
M E M 0 R A N D U M April 11, 1972 
TO: Senator Humphrey 

FROM: Mark Epstein 

SUBJ: Address to Youth Coalition of Berks County 
{1972 Man of the Year Award) 
Reading, Pa. 
Wednesday , April 12 

These suggested remarks include some of the themes you 
have been using before high school and college audiences-
about the future and youth's tasks and responsibilities. 

We understand from the people organizing the event that: 

1. The audience will want a Q. & A. -- and will probably 
ask questions on Vietnam~ 

2. The economic issue -- kids without jobs (statistics 
are in the text) is a major concern. 

3. The environment issue is a hot one for the students 
a brief reference is made to it in the text. 
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I A~1 DEEPLY GR TEFUL THAT I HA E BEEN CHOSEN P.S YOUR 

1A ~ OF THE YEAR FOR 1972-- I JUST HOPE IT'S A GOOD OfiEf'J OF 

TH I -~ s TO COME I 

Am I Ar1 GREATLY PLEASED THAT THIS .W, D IS F \0 ·~ A 

YOUTH GROUP . TH OUGI OUT fW CA EER I H E ~ADE THE CON CE RNS 

OF YOUTH A HIGH PRIORITY I f W CTI VITIES: 

--I WAS THE AUTHOR OF THE STCDE J LOA1 P OG A UNDE THE 

ATIO AL DEFE SE EDUCATIOi~ ACT I 

--I v S THE AUTHOR OF THE PEACE CORPS AIJD THE JOB CO PS . 

--Af D1 WHEN I WAS VICE PRESIDE H1 I SE. .VED AS CHAIRr1A · OF 

THE PRESIDEH ' S COU CIL ON YOUTH OPPORTUN ITY. 
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BUT I LL T IS IS p ST HISTO RY I I ' rl A TEACHER A. D I 

Ki OW IT'S GOOD TO STUDY HISTORY--BUT IT'S BETTER TO ~1 KE 

HISTO RY . 

THE FUTURE IS fOW-- D TOD Y IS ALL WE H ~E TO WORK 

~'li TH--TODAY IS T \ULY THE FI ST D Y OF THE EST OF YOUR LIFE. 

WE UST MA'E TIE MOST OF IT. 

S Y i~G 1E ICA S I A YOU~l TI OI J YOU .·:UST BEG IN 

TO ASK WHAT ARE WE AND WHERE ARE WE GO I J ? 

T.ERE ISN'T A CO NER OF THIS COUJTRY 1 THERE ISN'T A 

JATION o~i THIS LOBE HHE £ YOU C N ESCAPE THE INE ITABILITY 

OF FUTURE CHA GE . 
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LET rE ASK : 

ARE YOU CO TE T THAT 70 PE .CE JT OF THE i1E I CAfi 

POPULATION ~w\'1 LIVES 0 LESS TH i 2 PERCENT OF THE L r D? 

DO YOU THi fK OUR CITIES CA SURVI ~IF THIS TREND 

CO ~TI NUES A'm OU POPULATI ON HH ICH IS rOW 208 tHLLIO ~ 

I CREASES TO 320 f'1I LLI 0 J BY THE YEAR 2000? 

HAVE YOU ASKED ~/HETHER RU AL Af1E IC CAN SU VIVE S A 

VIABLE ECO' 0 IC E, TITY ~JHEN 650 ., 000 RURAL r~ERICA 'S LE .VE 

THE COUNTRYSIDE EACH YEAR ABA DOHl THEI R FAR ·.S ND LEA I J 

SMALL TOW S TO DIE? 

ARE YOU PLE~,SED THAT FEvJ Ar£ IC NS C ~ A FORD TO BE 

SICK BECAUSE HOSP ITAL COSTS H NE RISE' 122 PERCENT IN THE 

LAST 10 YEA. S? 
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DO YOU THINK v~E CAr 1-ALT AIR1 NO ISE ,ND H~.TER 

PO LLUTI O J-- 0\AJ THREATS TO OUR HEP.LTH A D LI VES--AND STILL 

EXPAND OUR I DUST JAL PRODUCTI ON ~. m MEET CONSU .ER DEMAflDS? 

HOW ARE WE GO I G TO P OV IDE THE 25 MILLI O 1EW JOBS 

IEEDED IN JUST 9 YEARS WHEJ OVE 5 1/2 !ILLI ON MER ICANS 

ARE UNH1PLOYED TODAY? 

THESE ARE JUST A FEW OF THE QUESTI O S YOU ·UST FACE 

JOW I THERE IS 0 'E ~10RE QUESTI OF I \~OU LD LI KE TO AS : 

AS YOUJG1 A ERICA IS IN HI H SCHOOL AfD COLLE E1 WHAT 

A E YOU DING TO DO TO ORROH ABOUT THESE PROBLE S AND THE 

FUTURE? 
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IT SEEMS TO rE THAT WE ARE TALKi rG ABOUT PUBLIC 

POLICIES FOR THE FUTU \E AND ATTITUDES OF rATION .L LEADERS . 

I BELIEVE T T YOU J . ·1E !CANS rJO LO J ~ E . \ H E TO PLEP.D 1 

PERSUADE OR I JFLUENCE POLICIES OR POLITIC L LEADE S. 

YOU G Af1ER I CP1NS JO\~ HAVE THE OTE . 

YOU ,·ow HAVE POTE TI AL POHE BECAUSE THE RE WILL BE 

25 r:n LLI 0 r.lEVJ VOTERS I· 1 1972. I THE E T ST TE OF 

PE 'SYL'AJ IA THEE ILL BE CLOSE TO 900 ~ 000 ELIGIBLE ~EW 

VOTERS . 

