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TO: 
FR0~1 : 

SUBJECT: 

Senator Humphrey 

Mark Epstein 

Press Conference - Holiday Inn 
Erie, Penns¥lvania 
Tuesday, April 11 

APRIL 101 1972 

These suggested remarks are directed at both Erie 's 
environmental concerns and our national transportation 
needs. 

After the press conference, you will be visiting a 
General Electric plant where you will see the new mass 
transit railroad car referred to in the opening paragraph . 
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THIS ~.FTERfJOOiJ I HILL SEE TrE RAI'LROAD CAR OF THE FUTURE--AND 

IT WORKS. IT WORKS BECAUSE IT'S CLEA~ . IT WOrKS BECAUSE 

ITS OWS T AT WE CAJ CLE ~UP OUR ENV I OJrE T--OU A I R~ 

OUR U\fJDJ A'm OUR \# TER-- IF HE RE H ILLI N ~ TO COf1 UT OU \ 

EiERGIES AJD OUR RESOURCES TO FI IT ifG POLLUTI O, . 

Ai D HERE If ERIE THE PEOP LE K1JOvJ HOW DESPE .P.TELY HE 

rJEED TO L E n1 T co 1 .~: ITr~ Et T. 

TODAY 1 THE GREATEST INLA"JD BOD IES OF H TE , P.RE BE If G 

n REATE JED HITH ECOLOG IC. L DIS/\STEP, Ti lE REAT IrJDUSTRIP.L 

MI HT AND THE GROW l! POPUL TIOfS OF THE~ E T L KES ECION 

TAKE T~EIR TOLL EVERY D .Y. 
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LAKE ERIE IS I J ~~ORTAL D/\'lGE .• TI~ER ·~ .L POLLUTI O~L 

PESTICI DES ~ MUfHCI P L /\liD I mUST IAL H/\STES POSE fl. -R VE 

T REAT TO THE FUTURE OF THE L KE AS LI VH G BODY OF \~ TEP. . 

WE f1UST CLE/\i IT UP . BUT TtiE COST ~JI LL BE I T--BILLI DrJS 

OF DOLLARS A.T THE ~~ I Hr;U~1 . 

Arm THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF E ..IE AP.E DOING THE IR 

PART. T E PEOPLE OF ER IE A E PUTT! JG OUT AT E~ENDOUS 

EFFORT TO FIGHT PO LLUTI OI --ESPECI ALLY IN SEH,~GE T \E T ·1Ern 

FACILITI ES. AJD THE PEOPLE ARE BE/\ lNG ~UCH OF THE LO ] --

OF THE ' 24 ~11 LLI ON RECEf'JTLY SPENT FO SEVJ GE T EAT. 1E lT 

EXPA SIOJ1 $15 tHLLION HAS RA ISED BY A LOCAL BOND ISSUE. 
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BUT 1 I ASK YOU1 IS THE FEDEPJ\L GOVE ~mENT DO l ·J ALL 

IT CA ~ TO HELP US CLE !J UP OUR .I R1 LAND AtlD H TER? 

SADLY1 T EA 'SHER IS "' 0," JUST LOOK T P\ESIDENT 

rHxm 'S ~D Ei vr Rm MEl HAL B DGET • 

0 ~ LY 1 PE CE JT OF THE PROPOSED iJEH BUDGET IS /\LLOITED 

FOR POLLUTIO CONTRO L. , rm THE P~ES I DENT PROPOSES CUTT ir G 

r .osT E'~v r RO mEI·JTAL PROGRA .s r.cr.oss THE Bo \D. THE BUD ,ET 

CALLS FOR: 

--A REDU CTI 01J OF $1.2 1ILLI O ·J I J PROG ,r, ·.S FOP OPERATI ON ~ 

RESE RCH 1 A, D FACILITIES U WE THE E · ' I Dtl ~E JT.~L P .OTECTI OfJ 

AGE:! CY. 
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--A REDU CTIO OF $5 .4 ILLI O'J FOR H STE Hf.TE TREI\Tr ~Ef!T 

Af'D CONTRO L I 

--A REDU CT I 0 · OF $15 .4 i ~ I LLI O[J FO SOLID ~ /\STE r1 flf1 -Er•1ENT . 

