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~ebruary 17, 1~72 

I ~tant to share ".1. feu vieus Hith you anrl t .1en ~·re t-Till have a ra{) session 
here ~.yltere you can 3et at me. I thin~:: every citizea ou~'1t to !1ave a ri~ht to 
take one bite out of li l:h1e ~Tnit~,1 St:ItP.s Senator and I ~·1111 .;ive 10u th11t 
chance. !.:1 the l'leanti~··e, I l·mulJ lil':.e to share SOF!e t l10u"hts l'lith you. 

'·!hen I ca;'le here sor;~ebody presented 1'1e Hith a little folder entitled 
'The Liberal Co~lition' anrt I :r-:1 interested in that because t 1,at is tl-te 'ftray 
~re ~et t llinp;s . done. I uant to talk to you about the liberal coalition. T~.1e 
liberal · coalition consists of many ele~·,ents in our society. It consists of 
peo!_)le ~1'10 ho l:on~er COl.,':> lain about thin~s but get busy. neople \•7ho are no 
lon~er outraged by the injustices t hat :J.nflict us hut do so:T'.et~ing about it. 
People that no lon~er just have ~ood ideas but try to put ~ood i(leas to uor~t. 
· Ii~ht I say t hat to have govern~ent worl : the first t'llinn: you have to 1o is 
to elect people, because ot'h.eruise if you don't elect t':!en it isn't goin~ to 
'frmr!:: for you. T~ere are only tTm kin.ds of <:!overnnent -- ~overn!"'ent of the 
najoritv and government of the n inority . 'J:'l1ere are only t~·Jo Hays -
~overnnent by ecict or government by reryre~entative process an~ yount men 
anti t.,of.len today have the opportunity as never refore · to participate. 

I have helped durin~ r.'y ti':1c to open up one party caller1 the "'e~ocratic 
narty. I wa£; a youn~ ·~ayor of a city that took over at the tin~e l'lhen it .,_,as 
corrupt -- inrl iff~rent to social neer1 anct r!ith the help of men lil~e Orville 
Freeman , T)onalr! Fr'3.zier ' Fritz londale, and others ~md noyself. at that ti~e 
their leader , ne chan~~d t~te politics of t~te city of · finneapolis. '·!e ~·lent 
onto t!'la ':.Jrdted States Senate ~nd. He had a coalition. 

T.1e 't-Yent on to the TJnite,.l States Senate and t:;e had .<\ coalition that built 
"That ~;re called the ")~!1\0Cratic Farc.1.er L.:1bor "Party. ~ Te didn 1 t let any "ne 
;jrOUD doT'.'!ina te it. He un..!erstooC.. that t·!hat ~;e thOtlf?~1t Nere t he eleil1ents of 
this state that loianted social progress , 't-.Tanted urogressivism, 1iberalisr; 9 not radiclilisn, constructive nurpose, not c.estruction an~ ue · l~ent aheac! anrl 
1)roceecled to uin SOT!le elections and P;et SOme t ~1in?.S done. ··Te Salt~ t~le need 
for ~ettin~ thin3s done and t~e battle t·ras lon!': and it tms difficult. I 
ca:-•lC to t he United States Senate firhtin~ for human ri ~T"!.ts , lea~. in,.. "'lY 
party , yes uividin~ ~y party in fact. 

!n 1048 battlin~ for tl1e plan1: knovm as t!le Civil 'flj_oh.ts nlan'~, l•ut 
p:oi>:1~ on to see President .Truman win an election Hhic~l they •.!i dn ' t tl:link he 
could vrin and for 15 years I fouP,:lt that battle in the Conoress , 15 years 
introducin~ le~islad.on 'until finally 'fr7e l·rere able to ~et a President l-:rho 
had co~~anded t~e attention of the ~n~rican neonle , President ~enne~v , and 
I Hor~tet'1 a.lon3side him as his le~islative Lieutenant and today !·ds closest 
personal friend, his one man that Has at his !lann and at his side all the. 
ti:"le , I'.ennetl-1 n'"Jonnell , of the stat~ of · ~assachusetts nho was John 
... enne~.y 1 s camp~in:n nana~er, .is r y associate and my co-chairnan in my efforts 
to win the '~-'residency at t!lis · time :1nd t~1ere' s a reason for it , because T.:Je 
Hor'ked tor;ether. 

