must strictly enforce laws against those 
involved in the sale and distribution of drugs. 

Yes, the government must do much more here and abroad to 
halt the manufacture and importation of drugs. 

Yes, the government must expand its research into the 
consequences and effects of drug use and abuse. 

Yes, we must establish a Drug Abuse Prevention Treatment 
and Rehabilitation Administration in the Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare. 

But the real question is what are you going to do about 
this problem? 

What are people in communities larg e and small going to do 
about the drug problem, the race problem, the hunger problem, 
the education problem and any other problems? 

Government alone can't do the job . 
And government can't solve the drug problem, for example, 

merely by passing laws or i mproving treatment of those already 
on the books. 

This is where the Jaycees come in. 
This is where we need grass roots leadership. 
And this is where local government must be responsive and 

'tvork with people -- in establishing rehabilitation clinics, 
in starting drug education courses in the schools -- in moving 
forcefully against the drug pushers. 

I believe that Americans today need help and guidance in 
forging a new partnership between themselves and their local 
and federal government. 

As President, I would convene a White House Conference on 
People's Participation in Government. 

At the highest level, we must ask exactly how more people 
can be brought into the decision-making process of local and 
federal government. 

We must ask if government and peop le are well served by 
widesp read secrecy in government. 

We must ask how we develop viab le institutions that begin 
to fill the gap between 210 million Americans and representative 
government, staffed by a b ureaucracy of millions. 

We must ask specifically how we can begin to better 
utilize the talents and s k ills of young and old er Americans. 

We must ask how we can mak e pub lic of f icials more accountab le 
to the peop le they serve. 

These questions and many more deserve to be answered ~t 
such a White House Conference. 

The work of the Jaycees throughout the nation demonstrates 
what can be accomplished when serving peop le becomes the prime 
concern of an organization. 

I want to see government ma ke its p rimary concern service 
and help for people. 

It can and it must. 
But a government that meets peop le's needs, that alleviates 

poverty, that helps build homes, that educates children, that 
provides jobs must do these things with peop le - - in a 
p artnership of common purp ose. ----

This is what I \vant to see happen in America. 
With the type of dedication and determination shown by the 

Jaycees across the nation, I know we can have a new partnership 
b etween "We, the peop le ••• " and our government. 

# # # # # 
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IT'S A GREAT PLEASURE 

HONOR THE TEN OUTSTANDING YOUNG 

~ THESE ME WERE CHOSEN FO R THIS IMPORTANT DISTI NCTION BECAUSE 

OF DEDICATED SERVICE TO TH EI R COMMUN ITI ES~EY HAVE PROVIDED 

LEADERSHIP WHERE IT COUNTS -- ON THE CUTTING EDGE OF CHANGE 
-. -

IN THEIR COMMUNITIES, I CONTACT WITH 
~ 

HE TEN OUTSTANDING MEN OF 1 72 HAVE BEEN ABLE TO DO WHAT 

Jo 
GOVERNMENT MUST DO MORE OF~RECOGNIZE THE TRUE NEEDS OF PEOPLE 

... -
AND 

-- HELP THEM 

-- GUIDE THEM 

-- TEACH THEM 

-- HEAL THEM 
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-- A D IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE IN AMER IC~ 

~ THE MEN HONORED TODAY ARE EXAMPLE OF WHAT YOU NG AMER ICANS 

CAN AND MUST DO IF OUR COUNTRY IS TO MOVE FOR ARD INTO ITS THI RD 

-
CE NTURY STILL TRUE TO THE GREAT PRI CIPLES ON WH IC H IT WAS 

-
FOUNDED, 

~ ESPITE THE SI NG ULAR AC HIEVEMENTS OF THE ME WE HONOR TODAY 

AND THE MA Y MORE MEN AND WOMEN WORK ING FO A BETT ER AMER ICA 1 -=- -.:- _, 

WE ALL MUST RECOGNIZE THAT THE GREAT PROBLEMS THAT BESET AMERICA 

TODAY NEED TO BE SOLVED BY A NEW PARTNERSH IP OF GOVERNMENT AND 

PEOPLE, 

AND CO NFIDENCE BETWEEN GOVE RNMENT AND PEOPLE, 
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IS WITH 

ENT , 

-- GOVERNMENT OPEN TO THE PARTICIPATIO N OF PEOPLE, 

-- OVERNMENTAL DECISIO -MAKI G OPEN TO PUBLIC VIEW AND -
INSPECTION , 

i( THESE ARE THE TWO BASIC INGREDI ENTS OF OPE GOVERNMENT . 

