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~ IT 'S A GREAT PRIVILEGE TO SPEAI BEFORE T E f•iE!' AiD 

~ 0 1 ' 0 R PRESENT THE PEOPLE OF Olu HOf· . .• 

~VER A DECADE A 0 THE Af·1ERI CAf EOPLE ELECTED --
A PRESIDENT WHO PLEDGED TO MOtE THIS ~ATI O TO A NEW 

FRO TI Rl A D TODAY 0 LA 011A IS STILL 01 H'E F 0 ' IER OF 

CHA lGE AID PROGRESS .Lo I.!LQl~A IS a TDrlO . OW COU TRY . 

~8~0J);. STATE !· OT S ~LED BY DUH:ODED TRAD ITI O''S 

P:·D P,ACTICESL~OPLE RE lf'il.Gr .TIE.-~~ 
~fMt~~·~L 

,ESOURCES~HS IS A GREAT ST~JE FILLED '!TH NE11 OPPORTUNITY, 

OPES F R THE F TURE . 
' 
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E T UGH TO SOLVE . 

OUR COU'JT \y p,s l-AD TOUGH ~OB LEi ~S BEFORE . A'JD1 WE 
• -- I!!! , :E fkl I l!iVlf 

lAVE SOLVED T iEr ·~ . 

BUT 

At D WI LL OF OU . PEOPLE . 
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L T ,t -REAT AflRICA.l E' Gl . E OF p ODUCTIVITY IS D IVE I 

BY THE DEDIC/1JED1 ~ lARD ·JORK ir lG I P,,OUD r·I A·'D HOr1E ~ ~: 0 

TOIL rr~ ouR -ACTORIES I r, f' HNES I . OFF ICEs ~ Al'D • M.r.a 

I'Wit!l:..lr:ll. .... ,...--~ ~~. 

PEOPLE- ( 

t- A 'D 01 L .HO •iP. ITSELF H.~S A HISTO .Y OF MEETHIG P OBLErJS 

AI~D OVERCOf'1I ···G ADVERSITY I 
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~ W ETHER IT 'S DROU HTJ C OP FA ILU ES, TO NADOES, 0 

HARD TU~ESJ THE PEOPLE 0 OI'LAHOf iA HA .'E f' ET T ESE PROBLE :s 

I 

-
L 

\~HAT K I · D OF LIFE DO \~E vM T HERE I ~~ OKLAHot·~ ? 



. 
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Lw·: You TRAY L ACRoss THIS tmoJ You SEE THE GREAT 

BEAUTY Tf E GREAT VJEALT ' OF OUR lA D, ffi3Ui' DA'KE IS EVE YNHE, E/ 

- d'u ;;t2t="f'd/Af ui;;;;;l. L T - TOO MUCH TO XP CT THAT HE CA' EID POVERTY 

A D HU"'GER I Ali ERICA? I 
- -D lit iAA - p • 

~S IT TOO r1UCH TO EXPECT THAT ALL OF OUR C ILDREN 

RECE IVE THE BEST EDUCATIOr POSS IBLE? 

( IS IT TOO ~1UCfl TO EXPECT TH T ALL OF OUR PEOPLE H, E 

JILL HAVE 

DECE :T I COrlES Am vWN 'T BE FORCED OF THE IR L 1.D? 

L IS IT TOO ~~U CH TO EXPECT THAT OUR CITIES BE r~tillE S 1 E 
1 ! a .. 

FROI'1 CR!f.E At 'D DUG ABUSE? - ~~ ¥'---' 
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).; 'D IS IT TOO f1UCH TO EXPECT Tl AT VIE CA •' BE 0' E 

l .TI Oi T PEACE VI ITH OU ,S L ES i· D - -
. ·--~----~ ........... ~-~ ... ·· .. 

THE '1ATI ONS OF THE VJORLD? ~ 

"" L I ELI EVE ALL THESE THHlGs A.£ 1mH I _o_u __ ., 

PART ~ERSH I P OF GOVERfr~E ·~T At D THE PEOPLE. 

