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PLATFOm1 PROPOSALS 

OF 

SENATOR HUBERT H. HUl-1PHREY 

Today, perhaps more surely than at any other time in the 

past 40 years, we are faced with a crisis of confidence in our 

governmental institutions--

--A crisis of confidence in the believability and integrity 

of government; 

--A crisis of confidence in our government's willingness to 

understand the everyday problems and needs of people; 

--l\nd most imnortant of all, a crisis of confidence in the 

ability of government to act. 

This very week, a resnected national survey renorted a 

precinitious rise in t~e feelings of alienation among the American 

people over the past few years. 

On r-1onday, the Harris Survey reported a sharp increase in 

the numbe1.· of Americans ~vho believe that the people running the 

country don't really care ~-1hat happens to the average American or 

what the average American thinks. 

P1ost shocking of all, nearly 70% of those interviewed 

exPressed the belief that they were living in a political, social 

and economic system in which, inevitably, "the rich get richer 

and the Poor get noorer." 

We are faced with a situation of rising anger, discontent, 

fear, frustration, ra~·r group hostility and "'idespread hopelessness. 

Either we confront and deal with the root causes of these 

dangerous sym~toms or the very foundations of the institutions 

\'lhich have made this country great will be threatened. 

And the compelling reality of American politics nlaces an 

a\lresome share of the responsibility for confronting these problems 

upon this relatively modest-sized groun assembled here today. 

For the fact of the matter is that throughout our nation only one 

national political party has consistently fought for the average 

citizen of this country. And that party, the Democratic Party, 
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stands today as the only effective national force to deal ~·Ji th 

the fundantental problems tore face. 

~e are faced with a task of serious and historical proportions. 

It is the obligation of this committee, our convention, and 

the Party to fulfill that mandate effectively. 

}fuat are some of the elements in this crisis of confidence? 

It's a war that doesn't en . • 

It's a wife whose husband ~as been a prisoner of war for 

six years. 

It's cities rotting from within. 

It's a society in which our elderly feel neglected, the middle 

aged feel ignored, and the young feel :.;'r.,.~-r=ect:ive. 

It's a man ~Ji th a family TtJithout a job Ttlondering hm-r he 

\-.Jill pay the rent. 

It's a child in a land of plenty going to bed hungry. 

It's a tax system ~~.rh ich is unfair. 

It's a retired person cour. ting c--nt '-·? r '~ :~ nn:i.ec:: to -;;a.~ for 

an inadequate diet in a society vrhich too often says life is 

.over at age 65. 

It's t he fear of getting sick because it costs too much to 

get well. 

It's the thousands of kids standing on street corners, getting 

into trouble, going on druc;s because they cc:n 't find t-mrk. 

It's the young worker too often invisible and too often 

forgotten by a country that says a. college education is the only 

tqay to get ahead. 

It's millions of men and wonen 'i·JOrking in our mines and 

factories under unsafe and hazardous conditions because of a 

government that lacks the compassion and courage to enforce job 

safety laws. 

It's the fa~ily that is afraid to take an evening walk 

together. 

1\ll this . need not be. 

'·Je have the ability and the re r-:ources to change things, and 

shape the conditions which affect our lives. 

To do so ' >7e need only the ~"'ill and comm.itment to act. And, 

vre must chart a course to give us direction. 

This is our work today. 
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'1'1o testimon~{ in this >·)rief time can r> ('!erruc> t e: ly detail Hha.t 

must h e done. In a separ 0.te staterr'ent, I a:m pre.sentina to t his 

corn.m i ttee a. coTTlprehensive r: ro~r3J'T' o ·F action. 

Now let me highlin~t a fe~ o~ these a rea s . 

nur first order of husines s is to end the H'3.r in ~Tietnam. 

In 1972 t he De!nocrn.tic Pa.rt',7 rt1ust prepare a platfor:r"l. •·rhich 

sets an i m."Tled iate dead line for th'-; coMplete ,.,i thc'lranA.l of P.~erican 

troops ~rom VietnaFt; and the termination of all U.S. military 

operations in South Vietnamr Laos, and Canbodia contingent upon 

the release of American prisoners of ·ra r and an accounting of 

our personnel nissinq in action. 1 re rmst persistently pur sue a 

ceasefire throughout all Indochina usinq every possible diplo

mati c c hanne l includinc; the u s9 of the tJnited Nations. 

Af ter more than a decade of u.~. military assistance, 

it is clear ·that \'Ye hnve more t~an Fulfiller~ any cor.rni tment to 

Sout Vietnam. 

