
000239 

REMARKS BY SE ATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

TOWl HALL 
:':JIP:IIl!M, CALIFORNIA 
lor A"IFt,Ef 

I 

MAY 30, 1972 



000240 

~EVERY PFRSON WHO LIVES IN CALIFORNIA IS SOMEHOW 

AFFECTED BY THE MASSIVE WELFARE SYSTEM OF THIS STATE. 

THERE'S NO GETTING AROUND IT~HE CITIZENS OF THIS STATE 

EITHER PAY THE COST OF WELFARE OR RECEIVE ITS BENEFITS . 

THE \~ELF ARE SYSTEM TOUCHES EVERYONE_. 

~AND CALIFORNIA HAS THE NATION 'S NUMBER ONE WELFARE 

PRORLEM,{_THERE ARE MORE PEOPLE ON ELFARE IN CALIFORNIA 

THAN IN ANY OTHER STAT~~AND MORE IS SPENT BY CAlIFORNIA 

TA2eA~ERS ON WELFARE THAN BY CITIZENS OF ANY OTHER STATE 

IN THE UNION ., 

~S A CANDI ATE AND AS YOUR PRESIDEN~ I WANT TO 

TACKLE THE PROBLEM OF WELFARE IN A COMPASSIONATE AND 

REASONABLE WAY . 

~HE PEOPLE WANT AN ANS~ER TO THIS WELFARE MESS . 

THEY EXPECT A MA HO ANTS TO BE PRESIDE T OF THE 
WE"t~ARc 

U ITED STATES TO HAVE A REALISTIC~ SENSIBLE PROGRAM ~ 
1\ • 

\+itt EN~ TilE lcfELfA~E flllfHAfiiE~ 
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TODAY) I WANT TO DO T~O THINGS. 

I. I WANT TO OUTLINE A REASONE~ SOUND WELFARE 

PROGRAM -- ONE THAT WILL MEET THE NEEDS OF THOSE WHO 

TRULY RE UIRE HELPJ WHILE AT THE SAME TIME NOT INCREASE 

TAXES ON THE MIDDLE INCOME FAMILIESj 

~AND) I WANT TO MATCH MY PROGRAMJt AGAINST SENATOR 

McGOVER 'S WELFARE PROGRA .~ W T TO PUT THESE TWO 

PROGRAM BEFORE THE PEOPLE OF CALIFORNIA SO THAT THEY WILL 

SEE THAT THERE IS A DIFFERENCE~ ... 
THE PEOPLE OF CALIFORNIA HAVE A RIGHT TO ASK: 

--WHAT IS SENATOR McGOVERN 'S TRUE ELFARE PROGRAM? 

THE FACT IS -- HE HAS TWO PROGR8MS AlD BOTH MEAN 

HIGHER TAXES FOR MIDDLE INCOME FAMILIES. 

~ SENATOR McGOVERN) ON J LY 29) 1971) INTRODUCED A 

WELFARE BILL IN THE UNITED STATES SE ATE. THIS PROGRAM 

WILL PUT 104 MILLION PERSONS ON THE WELFARE ROLLS AND 

ACCORDING TO THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE) IT WILL COST 

A~RICAN TAXPAYERS $72 BILLIONA -
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~THIS BILL WILL PROVIDE A $6,500 GUARANTEED ANNUAL 

INCOME FOR EVERY AMERICAN FAMILY OF FOUR. 

t...IN OUR DEBATE LAST SUNDAY, SENATOR McGOVERN CLAI MED 
.tiN('£" 

THAT THIS WAS NOT HIS PROPOSAL;s 1111 TIIPJ HE INTRODUCED THIS 

LEGISLATION AT THE RE UEST OF A WELFARE GROUP~ 

J;1E ~.ns ~QNE~ 11~ €AN~I9T IIP.V~ IT iQTW ~JAY~, liE EI"FIIER 

9tiPP8RfS IT., FAVB~ TilE $72 lHL.liO~ ~~li~PP,RE LE61S~li8N., QR 

-;1[ B8ES,PT S~PPQRT IT A~l~ Wi: SWOIILJ) ~OT HAVE INIRODIICED IL 

8~if I WANT T~ :el! FAI f+\ 
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wov 'f"N~ A~NDtJIVl'IJ Aw'4 f'vltlrl.•f PIJAVtl~l"l> 