THESE ARE THE I GREDI ENTS OF TRUST AND CO NF IDE NCE - ...C..U1~ 

(jj r~~v.~~~ ' ODAY IN MER ICA HERE IS A CANCE~ EATI G AWAY AT OUR SOCIETY 

THAT CAN BE CURED ONLY THROUGH A EW PARTNERSH IP OF GOVERNMENT 

AND~ 

~tt-"'~'~ 
TH IS CANCER I ~ INCREAS~~RUG ABUSE AND DRUG ADD ICTIO N, -

_M~-'"~ 
~U)J.i~IU/1 

===========-------- !)Nq-1.- ti~t..,. 

PARTICULARLY AMONG THE YOUNG,D 
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-- THERE ARE AN ESTIMATED 125,000 HARD CORE NARCOTICS 

ADDICTS IN THE UN ITED STATES, -
-- YOUNG PEOPLE UNDER 21 ARE ARRESTED AT THE RATE OF ONE 

EVERY 5 MINUTES IN CONNECTION WITH THE USE, POSSESSION, OR -
TRANSACTION IN DRUGS, 

-- THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUVENILE DELIN UENCY REPORTS 

NARCOTIC ARRESTS HAVE INCREASED 322 PERCE NT SINCE THE BEGINNING 

OF THIS DECADE, 

-- DR UG ABUSE IS A SUBURBAN AS WELL AS AN UR BAN PROBLEM, --
AND IT IS ALSO FOUND WITH INCREA lNG FRE UE NCY IN RURAL COMMUN ITIES, -

-- THE ANNUAL COST OF NARCOTIC ADDICTIO N IN TERMS OF STOLEN 

PROPERTY ALONE MAY WELL BE OVE A BILLION DOLLARS A YEAR, 
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- - PoL ICE ESTI MATE THAT A HARD-CORE ADDICT MAY STEAL 

$400 TO $500 WORTH OF GOODS TO SUPPORT A $75 A DAY HABIT, 
__.. -

~ASSUM I NG THAT HALF OF AMER ICA'S ADD ICTS STEAL TO SUPPORT THE IR 

HAB IT~ THE TOTAL VALUE OF GOODS STOLE EVERY DAY BY HARD CO RE 

ADD ICTS IS APPROXIMATELY $25 MILLI ON, 

t(r:: DRUG PROBLEM 

m 

IN AMER ICA TODAY IS NOT THE GOVERNME T
1
S 

PROBLEM ALONE I 

INVO LVED IN THE SALE AND DISTRIBUTION OF DRUGS • 
__.. 
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~Y;:, THE GOVERNME T MUST EXPAND 

ooos42 

ITS RESEARCH INTO TH E 

CONSEQU ENCES AND EFFECTS OF DRUG US E AND ABUSE , 

~~ WE MUST ESTABLI SH A DR UG ABUSE PREVENTI ON TREATMENT 

AND RE HABILITATION ADM INISTRATI ON IN THE DEPARTMENT OF HEA LTH, 
-.............__,.. ........... , _ __,_ 

ED UCATIO N AND WELFARE, 

w~ .£4 ... J, .... lv J4_, 
h BuT THE REA L QUESTI ON IS WHAT ARE - GO! G TO DO ABOUT 

Af~ .. s tdT-2~~ 
THIS PROBLEM? - M-31lc ,J t Cf , .... rn c..::z:;J..,..,,( t 

~HAT ARE PEOPLE IN COMMUN ITI ES LARGE AND~LL GOING TO DO 

ABOUT THE DRUG PRO~~~'THE(~~. THE HU~GER PROB LEM, 

?~~~,4 
THE EDUCATIO N PROBLEM AND ANY OTHER PRO LEMS? ~ ~~ I -
NJ ~--£1· 1-< - -J.- &~""' . z GOVERNMENT ALONE CAN' T DO THE J OB -,~~~.._../~ 
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t A D GOVERNMENT CAN 'T SOLVE THE DRUG PROBLEM) FOR EXAMPLE, 

MERE LY BY PASSI NG LAWS OR IMPROVI G TREATMENT OF THOSE ALREADY 

+G~~.~~ 
fs... 