- ;;;;::.' -
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LTODAY RU AL A~E R ICA IS L~ DEEP TROUBLE~ \·JE 

e ~ 
------------------P-EO_PL_E, U ~.-

rw:t~l.\P L SMLL Tm 11S RE DYIJ!j THous.~· ·ns OF vou ·" P OPLE ARE •te .._ 

LEA H G RURAL PJ ERICA EVERY YE . FO, 0 E ,CRmmED CITIES 4 

~------------------~ 
FARf·1S A E BEr G .~BA:mo ;- JED A' D T E Q 'ALITY OF LI E FOR -
70 r1ILLI ON P.UR L Ar~E \I CANS IS STE DILY DECLI' Irl 'f 

~L Afl . ICA f'!UST BE SAVED T IT CAN'T BE 

'D IT ASJ ., 

~' ~:~ 

RESS . 
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}.:: RE Oil T E VERGE OF _;'OTj \G ot T E f10ST COf':PREf E IS I\'E 

THE RURAL DEVELOPf~E H ACT OF 1972 . 

t.\._IHAT THE HOr"ESTEi\D /\CT \'/AS TO OPEN 11G UP THE WEST, 

THE ,URAL DE ELOPPH T .L\CT \JILL BE I J RE IITAL IZI \IG OUR FAR:'tS 

iA E A STA E I ~ T'IS VITAL LE,ISL TI O AfD 

A rlAJOR ITY OF T~ E UN IT D STATES SE 'P.TE HAS CO-SPm.SORED IT . 

k T OF OKLJl, 0 1A ' S • SE m S--SE ~TORS HAR~I S m Sa;.;t;;; '" 

BELUlOi --F.RE CO-SPOi SORS OF THE RU .. ~L DEVELOP!~E I CT I .. 
-----......_. ........... ___ .,.._,......------- k -' 

CO' b:EM5UI! Qrl Tklf! ~11!-AGR I C!!I I !l gf! ~~~ ~ ITTEE J SE!ifrTOR 
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TillS LEgiSLPJJ OiJ . 

EE · ACTI E I;· EFFo~ .rs To r·1 KE T :E 

-- IT PROV IDES A.; . • · fiETFOD 0 UP..A L FHAt CI iG TO .Y 

~1 u. ICIPALITI ES--SC ·ooLS1 ·osP I TP.L~ 1 COr1r Ui' ITY cr;nE ,S 

n '" BORRO\JE. owED ·2 EILLI O, CREDIT sYsT ~1 . 

t.,IT E TABLJ SHE P '-RU-RA ..... L---RE-'t_- _.UE,..· ........ ______ _ 

- = 
O ~ OOO OPl LAT IO· , 



00\492 
10 

-- IT PROV ID S A $100 r~ULLI O CRED IT SYSTEr1 TO E~ C URAGE 

INDUSTRIAL E"PAi,SIOI I i~ RUR L CDr~f''!U 'H TI ES . 

-- IT PROV IDES LOANS /~ T L0\-1 Q .TES OF INTEREST FO YO ·.G 

FARf¥1ERS vJHO RE H~ I EED OF CREDIT TO HJTEP. FA f ING A\D 

CN 'T GET IT I 

-- IT BEG INS A iEH PROGRAl'1 OF SP .LL CQfff"1UN ITY Fi tE 

PREVE ~T I or. ASS I STAf 'CE I 

.. 
-- IT PROV IDES FOR AN IfJlPO J .NT EXPP.NS ION OF PPO ~S 

U'JDER THE SO IL CONSERVATI O SER "I CE Am ESTABL ISHES FEDER.P1 

COST SHAR I 'JG FOR DEVELOPMENT OF f.1UN I CI Pf.L M'D I NDUSTl IAL 

\~lATER SUPPLI ES I 
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-- IT P. OR p,·, IZES T .E DEPA J;~HH OF AG RICULTUP-E TO CI E 

U1 I ERS ITI ES SO THAT HEY CA J ESTABLISH ,UR.~L DEVELOP[:Ei T 

\URA L DE ELOP~'JENT 

A1m sr iALL FARr~ERS I 

IT \'J ILL COlT JBUTE SUBSTANTI P.LLY TO HALTI W1 T E FLO ~/ OF 

PEOPLE OUT OF RUR~L RE I O~S .~OPEFULLY IT ILL BEG!' 

ATmt\CTI IlG bACK i:A V OF T lOSE VliO Ht1 E LEF~ .Lf.im IT 'i!LL 

1 ATI O AL GROHT. A D DEVELOPr· Ei~T PATTER ~ Ii THE UNITED STPtTES 1 

-·--~~----~----------------~'---
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~' IS BILL HILL B BEFORE T E COJGRESS I' THE I EXT 

FEW WEEKS . IT (\1EEDS THE SUPPORT OF OI'LAHO "ANS LI VIf G If, 
• 

\JI LL PP..OVIDC THE 

FOUl' DATI O·~ FOR Bl~ ILD I . ., A BETTER Af1ER ICA. 

l-2UILDii A BETTER Ar ·:ERICA rnE NS THAT OU . PEOPLE r~UST 

D R 1E~ THE IR LI ES. 