1 
jf~ENATOR McGOVERN HAS 

J.( J,f i 1- 11/I../,/IIV f8 OfttA L h4 cA~ Aw" 
• ~~M~& +~FOCUS ON HIS SECOND WELFARE PROPOSAL, ,~.THAT 

IS WHAT I WILL EXAMINE TODAY. 
I NFW 
~ACCORDING TO SENATOR MCGOVERN'SAPROPOSALJ EVERYBODY 

IN THE UNITED STATES WILL GET A $1JOOO WELFARE CHECK FROM 

THE UNITED STATES TREASURY. 

AS HE SAID ON MAY 25, 1972:(!.-&fA. '8h.•~tJ'"frl)} 
"IT WOULD 'T MAKE ANY IFFERE CE WHAT YOUR INCOME 

WASJ YOU'D STILL GET THAT $1JOOO A PERSON". <LIZ DREW SHOW) . 

~REGARDLESS OF YOU~E 'J REGARDLESS OF HOW MUCH 

I THINK THE PEOPLE OF CALIFORNIA HAVE A RIGHT TO 

KNOW SOME FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEMS WITH THIS SCHEME. 

FIRST - THE COST. 
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ON OUR SUNDAY DEBATE) SENATOR McGOVERN SAID) "I 

HAVE PROPOSED NOTHING IN THE WAY OF ELFARE REFORM OR 

DEFENSE REFORM OR FULL EMPLOYMENT OR ANYTHING ELSE WITHOUT - --
PROVIDING A METHOD FOR FINANCING IT". 

YET) HE REFUSES TO TELL THE PEOPLE OF CALIFORNIA 

HOW MUCH HIS ELFARE SCHE E ILL COST OR WHO WILL 

PAY How r~ucH. 

HE HAS SAID HE DOESN 'T HAVE AN "EXACT ESTIMATE ON 

THIS PROPOSAL". 

I FINn THTS STATEMENT UNBELIEVABLE. 

MAYBE I CAN HELP ALL OF US DETERMINE THE APPROXIMATE 

COST OF HIS PROGRAM TO THE TAXPAYERS. 

STMPLF ARITHMETIC TELLS US THAT $1)000 PAID TO 

EVERY MAN) WOMAN) AND CHILD I THF UNITED STATESJ TIMES 210 

MILLION AMERICANS) EQUALS $210 BILLION . 

I AM ELL AWARE THAT SENATOR McGOVERN DOES NOT INTEND 

FOR THE TREASURY TO LOSE $210 BILLION. 

HE OES HAVE SOME SUGGESTIONS AS TO HOW THE TREASURY 
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MIGHT GET SOME OF IT BACK. HERE ARE A FE~: 

--HE SUGGESTS ELIMINATING EVERY TAXPAYER'S PERSONAL 
HE J'AYS 

EXEMPTIO OF $750. THIS ACTJ Ul ISE AS IT ISJ~WOULD BRING 

$63 BILLION BACK INTO THE TREASURY . Eve"" 14.1'Jvi11N6 ~tJif rHl" 
11 o11£"'r- rHAr THIS Dou/Jr~vl. FI,VR.E' IJ cotttt"cr1 

SENATOR McGOVERN'S PROGRAM NOW COSTS $147 BILLION . 

--HE SUGGESTS SCRAPPING THE PRESENT ~·~ELF ARE SYSTEM. 

THAT WOULD RETURN $7 BILLIO I TO THE TREASURY. 

~OW SE ATOR McGOVERN'S PROPOSAL WO ULD COST $140 

BILLION. 

--FROM THIS POINT} HE MAKES SUGGESTIONS BUT DOESN'T 

SPECIFY DOLLAR AMOUNTS THAT COULD BE RETUR~ED TO THE TREASURY. 

