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~o"" · HUMPHREY ASKS ADMINISTRATION 

s-0'""0 Qr;;:§) 

"""~· · ~;'2--~1'2--" TO PUBLICLY DEFEND INFLATION POLICIES 
s-<.... ~<;;;. ,,, 

'\9,-<..,'0 ?00 

~~GREEN BAY, Wisconsin - Senator Hubert Humphrey today challenged 

P:::=esident Nixon "to carne out from behind the shield of Executive Privelege" 

and allow his Cost of Living Council officials to explain to Congress "the 

skyrocketing rise in food prices a :.1d inflation." 

Specifically, Humphrey urged the President to send Cost of Living Counc i2 

Chairman T)onald !lumsfeld to testify before a Joint Conqressional Committe-; ·(.c 

6.efend price controls which have become "a hoax and a sham." Speaking to a 

labor group in Green Bay, Humphrey said that he had asked the Chairman of 

r..~e Joint Economic Committee, Wisconsin Senator T•lilliam Prmc ~ ire, to conduce 

"a full inquiry i n ::0 th2 Nixon wage and Price Control program." 

Reacting sharply t o President Nixon's charge that AFL-CIO Presicent 

George Meany had "walked off the joh" in leaving the Pay Board, Humphrey 

charged tha t it was "Richard Ni.:.:cn \V"ho walked off the job of fighting 

i:.1.flat ion and control ling prices more than three years ago. "And everybody • •: 

va.ting the price today, " said Humphrey. 

Hum ;·,hrey stated that the failure of the Nixon A.r~~ninisration to cont..:rrJl. 

i r,flation cannot be char ged to labor. Pather, said Humphrey, "it is becat.: r,:; ·.:.> 

t.Jixon l acks a fair and effective program." 

"This ent ire episode," said Humphrey, "proves that the President of -c. }~(; 

o~·dted States would rather find scapegoats f o r his 0\V'n failures than taks a 

pos ition of constructive, fair leadership." 

Humphrey told the AFL-CIO's Committee on Political Education in Green 

Bay that this year labor "faces its most important battle, its most serio'.lS 

fight, the vital, critical need to defeat Richard Nixon in 1972." 
(more) 
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The Democratic Presi~ential candidate invited labor "to call the roll on 

the Nixon l'C'ministrati0n." 

Unemployment has never been higher vli th five and a half million 

j ob less. 

Food costs a r e ur -- rents are u p. 

The Co nsumer Price Index is climhing at reco rd rates and the 

.l-\dministration is still 0ptimistic about its policies t o pring in

flation under cnntrol. 

We suffer under the hig hest interest and credit rates since the Civil 

Nar . 

Property ann payr0ll taxes are increas ing . 

"And \'lith r.ll of this," charged Humphrey, "everyday s ome tvhite House 

spo kesman tells the l'omerican people ho\rl gnod they have it, how we're going 

to have a good year or a 'very qnod year' or how n rosperity is just around 

the corner." 

Humphrey stated that "v-1e must restore the pe0ple' s confidence in this 

economy ancl. only a ne\17 adP1inistration can do this." 

H H H 



RCH 24, lC72 

TO : Senator 

FROM : Dan and Bob 

SUBJECT : 

Attached are excerpts for your Cope Gr een Bay Speec h . 
We deal with the George Meany Pay Board question as you 
suggested . 'Vve have also expanded on this t heme by 
mentioning your call for hearings for t he Proxmire 
Committee . And we also have you suggesting that Donal d 
Rumsfeld , Chairman of the Cos t of Living Council , testify 
before the Congress . h'e have c h ecked wi t h Proxmire ' s 
people and found out t hat Rumsfe l d has a standing 
invitation issued t wo weeks ago , but has never accepted it . 
We believe t h at t he President would p robab ly invoke 
executive privilege before letting Rums fel d come up to t he 
Hill . 

We believe you should h it t hi s "cloak of secrecy " hard , 
in l igh t o f t he President ' s call for t he pub lic ' s 
coop e ration while he shuts the p ub lic out . 