IN /\DD ITi mJ J THE liXO ft.Dr~IfHST TI ON HAS ,E UESTED 0 JLY 

$171 .5 MILLIO ' FOR ILPLEf.E TH -: TI:E 1970 CLE ' IR ACT--

$300 r1I LLION LESS THA CON P.ESS /\UTHO .IZED. A lD TilE 

ADf1I HST TI D IS PLAr lH NO I K E~.SE \ill .TSOE /EP. Iri f\SS ISTU r. 

LOCAL COr1f'1UNITIES H SD'f\GE T E T "'Et'T --~.SSIST ~JCE T E PEOPLE 

OF ERIE DESPE ~TELY fEED . 

YES) TH E C ISIS OF OUR E VI ro ·MEfT IS A F I NA~C I AL O~E--

AfJD IT IrlCLUDES OT JUST PO LLUTI Orl BUT THE USE ~· 'E . . KE OF 

OU RESOURCES AND POW \E LI E. 
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J ST LOOK AT OUR TRANSPO TATIO RESOURCES--BY 1977--

JUST 5 YEARS FROf·1 IJOW--WE \ ILL NEED $35 B I LLI OiJ TO Pf\.Y FOR 

TRANS IT fA I NTE ·•P.N CE~ OPEPATHJ SUBSIDIES FO ~ASS T AJS IT1 

AI~D ll I HWW co JSTP.UCTI O'J AND OPEP.ATI 0 ·JS I 

AND \' !THIN THE JEXT 2 YEARS ~ AL .OST H Ll- OF ALL THE 

BUSES I ~ THE U'HTED ST TES \'1 LL H IE TO BE REPLACED I 

I · SHORT ~ IE ARE 'JOT ADEQUATELY FUIJD!"' G 0 \ PL i JlfJ J 

OUR TRANSPORTATI O J SYSTE 1S 1 A'm \!E RE 'iOT ADE U .TELY 

CONS IDERil G THE E·NIRDr f1E HAL~ SOCI~.L~ A JD ECO JO.UC COST 

OF HOH THIS NATI ON f10\ES ITS PEOPLE . 

FOR TRA JSPORT/\TI O · J FOR OUR E l I ONr iE H ~~E flEED STRO ·l 

JAT IOJ L LEADERSH IP IfJ H SHIN ·TOL AD THE! . E TH I N ~ S HE 

CAt~ DO--\~E ~~UST DO--RIGHT dOW I 
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--Fl RST 1 I CALL UPO!I THE HXO l /\D l ·~ HJIST ~TIO l TO SUPPO RT 

TIE TRANSPORT,~TI OIJ SYSTEr~S I r ~PP.OVEr·1E H CT OF 1972--HH I cr 

r RECErnLY Ir'T oDUCED Iri n E SENATE. 

VY BILL \HLL CRACK OPEIJ TilE HIGHVJAY TRUST FUm . IT 

vHLL USE THE IDLE BILLIOfiS FROf1 THIS FUND TO P~OVIDE FIN NCI L 

ASSISTAr~cE r-oR n E corJsT ucTimJ oF r~Ass TRM~S IT F CILITIESI 

THE PREPARATIO ~ OF LOCALLY ~.PPROVED cor PPEHEf SI E TRP.r'-JSPOP.T/\TIOrl 

PL J Jlf G1 FOr. THE ~IflTEH\NCE NJD REPt\ I OF CITY ST EETS1 

AND FOR TRArSIT OPERATifG SUBSIDIES. 

--SECOND ~ THE NL ON Dr1If ISTR TIO[I f UST rr ~. EDII\TELY P.ELE .SE 

THE $300 ,ILLI O ~ FOR r·1ASS TP. SIT NOT BEl Jh SPEf T BY fJ L ON ' S 

BUDGET BURE/\U . CITIES /\ ·JD Cor ~· ur !TIES BADLY fJEED THIS 1Dr EY . 
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THE CO JGRESS HAS APPROPR IATED IT. THE TAXPAYERS HAVE PAID 

IT. THE PEOPLE HAVE A i I G T TO Hl\VE THIS r ONEY SPEt:T ON THEI R 

TRJ\.l ·s r T SYSTEr1s. 