Pith a corn.rnH:rlent to entl.inq our mil itary operation~ in 

Indochina should co!'1e a parallel con~itrn.ent to a coT'!lprehGnsive 

revieu of ~~erican defense posture. The aoal s of this analysis 

should be . 

- - Pevie•1J all 7\merica n conni trnents to deter!'!ine t-lhich of 

those remain in our n~tional interest. 

- --Reduce American b ases overseas • 

. , ... ,J -,:! t io'·~n our t op heavy corn.P'land structure c:md increase 

the p roportion of effective comhat troopQ to ~upoort troops. 

- -Establish a long term d efense p lan to provide for U.S. 

national security and at the s ame ti~e enhance u.s. foreign 

, olicy. 

---·- ~axi.mize and modernize the efficien~v of our <'H1'1ed forces 

ann our total defense capabilitie~. 

··- He fori"\ acquisition and procure!"1ent f'lrocedures to reduce 

enormous cost overruns and improve competition for nefense 

contracts 

··-Concentrate on the pursuit 0f arrnaTl"ents lirni tations and 

disarmament aqreed upon by nuclear a.nd ron-nuclear po~,,ers 
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This revie~ r must take p lace before de tailed budqet decisions 

can he made. Cur defense . ud0et can take reduction~. There is 

~ ,raste and dupl ication. I have previouqly r:ugge~ted tha t reasonable 

reductions that •rould not impair our ~efense capab ilities ~ould 

he in t h e range of $12 bi llion. ~his fiqure has also heen recom

mende~ by the Proo¥ing;.: Institutions. Cuts beyond thi s ranqe 

without co~parable reductions in the Soviet Union's defense 

structure would not ~e realistic nor responsible. 

The Democratic Party has an obliqation to establi~h the 

programs and policies t hat Hill put Am~ricans bc.ck to •r!or)< and 

our nation back on its feet. The Mixon econonic policies have 

given the merican people t~e highest une~ployment in a decade, 

the highest inflation rate in t~vo decades, the highe~t budcret 

deficits in four decades, the hiqheqt trade deficits in eight 

decades and t he hiqhest interes t rate in 100 years. Combined, 

these ~epublican economic failures have broucrht hardship and 

tragedy to ~illions of ~erican fa~ilies. 

The goal of the Democratic Party must ~e the creation of 

johs and Meaningful vJOrk. The :rir.Jht to a jol) must become an 

accepted economic and social principle. T:!:l2.t 5 percent unernploy

':1'\ent or 4 million Americans ~-ri thout jot-,s is acceptable· Must be 

totally rejected by the party ~·!l)ich renresents the ·~A•orking families 

of this nation. 

I have submitted proposals to the Committee callinq for the 

creation of at least a one million jo"' puhlic service employment 

program, a special youth employment p roq ram, retention of the 

investment tax credit and the creatirm of prograll's to deal t•!i th 

unemployment among highly skilled persons. ~ 

Jobs are one half of the economic equation. 

Controlling inflation is the other half. 

T·Te must have a price and ,.,age stahilization r.echo.nis'!TI that 

is ~ air, efficient and an advocate of the public interest--not 

o. :.::nt-.ber stamp for corporate business. Stiff prosecution for 

price violators and p rice rnllb.~ck~ ,.,.h.,...,.~ ~">""c""'"'"" a. J..y dre important 
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Fairness ~ust also be carried to our tax ~ystem. 

The A!i'eri can Tax syste:-1. i s rigged r1c;ain~t the T·rorking 

families of this country. 

Bec ause ~;1e have reducen Federal income taxes in recent 

years, the regressive payroll, s~les an0 property taxes have 

taken larger and larger amount~ fro~ the taxahle inco~~~ of 

~rking families. 

The Mirldle-income fumilies are ~einq increasinalv taxed 

t-ri th regresc;i ve payroll an0 f:alef': taxes Phile 0.ia.nt cory>orations 

and the privileged fe "{, • escape paying t:,.eir fair share. 

Since the Nixon Administration has hlatantly refuf:ed to 

endorse tax re:t:orn this year, onr party h :=ts a s ecial obligation 

to make 2 firm and realistic commitment to tax refer~. 

J.t a miniP.'Ium, the e . c:;entials of the Democratic Party's tax 

reform program ~ust be : 

·- ·· P.eviet.r the tax code tvith the objective of eliminating 

those special tax privileqes ·-1hich J}ermit the wealthy fe~'' and 

the ~iant corporations to avoid payinq t heir ~air shnre. 

