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1T 1 S ALMOST BECOMING A CLICH E TO TALK ABOUT 

AMERICA AS A DRUG- RIDDEN SOCIETY , WE 'VE ALL HEARD 

THE STATISTICS ABOUT WHAT IS COMMON LY REFERRED TO AS 

"DRUG ABUSE" : 

--AN ESTIMATED 375~ 000 AMERICAN CITIZENS ARE HERO IN 

ADDICTS ~ NO T TO MENTI ON THE THO USA NDS OF YOU NG ME 

WHO ACQUIRED THE HAB IT AS AN OCCUPATIONAL HAZARD OF 

SERVING IN VI ETNAM , 

--HARD-CORE ADDICTS STEAL MORE THAN $1 BILLI ON I 

PROPERTY EACH YEAR TO MA INTAI N THEI R HAB IT, 

--THERE ERE 1~259 DRUG OVERDOSE DEATHS IN NEW YOR K 

CITY LAST YEAR; 310 IN CHICAGO~ AND 48 IN - ~IAr I, 
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--EIGHTEEN PERCENT OF CO~LE ~ E STUDENTS HAVE USED 

HALLUCINOGENIC DRUGS LIKE LSD AT LEAST ONCE~ AND 51 PERCENT 

HAVE S~DKED MAR IJUANA~ ACCORDING TO A RECENT GA LLUP 

Po LL~ AND TillS KIND OF EXPERIMENTATION HAS EXTENDED EVEN 

TO OUR GRAMMAR SCHOOLS , 

IS 
THESE ARE TERRI BLE STATISTICS ~ BUT THE PROBLE~~MUCH 

DEEPER THAN THAT, WE HAVE ONLY TO LOOK AT OUR 0\'N 

CHOCK-FULL MED ICINE CABINETS TO REALIZE HO\tl MU CH \'IE RELY 

ON CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES TO GET US THROUGH THE BIG AND 

LITTLE PAl S OF LIFE, 

~.ND HERE IS AN ASPECT OF DRU ABUSE THAT \'1E DON 1 T USUALLY 

CONSIDER: Hov/ OFTEN DO v~E BUY PRODUCTS THAT WE DON 1 T 

KNOW VERY MU CH ABOUT JUST BECAUSE WE ' VE HEARD THEM ADVERTIZED? 
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THIS PROBLEM IS ESPECIALLY ACUTE FOR URBAN DWELLERS 

BECAUSE LACK OF GOOD HEALTH CARE DELIVERY MAKES THE 

T.V. BECOME THEIR DOCTOR . ADVERTIZED PRODUCTS ARE BOUGHT 

OVER THE COUNTER 1 OFTEN TREATING ONLY THE SYMPTOMS OF AN 

ILLNESS 1 RATHER THAN THE ILLNESS ITSELF. 

WHAT DO WE DO ABOUT THIS? 

I RECENTLY PROPOSED A FIVE-PRONGED OFFENSIVE AGAINST 

DRUG ABUSE IN THIS COUNTRY: 

--IT CALLS FOR A MASSIVE INCREASE IN FEDERAL SPENDING 

FOR DRUG TREATMENT AND REHAB ILITATION , 

-- IT ESTABLISHES A FEDERAL DRUG CURE AND CONTROL 

AGENCY TO PULL TOGETHER THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT ' S PRESENT 

FRAGMENTED EFFORTS IN LAW ENFORCEMENT 1 DRUG TREATMENT AND 
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EDUCATION , 

--IT ASKS FOR AN ALL-OUT EFFORT TO REACH INTERNATIONAL 

AGREEMENTS TO CUT OFF THE FLOW OF HEROIN INTO THE UN ITED 

STATES. 

--IT CALLS FOR MORE EFFECTIVE SELF- POLICING WITHIN THE 

MED ICAL AND PHARMACEUTICAL PRO FESSIONS OF THE PROMISCUOUS 

DISPENSING AND PRESCRI BING OF DANGEROUS DRUGS . 

--AND IT ASKS FOR THE IMMED IATE CO NVEN ING OF A WHITE 

HoUSE CONFERENCE AND A SERIES OF REGIONAL CO NFEREN CES ON 

DRUG ABUSE AND LAW ENFORCEMENT . 