REr1ARI'S BY SE"·JPJOR HUBERT H. Hur~PHREY 

COPE BANQUET EXCERPTS 

GREEN BAY I WISCONS IN 

r~ARCH 251 1972 



THE u·nT D STATES sT Jms FIRST Aro :G THE , ATi o·· s iilli 

BECAUSE OF ITS fHGHTY l;I LI Tr RY r-: CH I ~E . 

WT BECt\USE OF ITS ACTO IES I FAw ·,s oR r·1 H ES . 

:mT BECAUSE OF ITS RE T I STITUTI OI'S AND TR .D ITI OI·S. 

T E PO\'JE \ OF T. IS GREAT COUiiTP.Y IS H1 THE E;·~E , · Y P. D 

SP IRIT OF OUR EOPLE . 

THE GREt.T APER I CA'J ENG irlE OF P \ODUCTI 'ITY IS DRI 'E! BY 

THE DEDIC TED ARDWORKI NGPROUD :EN r D \:W; ,E'~ : \'lHO TOIL Iii our-

FACTo, IES I I ' ouR FIELDS I ou .• r· I ·Is A D ou~ OFF ICES . 

T EY PR. T. HE PT OF Ar··lRIC • T E P~:E ITS SOURC.- OF 

LI FE--THE VERY PULSE OF Af1E~ I C/\r G \Ef\T'JESS . 

******* 
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PJ~'D ~JHE1 ~~IE SPEA OF A f ATI OI ' S ST E H1TH--OF ITS 

PEOPLE--H CA, rmT FOR.GET VJ AT THE ~.!:ER i cA·· Ll\BO .. \:ovE:·1E, T 

AS DO· E TO f~PXE BETTER TI1E LI ES OF ~~LL f''1E .I C S. 

******* 

THEY SAY THfJ LABOR [·iQ LOIJGER FIGPTS FO:: THE LITTL[ 

GUY 1 -OR T E .I NO J TI ES Ai'D FO. T lE POOP . 

Aim I S .Y HOH TR- !CALLY ~!.ON THEY .. £ . 

******* 

--r1ED I CARE 

--1964 CI IL I I MTS ,CT 

--HP~R Oi' POVERTY 

--THE VOT I tJG I GHTS ACT 

--THE FOOD STA. ·p BILL. 

******* 
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LABOR 11ASI' 'T G I EIJ UP I 

THIS YEA < Lm>OR FACES IT 'S fv1QST H!P01 TAIJT Bt TTLE1 

IT 'S ~~OST SEr. IOUS FIG iT : T lE ITP.L1 CRITI CAL . CESS IT { 

TO DEFE~~ T RIC ~.RD f I XOrl 

******* 

LET'S CP.LL THE \O LL 01' TFE . IXOi" ADf-iH ISTRATI OiJ : 

--U['.Ef"!PLOYilE 1T Hft.S E ·'EP BEEN HI ~HE . -- 5 1/2 r·ry i LLI OfJ 

JOBLESS I 

--FOOD COSTS ARE UP -- REi 1TS A E UP I 

--f";OPTG.~GE COSTS ARE UP I 

--ThE CQiJSLI ~ER PR ICE Ii'~DEX IS CLi f':B I JG AT R "CORD PATES 

Ar D THE ADf~ I i, I STRATI O!l IS STILL OPTi f1 ISTI C l\BO 'T IT 'S 

POLI CIES TO BP. ING I 'FLATI ON UNDEr CONT~OL ~ 
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--THE I IGHEST Ii TEt\EST A~'D CRED IT RATES SI CE THE 

CIVIL H.l\R . 

--PROPERTY A1 1D PAYRO LL TAXES A.RE I ·~ c RE~.s I r G. 