'President T~eanedy sent dorm to t l,e Con~ress of t he TTnitec! State6 a 
nonth before his death the civil ri~hts le:;islation th"lt He 1 ~ l•tork.e:i for anrt 
I ~1as privileged to be the floor T'l"lnar;er for t hat hill, all of it, every 
bit of it. The debate started on the 20th Juy of February. it ended on 
the 26th day of June, there "1ere over 2J0 roll calls anci ~.re broke a fili
buster and ~,ye passec the most comprehensive piecE'. of civil rip,hts le~is
lation t ha t ever has pasDed in t his country, and bro1-:.e the back , rray I say, 
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of se~Y,rcn,ation, thank God -- in : .. ~erica "1-Je vere a~)le to clo it, and pe ~ot it 
rlone. 

::Jut let 7\le tell YOU ~m.,T pe (';Ot it done , TTP- not it 
done because ue "1aJ l')eonle thrtt Here in t~1e labor nove!'lent; soMe people 
um~mn-r1.ne today , t i1 'lt nor~:ed h'lrd. •le crot ;.>eOryJ.e frO'" t:H~ churCJ-t orcr3niz
a-::ion; t l.1e G"'liritual.reli<;ious :;roups. ~:e "'ot younv. ?eonle~ freedom. rirlers , 
people that ~ad courn~e; t~1e Civil ""'.inhts L~adennip Co:1ference, t~1e 
_:ational Associatioa for the Arvance7T'.:mt of Colored People, the Sout"1ern 
C~1ris.tian Leadership Conference and Pe uorJred together day and ni~ht anrl I 

·..;T3s tl1eir lecrislati,,e leader" and ~-1e produced. Tl_1at ~·!as a coalition, that's 
~J:ut .. it takes to ->et thinr:s- · done. 

Other -t~in~s have happened . I noticed as I lo,.,k across this audience 
and I ao"'l sure there ~re !1ere so'"te \-Y~o are rec€d v.inP: student loans fron th~ federal 
n:overnr'1ent. ' 1ay I just ir-t'"llo~estly SU":~est t l1at it was my privile~e to be the 
author cf that le~islation, and it didn vt coM.e easy. It took a lon~ time, 
ue introduced bill after bill and finally •-re made it, under the ·;ational 
Jefens~ ., i.ucation Act of uhich I ~1::1s the co-autl1or that ~ade possible 
exnandc~ educatior~l opportunity for peo~le in both oublic and ~riyate edu
catic::l. 

He fou~~1t for the Peace Corps. The neace Corps Has a batt-le · in· this 
country. T~-,ere T•Jere people t~at said it uas idealistic ' if Has ; far out ', 
t,_at it -;,ras ~- Pay to avoid t he draft~ and so forth. '!:hat battle for the · ... 
Peace Corps -o:Jas foug!1t in the ~ri::!aries of 19.'39 and 1%1) in TTisconsin; a11d . 
~Yhen Presi-ient :Zennedy became .President he took the bill t~at I ~ad Sl'o'nsored 
ln '5C anu. to~ethe;r: . \1~ d-evelopeJ it into a bill , I introduced it into the 
Senate) •.:2. had :1earin~s for better than a year an:l ue passed it; the Peace 
Corns has become one of the ~reat instruments of our forei~n policy for ~ood. 
It to0l: a coalition to get it done. -:at one nroup , not sol'!lebody t hat had a 
scnsr;., of ri~:1.teous ~urpose only but a coalition of people uho k.neH hov to 
r.1a1:e that ·ryolitical systert T.Torl~. 