FOR EXAMPLE} HE SAYS MONEY FROM THE SOCIAL SECURITY TRUST 
-c::r 

FUND MIGHT BE USED TO FINANCE THIS $1}000 WELFARE GIVEAWAY 

~O;RAM. - W..:JJP. -
~ I AM OPPOSED TO TAMPERI NG WITH THE SOCIAL SECURITY 

SJSTEJ1 ./.. I BELIEVE THIS IS CONTRARY TO THE BEST INTERESTS OF 

20 MILLION AMERICANS NOW RECEIVING SOCIAL SECURITY} AND TO 
,- ~ ZCI 
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- ::;:c:t :tn:JJ,.;"" .u, L 4&4(,.. ~~ 
~ 4j 4-N-t , ~ ~I#.AM ...... "-
~HE REST OF US WHO HOPE TO BE BENEFICIARIES OF THIS SYSTEM ~~~ 

THE UESTIO NOW IS.- WHO PAYS T~;~~BilLION BILL? 

ECONOMISTS TELL ME THAT THE GOVERNMENT CAN BE 

EXPECTED TO RECOUP A MAXIMUM OF ABOUT $25 BILLION IN EXCESS 

INCOME TAXES RESULTING FROM THE ADDITIONAL INCOME THE McGOVERN 

GIVEA\~AY PUTS IN THE TAXPAYER'S HANp~ 

.. ~HIS STILL LEAVES $l~ILLIO . 

SENATOR McGOVERN SAYS THAT HE WILL LET THE RICH AND 
~"' .::t-..... ., --( H~ 

THE BIG CORPORATIONS PAY FOR THIS COST. • ~Ae/U~~ 
AFrnr L. Atr '-'~FI( -... 

B T ~ SOME B ISINESSMEN CRITICIZED HIMJ HE PLACED 
1\ 

A FULL PAGE AD IN THE WALL STREET JOURNALJ IN 1H ICH HE 

RETREATED FROM HIS EARLIER POSITION! OF INCREAS ING THE 
A~ FFF~r1vr 

CORPORATE TAX RATE FROM 48 TO 52 PERCENT. 
J\ 

SO APPARENTLY HE DOES OT \ANT CORPORATIONS TO PAY 

FOR THIS $11( BILLION . 

AGAIN J I WANT TO ASK -- WHO PAYS THE BILL? 

THE A~S\ER NO IS~ THE I DIVIDUAL TAXPAYER-- YOU 

AND I I 
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SENATOR McGOVERN'S EXPERTS~ HOWEVER~ DO NO~ ACCEPT 

MY FIGURES OF ABOUT A $l~BILLION ADDITIONAL COST TO THE 
1'1/Ar 

AMERICAN TAXPAYER. AT A SPECIAL BRIEFINGA HIS EXPERTS HELD 

FOR THE PRESS LAST SATURDAY ON THE McGOVEru ~ WE LFARE SCHEME~ 

SOME OF THEM SAID THAT THE TOTAL FIGURE WOULD BE $60 BILLION. 
A~D LET V.S Do SO FOR A H~E..,T. 

EVEN IF WE ASSUME THE Jrtoee!IR:1i@: McGOVERN FIGURfi~A J .rrA,, tlt '0 tJIUieJ,_ '\ 

1 MAVe A ~IIIflr' ~ SE ATE FINANCE COMr~ITTEE \11.11 TELLS 

~HAT THE ADDED COST TO THE AMERICA TAXPAYE~CAN BE 

TRANSLATED INTO THESE HUMA TERM~: 