--A~D THERE 'S SO~ETH I NG ELSE INCREAS ING MY FRIEtTIS , 

GIAI T CORPORATI OI~S MD THE BIG C01~GLOMERATES HAD A 19 PERCEr T 

INCREASE IN PROF ITS LAST YEAR Ar' D REPORTS IND ICATE THAT THE 

··· ATI Of' 'S 100 LARGEST CORPORATI OI~S ALSO HAD A. SEI' SATI O JAL 

75 PERCEiH I I·!CRL~SE u· PROF ITS DURI 'JG THE SM~E PERIOD . 

******* 

-- 9 B ILLI O~ TAX BREAK . 

******* 

BIG BUS itESS CAN GET A 19 PERCEt T INC ,EASE IN PROF ITS. 

BUT RICHA D ii.' IXON HOU LD f E/ER ALLmJ YOU TO . AVE f1 19 PERCEr!T 

I ~CREASE IN ~J · GES I '
10, TH/\T HOULD BE INFLATIONARY I 

******* 



5 

THE ' D~O[" ADL I HSTPJ\TI Oi~ SAYS viE ' RE r; Pi Pr(OF ITS 

SQU ZE ~ I SAY THE RE 'S A SQUEEZE Of YOUR ~PG S ~ 

******* 

E 'ERYD~~Y SOf.' t ViH ITE HOUSE SPO ~ESf"!l\i'J TELLS THE 

M1EP ICN' PEOPLE OH GOOD TllY HAVE IT., HOt~ LE ' I GO ING TO 

HAVE GOOD YEll. OR [\ II 'EPY GOOD 11 YEf:P OP HOH P~OSPED IT I 

IS J sT A.R. urm THE coRi~ER I 

THEY I E 1\LSO TOLD us THAT T!- ~E P. ~ER I CAi·! t·JO .KEP.S fl. ,E 

FOR ·;I J FOOD PR.I CES f,PtD E CONSUfiE DOES~' 'T K ~OH HOV1 

TO s~:o I 

******~~ 
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l\" D JUST Ti IS vJEE THEY SAID THAT "GEORGE r'!EA .!y HAD 

\JALK-D OFF THE JOB OF CONTRO LLH G HJFLATI O~ vJHEN HE LEFT 

THE PPY BOARD ." 

I DON 'T BUY TIAT FOR r iNUTE . I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT 

RIC AHD f I XOi~ ViftLKED OFF THE JOB OF FI Gt:TI NG I NFLATI Oi~ AND 

CONTRO LLI 'G PR ICES f10RE Thf\i~ 3 YE~~R.S AGO . AND EVERYBODY IS 

PAYPJG T l PR ICE TODAY . 

I rJAl T TO GO Of'J RECORD i·'mL I SP,Y THAT IF THE 

ADr;ll i ISTRATI ON CP,rNOT CONTROL IIJFL TI Of'J 1 IT ~1ILL WT BE 

BECAUSE LABOR HAS LEFT THE PAY BO,~RD . IT WILL TIE BECAUSE 

THE NIX01: ADN HHST RATi m LP.CKS A FAIR AND EFFECTI VE PROGRAfv1. 
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ITS PR ICE CONTRO LS ARE A HOAX AI~D A SHAft vlE H/~VE 'W PRICE 

CO T ROLS ~ ALL HE HPNE IS PRICE J USTIFICATI O~ . THIS EI'TI RE 

EP ISODE PROVES THAT THE PRES IDENT OF THE U'H TED STATES HOULD 

RAT ER FiiiD SCAPEGOATS FOR HIS OHN FAILURES THAN TAKE P. 

POS ITI DrJ OF COnSTRUCTI VE ~ FAIR LEADERSH IP. 

****~1-** 

THE TH':E HAS COf'1E FO \ A"'~ ACCOU 'TII~G OF THE Ei'JTIRE 

iHXOi'' PR ICE AI'- D Pf\Y cor TPOL SYSTE~I . 

******* 

THE TH1E Ht~S COf1E FOR THE PRESI DEt.T OF THE Ur' ITED 

STATES TO GI 1E THE Af'1ERI CM PEOPLE A: HO·!EST EYPIJ- ·~P.TI OI! OF 

WHY PR ICES ARE ! ~C REAS I NG . 