The ·sane tl:lin'? is true of t'"le Job Cor"'ls ,- lv11ich put hun~ reds of thousands' 
of youn:'" men and uomeu on jobs . the Youth Opportunity Pro~ra~1 of Hhich. I l:as 

·· t he Chairman, it ?roviced a · million -.an~ one-half jots for youn~ peonle that 
u~n~ disadvanta~en -- black and u~ite, from t~e inner cities of ILT'!erica. It 
look .. -.rork to ':..et it done. 10 million youngsters ~iven reT'ledial educa:don 
and recreational opportunity, C, 000 l)arks open , no:.1e of it Pith a sin~le 
dollar out of the public treasury, it t-Jas none. And it took a coalition ·_ 
of people that were old, and youn~ ancl. black and ~"J:tite and J emocratG and 
liberals and pro~ressives.. People Hho Here w·illin~ to stand together under 
different political persuasions. 

Pe introduced the 0I:O, the l:rar on poverty, a "tt!ar that has a lonp lTays to 
go bQfore it ~·rill ever he Han, but I helpecl "t~>rite that legislation, I stand 
aside for no one ~·!hen it cones in the strug~le to help those l·~ho have ha&· a 
difficult time. 

I am the author of VI~TA , for volunteers in service to this country , 
vrorkin~ out · in t!1e ~reat hinterlanO.s of this land ~ on Indirtn rteservations 
and in the g~ettoes of our cities. I introduced and passed the le~is
lation for the ,lepartment of . Fousine and Urban ))evelopment. I am the 
autho:c of the Arms Control Agency, ti1e Chairnan of the Arms Control and 
~isar!'lanent Si.lb-co~ittee of - the Senate for six years and when .John Kennedy 
signed the "luclear 'Test Treaty he asked me to go to ·•oscm-1 to be one of 
the representatives of your covernment and my ~overnment in that ceremony, 
and· Hhen he sir>ned that treaty in the T·!hite ::ouse he r;ave ne tl-te pen and 
he said "!iubert, this pen belon~s to you because this is your treaty , 

·r 



because I :1ad HOr1.:ec1 since tl:le (.bys of '.cla.i <;t~vcnson in 195(, lo~hen ~1e sai:l 
ile could stop nuclear testin~ a r•x1 ~··e ou('"!-lt to stop it. :h r! ne nut it to
r-ether in a treaty and as your 1 7ice Pr~si:ient I travelle~. to r="lJrope and 
ne!Zotiated t 1. e ··Tuclear :·on-:'roliferation Tr _aty to nrcvent the spreacl of 
nuclesr ~:reaponrv t~c0'1olooy. 

I l-1ent to · !exico to sir.n. t~e ;?rotoco l .:me t :1e treaty to rr.ake Latin 
A:1erica a nuclear fr~e zone Hhich <·!a:> a j:tain som~ of our le !~ islation. I 
mention you t ilese thin<>s be(:auc e it tool~ ~eo!_)le to get it -:lone, perseverence 
and patience an.~ it also too~~- 3 coa~.ition of a b rotl!l. coalition, peor>le "t>:ho 
are someth1es scolded today because they ar 2 sup-posed to be establis:tr:tent, 
because they are the labor r. to-;Ter·~ent. 

Let :ne tell this ::1udience that no t~1in~ Hill he c1one in t ilis country 
for social proc.ress unless you ' ;;::ve the Forl·in.,. '!leoole of this count-rv o~ 
your side. TTnless you ~1ave t'1e l P.bor nc-. .::~cnt Pith its pov1er~ul t?Olitical 
or~anization. You can't Eet it rlcne •Jith just a ~oocl i :.:l.es, you ~ot to 
back it ~Jith the Lind of political pcrfornance e1at it tal:es to ~et th.in~s 
done. Tl1is is hov ue r-ot t he Food St:ll".p Pro?,raltl. I authorecl t hat pro~ram, 
ladies and !"'entle"!en. This is ho1.r rre n-ot roo~ for r>eace. 1 :lUthored that 
T)ro~ran» ny friends. 'l'his is hm-1 ue ~ct : tedicare. I introduced that bill 
on t '!e 17t:l of - ~ay ~ 1049, an(1 it didn't: becor;!e lat! until 1965. TTe fou~ht 
for it everv year , reintroduced it every Conn-ress~ battled and held the 
~earines to ~et nedical and hospital care for senior citizens , and if I have 
''lY Hay j t/e' 11 :1ave nationa l health insurance " P~ 111 have l!.i d icare for t he 
kids, just as He have mecicarc f or t be elderly · uhy not ? u e can afford it 
in this country and "{tJe ought to do iL. 