--TO THE SI~GLE SECRETA~/ LIVING IN SAN FRANC ISCO~ 

MAKING $81000 A YFARI THF COMMITTEE ~AY~ THE McGOVERN PIAN 

MEANS AN INCREASED TAX OF $56Y. --~~~~ .1 ~ 1 
~~~~7~~-•-AW~~.~~~ 

I THE UNMARRIED PERSO~SUFFFRS MOST UNDFR SENA 

McGOVFRN'S PLAN. 
OF ~fiVf( _I A __ • _/Y 

--TO A FAMIL~ IJVTNr, TN J.H~ MAKTNG $12)000 

A YEAR~ THE McGOVERN PROPOSAL WOU LD INCREASE THEIR INCOME TAX 

BY $409. -
--TO A FAMTLY MAK T r, $15~0001 LIVING ~ ....... ·--··-·· 
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OHAfdfilE Cft!!fff't.~ THE McGOVER WFLFARE TAX OULD BE $588. 

f... THE SENATF COMMITTEE CALCIILATFD THESE FIGURES FROM 

RASIC DATA PROVIDE RY SENATOR McGOVERN'S OWN PROPOSAl\ 

L... IT'S CLFAR THAT THF Me OVE RN $1,000 EIJARE SCHEME 

PUTS THE BURDEN OF PAYI NG FOR WELFARf WHERE IT HAS ALWAYS 

BEEN - ON THE MIDDLE INCOME -
THE COST IS SIMPLY NBE LIEVARLE. RUT THERE ARE 

OTHER SERIOUS FLAWS IN HIS APPROACH. 
f'N£ ~ t"f( Vttt f",tt cwr 

WHAT HAPPENS TO WORK PilE B'CPITJ\'i iQ 'IQRI( THAT 
" 

MUST BE A PART OF A WELFARE SYST~M? 
-1 

SENAf8R f1e6QVER~J '6 PR8P88ALS ~~ f~~f 84'JE N+Y 

·U"k~ITIVfi 10 WORK I~!R~ :O~~& ~IQ ~YITARL~ WQRI< RE8~I REr1ENTS 

HI II IS PR8P88Ab 

HE SAYS THAT U ER HIS SCHEME ~ 'll'ELFARE lS API 

"A~T~~lATI e ~Y~TI!r:t • 

"THERE WOU LD BE NO RE UIREMENT TO WO RK ANYMORE THAN 

THERE IS NOW A REQU IREMENT TO WORK . YOU CAN'T FORCE SOMEBODY 

TO WORK IF THEY DON'T WANT TO WO RK". 
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RUT IF PEOPLE Jtf~ 'ff"@((PIEDJ A.~D THERE ARE JOBS 
1 

THEY SHOULD \ORK AND NOT RECEIVE A $1 ~ 000 ELFARE BENEFI T. 
,._ N~ THE''( WA ,..r,- ltJ IV d R t . 

SENATOR McGOVERN 'S SCHEME IS A SHARE THE ~ 

B~~:.~~~~;e;-J -
FI ALLY~ UNDER SENATOR McGOVERN s: PROPOSALJ THE 

OVER SOOJOOO BLIND ~ DISABLED~ AND AGED CALIFORNIANS WHO NOW 
8£ WtJff.tr fiFF rHAw 

RECEIVE PUBLIC ASSISTA CE1 WOU LD UNDER THE 

PRESENT WELFARE SYSTEM. 

~ RIGHT NO 1 THEY RECEIVE ON AN A~RAGE OF $178 A MONTH , 

UNDER SENATOR McGOVERN'S PROPOSAL~ THEY WOULD GET 
H IJ' fJ /AI.!' 

$11000 A YEAR~ OR $85 A MOITH --~ WOULD TAKE AWAY $93 A 

MONTH FROM EVERY AGED~ BLIND~ AN DISABLED PERSON~ DEPENDENT 

ON PUBLIC ASSISTANCE IN CALIFOR IA
1 

Vw,FI$ THF rr~rF s-vlttF~EII"rl!J 
TH 1J P~'fAIE~'r FRtP1 1 r.J "~~ rA-x ~vi/ .JJ, 

THIS IS HARDLY REFORM. A D IT STRIKES AGAINST THOSE 

WHO CAN LEAST HELP THEMSELVES. 

IN CONTRAST TO SENATOR McGOVERN 'S PROGRAM~ LET ME 