L BU ILD I ~ - A BETTER AfiE.. ICA ~1Er:·s TAX • .EFoRr~ . IT 'E lls 

CLOSii~ TAY LOOPHOLES ~ E;mi JG [J AIR TAX PRI ILEGESJ LI FTI G 

THE PROPERTY T X BURDEI~ FROf'1 THE HGr·lEOWNER . 



BATTLE AGA I I ST .LL FORr·~S OF POLLUT I 0' 1 

~I LD II G A BETTE Af;ER I CA r~EAI~S Bm, - 0 . ~10ST 

LU AB LE RESOURCE --\vATE .--TO v!HERE IT IS ' EEDED r10ST ~ 

SUCH AS I \vESTEP.' OI<LP. ·or:p., l 

~ BU ILD nG A BETTER A,'ER ICA ~1E 1 S CITIES THAT AP.E 

SA E, CL ; AiiD LI VABLE. -~ A, .. ,....,-
fJ~,""-a,!*LMt4t ~ k r iP. 'Y OF YOU HERE, I HI'. VE DE OTED , .Y LI FE TO IW/,,;11. 

P BLIC SE .. ICE ~ FI RST AS f1AYOR OF P. -REft.T CIT'~ THEN f\S ·, 

LEADE. I· THE UN ITED STATES SEr . TE ~ AS / ICE PRESI DE 'T OF 

T E !TED STATE ~I AVE CO,'IE TO 1',0 THIS iHI il , ITS 

PROBLEf'tS A'D ITS PEOPLE S FEW PUB LIC OFF ICI ALS CAl 1 
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/..._ I I' 011 Tf'AT THE PEOPLE OF T 'IS COU TRY fit'JT A~ER I CA 

TO r10VE AHE D BECAUSE THEY ARE r·oT SATISFIED WITH THI"JGS 

AS T EY ARE • 
. 

' 4. AM A ~ OPT!f: I ST ABOUT AllER! CA 'S FUTURE , I SEEK lOT 

0 LY THE P ESI DE ~CY . 

PEOPLE . 
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It's a great privilege to speak before the men and women who 

represent the people of Oklahoma. 

Over a decade ago the American people electe d a President ~ 

~-fl-~0~~ ~cx-B!zz._ 
who pledged to move this nation to a new frontier. -~~is'the A ~ 

j~-4- · ~CL- 0~ c.-
tomorrow country. LJt young state not shackled by outmoded traditions ~ 
and practices. Its people are imaginative. ~ Jl -They are builders. 

They are producers. The land is fertile, rich in resources. 

This is a great state filled vri th new opportunity, and new hopes for 

the future. 

c~unt:r::r, 
But like the rest of thepOkl ahoma has its problems. 

~~ problems--all problems are tough to solve. 
" 

They're tough 

Our country has had tough problems before. And, we have solved them. 

We stanQ first among nations of the world not because of a mighty 

military machineJ~t because of factories, f arms, or mines~~ because 

of great institutions and traditions, but because of the energy and 

will of our people. lThe great American engine of productivity is 

driven by the dedicated, hardworking, proud men and women who toil in 

our factories, our mines, our offices, and our fields. 

They are the heart of L~erica. - They are its source of life--the 

very pulse of American greatness. 

People--

Yes, people 

Just people. 

i 
1 
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And Oklahoma itself has a history of meeting problems and over-

coming adversity. 

Whether it's drought, crop failures, tornadoes, or hard times , 

the people of Oklahoma have met vhese problems with resolve and 

determination. 

This is the kind of fi ghting spirit many think we have lost in 

this country. 
~~ 

And if we ' ve lost ~t, it's not that our values have changed or that 

we have lost our way . It ' s that we have never answered the fundamental 

question facing our people: 

What kind of life do we want in this nation? 

What kind of life do we want here in Oklahoma? 

When you travel across this nation you see the great beauty, the 

great wealth of our land . Abundance is everywhere. 

Is it then too much to expect that we can end poverty and hunger 

in America? 

Is it too much to expect that all of our children receive the best 

education possible? 

Is it too much to expect that all of our people have good homes and 

quality health care . 

Is i t too much to expect that our farmers will have decent incomes 

and won ' t be forced off their land? 

Is it too much to expect that our cities be made safe from crime 

and drug abuse? 

And is it too much to expect that we can be one nation not a divided 

people at peace with ourselves and the nations of the world? 