'
1m·1 these are things t~1at can be done a.nd nore can be done 1 and let me 

tell you uhy we 1 ve ~;ot to do more. T!1ere are p-rea t needs in t~1is country. 
Jur cities are rottin~ fro!':1 Hi t hin and yet t l:lat ' s uhere w.any of our !)eople 
live. But many of t he people that e.re b r.: inrt left in tlce city are blacl-;. 
and poor and many others that e re lec>.·Jing are ~1:1ite and ~1ell to do. '~Jut 
I ~m not going to settle for secin~ t~e ~nerican city beco~e a ~hetto, and 
a prison for poor people. 

I 'm callino: unon youn~ people that say they are i dealistic ? that say 
t hey are liberals, t!:lat say they want to c~1ar."e this country. I call upon 
you to help chanRe it . to mobilize t he resources of this country for a 
massive pror;ra<:' of rebuildin:-,; the cities o f A.nerica so that t hose cities 
stay ·~ecent T)laces in Fhich to live . safe nei~!'lbor'l-toods . ~oor! hones , l.:n·T 
a:1d protection on the stree ts .. all t hat i s neecl.cd for a .-tecent life so that 
people can live to~et~er in harno:1y. 

Instea~ of talkin~ about sane e soteric suhject, let's talk about peo~le 
nnd t heir jobs, t hey need Forl-;. 0 not relief, not food st~rrps, not t-relfare. 
!he avera~e citizen in this country needs l·!ork and constructive ,.mrk at 
Jecent pay. ~Je need to o!_:>en u;,> the politic.:J.l process , not v:rit"1 to'~_enistll, 
not one youn2 person , not one hlac1: an'1 one uor.tan, but brinr.; into the 
Cabinet an!! the courts anl~. the a~encies of t '1.e !"overnment qualified •1onen 
by t he hundreds~ qualif ied blac'.~s by t~1e hunJreds , qu::1lif ied youne peonle 
by t he hundreds, and I rll help Get it done, l adies and ~entle;·.1en. I knm·r 
~\OH to do it. 

Let's talk about the pollution, not just t he pollution of the air and 
t he Hater. I introducted the firs t ~Tater Pollution Control bill in tl1e 
United States ~ along Hith a Con!!re s srr..an from t~is :astrict in 1955. It 
uas only a beginning, it uas & seed to be planted and He never really ~ot 
around to it, you knon. Pollution issue didn't becol!'.e one until an 
astronaut lool<.ed doHil on this earth satellite that ue .live on anc! sa~J it 
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cloaked in S!'l.Og and until t here l-1as a ~re.:J t survey naue of t :1e water r~ 
sources of t~1is country and ue be~nn to fint1 out that ' ·Tithin the next 30 
years t·7e l d run out of fres 1 trater . t hen sud~enlv a s~ock cam~ to . us . 

But t-rhat' s the pollution that really corru'?ts Ainerica anct destroy~ 
it. ·: 'ot just air - you can at least put a r1as!· on for dirty air, an.(t you 
can at least ~ro!) ~ cb lorine t.'th let in filtered t·Tater and still surviv~, 
but t he r>ollution that's really of concern anct t~e pQllution that soreacts 
a disease throu~!.1out t h i s lan<i is t he pollution of b itterness and J,at~ert 
and racis"-'1 and se~re"'atil)n ;m d intolerance lvhich !''rips vast areas of 
America an t that 1 s Hhere you cone in. You're youn~ . you ' r e nel·7 in t he 
business. Your oarent:::~ n.nr'l p;randparents have fixed attitu-les, r.~IlY of 
theN~ but you don't and I say t hat t h is country tdll never he one nAl:ioq• 
it u ill never be a country uith liberty an·l justice unless ~·7e learn hou 
to live to~ether. · 

