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REMARKS BY SFNATOR ~I MPHRE 

. GREATER PITTSTON 

FRIENDLY SO S OF ST. PATRICK 

58TH AN UAL DINNER 

MARCH 17J 1972 



"GOD SAVE ALL HERE~ MAY GOD SAVE YOU KINDLY." 

SO GOES THE TRADITIO.lAL IRISH GREETING BROUGHT BY THE 

TRAVELER TO HIS HOST 1 k::_n, HAVING IN I ll THE H~AKI lG 

AND THE SPEECHMA.KI~lGJ AND BABY-KISSI G AND THE POLITICKING - . 

THAT WILL BE MINE TO DELIVER AND YOURS TO E. Dl.IREJ HE -
HA.S HIs WORK CUT OIIT FOR HIM BET\4EE N 0~/ A~lD N OVEMBERJ 1972 I 

~ I HA E ATTE.!DED QIIITE A m nF YOI!R SOr.IETY ' S ANNUAL 

GATHERINGS--NEH YORK) LOS A. GELESJ SCRANTO l--P,ND I NOTE .. 
THE CUSTO OF HAVL G Bl T O.IE TOAST J •~To THE PRES I DENT OF 

THE UNITED STATES.' I THOIJGHTJ AS I JOINED YOU IN LIFTING 
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~HOWEVER, I AM ~OT GOING TO LET MY REMARKS BECOME 

TAI NTED WITH P.ARTISAN POLITICS., 

~ WILL SAVE THOSE FOR THE PENNSYLVA. IA PRIMARY ON 

APRIL 25TH. 

~I HAVE HEARD THAT YOUR DISTINGUISHED SPEAKER LAST 

YEAR WAS KENNY O'DO INELL.Lm) WHOSE !NT ITIVE IRISH 

INSTINCT FOR GOOD JUnGEMENT IN POLITICS HAS '-lfM6ef/lf 

I. JACK KE I~ EDY' S CAMPAIGNf IS NOW HELPING ME 

AND HE HAS ASKED ME TO PASS 0.1 HIS "BEST OF THE EVE ING" 

TO YouL HE TOLn ME OF HIS WARM RECEPTIO I LAST YEAR, BUT 
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THERE IS GOES A LO G WAY--AND I FEEL JUST A BIT 

UNEASY) SOMETHI IG LIKE AL SMITH WHE HE WAS GOVERNOR, 

~EY TELL THE STORY OF GOVERNOR S ITH VISITING VARIOUS 

NEW YORK STATE INSTITUTIO. S SUCH AS HOSPITALS) ORPHANAGES) 

TRAINING SCHOOLS--AND THE COURSE OF HIS TOUR TOOK HIM TO 

SLJG SING PRI~n IHERE HE HAS llNEXPECTEDLY ASKEn TO 

SPEAK A FEW 10RDS TO THE PRISONERS~ HE READILY AGREED.l 

L WHEN HE LOOKEn OVER THE ASSEMBLED INMATES HE 

I.~STINCTIVELY BEGAN: "MY FELLO~I DEMOCRATS"--REALIZING 

THIS WAS NOT NECESSARILY TRIJE HE BEGAN AGAI l "MY FELLOvJ 

CITIZENS"--BIIT STOPPED AS HE REALIZED THAT SOME OF THEM 

HAD LOST THEIR RIGHTS AS CITIZENS BECAUSE OF CO.NICTION 
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" FOR THE FIRST TI,. IN HIS CAREER HF,,. tCAME A BIT 

