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HUMPHREY CHARGES AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
REVEALS NIXON FAILURE TO AID RURAL POOR 

Washington, December 24 -- Senator Hubert H. Humphrey 

has charged that a Department of Agriculture survey on rural 

poverty in America released today reveals that the Nixon 

Administration "has turned its back on the nation's rural poor" 

during the past three years. 

Humphrey said that the report, prepared by the Department's 

Economic Research Service, shows that "extremely few" of the 

150 poverty relief recommendations submitted by the National 

Advisory Commission on rural poverty in 1967 have been 

implemented. The Commission report, entitled "The People 

Left Behind'' called for a "massive and coordinated" federal 

attack on the root causes of rural poverty, including illiteracy, 

chronic joblessness and dissolution of community services., 

The ERS report lists only three of the sweeping proposed 

reforms as "accomplished" and most of the unrealized remainder 

labeled as "no action", "not achieved", "no information" and 

the like. 

Senator Humphrey, Chairman of the Senate Subcommittee on 

Rural Development 'vhich requested the study, stated that the ERS 

progress report is a "litany of failure" by the federal government 

to act on urgent measures to relieve poverty in rural America. 

(more) 
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"This shabby record," said Humphrey, "reflects utter unconcern 

for the needs of rural America where nearly 50 percent of our 

poor live. It is nothing short of a national disgrace." 

Citing several examples from the report, Humphrey called 

attention to an urgent recommendation by the Rural Poverty 

Commission four years ago that the federal government stand ready 

to provide jobs at the national minimum wage, or better, to 

every unemployed person willing and able to work. The ERS updated 

survey, he said, states simply that the recommendation has been 

"not accomplished", although it reported legislation would 

provide 150,000 public service jobs. 

"But there are more than 14 million poverty-stricken 

Americans living in rural areas," said Senator Humphrey. "How 

a report like this could contribute to anything but chronic 

despair is hard to imagine." 

Senator Humphrey pointed to "the tragic state of rural 

education" as another example of federal lack of initiative 

as revealed by the ERS report. Although the Commission report, 

he said, cited three million illiterate rural adults and called 

for immediate action to provide that every needy school child 

be provided books free of charge, the survey found that, as of 

today, there has been "no action" on the recommendation. 

"Moreover," stated Humphrey, "this tragic example of 

bureaucratic unconcern must be viewed concurrently with President 

Nixon's incredible veto of the Child Care Development Bill which 

would have provided vitally needed resources for potentially 

millions of preschool age children in rural America." 

Other examples cited by Humphrey of "benign neglect" by the 

Nixon Administration of the rural poor included a Commission 

recommendation that destitute families be authorized to purchase 

clothing stamps for children in school. The update on this 

proposal is labeled, "no action; none likely to be." Others: 

Federal funds be provided to facilitate basic training 

in family planning. Label: "no information." 

(more) 
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-- That a national program of comprehensive dental care 

for children be developed with special provisions for the 

needs of the poor in rural areas. "no information". 

-- That maximum use be made of available federal funds to 

provide adequate care for mental illness and mental 

retardation to all through such programs as subsidized 

multi-county mental health centers. "No information." 

"It is a sobering document," Said Senator Humphrey of the 

Economic Research Service Report. "It indicates that our rural 

poor are as disenfranchised from developed America as if they 

lived outside our national geographical boundaries. I call on the 

President and all Americans during this holiday season to reflect 

on the bleak expectations of more than 14 million of our country

men and to resolve that we must do better by them in the days 

ahead.'' 

# # # # # 
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REM Rl S BY SE ATOR H BEnT H. HGMP REY 

Sf'IA LL TCH ~ ";·m PU AL P ~E I CA 
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0 0 , "o·5 
sr1ALL-Tmn A.i D . URAL Af'iER ICA IS THE HEARTLA~m oF 

Ar1ERICA. 

ouR FAR ~Js AiD ou. RURAL com~u HTIES ARE THE Fou D Ti m' 

UPO:J ~ ICH Af1ER ICA H/\S EEN I D IS DEI ~ G B ILT. 

BUT THE [ IX0!1 ADf•H 'ISTRATIOI DOES rOT LOm1 TO RU · L 

Af·1ERICA. IT DOES OT SEE THE ~J EEDS--N D THE PRO fiSE--OF OUR 

TOWNS AtD VILLAGES UIDER 25 ~ 000 POPULATION. 

THIS ADf~ I HST RATI Oi· HAS STUDIED RU /\L ~~E IC ~ BUT IT 

DOES "OT EVE' RELEASE ITS FI ~D I ' ·S. 