·:ou if ~·Te can for~~ive our en~mies of rrorld ·Jar Il , T·J'hich ne have, the 
Jap~nese and ~el"1..:tans, and others , and t t1ank Gorl m: have, I hope · that t-re' 11 
forgive anyone; can't we learn ho~r to live to~ether, can't 't·7e i~coqcile 
our difference , can 1 t He O!:len uo our nei~hborhooqs ~o t hat if a man 111an~s 
to buy a home he can live t here if t1e has t he n1oney , if he ha D the :tn~oriie. 
Can't 't.Ye have a governa ent policy ~·There blacl~ people ~re treated as well 
as l·7hite people, or c:Iic;anos are treated as "t-7ell as sonebody el~;~e J or iff 
it ah-1ays ~oin~ to be that som~ pOe?le hav~ to be at r 1e bac!~ Qf t he l~~e 
if not at t l1e back of t he bus. I alll t l1e ~nan t hat is not; P,o~rt~ tQ s~~l)4 for 
t hat in rly public life . because let me tell you unless t h:ts countJ"y !!~af~S 
to learn to r e3pect the quality of t he peo,le ' ~ cl:aract:~r . rather !:ha~ tQ 
look upou the color of t heir skin ~ t~1ere i s no hope for us. · · · 

The best. days of lu'1erica l-'rill be t·111en ue start to 14dP.e people as 
people . not blacl~ anc uhite , not H~lether or not t hey're prptest~nt , 
cat~1olic or JeH, or uhatever t heir relipion or non·-reliry; :i,cm ~ but wl)~t i~ 
t heir talent, '!That is their quality , u~:tt can t l1ey :ip ~nd I 1ave put 4 
l,ifetiT'le of toTOr!: in tryin~ to --;et t his across to t he A.T'lerican peor>la. 

: ~ou let Ee concluc'le my reT.u r ks by t his . I spenT..;. not; only 3 I act. I 
s.ay to you that rhetoric is chean but perfornance is dif ficult. The le?.is
lation I 1 ve t e..lked to you about isnt sonethinr, ~re ~ ~c tal!~ed ~bou~. Jt l>r~s 
acconplished . T'1e senior citize11 homes in t his country are ler islation as 
a result of a man stanrlin~ before you. I had T'lY s~~~~ of t~at re~nons~ti~~ty 
and I can ~o Jm·m the le:::islat:lve recoru fro1"1 t!1e d~y t~.1at I t·ras mayoJ' of . 
my city t>Yith t he first Human ).elations Council in th~ United Sl:ates ~ ~.,ttlt t~e 
first a~·rard of t he 1ational Conference of r:l:lristians :1n:l Je,·Ts for our ~ffqr~s . 
to try to clean up the cities ~ to t•lis very hour. J. · ' 

l've introduceJ le~islaii~~ in t his Conftress for plannins in our c~ntry, 
a pro~raJl'. of :·!ational t;routi.·~·an? ~evelopment , leP~slation for ~pyernment 
accountability, le~islation if you please to hold a~countable t~u~ gre!\t 
a :;encies of this covernnent in · national security , a Joint C:ORmittee on ··1at1Qnal 
Security, and ~·:re can ~et it done. To introduce th~ bill is easy, to 'pass it is 
difficult. I ' ve asked t hose that ~·TOrl: for me to ,.t •ty >to l~ve by t..rhat we say our 
standards are. I have a campai341 coT!I!'littee in this'· stat~ and I'd jus~ like to 
have you note the tr.an 't..rho is its chairman is P. :f,li '~ k'lrann ~ ane · l4, · !lis assit:~t
ant, ··tary Conover ? 25 .. h is coordinator.. John , ~arqoff, a lahor leader w~th t~~ 
United Automobile Hori~ers J 35 , t he J ir;ecto:r. of rye+er.ates. : rary BreJ.mte~ , 27 ; 
youth or~anizer , Larry 'iyer , 22 : J a d -:. Lavoy;j. representative from t l!i.s JJtate, 
25 · T'aul "id~el·Tay ~ youth coordinator s 23 ; frc;>m '1t. Cloud State Colle~e ; LarrY 
Knolls, student at ~.rmstronr>' ·a~11 Sc~:.ool. , a 3e 15 ; Carrie · ~offins, age Z4 ; 
Allen Paqe, 27 ; my national campai~n mana~er, aqe 37 : · the director of the 
entire dele3ate operation , 0orothy Lyon. a l-70"lan ~ the director of a~vance, 
follo~ruo and or~anizational structure , Ursula Culver. 