BUT THE r I XO · P~Dr~HHSTRAT IDr J REFUSES TO SPE m THESE 

FUrms . IT REFUSED TO LISTE!J TO EITHEr THE COfJC~ESS OR THE 

NEEDS OF THE PEOPLE . 

--TIIIRD ~ I CALL UPOi THE l I XOi D ~ I HSTRfJIO.·J TO D OP 

ITS OPPOS ITior TO IIAVI G Ti lE FEDERAL GOVER J .ENT P \OV IDE 

ASS ISTAIJCE TO OUR BUS1 SUBHfN ~. D Cor .UTE SYSTEi~S SO THAT 

THEY CAl~ STAY ALI VE . HE r~UST PROVIDE OUR CITIES A1 D STATES 

HITH THE KIND OF EriERGENCY FUimHJ THEY EED TO KEEP THEI R 

TRA SIT SYSTErs GO I G. 
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.! EFFICIE 'T f ~ASS T r SIT SYSTE~~ r1E r S SI t I riC ·HLY 

EDUCED LEVELS OF AIR PO LLUTIOJ., IT ~1E f~S GETTitlJ TO WOK 

0 Tir~E AT PRICES YOU C AFFO D ND IT f.E ~S I Er'D TO 

cRmmED ., co1 GESTED A!m Ul~SAFE HI JHH/\YS . 

CITIES A JD ST TES A E OT F LLirJG Dmm 0 J THE JOB OF 

P OVID! G THIS NATIO HITH rJ E~lV I P.01 f1ENT LLY SAFE A.m 

B L/\ JCED TRA S ORT TIO! SYSTEM. 

LOCAL ·OVE Rr r~Er TS HP.VE BEE:J SUPPLYrr G THEI \ SHr, E 0 

THE f ONEY TO BU ILD AND OPE J\TE THESE SYSTE S. 

THE FEDERft.L GOVER ~r ENT IS T FAULT FO \ FALL I J DO\ rl 

0 ·J THE JOE I 

THE TI ~ E AS CO~E TO EVE SET~ T P LICY . 

IT IS Tir~E TO ET O!i Wi n· THE JOB or ~f,KirlC THIS NATi ot· 'S 

HI HAY SYSTE 1., BUSLI ES., R IL 0 DS i''D r~, SS T, NSIT SYSTEf1S 

SECO 'D TO 0 E. 
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IT \lORKS BECAUSE IT'S CLEJU~. IT HOPJ'~ BECAUSE 

IT SHOWS THAT }IE CAN Ct£~~ UP OUR EHVI RON~lHT --OUR AIR.~ 

OUR U\lill1 AHD OUR Wf,T£R--IF WE ARE WILLING TO COr!I~IT OUR -. 
ENERGIES AHD OUR RESOURCES TO FIGHTING POLLUTIO:~. 

/U~D HERE IU ERIE THE PEOPLE KNOl-l HOW DESPEP!\TELY HE 

NEED TO HAKE THAT COf·ii'JITr·:EUT·, 

TODAY .. THE GREATEST INLArm BODIES OF HATER ARE BEinG ....,_._.., 

TH~EATEUED ii!TH ECOLOGIC~.L DISASTEf'; bilE flEAT hlDUSTRIAL 

MIGHT f\lm THE GROWIHG POPULATIONS OF THE GREAT LAKES REEJON 
• ' • ' ' ~· · I ·~· 

. .. -······· • •• '_!.~ 
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\LAKE ERIE IS lN r.-ORTAL D.'\liGEP.. THEPJlAL POLLUTiotl, 

PESTICIDES, t-iUHICIPAL AIID IUDCSTRIAL WI\STES POSE A GP.AVE 

TIIRE.~T TO THE FUTURE OF THE LAKE AS A LIVIH BODY OF HATER, 

WE f'~UST CLE/U~ IT UP~ BUT THE COST WILL BE GHEAT--BILLIOHS 

OF DOLLARS AT THE fHIHt~U~~t 

rum THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF ERIE Jl.P.E DOIUG THEIR 