- - By closing tax loopholes ~e can Make available fun~c; to 

local are<'l.s to rec"luce suhstantially thP. ho:rnem·,ner' s prooerty tax 

burden 

- ·-Revising t he ~ocial security systeM to cut oayroll taxes 

--Simplification of all tax fon1s an0 l;)roceoures 

- - Flirnination of Federal tax liahility for tho~P. people 

tr.'i th poverty level incomes. 

--Creation of a tax structure which ~ill not inhibit invest

ment or limit the incentive to earn. 

An extra effort must he made to create a progressive tax 

system at every level of oovernment. 

A progressive tax structure is not only f~ir but it can be 

used to achieve a ~ore equitarle distribution of income nmong 

all Americans. The increasingly regressive na ture of the American 

tax structure is leadinq to unfair concentr~tion of r-realth and a 

aro~,ring tax burden on I!\iddle income pers<"'ns. 
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Another goal of our party rnur.:;t he em effecti ve reform of 

the public a~r.:;istance system. 

r·Ie must have a '·relfare system t~at treats recipients and 

taxoayers fairly . To do this we rnust scrap the present systeM 

and recognize Helfare as a national pror lem demanding national 

ansters and national financin~ . 

I-re re i s 'That I believe ve f!1Us t do to a ssure t hat conpas

sionate a i d for t hose in need is provided. 

- Federalize t he cost of ~elfare. 

--Set uniform eliqibility standards and n rovide a. basic 

level of a ssi s tance f or thoqe in nee~. 

- -. ~a intnin the incentive to t-<0rl-' h • providina jobs and job 

training alonq .,.rith t he estah li s~'l"'lent of a suitahle t•rork require

ment for recipients. 

·-Establish a nationtn!ide sys tem of child day care and 

development centers and conduct an extensive effort to broaden 

the food s tamp program to every county in Arr.erica. 

--Begin an effort to lift 5 million elderly Arnericans out 

of poverty through increases in the Social Security and Old Age 

Assistance ? rograms . 

I an opposerl to s ubsti tutincr a vast na.tiona l incorn.e 

redi s tribution schema for a truly e f~ective and proaressive 

public assi~tanc~ prooram. 

To aid those in need must he our goal. I do not believe that 

in orrler to achieve this goal ,.re r:tust provide a ll J\rnericans-

regardless of their t·Yealth--•·Yith an income c:rrant. 

To adop t a progra~ of inco'l"'!e grants for all Americans to 

insure assi s tance for those in need i~ unnecessa.ry. It ''Till 

substantially increase the tax ryurden for middle income Americans 

and will be a s erious liahility to the Democratic Party. 

Finally, the platform of the DeMocratic Party Nould be 

tragically deficient if it ignored the needs of 70 percent of 

the peo~le livin~ in urban and suburban Aroerica. 
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It ~hould be the qoal of t his Pl~tf.orm to fo~u~ on ~treet 

level govern~ent, to maintain tne inte0rity of. neinhhorhooos, 

to establish certain 1:--asi c service~ for our cities, to provide ne,·r 

financin~ mechani sms and to ~lan t he u~e of our re~ources through 

a J'1ational Gro•·rth and Developl"lent Policy. 

I have offered a detailed plan and legislative proqram 

"lhich includes a ~-:el l funned revenue sharing progra!n and a 

National Do~estic Development Bank to enable cities and conmunities 

to move ahead on a Hide range of urgently needed public construction 

funded by long ter~ loans. 

··re can't solve the prohle!"''s of this countrv •,Ji t hout solving 

t he problems of urban Airerica. And, the difficultie~ confrontin<J 

urban America· are due in part to t he J"lass ~iqration of rural 

AMericans to the urban a reas. ~he ryemocratic narty must commit 

itself to the revitalization of rural and urhan ~Merica. They 

are inseparable. There is no re lief for one without helP for 

t he other. ''1e simply must :move tm·'a.rds an ur'ban-rural bale.nce. 

And part of this cowmitrnent must i elude a Hillingness to 

use olanning to meet our future needs. The Democratic Party 

Platform must outline the creation of structures and policies 

in Congress, the F.xecutive P,ranch and at all levels of government 

t hat T:Jill enab le us to tetter ~hape and crive direction to our 

natirmal grm"tl1. 

Let me be brutally frank. 

The De~ocratic Party today stan0.s in its Most precarious 

position since the da.ys of Frank lin "Q.oos~vel t. A ~e'J?uhlican 

OP? Osition, alterna tely fannina and feedinq upon, the frustrations 

of the American people stands rendy and actively poise~ to 

decimate the Democratic coalition. 

l\nd make no mistake about t:rhat t~is M.eang. 