. .. : .. ... 
J .. 
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He believe in ~omen's riP"hts. I · ve heard about all t !1is. T ... isten , 
! 1 m a co-aponsor of t l1e :~qual .·: i o'tts .. ~!!'endment. 1 1 ''1 the 3.ut'lor of le?:islation 
to ban every form of discrimination based upon sex , and believe r:te !'ive me a 
chance and it Hill be done. 1\nd I say t~1ese thin~s becc:mse I've heard some 
of t !1e nonsense that ' s heen peddled. I tal:e a back seat for no one '17hen it 

-~. 

comes to prosressive social policy in this country. I have four11t for the l 
sicl~, t he poor, the handicaooed . t he younf', t~e old, the blad: , t~e l 
r-tinorities ; I led the fi~'1t in this country on nuclear testing and arr:ts t. 
control, l>Then you couldn't find a corporal 's :3uar t1 to ntand up in t i1e Senate, 
nmv I ~tear peo:>le cone by about a net·7 coalition. ~·ell \Jhere the "tell TTere 
they t-1hen t..re neeued theM rio,ht in the be~inninJ:, . that's uh~.t I Hant to knot-7. 
;;:.,ere t'l7ere t l1ey t11hen t i.1e fi p,ht uas really ~oin~ on? Let ne assure you it 
doesn 1 t ta!~e nuch ~uts to be for civil ri~~1ts torlay. It cloesn' t tal~e nuch 
<'!Uts to be for a.rTTts control today. 

I Has ar.ainst t he t-,B l deplo)'T'lent before people t•rere spellin~ it out in 
Concrress. I;ve been fiphtin~ for these thin~s t:1e ul1ole public life a nd. I'M 
croinr>, to continue to fi~ht , and I Nant to say to those that t.rish to challenr:e 
t hat record , you better ':>e r>repared 9 because I 'm prepareil to (l_efend the 
record of public service on behalf of t he ,'\Merican people ; not uithout 
hlenish , because I r ~ a human bein~ , surely not n sa int , bu t I come befor~ 
you Hiti1 a record of acc0::17'> lis!l"'1ent an0 I con e to you u ith a vision of 
tomorrou, uhere ue can brin~ youn~ people into ~overmrent, uhere we can r!o 
sor.ething about the environnent that is ours today that is polluted both 
physically and spiritually, uhere ~11e can rebuild our cities , uh~re t·Je can 
put master olans of rebuildin!? tl-J.e physical plant of this country , Phere He 
can open up t he political channels. 

TTho do you t id nk appointed t :1e 'lcGovern CoDI!lission? Hho rlo you t hink 
H'as responsible for the selection of !<'red Harris as chairMan of the 
Democratic ~ Jational Comlllittee? P'l1o do you thin)( advocated an end of t he 
unit rule? rrell taY.e a look, he's here, right here in front of you and Hhen 
I hear gbout these 7,reat reforms ; ~1!1en I ~lear about t hen, t-7e s~onsorerl ther: . 
I asked Geor :-:e · IcGovern to take on t~1at job. I ·~neH hi!!! before many of you 
in this room. I recruited hi~ for American politics a~d he's a J ecent and 
1ood man and I admire hi~ and res?ect hiM but let th~ record be clear , the 
' kGovern CoMMission is not an accident . it can e out of the convention of 1963 
because sone of us asked for it and Nhen I l..ras a titular leader of my party 
I sm-1 t hat it \\JaS i mpleraented and that t~e T)etr~ocratic · rational Committee 
imple!!!ented it across the length and breadt11 of t l--. is lanrl . 'rhese are the 
records my friends. -~OT., let me have your questions. Thank you. 
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June is less than four months away and four million young 

people are getting set to graduate from high schools and colleges. 