~IS IS WHERE THE JAYCEES COME I N, 

THIS IS WHERE WE NEED GR ASS ROOTS LEADERSH IP, 

AND THIS IS WHERE LOCAL GOVERNME T MUS T BE RESPONS IVE AND 
--

WORK WITH PEOPLE -- IN ESTABLISH! G REHABI LITAT ION CLI N IC S~ 

IN STARTING DRUG EDUCATION COURSES IN THE SCHOOLS -- IN MO VING 

FO RCEFULLY AGAINST 

I BELIEVE THAT AMERICA NS TODAY NEED HELP AND GUIDANCE IN - -
FO RG ING A NEW PARTNERSHIP BETWEE THEMSELVES AND THE IR LOCAL 

AND FEDERA L GOVERNMENT, 
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~-==~·I'JE A HITE HoUSE CONFERENCE ON 

w ... 441 ~ ~ • .....w-. 
PEOPLE's PARTICIPATION IN GoVERNt~ENT. - ·D A_JL ~...L.~\ -~ • 

~""··~ ~~e.·t ...... 
1 " ~'"-~"' ~-~, 
~T THE HIGHEST LEVEL/ WE MUST ASK EXACTLY HO MORE ~OPLE 

CAN BE BROUGHT INTO THE DECISION-MAKING PROCESS OF LOCAL AND - -
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. - .J..'!:;;~-+::·;;;c.•t.A: t!l -f"ii't._ 

~MUST ASK IF GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE ARE WELL SERVED BY~~ ., a::~ 7 
WIDESPREAD SECRECY IN GOVERNMENT, l e~ 

' ... ... -,. ~ k MUST~ HOW WE DEVELOP V~I STITUTIONS THAT BEGIN 

TO FILL THE GAP BETWEEN 210 MILLION AMERICANS AND REPRESENTATIVE 

GOVERNMENT, STAFFED BY A BUREAUCRACY OF MILLIONS, 4 
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~MUST ~K SPECIFICALLY HOW WE CAN BEGIN TO BETTER 

UTILIZE THE TALENTS AND SKILLS OF YOUNG AND OLDER AMERICANS, 

~WE MUST ASK HOW WE CAN MAKE PUBLIC OFFICIALS MORE ACCOUNTABLE 

TO THE PEOPLE THEY SERVE. 

THESE QUESTIONS AND MANY MORE DESERVE TO BE ANSWERED AT 

SUCH A WH ITE HoUSE CONFE~ 

THE WORK OF THE JAYCEES THROUGHOUT THE NATION DEMONSTRATES 

WHAT CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED WHEN SERVI NG PEOPLE BECOMES THE PRIME 
.:: > ...... 

CONCERN OF AN ORGANIZATION,, 

I WANT TO SEE GOVERNMENT MAKE ITS PRIMARY CONCERN SERVICE -
AND HELP FOR PEOPLE," 

;san _,.,e-' 
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~T :_AND 1:;::· 

BUT A GOVERNMENT THAT MEETS PEOPLE'S NEED:r THAT ALLEVIATES 

POVERTY, THAT HELPS BUILD HOME~ THAT EDUCAT ES CHILDREN , THAT 

-
PROVIDES JOBS 

,~ •• mlu ~ 
V\ Jtr~PARTNERSH I P OF _c_o_MM_o_N_ P_uR_P_o_sE --

~THIS IS WHAT I WANT TO SEE ~E IN AMERICA, 
= 

WITH THE TYPE OF DED ICAT ION AND DETERMINATION SHOWN BY THE 

JAYCEES ACROSS THE NATION) I KNOW WE CA N HAVE A NEW PARTNERSH IP 

BETWEEN " WE , THE PEOPLE' ' ' " AND OUR GOVERNMENT ' I 
• 
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