PART, THE PEOPLE Of ERIE ARE PUTTING OUT A TRErlJiDOUS 

EFFORT TO FIGHT POLLUTION--ESPECl/\LlY IN SE\<l:~GE TREATMEUT 

FACILITIES, rum THE PEOPLE ARE BEt~RING ~!UCH OF THE LOftJ>·· 

OF THE $24 ttiLLI01J P£CENTLY SPENT FOR SEWAGE TREATf-trn 

EXPAllSIOII, SIS 11lLLION WAS RAISED BY ALO_kAL BOilD ISS~~ jr·~~:. 
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Q0\742 f'Bur, I ASK YOU, IS THt. FEDEPJIL GOVEP~'I1lEIIT DOING ALL 

IT CAN TO HELP US CLEAH UP OUR AIR, I.At~D AHD WATEn? 

Sf\.DLY, THE At:S~IER IS "iiO." \JUST LOOK /IT PRES I DElfT 

fHXOH'S NEW EtNlRONf"fllTAL BUDGEti 

O;iLY 1 PERCEflT OF THE PROPOSED UE\1 BUDr;ET IS ALLOTIED 

FOR POLLUTIOU COUTROL, ftJlD THE PRESIDEfiT PEOPOSES CUTTH4G 

f-IDST EiWIROHHEUTAL PROGP}.HS ACROSS THE BOARD. THE BUDGET 

CALLS FOR: 

--A REDUCTION OF $1.2 r~ILLIOH IN PROGRAf~S FOR OPERATIOII., 

RESEARCH., t'IID FACILITIES UtlDER THE EHVIRotU:Er'ITAL PROTECTIOU 

1\GENCY. 
! --· - ··---- - - - - -----
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--A REDUCTION OF $5,4 f·HLLIO.l FOR Wt1STE HfJER TREATHEfiT 

AND CONTROL, 

--A REDUCTIOP OF Sl5.4 fULL IOU FOR SOLID WASTE riANAGE11EfiT, 

IN A.DDITiotl~ THE NIXON P.Df:HHSTHATION HAS REQUESTED orlLY 

$171.5 MILLION FOR H~PlliEITIHG TI.E 1970 CLEftJ~ AI~ ACT ...... 

$300 f·HLLIO:i LESS TIIAN CQNt;P£SS AUTHORIZED. AUD THE 

ADrllHSTPJ\TIOl! IS PLJ\UNIUG 10 IflCREf..SE \lHi~TSOEVE0 IN ASSISTH'r: 

LOCAL COP/;DiHTIES IN S~ifAGE TREA 1ENT --ASSIST AliCE THE PEOPLE 

OF ERIE DESPERATELY NEED. " 

YES., THE CRISIS OF OUR EffVIP.OUMEUT IS A FlNAHCIAL OfiE-

,\:ID IT HKLUDES UOT JUST POLLUTIOU BUT THE USE HE f·'/U<E OF 

OUR P~SOURCES ftjlD HOW WE LIVE. 
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L JUST LOOK AT OUR TPJ\NSPORTATIOH RESOURCES--BY 1977--

JUST 5 YEARS FROr1 NOW--WE WILL i1EED $35 BILLIOU TO PAY FOR 

TRAHSIT r-1AHlTEri1UtCE~ OPEP.ATING SUBSIDIES FOR f!iASS TRANSIT i 

f\liD IIIGH\tf\Y CONSTRUCT IOU AND OPEP.l\TIONS. 

LAND lf!T'rllil THE llEXT 2 YE.I\RS/ AU10ST HALF OF ALL THE 

BUSES IU THE UlHTED STATES \HLL 11/\\'E TO BE REPLf\CED. 

L. Hl SHORT liE f,P£ ilOT ADEQUATELY rU:IDH:G OR PLAtliHIIG . 

OUR TRAliSPORTATION svsrrr.( AND liE ME t-IOT I'JlEOUATELY 

CDttSIDERlNG TI1E EHVIRONMBITAL~ SOCIAL# f\llD ECOPQliiC COST 

OF HOH THIS f~TION f'iOVES ITS PEOPLE. 