I WANT TO TALK TO YOU ABOUT WHAT YOU MUST DO IN YOUR 

OWN COMMUN ITY TO FIG HT DRUG ABUSE , 

THE TAS K MUS T I NVO LVE COOPERATI ON BETWEEN SCHOOLS 1 
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LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES 1 COURTS1 LOCAL DOCTORS AND 

PHARMAC ISTS1 ELECTED AND APPOINTED COMMUNI TY OFFICIALS1 

THE CO~MUN ICATION MED IA AND VOLU NTEER GROUPS , 

SCHOOLS HAVE A DOUBLE ROLE TO PLAY . 

DRUG EDUCATION PROGRAMS MUST EXTEND BEYOND FAMILI ARIZING 

CHILDREN WITH TERMS AND CHEMICAL COMPOUNDS1 TO BO LSTERING 

THEIR SENSES OF SELF- WOR TH 1 RESPONSIBILITY AND BELONGING 

IN ORDER TO KEEP TH EM FRO~ FEELING A NEED FOR DRUGS IN THE 

FIRST PLACE , 

AND SCHOOLS SITUATED AS THEY ARE IN STRATEGIC LOCATIONS 

THROUGHOUT AN AREA1 ARE THE PERFECT LINKS IN A COMMUN ITY'S 

DRUG ABUSE ACTION CHAI N, 
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THEY CAN SERVE AFTER HOURS AS PARENT EDUCATION CE NTERS 

AND MEETING PLACES FOR CITIZEN GROUPS PLANNING DRUG ABUSE 

STRATEGIES FOR THEIR COMMU NITIES. 

loCAL JUDGES AND PO LIC E OFFICIALS CAN EET WITH THESE 

GROUPS TO TALK ABOUT THEIR SPECIAL PROBLE S DEALING WITH 

DRUG ABUSERS ~ AND THE CITIZENS CAN TALK ABOUT THE KIND OF 

LAW ENFORCEMENT THEY EXPECT TO IPE OUT NARCOTICS TRAFFIC. 

I BELIEVE COMMUN ITY OFFICIALS HAVE A VITAL ROLE TO PLAY ~ 

BOTH IN CHANNELI NG LOCAL FUNDS TO THE RIGHT KINDS OF 

PROJECTS FOR THE MOS T CRUCIAL PROBLEMS ~ AND IN FINDING OUT 

WHAT'S AVAILABLE FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERN~lENT . 

AND I HAVE LONG ADVOCATED EXPANDING COMMUN ITY MENTAL 

HEALTH CENTERS TO OFFER ADDICT TREATMENT PROGRAMS . 
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LOCAL DOCTORS AND PHARMACISTS ARE ALSO VERY IMPORTANT 

IN A C0 Mf,1U NITY 1 S FIGHT AGAINST DRUG ABUSE , 

OVER 75 PERCENT OF THE DRUGS IN CURRENT USE WERE NOT 

AVAILABLE A GENERATION AGO , LOCAL MED ICAL BOARDS CAN 

HE LP OUR OVER BURDENED DOCTORS KEEP ABREAST OF NEW PRODUCTS 

AVAILABLE BY PROVIDING INFORMATION ON NEW LY DISCOVERED 

HARMFUL OR BEf'EF ICIAL EFFECTS OF DRUGS THEY MAY ALREADY BE 

PRESCRI BING , 

AND THE MED IA--THE NEWSPAPERS ) ~AGAZINES J TELEVSION 

AND RADIO--HAVE A ROLE TO PLAY IN GETTING THE MESSAGE OF 

DRUG ABUSE ACTION BEFORE THE PUBLIC, 

DRUG ABUSE IS 01 E OF THE TOUGHEST PROBLEMS WE FACE IN 

THE NATION TODAY . 
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BuT BY USING THE HUMAN RESOURCES WE HAVE RIGHT IN OUR 

OWN COMMUN ITI ES 1 AND BY INSISTI NG ON BEEFED - UP FEDERAL 

PROGRAMS THAT EACH COMMUN ITY CAN SHARE I N1 AMERICANS CAN 

WIN THE WAR ON DRUGS . 