SA In~> AT A.f'~Y RATE Jif''~ ;,OOD TO SEE Sfl } 

' 
~~~~~~~~-----~ 
~ WHEN DAN FLOOD ASKED ME Tfl COME llf HE TOLD ME THAT 

IT HAD BEE~ A~ BIPARTLS~~ 1 OR NOlPARTISA. J DECISION OF 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 4T REMINDS ME OF THE STORY I 

HEARD ABOUT AN INDIISTRIALIST HERE I PITTSTON WHO vJAS 

TAKE~ VERY ILL. 

L THE POOR SOUL •IE T OFF TO THE HOSPITAL A. D IOBODY 

W~TE TO!IM) NOBnDY C:ALLED ON HlfJ AND NOBODY SENT HIM 

A JY FLO~IERS: HE NEVER GOT ANY CARDS: THEY S Y HE \~AS LYING 
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THUS FOR A WEE~ AND P HALLY THE l!iliM:IS.W!IF 

THAT ORGAI'! !ZEn HIS PLANT HAD A MEET! IG ~~HEY MET AND 

DISCUSSED THE EMPLOYER'S SITLATION AND THEY FINALLY PASSED 

A RESOLUTION AND SENT HIM A TELEGRAMj IT READ SOMETHING 

Ll KE THIS:· 

"THE EXEC!TIVE BOARD OF LOCAL 100 HAS ET AND DULY 

CONSIDERED YOUR CONDITION AND SITUATim J A n BY A VOTE 

o: 8 TO 7 ~~E WISH YOU A COMPLETE ANn SPEEDY RECOVERY,. ... 
~E LAST TIME I ~lAS liP IN THIS NEIGHBORHOOD ON 

ST. PATRICK'S DAY IT WAS 1968 OVER IN SCRAITO ~b_ou 

MAY HAVE READ ABOllT IT I THE PAPERS. BUT YOU CAN BET 

THAT THIS YEAR I DID.~'T FORGET A .D LEAVE MY Tl!XEDO BACK 
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I ~~ASH I GTON I NO I R--_ IKE CLARK MADE s IRE OF THAT I 

£.!.au K"!OH I HAVE HEAR ABOUT PITTSTON FOR SOM .- ME 

--A LOT OF IMPORTA T PEOPLE HAVE COME FROM ERE AND HAVE 

MADE THEIR MARK IN I~ASHI.lGTO~L D.C 

FR IE~ D DANJ I HAVE PART I CllLA. IN MIND A YOIJ. G CRUSADING 

PROSECUTOR BY THE NAME GEORGE MORRIS FAY~ORRIS FAY 

WAS THE lJNITEn STA S ATTORNEY FOR THE DI~TRICT OF COLUMBIA 

HHEN I Fl RST E TO THE SENATE--JUD HAS TYPICAL OF THE 

ON COULD EXPECTl-HARRY TRUMA. TO APPO I T I 

~THEY TELL ME DAN FLOOD COMES FROM WILK~S BARRE--I 

GUESS THAT IS WHY IT GOT T .E AIRPORT--An THE PHRASE 
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"DAPPER DAN" WAS COUED IN HIS HONOR,/ ONE OF HIS . ~ 

CRONIES TELLS ME HE WENT WITH DAN TO A CONVE!TION IN -
CANADA ONE TIME. HE SAID DA.l DID 'T LE VE HIS HOTEL 

ROOM FOR FOUR DAYS BECAUSE HE HAD LEFT HI~ MllST ACHE -
WAX AT HOME,_. .... . -

~ . 

L WELL I SAID I DIDN'T iiA T MY APPEARANCE TO BE 

PO LIT I CAL OR PART IS. N. ) AFTER ALLJ I J~ DF.RSTANn IT _, ~ 

IS POSSIBLE) EVEN IF IT IS UH!SIJ.ALJ TO BE ROTH IRISH 
7 a 

AND REPUBLICAN,, SO I'M N~ GO!. G TO TALK POLITICS. ----· l NOW, I WANT TO SAY A FEW WnRDS ABOUT THE HUMPHREY 

FAMI LY,k COIJRS), YOU KNOW THAT HIJMP~REY IS A WELL
a 

KNOWN IRISH IAMEJ AT LEAST 4HEN I GO TO MEETINGS SUCH AS 
~ -...... 
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T~ IS .1 \A1ELL, I~! ITS H[ART AN!' SnllL IT REPP.ESE~HS -
THE IRISH TI!NE 1 {!L T I HAVE TO MAKE A CO.IFF:SS!n HERE, 

G HoRn ABO! IT MY I"OTHER,~flT ER nu_w.;:Es AND 

SHE'S MY DEAR SWEETHEART.tNOT ONLY WAS MOTHER NOT 

IRISH) BUT SHE HAD CERTAIN POLITICAL FAILINGS TOO. 

AS A MATTER OF FACT) MY FATHER REMINDED ME MANY TIMES 

THAT SHE HAD REP IBLICA.·I INCLINATIO S. 

L FORTII ATELY, HOWEVER, IT ~AS MY FATHER WHO GAVE 