I A~1 TODAY ELEASII'G f, l ·ousr~G A1JD URBP.' DEVELOPrr. EIT 

DEP ., T~:E n STUDY or sr'1ALL cor~i1U 'HTY 1Er:ns . T~ 1 IS REPORT 'AS 

COfl PLET D i ~O E TH Afl P. YEAR .GO ~ BUT IT H S ·JE ER BEEr 

p 'BLIS -iED OR RE LEASED PUBLICLY BY HUD I 
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Tt IS VALUA LE P.EPORT ~1UST BE ,VA ILAB LE TO ALL 

r1 RICANS I AS CHAI Rr·1A · OF THE SE ··MTE suBcor!r1I TTEE Oli 

RURAL DEVE LOPi1EI· T., I HA E RE LEASED Tl 'E HUD-F I JA. CED STUDY 

AS A co 1f1I TTEE PRH T I 

THE GREAT VALUE OF THIS $150., 000 STLDY OF FEDE AL 

PRO ~ RAf'1 SSIST, ' CE AVA ILAB LE TO S ·,~LL Tmms IS ITS 25 SPEC I IC 

REC0~1t1Er 'DATI O ~S FO STRE · GTI 'EfJING 'UD IJD OTHER FEDERAL 

ASS IST/\I'CE TO s 1ALL COf1 1ut' ITIES I 

THIS EPORT RECO ·mE DS VIT .LLY JEEDED [' E\~ PRO ~ RAr1S FOR 

RURA L A~1ERI CA: 

--A sr~hLL cor1r1t/ ITY DE ELOPr~E ~ T PRO ~.Ar~ s . DE~1o sT.\ TIO I 

P .. OJECT TO PROV IDE GRAIHS OF U TO 100 PE .CE ·H TO FI J · ~CE 

sr1ALL TO ·J: co ~r· .ur .J ITY DE ELOPi~"iE T oG , ;.,s I 
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--A PUB LIC FACILITI ES PROGRAr·: TO PROV IDE CRAr TS OF AT 

LEAST 50 PERCE T TO LOCAL GOVERiJ~1H TS FOR PO LICE AND FIRE 

STATI O ~S j·. D OTHER PUB LI C FACILITI ES 1 

--co:~ E. EfKES 0 PROGRM1 APP LI CAT! o: REV! E~ S \·HTH HUD 

FIELD ADrH IST RATORS A'm LOCAL 0 F ICI P~LS FOR f·1AJOR PROJECTS 

DE/\Lll G Hin Hous r I unBAr RE EHALI /\ND \J. TER , ND SE\·l\GE 

PLA ·'TS I 

THE STUDY ALSO RECOf:r~E 'DS THAT Tl E Sf1A LL TO\Fl SER II CES 

PROG r·: CO · Tl i~UE A;·D TAKE A LEADE, SHIP .OLE IIJ ASSISTHlC 

COM1U~ ITI ES u !DER 251000 POPUL TI O~ I 
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BUT WHAT HAS HAPPE. ED? HUD I AS I ~ FACT ABOLISHED THE 

OFF ICE OF Sf•1/\LL TOH· SEnVICES-- I DI .ECT CO~TPAD ICTI ON OF 

THE REPORT' s ECor1r1E m TIm s. ~ o JO ·mE THE Am .1 , IST ATI orJ 

S BEE~ RELUCTA T TO RELEASE T~E STUDY . 

·D TIIS ,CTI O BY HUD SEC,ETA Y O~JEY P ALLELS THE 

f.I ISGU IDED ACTIO OF FO f1ER AGR ICULTU E SEC ETARY H .PD I ~ \IE ·~ 

HE - OLIShED THE RURAL CDr·1iUHTY DE ELOPr~ENT SERVICE . 

THIS m· I · ISTRATI OI' HAS EP SED THE P \OBLE. 1S 0 UP . . L 

ICA FRDr~ THE f\GE D OF ACTI OI'' I ,J THE 1970 ' S: 

I I TH PRESIDE~ T ' S ~JaJLY A·~ OUIJCED BUDGET1 THE • .E HAS . I 

PERCE 'T CUT I 'l FU'!DS FOR RU ,AL H JE 1 Sat GE1 AfJD SOLID 

\~ASTE D I SPOS L I 
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--A 50 fULLi o·· REDU CTIO ·· I J ,UR L E ~V I ~O·MENT/\L 

P~OT CTIO~ AS I STA · CE ~ 

--A DE ·p CUT I rJ T IE PROJECTED FUI'JD I JG PJ\.TE FO , AREA 

t
1D DISTRICT DE 'ELOPf ~Ef T I 

--r $150 r1I LLI Or' CUT If ' LOA ·JS FOR F ~1 MD Er':ERGPJCY 

c ID IT I 

YOU TmJ \-'HtT Tl IS CALLOUS DIS \EC .1 D ro~ T E NEEDS OF 

RUR L AI D Sfv1A LL Tm~ Ar~EP. I CA f·1[Af S 1 

--YOU K1 OH T 1\T HE~E Il ' STOCKT0'1 TOW SHIP T XES KEEP 

RISI G AI ·~D ,!Sli ' I 
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--YOU '1WW THAT HERE II' STOCKTO ~ TO\:f!SH I P YOUR PO\'/ERS OF 

LOCP L OVER~ME · T--YOU\ COJTROL OVER YOUR COMMUf ITY--PRE 

STEADILY BEr:c TAKEN A\/AY F or~ YOU . 