WE MU ST REMEMBER THAT THIS STRUGGLE AGAINST THE DESPAIR 1 

THE AGONY 1 THE CRI MES OF VIOLENCE AND THE LOSS OF HUMAN 

LIFE LEFT BEH IND IN THE SPREADING WAKE OF DRUG ABUSE 

CA NNOT BE WON IN WASHINGTON . 

THE BATTLE FRONT IS THE STREET WHERE YOU LIVE. IT ' S 

IN YOUR COMMUN ITY AND IN YOUR MKISHNRKSRHNNE NE IG HBORHOOD 

WHERE WE MUST BEG IN TO DEAL WITH THIS PROBLEM . 
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WEJVE ALL HEARD 

- = STATISTICS ABOUT WHAT lS COP~~NLY REFERRED TO AS 

~ f~ , .... ,_, _______ _ 

ADDICTS, r-iOT TO MENTION Tti£ THOUSANDS OF YOUN!; MEN 

WHO ACQUiRED THE HABIT AS AN OCCUPATIONAL HAZARD OF 

~~RVING IN VIETN~~~ 
/ 

~-HARD-CORE ADDICTS STEAL MORt THilJ~ $1 BILL!-Gft--H~ 

------- ~ PROPERTY EACH YEAR TO /lAHfrAIN THEJR HABIT, 

-
--THERE ~~RE 11 259 DRUG OV£RDOSE DEATHS Hj NEW YORK 

. .., . ......,......._~----- ........ ---.--------... 

CITY lAST Y£AR; 310 IN CHICAGO,., AND 48 IU M!AJ4I. 
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THES£ ARt TEI'HHDi..£ STATISTICS.!' nUT THE PRO~U!J; MUCH 
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ON CHEH!CAL. SUBSTANCES TO GET US THROUGH THE BiB AND 

LITTLE PAINS OF LIFEa 

AND HERE IS AN ASPECT OF DRUG ASUS£ THAT WE t~N 1 T USUALLY 

CONS l DER; hCti Of:T£N DO ¥IE BUY PRODUCTS THA 'f WE DONi T 

KNOW VERY MUCH AaOUT JUST BECAUSE: WE 1 Vt HEARD THEF'i ADVERTIZED? 
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BECAUSE LACK Of GOOD HEAl-TH CARE DELIVERY J>iAKES THE 

T.V, BECOME THEIR DOCTOR, PRODUCTS ARE BOUGHT 

OVER THE COUNTER~ OFTEN TREATING ONLY THE SYMPTO~~ OF AN 

I RECENTLY PROPOSED A FiVE-PRONGED OFFENSIVE AGAINST 

DRUG ABUSE IN THIS COUNTRY: 

' 
FOR DRUG TREATMENT AND REHABILITATION, 

--IT ESTABLISHES A FEDERAL DRUG CURE AND CoNTROL 

AGENCY TO PULL TOGETHER THE fEDEP...AL GOVERNI"iENT 1 S PRESENT 

FR4GMENTED EFFORTS lN LAW ENFORCEMENT~ DRUG TREATMENT AND 



001237 
-4-

EDUCATION. 

--IT ASKS FOR AN ALL-OUT EffORT TO REACH INTERNATIONAL 

.,../" 
AGREEM~NTS To CUT OFF THE FLOW OF HEROIN INTO fHE UNITED 

STATES, 

--IT CALLS FOR MORE EFFECTIVE SELF,.POLICING WITHIN THE 

DISPENSING AND PRESCRIBING OF DANGEROUS DRUGS. ---
--AND IT ASKS FOR T.'iE IHMEDIATr CONVENING OF A WHIT£ 

HOUSE CONFE:REfiCE ANP A SERIES OF RE:G I ONAL. CONFERENCES ON 

DRUG ABUSE AND LAW ENFORCEf>U~NT • 

l HAN.T TO TALK TO YOU ABOUT WHAT YOU MUST DO IN YOUR 

OWN CCF~UNITY TO FIGHT DRUG ABUSE, 

~HE TASK ~UST lhVOLYE COOP£RAT!OH BElfiEE~ SCHOOLS, 
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PHARNACISTS.~ ELECTED AND APPOINTED CfWll~UNITY OFFICIALS, 

THE cor~UNICATlON MEDIA AND VOLUNTEER GROUPS= 

).___ SCHOOLS HAVE /1 DOUBLE ROLE TO PLAY. 