ME MY POLITICSpALL THF HAY FRDr1 JEFFERSON AND WILSON -
TO F.D.R. AND 0~ UP TO TRIJMAL An THE~ t-Y DEAR FATHER 

P~SED AWAY,.""' MY FATHER GAVE ME MY POLITICS IN LARGE -
DOSES. 
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AND MY FATHER USED TO SAY ABO T MY MOTHER) 

"HUBERT) I ANT YOil TO RESPECT THAT LADY BECAUSE SHE 

IS MY SWEETHEART AN. MY BELOVED WIFE) BllT DO l'T FORGET J 
en r 

SON) SHE'S POLITICALLY lJ RELIABLE." 

L I JUST HAPPE IF.D TO NOTE 0~ THF iAY COM! !G • FROM 

THE PLA HJ A Q OTATION OF SAMUEL JOH ~0 L WHO ONCE RATHER 

MEANLY REMARKED). ~THE IRISH ARE A FAIR PEOPL~ THEY EVER 

SPEAK WELL OF EACH OTHE~ 1 I TH I.~K THAT'S ONLY BECAUSE 

OF THEIR MODESTY .. WE OUGHT TO ADD THAT} BUT 

I AM HERE Tn!IGHT Tn PRAISE THE IRISH. 

~IN THE EARLY~O'S A ~ftJOR . EWSPAPER SET A HEADLINE 
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WHICH READ: "IRELAND LIKE A COLOSSUS BESTRIDES THE 

WORLD I II 

LTHERE lAS MIJCH TRUTH I. THIS STATET.,EH' S~RITLI~LLY 
IF NOT GEOGRAPHI(ALLY FOR AT THAT JUNCTI RE IN THE 

WORLD 1S HISTORY., THREE "SONS OF ERI l" ERE AT THE HELM 

PRESIDENT OF THE II. ITED STATES: GE IERAL MCKEO ., HEAD OF 

THE U HTED ATIO IS FORCES IN THE CO GO: A D MR. BOLAND., 

THEN PRESIDENT OF THE U.N. ASSEMBLY. 

" HERE ~AS SURELY A MOMENT WHE I MEN \•!HOSE ANCESTORS 

SPRANG FROM ~LJ Jl!IT PROUD . ATION ~ERE PROVIDING 

LEADERSHIP., INSPIRATION., AND HOPE TO MEN EVERY~IHERE. 
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L, WE ARE ALL AWARE OF THE TREME DOUS PRLITLCAL AND 

ECO. OMIC CO TRIRUTION A!HICH THF IRISH HAVE MADE TO WORLD 

CIVILIZATION, A~11 E PECIALLY TO A.MERI A.6 AM DEEPLY 

A~~ARE OF THE IRISH GENIUS FOR POLITICS AND STATESMANSHIP. 

L. BUT BEYO .JJ POLITIC THE IRISH HAVE CO TRJBI TED 

IMMENSELY TO WORLD C LTIIR~L! SHO 1.] ALWAYS RECALL THAT 

FROM THE SIXTH TO THE lOTH CE.ITIJRIES A.D:J l,RISHME 

AND IRISH\40ME KEPT El ROPEA.l CIVILIZATIO ALIVE Y 
a 

FOUND I G MONASTERIES ANn CENTERS OF LEAR, I NG A D Cl L TURE 

IN EVERY EIIROPEA. COUNTRY ANJJ REG I 0'1'-:!D l4HE THEY CAME 

BY THE MILLIONS TO AMERICA) THE IRISH BROUGHT I ITH THEM 

THEIR CULTURE AND HERITAGE FOR THE EVERLASTH G BE EFIT 
.. t 

OP-ALL AMERICA~~ 
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L I lJ DERSTA .D THAT THE TOPIC ASSIGNED EACH YEAR'S 

SPEAKER IS "THF. DAY E CELEBRATE" --A.ID HHO BIIT THE IRISH 

\A 
I I GOD) A D RESPECT FOR THE DEAD THAT THEY WOI LD CELEBRATE 

THE DAY THEIR GREAT SAI T PATRICK DIEDl)MARCH 17( ONE 

~ SO LET ME SAY A FEW WORDS IN HONOR OF THE SAINT, 

L!..ROBARLY BOR~ IN DUNBARTON, SCOTLAND IN 389 A.D. ---
OF CHRISTIAN PARENTS~E WAS KIDNAPPED A D TAKEN TO 

A 
THE ORTH OF IRELAn IHE E HE WAS~SHEPHERD SLAVE BEFORE 

HE ESCAPED TO FRA CE~eTER HE STlDIED FOR THE PRIESTHOOD, 

WAS ORDAINED A ISHOPJ A. n FOR THE LAST TWE TY~NINE YEARS . 
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OF HIS LIFE IN IRELAN~ HE BIIILT A MONUMENT OF FAITH 

AND HOPE AND CHARITY WHi r.H HAS SPREAD THO GHOUT THE . -
WORLD1LrHE VENERATION OF NO OTHER MORTAL FIGURE IN 

THE HISTORY OF CIVILIZATION HAS E DURED LIKE THAT 