Permanent qepublican dominance in this country :means not 

on~y an end to Meaningful proqress in the ~umanization of life in 

AMerica ~ it means, in many inportant area~, "turnincr the clock 

back." 

r•!e have already had that experience. 
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To those '~o did not elieve this in 1 969 , J ~!te ~erely 

happenec1 to 1\Merica dur i nq the na.st. tl, ree-c:mrl ··one-half years in 

the area of johs, ai~ -to -the cities, an~ help to the noor and 

under·p r i vileqeo . 

Per:n1anent Pepuhlican dol""' inance means qovernmP.nt 'iP.rm?nentlv 

fastened to t 11e intere-:;t s of the nrivilerred fevr. 

It means government of the 1:-irr money, hy the hig Money, Rn0 

for the b i g ~oney. 

I t Means a societ~, in i·'h ich the rich c:ret 1'1nre anCl. t he rest 

of us get less. It neans a widenin7 nap het~~en ~rivate affluence 

and oublic povertv. 
4 • .). 

It Means a society in Jhich puhlic services will fail to 

keep ~ace trith pub lic needs . 

nd let us not forget the deva~tatinq i~~ lication~ for many 

Americans nf another four yeRrR n~ "e~ublican n1lP. 

~~any nell educated, f'l.icidle clas c:: neJ"lo~rn.ts Ma;• T·•ell have tPe 

canahili ti~s, skills ann. notential inco"'le to ~race fully r'\h"'ort) 

t he i""'? lications of a seeminCTlV "r; lorir.ns, " ireolor:dca llv- · ns:.i rer"l 

defeat at the hands of the ~eryublicans. qut MillionR of other 

l ess fortunate Americans do not. 

For t;rh ile s ome affluent nemocratR t-rill lJe ahle t0 ride out 

another four years of Repu~lican rule, t he cost to millions of 

other fellow citizens will e painfully igh and to many, 

irremediab l e . 

To s oMe, four roore years of Pepuhlican rule rn.ay mean a 

lifetime debility due to the loc:;s of a c 1<mce to participate in 

the Heacstart Proqrarn, or the loss of an opportunity for hiqher 

education. 

?or some, Nixon ~epuhlican rule \•ill mean uneJ"l.r;>loyJTlent l·rhere 

there could have heen a jo~ ••• and for other~, Pepublican rule 

couln even mean the a .sence of an~auate su~tenance ~here there 

could have r een inco~e. 

To ensure our success in the face of this threat, the 

Democratic Party and its platfor~ comMittee nust re~eMber that 

the strenqth of the De~ocratic Party since the days of ~ranklin 
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Roosevelt has resided in our a b ility to p ut together coalitions 

wh ich form majorities . 

Thi s is t he necessary, inevitable, and unending arithmetic 

of democracy. 

He h ave l-\een a b le to n a s s legisla tion in civil rights, aio 

to the poor ~nd need y, leqi s lation in health care, e ducation and 

hous ing, legi s lation for youth in ne8d and t~e elderly, for 

c i ties and for t he farme r, o n l y h ecauc:;e r·•e have bee n a hroad 

coalition party .•• and not t h e p arty of any s in~le, narro~, 

ideological, s ocial or ~olitical elite . 

Every votin<; survey o f t he pa~ t 3n ve ;)_rc:; ho.c:; clearl' oe!'l<>u 

strated that the u nderlying h a s is of Democratic streng th in 

America ··-indeed , t he very reason, ~-'•hy He h ave been t he majority 

party and t h e ~epublicans have lon0 h een reduced to minority 

status - --is tha t the Democra t i c Pa rty has been vie t-red h y a Majority 

of Americans as t he party whic~ rep r e sents the averag e American 

~,1orking family . 

And t~i s much is clear : I f the Democratic Party falls into 

the hands of any narro~· , ideolog ical elite: if it focuses its 

concern on ~atter s of inte rest to only a hannful of the privilecred 

or if it neg lectc:; the day- to-nay concerns of the rnanv, then t he 

long and s crupulously planne d, "emernino Peou~lican majority " 

m~y well h e upon us. 

I have spent a lifetime finhting the forces of reaction in 

thi s country, and I ~~rill fight r·•ith all my strenCTth to prevent 

this from happeninry. 

~·-7e have all fouq ht too lonq a nd hard for progress and human 

dignity in 1\rnerica to allot·! this country to he envelooed ':ly t!'le 

forces of reaction, racic:;m and p rivilege. 

I hope that the platform committee approaches its serious 

deliberations with these considerations very much in mind . 

Thank you. 
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