What 's the outlook for these four million--for those of you 

here today--for your brothers and sisters about to graduate from 

h ighschool? 

The short answer is "grim"--as grim as last summer. And 

last summer was the worst for high school graduates in a decade--

the worst for college graduates in a generation. 

In some fields the job situation is catastrophic. This June 

nearly 250,000 young people--dip lomas in hand--will be looking 

for teaching jobs with little more than 115,000 slots available. 

And official of the National Education Association said: 

"This is the worst time in history for the teaching profession in 

terms of jobs. Colleges and universities will have to turn off 

the faucets." 

Where will the more than 100,000 young people who can't find 

teaching jobs this year go? If they move into other fields, as 

many universities are urging them to do, they may be jumping out 

of the frying pan into the fire. 

A Michigan State University Survey of 346 employers in 
~ .,ro\\tc

business , industry and government warned of aA2 percent drop 

demand for men and women with bachelors' degrees--last year 

in 

hirings for BA . holders dropped 26 percent--a 12 percent drop for 

masters' and a 27 percent drop for Ph .D.'s. 
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Not only are jobs in short supply--but all of you looking for 

jobs this June are going to have to scramble harder to get them. 

There will be fewer recruiters on campuses this year and 

the lines will be long to see the few who do show up. 

These are somber figures and facts. Unemployment among the 

four million young Americans graduating this June will be a very 

special kind of tragedy for them and for the country. 

It means that some of you will be unable to launch careers 

for which you have planned and worked and saved. 

And it means that the community in which you planned to work 

and live will be deprived of your contribution. 

This doesn't have to be so. 

There is no reason for some of you to be without jobs this 

June. 

There is no reason for white teenage unemployment to be 18% 

and black teenage unemployment to be at more than 30 percent. 

There is no reason for the nation's most valuable and 

productive resources--it's young--to be jobless or to be at work 

in jobs for which they are overskilled or undereducated. 

We are a great nation of massive wants crying for attention. 

We need new schools, hospitals, clinics, parks and good 

housing. 

And in the face of these wants, more than five million 

Americans are idle. 

I say this is wrong. And all of us must do something about it. 
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What can we do? 

I believe we must elect men and women who are committed 

to change--men and women who are committed to full employment 

with jobs--not full employment with promises. 

It is clear to me that those who lead us today seem to be 

willing to stand by while your education goes to waste, while 

families with an unemployed person loseJ their homes and while 

our economy falls deeper into recession. 

And the only way that you can work to change those who 

lead and govern this nation is to register, to organize and to 

vote. 

You cannot sit back and complain about unemployment, about 
reC'r-JPre.c{. injustice and about priorities that need to be cb?R!aa_ 

To have a government in Washington truly committed to the 

needs of people should be the aim of all Americans. And in order 

to have such an administration, all of you must realize that the 

young cannot do this alone. 

You must join with older Americans. 

You must join with the hidden youth of America--those young 

Americans not in college but in factories, on farms or in the 

service. 

And you must join with working people who share with you 

your concern that we have a productive economy. 

This is the key to change America for what it must be in the 

coming decade. 

In his last undelivered speech, John Kennedy said: 



\ I , I ,. 
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Let us not quarrel amongst ourselves when our 
nation's future is at stake. Let us stand 
together with renewed confidence in our cause 
united in the heritage of the past and our 
hopes for the future--and determined that this 
land we love shall lead all mankind into new 
frontiers of peace and understanding. 

This is our goal and it is up to young Americans to help 

this nation move forward again. 
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