--~~~~--
Both of Oklahoma's fine Senators are cosponsors of the Rural Development ~ 

/ '· Act. ~· ~ colleague on the Senate Agriculture Committee, Senator 

Henry Bellman has played axHc a key role in the development of this 

legislation. And your Governor, David Hall, kax as Chairman of the Southern 

Governor's Conference Committee on Rural Development has been active in 
I 

»ax~GowiNH efforts to make the nation aware of the need for greater 

H~kaixx emphasis on rural development. 
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I believe all these things are within our reach. These things 
~~ 

~-b-e promised. They are rights and government should guarantee 
I 

them to the American people . 

But today government has failed the people--it has failed to 

respond to their most pressing needs. 

There are things to be done in this country . And the great tasks 

ahead can only be achieved by a ne-vr partnership of government and 

the people. 

Today rural America is in deep trouble because we don't have this 

partnership of government and people . 

4:~· ''f 
Small towns are dying, young peopl e are leaving rural America every 

A 
year for overcrpwded cities, farms are b e ing abandonned and the quality 

of life for lf>~million rural Americans is s teadily declining. 

Rural America must be saved . But it can 't be revitalized with 

promises and rhetoric. We need action and programs. 

That's why when I returned to the Senate\ I was determined that rural 

development become a priority of the Congress . And it has. 

We are on the verge of voting on the most comprehensive rural 

development legislation in this nation's history .... - i~ ~~~- .,0...,.. .. cfh ~c1-
l<irt~. ~~ 

What the ~omestead Act was to ope"ning up the West, the Rural Develop-

ment Act will be in revitalizing our farms and small town America. 

All of us have a stake in this vital legislation and a majority 

of the United States Senate has cosponsored it. 

/#JS."ER..T ~ 
I 

Let me tell you what it does. 
d" ~ 

--It provides a new method of financing to pay for the pressing public 

" 



important 

~~~~~~~~-It
 provides for an/ex pansion of programs under the Soil Conservation 

rvice foxcgcaoxxc and establishes Federal cost sharing for development of 

municipal and industrial water supplies. 

--It reorganizes the Department of Agriculture to give it the prime 

responsibility for rural development programs. 

--It provides $50 million for grants to the Land Grant Universitites 

so that they can establish rural development extension programs, research 

and training for rural development and small fa rmers. 

This legislation is a Magna Carta for rural America 
. 

. It will contribute 

substantially to haltin h fl 
g t e ow of people out of rural regions. Hopefully 

~ it will begin attra ti b k 
A -Lf - ~ 

.lA_ ~A .. d\ k F-::--~ ' "':_'<1-.~ , n ~Jk/~~ ac many of those who have. left. ~~~ Y. • - . 

,-~r~:c_~ ~~or a...~"!flfk~~~~V
~·~ w.-

. . . 
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needs of our rural townships and municipalities --schools, hospitals, 

community centers~£L~~(~J~~tk~. 

--It establishes a rural revenue sharing fund of $500 million to 

our family farms~~ ~~~~000 
help 

#too~ 
--It provides aAcredit ~to encourage industrial expansion 

in rural communities. 

--It provides loans at low rates of interest for young farmers who 

are in need of credit to enter farming and can't get it. 

--It begins a new program of small community fire pre'rention assistance. 

//u~6D.I ~~~) ~ 3 . 
Thls bill will be before the C_ongress in the next few weeks. It 

needs the supp?r~ of Oklahomans~-:..-v. .. .u\.1.-~L~.,J.:__.. ~~ 

America will provide the foundation 

for building a better America. 

Building a better America means that our people must have the 

opportunity to work, to have jobs, to earn, to save--without the 

fear that economic catastrophes will darken their lives. 

£uilding a better America means tax reform. It means closing 

tax loopholes, ending unfair tax privileges, lifting the property 

tax burden from the homeowner. 

Building a better America means waging a constant battle against 

all forms of pollution. 

Building a better America means getting our most valuable resource 

--water--to where it is needed most such as in Western Oklahoma. 

And building a better America means cities that are safe, clean 

and livafule. 
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Like many of you here, I have devoted my life to public 

service, first as mayor of a great city , then as a leader in the 

United States Senate, as Vice President of the United States. 

I have come to know this nation, its problems and its -people 

as few public officials can. 
~-~ 

I know that the people of this country/\~ move ahead ~d are 
/1-

not satisfied with things as they are. L~ am~ opti~~t 
America's future. I seek not only the Presidenc~~to lift the 

spirit of the people. 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 