--You Kimw THt T HERE HJ STOCKTmJ Tmt, SHIP t:N Y FARr~ERS 

UST CA,l OT r1 KE P. LI I r P. · D YOUP Sf: .LL F , J~S ARE DIS PPEf. I NG . 

I ASK YOU ~ VI Y SHOULD FAf: I LIES BE FO ,CED OFF THEI ~ FARr·:S? 

--\·: ·y SHOULD HE~.LTH C/\PE F~CILITIES r! ~.U A.L MI ICA BE 

I-·'FERIOR TO THOSE IN OU~ CITIES? 

- -AfJD LHY SHO LD AL iOST 50 PERCE H OF Ti lE ~ l\TIO!'J ' S POOR 

LIVE I i RURAL l\f~ER IC/\ \"li iCil CO'HAI~S a~' LY 35 ERCElT OF THE 

TOTAL POPULATI a· OF THIS COUIHRY? 
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THESE QUESTIO"'S ARE NOT BEH G A 'S\·JERED--THEY ARE '·JOT 

t.VEI BE l JG AS ED--BY T E ,'IXOi· ADr'lli li STRATI Oi I 

HE i .UST /\LL HORI-' TO Ir~PROVE THE QUP.LITY OF LI FE OR 

THE r1A'\JY r~ ILLI OIS OF Ar·~ R ICA~!S LI VI 'G I ~J sr~~~ LL TmWS AND 

m~ F ~H LY F Rr1S ~ P or ISES .RE iOT Em 'GH ~ R lETOR IC IS NOT 

[iQU F I \'!HPJ HE I EED IS ACTI O ·J I 

HE fiUST fif\ 'E T E 1970' S A DEC DE OF DY ' A~~ IC DDr ~ESTIC 

DEVELOP ·1Ei T f-OR P.LL A~ ER ICA--A JD ESPECI ALLY FO . RURAL 

r~iER I cA I 

HH 



FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJ: 

Dan Spiegel 

Ken 

Rural poor -

Memorandum 

Attached is the previous release on the failure 

of the Nixon Administration to aid the rural poor. 

Also attached is the new proposed release on small 

town and Nixon neglect. 

The Senator would like these built into a speech. 

You could use a lead on the small towns report. I 

will hold up the letter to Romney and the release of 

the report until we hear from you, hopefully within 

two days. 

# # # # 



SENATOR HUMPHREY ACCUSES ADMINISTRATION 
OF ABANDONING SMALL TOWNS 

WASHINGTON-- "The small communities of this nation have 

apparently been written off by the present Administration", 

Senator Hubert H. Humphrey charged here today. 

Humphrey made the accusation as he released a Housing 

and Urban Development Department study of small community 

needs. Humphrey noted that the study was completed a year 

ago, but was never published by HUD. 

A key aspect of the $150,000 study of Federal program 

assistance available to small towns, and 25 specific 

recommendations for strengthening HUD and other Federal 

assistance to small communities. 

Senator Humphrey, who is Chairman of the Senate Sub-

committee on Rural Development, released the BUD-financed 

report as a Committee Print. 

Senator Humphrey said he has written (today) to HUD 

Secretary George Romney asking for a report of progress or 

actions taken by the Department to implement the 25 recommen-

dations made by the private firm which did the study. 

Humphrey said, "I am deeply concerned that the long delay 

in releasing the results of this report indicates that the 

Administration has a lack of concern for people in the 

thousands of communities with populations of under 25,000. 
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"I am also concerned," Humphrey added, "that HUD 

has abolished its Office of Small Town Services, especially 

when this report we are releasing today indicates strongly 

that that office should have been strengthened rather than 

abolished. 11 

Among the recommendations in the report for improving 

Federal assistance to small towns were: 

-- The preparation of area-wide rather than 

individual community comprehensive plans should be encouraged 

for small, non-metropolitan communities (generally under 

25,000 with emphasis under 15,000 in population). 

-- Technical assistance and community development 

training programs should be substantially increased, and 

used primarily to assist communities of 25,000 population or 

less. 

-- HUD should encourage the development of new 

communities in non-metropolitan areas. Such communities 

preferably should be constructed around existing seed com

munities with growth potential. 