******* 
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f\S A f1Ef·nBER OF T ;E JOI" T E.COi~Of1 IC COf1i' ~ ITTEE I FP.VE 

AS' ED T 'E CHA I Rr~P. L YOUR SE' .ATOR ~:I LLI I\..'1 PROYf1IRE1 TO CO DUCT 

FULL I ·JQU I Y HJTO THE [ IXOI'l Hl~GE PJ~D PRICE CO~T OL pror.PJ\r·~ . 

******* 

I vJA''T THE CHA I J1P .. OF T E PRICE c or~ 1ISSIOi ' PJ1D THE 

CHAiffi1AN OF THE P J BOARD TO BE CALLED ON THE CAPPEl . 

******* 

I \U\" T TO K'!OVI HHY T E ADf~ I iJIST RATI Of\ 'S I'lFLPJIOI~ 

CO T OL PROGRAri IS A fdLURE . 

******* 

Af D I HArH DOI'ALD P.Uf1SF IELD1 TI 1E CHP.IR~MJ or PRES IDENT 

[JI XON 'S COST OF LI 'lP'G CO 'fJC IL1 TO cor·~E F 01 BEH I D HIS 

SHIELD OF EXECUTI E PRI ILEGE Aim Tn TEST! Y BEFO . .E CotiG~ESS 
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TO A1 s~J R sorE TO~G · ouEsT I o:--s . 

******* 

THIS f~~ IS ONE OF THE POWERS BE l tD THE SC-~ES A:D 

S OULDi, 'T REr~A I I I DDEr~ FRO 1 THE Pll LI C. IF THE PRES IDE" T 

T ,U LY VIAl TS T E PUBLIC 'S COOPEPJ\TIO l II FIGHTBiG I iFL/1TI OIL 

LET rll f1 P.LLO\! T 10SE RES Po·· SIBLE FO EYECUTH G HIS POLl CI ES 

TO LE EL \'' ITH THE PEOPLE . 

******* 

-- RESTORE COrF i uE~CE . 

--co ~nRo Ls WITH TEETH . 

--· EW OBS ·Jm~r . 

--PEOPLE \IJ IJT FAIR!' ESS I EQUITY P. 'D JUSTICE . 
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' ~ARCH 24., 1972 

TO: Senator 

FROM: Dan and Bob 

SUBJEC-T: 

/ 
' 

Attached are excerpts for your Cope Green Bay Speech. 
We deal with the Ge~9e Meany Pay Board question ~-you 
suggested. We have also expanded on this tileme by 
mentioning ypur c~ii for hearings for the Proxtnire 
Committee. ~nd w~ also have you su9gestinq that Donald 
Rumsfeld, Chai~an of the C95t of Living Council, testify 
before the Congress. lve ha:Ve checked ....-ith Proxroire's 
people and found out that Rumsfeld has a standing 
invitation issuea two weeks ago, but has never accepted it. 
lie believe that the President \tould probably invoke 
executive privilege before letting :Rumsfeld come up to the 
Hill. 

\'le believe you should hit. this "cloak of secrec~t" hard, 
in light of the President's call for the public's 
cooperatiop \thile he s,~uts the public out-.. 

'" 
./ 

'· 



COPE BANQUET EXCEP~TS 

tREEN BAYI ~ISCONSIN 

VARCH 2~1 1972 
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TriE UNITED STAT[S STAUDS FIRST Ai·10HG THt NATIOi~S dOl 

BECAUSE OF ITS HIGHTY HILITARY !·1J1.CBIHE. 

iJOT BECAUSE Of ITS ~ACTORI[S, FAP!~S OR niNES , 

iWT BECAUSE OF ITS GREAT lfiSTITUTIONS 1\lm TRtlHTIONS, 

THE PO\~ER OF THIS GREAT COUtiTRY IS IN THE ENERGY Mm 

SPI RIT OF OUR PEnPLE. 