L FOR TRAllSPORTI\TIOII,. FOR OUR EI:VIROilf'I.EIIT WE IIEED STP,OiiG 

fif\TIOHt\L LEADERSHIP IH HASHINGTON~ f\ND THEIR ARE THINGS WE 
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I--FIRST. I CALL UPOII TilE tiiXOtl AllMI!IISTMTlOl! TO SUPFORT 

THE TRAriSPORTATIOil SYSru·~s It~PROVEHOIT ACT OF 1972--lfHICH 

I RECEHTLY If'TRODUCED IU THE SEIU\TE, 

L HY BILL WILL CMCK OPOl TilE l!IGHtli\Y TRUST FUfiD, ~T 

WILL USE THE IDLE BILLIOHS FROM THIS FUND TO P~OVIDE FIHANCIAL 

ASSISTANCE FOR THE COHSTRUCTIOU OF t-'tASS TPJ\USIT FACILITIES, 

THE Pf!EPARATION OF LOCAllY APPROVED COMPREHEHSIVE TP.ftJ~SPORTATIOU 

PLAWHi:Gf FOR THE fJ\HITCHf1f~CE fJID REP At R OF CITY STREETS, 

tJW f"OR TRAiiSIT OPEHATING SUBSIDIES. 

--SECOND., THE lHXOtl t\DHUHSTPJ\TIOH f'_UST H:!1flJIATELY RELEASE 

THE $300 f·HLLIOU FOR ~iASS TP.ANSIT NOT BEit:6 SrE!:T BY fHXON 1 S -
BUDGET BUf>..£1\U./ CITIES 1\ttil COI1.1UiliTlES BJ\DLY nEED TillS I!'.OitEY, 

\ 

' 
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THE CONGRESS HAS APPROPRIATED IT. THE T1\XPAYERS HA~E PAID 

IT, THE PEOPLE HAVE A RIGHT TO H/\VE THIS HONEY SPEJIT ON THEIR 

TRJUlSIT SYSTEHS I 

BUT TI~E NIXON ~.DHIHISTPJ\TIOU RtFUStS TO SPEHD THESE 

FU'WS. IT REfUSED TO LISTEH TO EITHEr THE CDrKP.ESS OR THE 

HEEDS OF THE PEOPLE. 

---THIRD., I CALL UPON THE PIXO~i tJlrJ.HUSTPJ\TIOH TO DROP 

ITS OPPOSITlOU TO HAVING THE FEDEP.AL GOVEPJU'EttT PROVIDE 

ASSISTAUCE TO OUR BUS~ SUmiAY AND cor '·lUTER SYSTEi-~S SO T 'AT 

THEY CAH STAY ALIVE, \-, t;UST PROVIDE OUR CITIES AAD STATES 

WITH THE KltiD OF EHERGE 'iCY FUiiDING THEY f{EED TO KEEP lliEIR 

TP.ANSIT SYSTEtiS GOI~ 
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tJ1 EFFICIOIT T·i,SS TFl\!lSIT SYSTEf~ nEAUS SIGNifiC/\NTLY 

REDUCED LEVELS OF AIR POLLUTIOU., IT •ifAUS GETTH G TO WORK 

ON THI AT PRICES YOU Cf111 AFFORD JUiD IT t-!UJ~S AN END TO 

CROWDED J COt1GESTED rum uNsAFE H 1 GHW/\VS I 

CITIES AHD STATES 1\RE HOT FALLING DOtlH ON THE JOB OF 

PROVIOifiG THIS Nf\Tlot\ WITH AN ENVIROlU~ENTALLY SAFE /\HD 

. 
BALAHCED TRr~lSPlJRTATION SYSTfJ1, 

LOCAL GOVEPJU,:EHTS HAVE BEEU SUPPLY I UG THEI fl SHP.RE OF 

THE HONEY TO BUILD AND OPEP.ATE THESE SYSTEMS. 

THE FEDEPJ\L GOVERWiEl'T IS AT FAULT FOP. FALLHlG DOWN 

OH THE JOB. 

THE T u~~E H~ COl';£ TO REVERSE THAT POLl CY, 

IT IS Tlr~E TO GET Oft WITH THE JOB OF r!t;KlHt iBIS fiATION'S 

HIGHWAY SYSTEtl, BUSLIUES, RJ\ILROf\DS f;ND r .. ~,ss TPANSIT SYSTEr·~ 

S-.,...cor·o -o r ·f'iu~ t. tt · I \nit. 
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