- ~ ~...=.:::- . 

DRUG EDUCATION PROGRAMS NUST EX'f~ND BEYOND FAMILIARIZING 
., .• -v,,.,.~, ... ,_J .O~---------------------------

CHILDREN WITH TERMS AND CHEMICAL COMPOUND$1 TO BOLSTERING 

THEIR SENSES Of SELF-WORTH; RESPONSIBILITY AriD BELONGING 
--==- .. 

H~ OPJJER TO KEEP THEM FROf.' F!;ELING A NEED FOR DRUGS IN THE 

I FIRST PLACE, 

~4ND SCHOOLS SITUATED AS THEY ARE !N STRATEGIC LOCATIONS 
r 

THfUJUGHCUT AN AREA.t ARE THE PERFECT LINKS IN A COP.MUN ITY 1 S 

DRUG ABUSE ACTION CHAINt 
~-----------------
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I THEY CAN SERVE AFTER !!OURS AS PARENT EDUCATION CENTERS 

AND MEETING PLACES fOR CITIZeN GROUPS PLANNING DRUG ABUSE 

STRATEGIES FOR THE!R CO~~UNIT!ES. 

I I 1' ~loCAL JUD<OES 1\tJll I'OL!CE OFF!Cl!'LS CAN MEET WITH THESE 

GROUPS TO TALK ABOUT THEIR SPECIAL PROBLENS DEAL. I t~G HI TH 

DRUG ABUSERS, AND THE CITiZENS CAN TALK ABCUT THE KIND OF 
--~; · 

~~~t& 
BtL I EVE COl~~ N ITY OFF ICIAL..S HAVE A VITAL ROLl! TO PlAY" 

BOTH IN CHANNELING LOCAL FUNDS TO THE RIGHi KINDS OF 

PROJECTS FOR THE r~OST CRUCIAL PROnLEMS AND IN FINDING OUT 

WHAT
1
S AVAILABLE FROM THE FEDE.AAL GOVERNr1ENT. 

Flin 1 HAVE LONG ADVOCATED rXPANDING CONMUNITY r.:.El~TAL 

HEALTH CENTERS TO OFFER ADDICT TREATMENT PROhRAMS • ... --· 
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OVER 75 PERCCNT OF THE DRUGS IN CURRENT USE WERE NOT 

AVAILABLE A GENERATION AGO LOCAl r~ED!CAL BOARDS CAN 

HELP OUR OVER BURDENED DOCTORS Ktf:P AbREAST OF NEW PRODUCTS 

AVAILABLE BY PROVIDING INFORNATION ON NE'rlLY DISCOVERED 

HARMFUL OR BENEFICIAL £FFECTS OF DRUGS THEY PAY ALREADY BE 

PRESCRIBING, 

L AND THE MEiliA--THE NEWSPAPERS, I'AGAZINES, TELEVSION 

AND RADtO--HAVE A ROLE TO PLAY IN GETTING THE M~SSAGE OF 

--------
DRUG ABUSE ACTIOU ~£FORE TH£ PUBLIC. 

DRUG AJ3USE iS ONE OF THE TOUGHEST PROBLEHS }·!£~ FACE IN 

THE RATION TODAY. 
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~ilUT BY USING THE HU~~N RESOURCES WE HAVE RIGHT IN OUR 

OWN CO~~UNITI~S~ AND BY INSISTING Ofi BEEFED -UP f£DER~L I . 
PROGRAMS- THAT EACH COf!JiUNITY CAN SHARE IN l'\MERICANS CAN 

., 
I 1 1 

L WE MUST REMEMllER THAT THIS STRUGGLE 1\GA!f<ST TilE DESPAIR, 

THE AGONY., THE CRIH£S OF VIOLENCE AND THE LOSS OF HUr·A:AN 

LIFE LEFT BEH!ND IN THE SPREADING \<JAKE OF IJRUG ABUSE 

CANNOT EE WON I N ffASHINGTON,· 

L THF. llATTLE FRONT IS THE STREET WHER~ YOU LIVE, IT's 

IN YOUR COft!:MUN ITY AND 1 N YOUR KIHM~ NEIGHBORHOOD 
1 

WHERE f.lE NUS! BEGiN TO DEAL. WITH TH 1 S PRO~LEM. 
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