THE ~pc~'lT AnEr!fCl1ln r:.t"jt-.I~lE OF 0 PODtu'CTIVITY I'-' no i\IEH RY _ ll, \U I . .! ! ! \ n_ t f.: 1 ~ -!' 1 I t '\ ~ • • . U ,: ..- l \ I i .__, 

THE DEDIC!\TED HARDWORKINGPROUD r1EN AND WO?!EH WHO TOIL IN OUR 

Ff1CTORIESi Ii( OliR FIELDS~ OUR i-i iNES AND OlJR OFFICES. 

THEY ARE THE HEART OF PJiRIC.ti, T•-,IEV '\(It:" IT~ <-'Ol!RCC o~ ' -. l r ,, ~ _ .... ··" vh 1.. ' , 

LI r.E--Tl.·i_'E \_IE',QY PLJLSt'"' m: Af"I=T J(IH1 r,oct~JHI="C::S· ~ - , ~ \J: , ,. t1....1, • •lf .,. ! W ; h~¥•. i 

******* 
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AND HHEi~ WE SPEJ1K OF ft. tiATioti'S STPiNGTH--OF I'fS 

•••••••• 

THEY Sf\Y THt.T LA.BOR HO LONGER r:I GHTS FO? THE LITTLE 

GUY 1 FOR THE VINORITIES ft.rm FOR THE POOP, 

Aim I SAY HO~l TP.AGICALLY r:ROiiG THEY lWJ:. 

) 

-~19611 CIVIL RIGHTS ACT 

I 
~-THE VOTI:JG RIGHTS ACT 

--THE FOOD ST NiP n ILL • . ........ 
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3 001536 

l r,r'QR · · fi("' l ~ r I' v•H • !p ww·_ '- !iP.->h I \.) -vt:.n li • 

IT'S i·:OST SERIOUS FIGiiT: THE VITAL,. CRITICAL UECCSSin' 

TO DEFEJ\T RICHM~.D IHXON 

M~Ko!/ 
. / LE" .... I(' cr.LL T''E noLL 0 . .,_,.,_ ··t••r;•· "D"I'!If'TDATI{•'I y '-I -v .k H_· I\ J fi if1t il AUH 1-: lf'! f~ ~ i>J\ tifn 

JOBLEss.·-
~ 

I 
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TI -- i'l~' ('- 1-.T-n-sT /\"~ CRcnrT ".·F.TE(' ("I JF"E Tl',. ~... HI:. H lii c .. ) I ii _ t!\t·_· tti'W .. uJ t\li . ·.l >J ~~t, it. 

tiVIL Wt•R 
" . . .l . . 1 

--AND THERE'S so:R:TH HHi t.LsE r:cR t\S I HG iiY Ff~IEf, s.. ~ 

GIANT CORPOPJ.TIOi·lS t/. T BIS COr1GLOt,1EP,KfES Hl\V A 19 PERCENT ( 

( 
INCREASE 

ilATIOii *S 

PERIOD, 

••••••• 

......... 

0 E°CE":T I I. ll 
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******* 

E\! '"TiV'l[ v ('0"' \,;H' l ~l L wnus·-·¥tnll.l,\l 0 l t 1 L tlv t 

11 ;_~[r- It" r.. ·, ' nr.tnn I".. l \ _ ~.,,, i rc .. r 

TELLS THE 
) 

IT .. HOW HE'rE GOING TO 

H f- \ll~ r\ .'" b A GOOD YEft ~ OR 1\ 11VEP.Y GOOD" \ EJ~R OP HOW PP.OSPEf~ ITY 

IS .JUST AROlllJD 

FOIQ :t-IGI' ' r,;u-\u(\r .. - r~n iCL.J:' At-'f\ T14E Cf1Ht::'llf;!e' ilt!' '(" i /T 1'}.1(•'! iiO'·' • _ . . I_ _ If~· 11 •JI'tvUI L ., ,_.. ,_.t,)n \1hl!1 _. n 

) 
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i 
I 
! 
I 
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f\S l\ f1EI'ffiER OF Tr:E JOHlT £Co;mniC CO/i·H TIEE I lif\VE 

ASKED THE CHAlR!'JUi, YOUR SE:lATOR H ILLIN~ PROXMIP£ .. TO COHDUCT 

fi fULL IUQUIRY IIITO THE rHXo;l HAGE 1\tW PRICE CONTROL P , ~Of.F~lUt~ . 