-- The report also calls on HUD to make grants for 

community development projects in towns of 15,000 population 

and under of up to 100 percent, and of up to 50 percent for 
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construction of administrative and public safety facilities. 

The study was conducted by the Jacobs Company of 

Chicago. It examined 40 small towns to identify their total 

community needs. Senator Humphrey requested and obtained a 

copy of the study from HUD. 

Attached is the text of Senator Humphrey's letter to 

Secretary Romney. 

******** 



January 12, 1972 

Honorable George w. Romney 
Secretary of Housing and 

Urban Development 
HUD Building 
451 Seventh Street, s. w. 
Washington, D. c. 20410 

Dear Secretary Romney: 

Enclosed is a Conunittee Print of a study conducted under 
contract by your Department in June 1970 entitled, nA Study 
of Small Community Needs as Related to Federal Housing and 
Community Development Assistanoe.n Section V of this 
report contains 25 specific recommendations for strengthening 
HUD, and related program assistance to small communities. I 
believe, as is indicated in the report itself~ that these 
recommendations constitute an actionable program that would 
be of distinct benefit to small communities and would tmprove 
the delivery and service of HUD programs as well. 

Therefore, would you please advise me at your earliest 
convenience as to what, if anything, has been done to imple
ment these recommendations. 

I also wish to take this opportunity, Mr. Secretary, to 
express my disappointment over the reluctance of your Depart
ment to make this study available to the public or to the 
other branches or agencies of the Federal goverrunent tbat 
have a direct interest in small communities. 

It is also my understanding that you have reorganized the 
Office of Small Town Services out of existence. Would you 
please advise me as to steps you have taken in this regard 
and to which office you have assigned the functions previcusly 
administered by that office. 
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Althou9h I have not bad an opportunity as yet to review your 
latest proposal relating to the eatabl1$bment of a Department 
of Community Development, I hope to give the matter my 
attention ove% the holidays. 

Looking forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

Hubert H. Humphrey 
Chairman 
Rural Devwlopment Subcommittee 
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letter Stanley Kirschling will p:rese.."1t to Senator Hurrphrey in car enroote 
fran Stevens Point Airport to Arnott. Mr. Kirschling is Totm Chairman of 
St.ocXton, Wisconsin (Stockton Ta-mship). 

I, Stanley Kirschling, have been elected Tam of Stockton official for 
urenty-four years. Tc:Mn of Stockton J:XJPUlation is 1650, about 900 
eligible voters, and about ten million dollars property valuation. 

TcMn of Stockton has 76 miles of tam rocrls. We also have five hunred 
miles of state and federal roads, in Portage County, \'lhich quite a fEM 
of these roads run through TCMn Stockton. 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

School taxes are getting ant of_ hadn. since the consolidation got into 
effect. I t>elieve fllat property taxation is not a go<x:1 tax. 

Many J.?C}oc'ers of tams are being taken al>laY throUJh legislation. 

----- -
I belive that teh ecx::nany of the Unitd States is d\drrlling dcMn because 
~D¥--s:J:§.LJ.....;taJJIE:rs._c;.mr:t.Ot exist due to poor prices they r eceive. 

n Stockton alx>ut 30 a fa~ quit fanning because they could not 
exist, and roaM a aeu:art ~ I believe i f you keep small farrrers -
going, they will keep netrop::>li tan people \'JOrY...ing. They \'lill spend 
their m::ci.es for supplies and machineries. 

4. ~tropoli tan areas tend to p.15h coosolidatian of ..._services with local 
areas and also belive in sta.te CY_lr~tn· ,l vhlch t ends to take voting pc:MerS 

· fran locla tc:Mnspeopel, this also l eaves the t~m \dth paying sorre of the 

~~~------~--------~--------------------------

12 years ago the valuaiotn vms $35/1,000 ncr~ $100/1,000 
1. the consolidation of t1ll the schools into a rounty schol system. kids 

· used to go to sc.~ool in town, nt:JH in plover or stevens point (one 
room school house amott school) elerrentary school kids are Ohe ones 
roll being bused who were not bused before. 

2 and 4 local oontrol rather than state or federal 
I 

I 

Kirschling \vhen introducing HHH will s ay that he gave Hunphrey a letterf 
. with several questions in it. ~ramuni:zm®irnsdolthtcagX This is 
Snyder's idea. 



l'·lliHO RAN DUM 

March 15, 1972 

TO: Senator 

FR0r4: Dan S. 

SUBJECT: Appearance in hrnott, Wisconsin 

Vve have prepared a statement based on the Nixon 
Administration • s neglect of small communi ties. ~ve have 
also included information on the Nixon budget cuts for 
rural areas. I think you can use this as a general-talk 
paper. Arnott is in Stockton Township. t'fe t.alkcd with 
the town's Hayer and included in the remarks some of his 
con~ents about problems the town is having. 
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