AC0JRDED THE MEMORY Qf PATRICK.~ND THE PEOPLE PATRICK 

HAD TO DEAL WITH WERE NOT THE MODE LS OF DECORUM AND 

DEPORTMENT SUCH AS HIS SONS HERE TONIGHT L so, LET 

US DWELL TONIGHT 0 THE SONS OF PATRICK--0 THE AMERICAN 

IRISH. 

~FOR IN THEIR STORY WE FIND THE STORY OF AMERICA..._ 

THE TRAGIC AND RICH TAPESTRY OF Ol R COUNTRY AND ITS 
., -

PEOPLE. 
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L.. WE BEST SliM UP THE~ OF THE IRISH IN THE FIGHT 

FOR AMERICA'S FREEDOMJ UNIONJAND DEMOCRACY WHE WE 

REFER TO THE LIST OF THOSE WHO HAVE ~mN THE ATION 'S 

HIGHEST DECORATIO_!--THE CONGRESSIO AL MEDAL OF HONOR • 

L... THE GREATEST NA~E IS ~~ RPHY, 21 IN ALL, ~ ITH THE KELLYS 

ON THEIR ~S~~l8 HEROES STRO G,l_NDTE THAT AMONG THE 

~REIGN B~RN WHO HOLD THE~ A~ IRELA D WITH HER 

HANDFUL OF 4 MI LLI 0 . SOULS HAS WON MORE THA.! TWICE AS 

MANY AS ANY OTHER ~ATION WHO SENT MEN HERE TO HEL~ 

~ AID WITH SIICH A REC RD FOR VALO~ IT IS ONE OF THE 

MARVELS OF HISTORY THAT THE E GLISH GOT AWAY ~HTH AS 
• 

MUCH AS THEY DID I I OCCUPYING IRELA m FOR SO MA Y GENERATIONS 
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_AND IT IS ANOTHER MARVEL OF HISTORY THAT IRELA DJ 

WHI CH GAVE THE ROMA~ CATHOLIC CHIJRCH A PLACE OF REFUGE .... 
AND PROTECTION LET THE ITALIAIS STEAL IT AWAY FROM THEM 

WHEN DANGER WAS PAST ·L!.AVE YOU EVER HE RD OF A~ IRISH 

f.OP~? ~AVE YOU THOIJGHT OF THE COURSE F HISTORY IF 

ST. PETER'S IN ROME H n ECOME ST. PATRICK'S IN DUBLIN) 

~ AND WE HAVE SEE~ A PATTERN OF IRISH CONTRIB TIONS 

IN EVERY WALK OF LIFE.~. 0 LONGER DO WE HEAR THE WRY 

COMMENT "SOME OF MY BEST FRIENDS ARE IRIS~~" BUT ~-H...., 

CONFIDENT BOAST THAT THERE IS SOME IRISH I~ AL~OST 
... ·-- 2 

EVERY O~E ~-~:) INCLUDING _HilBERT HORATIO Hl MPHREYJit 

~ ONE CA RUN DOH~ THROIIGH CATEGORY I Pn. CATEGORY OF 
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BATTLEFIELDS HHERE CONTESTS HAVE SUCCESSFULLY BEEN AGED 

FOR DUE RECOG liT ION IN EDUCATION) ART) SCIE CE) LITERATURE) -
~~ I 

OF ALL--SOCIAL SCJE E AND JUSTICE. 

AN /HAT IS THE PROMISE THE FUTURE HOLDS FOR THESE 

~·11~ l 
IRISH IN l'fllii:R ADOPTED LA ~JD? THAT PROMISE I TO BE FOUND 

IN THESE LI JES FROM THOMAS ~OLFE: "TO EVERY MAN) REGARDLESS 

OF HIS BIRTH) HIS SHUll ~G) GOLDE OPPORTUNITY; TO EVERY MA~L 

THE RIGHT TO LIVE An TO WORK) AND TO BE HIMSELF) AND TO 

BECOME WHATEVER THI HI MMHOOD AND HIS VISIO.l CN COMBI JE 

TO MAKE HIM) THIS IS THE PROMISE OF AMERICA." 
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SO) ON THIS "GREAT DAY FOR THE IRISH" ~/HE! A 

FRIEND LY SON OF ST. PATRICK IS lOTHING BUT "A MIND) 

A HEART AND AHA D; A snNGJ A SMILE A.D A PRAYER) 
3 • -

"PERMIT ME TO r.LOSE WITH THIS IRISH PRAYER: ~MAY 

THE EARTH E SOFT ! . DER YOU WHE YOU REST UPO l IT1 • 
TIRED AT THE END OF THE DAYJ MAY IT REST EASY OVER 

YOU WHENJ AT THE LAST J YOU LAY OUT U mER ITt MAY IT 

REST SO LIGHT LY OVER YOU THAT YOIIR SOUL MAY BE OFF 

FROM UNDER IT Qll I CKLY t AND liP AND OFF J A !D 0~1 ITS 

WAY TO GOD.'I • 
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