P.] TO BE CALLED ON TilE CARPET. 

******* 

I ~"'"'T T"J L'"JO'' 1'HY rflc '11 l.'I"I<'Tfl"Trr·~··~s I'·,r:u",TIO'' HAri \J ~~i m n 11 Ht r fL <> . r.H . _ ... M _ "'. . _ll 

COilTROL PROSRAi: IS A PbiLURE, 

-1 
~~'D I 'fi\HT r. I.J nHI1 -

'ilY,O;·l'~ h , _1 u 
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Arm .JUST THIS WEEK TilEY SAID TBf\T '1GEorsE nt-}J~Y HAD 

Ht1LKED OFF THE JOB OF CONTROLLING lhFLATlOf! HH£N Hl LEFf 

I 

0 DOWT BUY Tlii\T fOR A i'liiL'TEt I WArlT YOU TO KiiOW THAT 

~ 

COiH~OLLI;/; PRICES i~OHE TBAH 3 YEf.:RS {;GO. AilD EVERYBODY IS 

PAYIIJG THE PRICE TOD11Y. 

L I rlt,I'T TO GO o;l l'.t:.COP.D il0\1 0 SPY TH/IT If THE 

l\DrHi'ISTPATIOr CANNOT COiiTR8L I ~FU;TJO;·:J IT \HLL WJT fiE 

BECAUSE L'lliOR BAS LEFf THE PAY BO,u.HD, IT WILL BE BEC/'1!SE 

THE iHXOii P.mH;HSTP,AT I o:i 11\CKS f.. FA If~ AND EFFECTIVE PROGPAi~. 

- --- .,.. 
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ITS f'1HCE CONTROLS ARE A HOAX AUD A SHAM. ',,.... ""''- .,0 P0 IC~ "!f-. ti. ' fi\!1~ ~~~ - I' t 
n~.- h \ L. n . , _. 

CO:iTROLS1 ALL HE HAVE IS PHICE JUSTIFICATIOii, THIS EiiTIRE 

EPISODE PROV[S THAT THE PHESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES HOULD 

RATHER FI!W SCAPEGOf~Ts FOH HIS OWN ~~~ILUR£S THAN TAKE ;\ 

POSITIOH Of COiJSTRUCliVE., FP.l R lEl\DERSH IP. 

THE Tli :E BAS cm~;E FQF: Ar! ACCOUNTIHC OF THE EiHIRE 

f1lXOU Prrl CE AilD PAY CONTP..OL SYSTEf~ . 

******* 

THE TL 'J: HAS COi'\£ FOP Tl!E PRESIDE: iT OF THE UHITElJ 

STATES TO GIVE THE ANEniCA1i PEOPLE ftJ HOt-lEST EXPLAi•ATIO~: OF 

HHY PRICES ?.RE UKREASH~G. 
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TO 

SI'""ULDI"#,. "'r"# I I' H'_I..._~-L.'' r-r __ ;,r''··--'·· -li'I·'L-,_ ! .llt,n t Tr fiU ' · i1 · i t~P/\_ ri _ UVdt ir,v! i - _ r · u.bL~ .... , 

LET HH~ f·.LLOH THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOH EXECUTING HiS POLICIES 

iO LEvEL WITH THE PEOPLE~ 

C"'~rrno· LS t ·rt'. rc..--rn ~ un h 1 ... n ii ... t. _ . • 

--ii£\4 JOBS now. 

/ 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 