OUTLINE MY PROPOSAL FOR WELFARE REFORM;-
• 
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l.-Lrs AIM IS TO END HUNGE5f TO STRE GTHEN THE FAMILY, 

TO CUT THE BUREAUCRACY AND RED TAPE} TO PROVIDE JOBS} 
------------~----~~ 

ELIMINATE FRAUD} AND TREAT RECIPIENTS AN TAXPAYERS FAIRLY4 -
FIRST} WE NEED AN IMMEDIATE 25 PERCENT INCREASE IN 

SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS , lWI~ ~~~~~~ INCREASE WILL K~Ea 

eli ~ILLI8ft ELBERLY A~1ERICANS ~fifi F'~~l IE ASSISTP:Nb!u :toa:CII~Dlbl6 

lQ liSlirtO,+!S; TillS 'tlllsJ. COST t'l "BILLIQN. 

SJAMP BUDGET} SO THAT WE COULD REALLY BEGIN TO WIPE OUT HUNGER 

IN THE UNITED STATES~ IN CALIFORNIA, THERE ARE AN ESTIMATED 

3~GJOOO HUNGRY CHILDREN AND 100}000 HUNGRY ADULTS. THE 

COST OF I CREASI NG OUR FOOD STAMP PROGRAM WOULD BE $600 

MILLION. 
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FOURJ I PROPOSE IMPORTANT AND FAR REACHING CHANGES 

I THE PRESENT WELFARE SYSTEM . 

--WE WILL SCRAP THE ENTIRE PRESENT SYSTEM . 

-- IT ~!ILL BE REPLACE WITH A •IELFARE PROGRAM PAID 

WILL NOT GO TO EVERY FAMILY IN THIS NATION . IT WILL BE 
~IRAf 

RESTRICTED TO THOSE IN NEE . THERE WILL BE ~~bH BUT 

FAIR SUITABLE WORK RE UIREMENTS . 

--WE ~IILL GUARD AGAI I T FRAUD AND DECEPTION THROUGH 

CAREFUL SCRUT INY OF THOSE ~HO APPLY, AND CONTI NUOUS REVIB~ OF 

THOSE WHO RECEIVE A BENEFIT, 

fiN" PittA!! v. MY WELFARE PROPOSAL WILL INCLUDE DAY 

CARE CENTERS AND EXPANDED JOB AND TRAINING PROGRAMS TO HELP 

PEOPLE GET OFF ELFARE . 
FIN~II.'f, ~Cif"' ctvtiA/.1.~ 1'4.Y I.F{/JtATI"E' fftJ{IfA~ 

,~, .,, ()r J J tJ4.f &y I'TI,., ,, ,. r~~~ THE ,.,,. 7'! .rer"r1 't 

,.,_, fl'v'tJ'~' Pv! ''C J"F1vlrl J16 ''''~rvlt/, ,.1Er. 
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~E: COST Qp TW IS FArH LY PRBBRAf'l \'/~~~ ~~ $:1:5' 

lHL.I.ION ~QislsPJ~£, NIB TilE 6881" SF filE ENTIRE P~CI<ABE FRQP4 

~ HI,R&9SE Ul £QbiP,L SEC~RITY TB 8\IERIIA~L 8F 8~R HELFAR~ 

SY~~!!"h HQYb~ ~~ le~££ TIIAN $25 BILLIQ~I. • 

THIS PROGRAM I HAVE OUTLINED IS RESPONSIBLE -- IT 

IS REALISTIC) AND CAN BE PASSED BY THE CONGRESS AND 

ACCEPTEn BY THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. 

IT PROVIDES NEEDED FINANCIAL RELIEF FOR THE 

HOMEOWNERS OF CALI FOR. lA RY FEDERALIZI G THE COSTS. IT 

PROVIDES HOPE FOR THE 1.5 MILLION CALIFORNIA JS ON WE LFARE 

AND IT DOES NOT CREATE A PERMANE T WELFARE POPULATION. 
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