I USE THE PHPJ~SE POTENTI AL P0\4E, BEC USE POWER corES 

FRDr1 ORGAN I ZAT I o~J. 

YOU.lG PEOPLE IN Ar E ICA TODAY E mT ORG HZED . 
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THE BAi KERS ARE ORGA !ZED. 

THE F RNERS ARE ORGAN IZED. 

THE U IO JS ARE ORGANIZED . 

THE ELDERLY /\RE ORGAt' !ZED. 

WHY NOT THE YOUN ,? 

I'VE BEEJ IN POLITICS LONG ENOU H TO TELL YOU THAT 

FEW THINGS WILL FALL INTO YOUR L PS BY ME ELY W ~ TI NG OR 

viiSH I ~G THEM. 

YOU :UST DEfv10NSTRATE POLITICAL f1USC LE MD FI -HT FOR 

~mAT YOU v/ANT AND WHAT YOU BELIE E IS RIG T. 

STUDE HS r1UST BEGH' TO THI NK IN TER ,~S OF HOVJ TO CHA -E 

POLICIES AND ELECT LEADERS WHO WILL C E. BOUT THE ~ EEDS OF 

LL OF THE 93 rULLIO~ Ar1E .IC NS u· DE 25 YE S OF A ,E . 
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I BELIEVE YOU LIST OF IMMED IATE GOALS FOR YOU 'G 

PEOPLE I MIERI CA Sl OU LD I CLUDE : 

--A FREE ~UTRITI OUS LU CH FOR ALL SCHOOL CHILDRE. 

REGARDLESS OF I NCDr~E I 

--FEDE RAL Atm ST TE P OG Ar!IS OF CHILD CARE FOR NE\'J BORN 

AD THE VERY YOUtG IN EED . 

--JOBS NOH FO . ut E'iPLOYED TEENAGEI\S. THE Uf EMPLOYr E'H 

RATE FOR HH ITE TEE AGE S IS 13.5 PERCEr·T. BLACK TEENAGE 

UNEr ~PLOYf1E T IS AT A scA DALous LEVEL oF 33 .5 PERCE T. 

--A E D TO ILLITERACY IN ~E ,ICA. 

--EXPA' DED VOCATI O' L AID f1J\ I P0\1ER T ·~ I N I ~ PRO RM~1S FO 

YOU NG PEOPLE . 
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--JOBS FOR THE RETURN I NG IETI~Af'1 VETERANS . THEIR 

u-Eri1PLOYME~ T RATE rmH STA . ns AT 12 PERCErn . 

--JOBS FOR YOU~G TEACHERS ~ LAWYERS ~ Ef LISH 1 JO, S AND 

COLLEGE EDUCATED PEOPLE I ~ GE1 ERAL; U E~PLOYED PHD ' S ARE 

EVERYWHERE I 

--A 1 AT I 0 AL SYSTE ·1 OF VOTE , RE I STRATI ON FO FEDERAL 

ELECTIO S. 

--LAST -- PERHAPS f10ST I MPORTA T -- PEACE ··mvJ IN VIETNAM. 

THE GREATEST PURSUIT OF r-1Af KIND IS PEACE . Am~ AS POPE PP.UL 

HAS SAID ~ DEVELOP E~T IS THE EW PEACE -- AND DEVELOP ·E T 

MUST BE HERE AT HO ,E S WELL AS ABROAD . 
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IF vJE A ,E To HAVE PEP.CEFUL vJO LDJ v:E r~.usT START HERE . 

IF WE CA~ 'T GET ALO JG WITHE CH OTHERJ ~HAT ~AVES YOU THi fK 

~~E CAr~ GET ALO G HITH THE VIORLD? AND PE CE IS NOT JUST THE 

ABSENCE OF VIOLElCE AND WARJ IT IS THE P ESE lCE OF A HAR .01 Y 

OF LIFE. 

I vJANT Ar-1ERI CA TO BE K ~0~11 FOR OU cor~PASS I Of! . D 

Ur DERSTA DI JG -- i''OT FOR OUR HEALTH Am POWER . BUT \~E UST 

BEWARE oF Two vJORDS -- "HATE" Am "YESTERD Y." HATE Is A 

CA CE J Aim YESTERDAY IS GONE . Am HE vlUST RE ·1H BEP. TWO 

OT ER HORDS -- "LOVE" AND "TOMORROVJ ," LOVE IS UNDERSTAfiD INGJ 

TOLERA ~ CEJ AND HU~lAN DI GN ITY, AND TO.~ORROvJ IS THE FUTURE --

AND THAT'S WHAT IT'S ALL ABOUT. EACH ENE, ATIO J HELPS 
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TO BU ILD THIS COUNTRY--YOU r1UST LEAR ~EH WAYS TO BUILD 

A D CLEAR AWAY THE DEBRIS. 

WE MUST FORGE A EAD -- TO BU ILD A SOCIETY OF JUSTICE 

AND DECE CY. A SOCIETY WHE E THE OLD RE CARED FOR1 WHERE 

THE YOU1 G RE IVEJ OPPORTU ITY1 AJD WHERE THOSE IN THE 

FULL ESS OF LIFE HAVE A CHAJCE TO ~ KE A CO TRIBUTION TO 

THE BU ILD! JG OF A BETTER SOCIETY . 

THAT's r·lY MESSt-\GE To You At'D LET r·1E TELL You -- r T 's 

I I YOUR HA~DS . UN LESS YOU 1 AKE THE BEST OF IT1 YOU 'LL GET 

THE ORST OF IT. WE rUST MOVE FORWA D -- 0, WE WILL ONLY 

rOVE BACK . WE f1UST ACH IEVE OUR PRDr·1ISE AND OUR D E 

TO 1AKE A1ERICA THE L ST BEST HOPE OM E .RTH. 
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