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NATIONAL PRESS CLUB 

JUNE 29, i.972 

THREE WEEKS AGO En MUSKIE CAME HERE TO SAY 

THAT HE WAS NOT WITHDRAWING FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL 

RACE, 

IN THE SOUTH. IN THE MEANTIME I'VE BEEN OUT VISITING 

WITH GEORGE WALLACE, 

BuT I HAVE NOT ASKED GEORGE WALLACE TO RUN 

BEAT ME TO IT. 

AND WHILE GEORGE McGOVERN HAS BEEN REWRITING AND 

~' 
REVISING HIS PLATFORM~ I'VE BEEN BUSY GETTING MY POLICIES 
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WRITTEN INTO THE DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM. 

~IN INDIANA WHERE A CANDIDATE WASN'T ON THE BALLOT, 

HE GOT 5 DELEGATES, AND IN CALIFORNIA WHERE OVER 

l MILLION, 350 THOUSAND VOTED FOR A CANDIDATE, IT 

APPEARS HE GETS NO DELEGATES, SUCH IS THE REFORM 

IN THE PAST FEW YEARS THERE HAS BEEN A SHARP RISE IN THE 

FEELING OF ALIENATION AMONG THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AND IN THEIR 

BELIEF THAT THE PEOPLE RUNNING THE COUNTRY DON'T REALLY 

CARE WHAT HAPPENS TO THEM, ~ 
~ A DECIDED MAJORITY ALSO STATED THAT WE ARE LIVING 

IN A POLITICAL, SOCIAL, AND ECONOMIC SYSTEM IN WHICH, ...... 
INEVITABLY,"THE RICH GET RICHER AND THE POOR GET POORER," 

~IT IS NOT EXAGGERATION TO SUGGEST THAT DECISIONS 

BEING MADE IN JUNE AND JULY THIS YEAR MAY WELL DETERMINE 
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THE DIRECTION AND COURSE OF AMERICAN POLITICS AND PUBLIC 

POLICY FOR YEARS TO COME. 

THE PATTERN OF REPUBLICAN PERFORMANCE DURING THE PAST 

THREE AND A HALF YEARS INDICATES THAT THE ESSENTIAL DIFFERENCES 

BETWEEN THE TWO NATIONAL POLITICAL PARTIES REMAIN. 

FoR IT IS A SIMPLE FACT -- NOT MERELY A PARTISAN 

CLAIM -- THAT IN THE REALITIES OF OUR SYSTEM AND ITS 

OPERATION, THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY HAS BEEN -- AND IS --

THE ONE PARTY WHOSE ROOTS GO DEEPLY INTO THE STRUCTURE OF 

THIS SOCIETY. 

IN THESE TIMES -- AND BEFORE -- THE DEMOCRATIC 

PARTY 

PARTICIPATION,-Iifl2' POLITICAL MEANING TO ALL THAT VAST -~ 

FORM THE AMERICAN ELECTORATE. 
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NoT MER Y AT THE WHITE HoUSE, BUT AT EVERY 

THE SYSTEM - IN CONGRESS, 

THE 

REPRESENTATIVE 

GOV tmln .• J 

Bur THE QUESTION IS: ARE WE MOVING, IN THE DEMOCRATIC 

PARTY, TO BROADEN OUR OWN .COALITION?L:ARE WE ~y 
REACHING OUT -- WITH THE REFORMS OF THE DEMOCRATIC -
PARTY WHICH WE HAVE UNDERTAKEN -- TO THOSE WHO SHOULD 

BE WITH US? 

~ HAVE THESE PARTY REFORMS BROUGHT INTO OUR INNER 

COUNCILS THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN UNDER-REPRESENTED? 

) I SAY THE ANSWER IS "No :I AND. IS NOT TO ""' , ... 
CONDEMN WHAT WE HAVE ~~ BUT TO POINT UP WHAT REMAINS 

TO BE DONE TO MAKE OUR PARTY MORE RESPONSIVE AND RESPONSIBLE, 
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~PROVIDING FAIR REPRESENTATION TO WOME~ BlAC~S 
AND YOUTH WAS AN IMPORTANT AND NEEDED ADVANCE, - .. 
LIT WAS A BADLY NEEDED FIRST STEP, UT IT IS NOT 

~ --
ENOUGHl \~E NEGLECTED TO BRING IN OTHER GROUPS ..... J..ii.., ~ 

~~M&.IH,t"~• ~-- · ~ I 
~No PROVISIONS WERE MADE BY OUR PARTY REFORMERS TO 

ASSURE ADEQUATE REPRESENTATION TO BLUE COLLAR WORKING 

FAMILIEs---tG ~ ~fH-I,_t..,.-ftl.f'. ~I 
~EITHER WAS THERE ANY EXPLICIT EFFORT TO ASSURE 

~lili==:ij,( SURELY ADEQUATE REPRESENTATION FOR 

NO OTHER AGE GROUP IN OUR SOCIETY HAS SUCH A CLEAR 

COMMONALITY OF NEEDS AND INTERESTS, 

As FOR YOUT~ SOME REFORMERS FElL INTO THE TRAP OF 

BELIEVING THAT COLLEGE YOUTH REPRESENTED ALL AMERICAN 

YOUNG PEOPLE.l..J..o A GREAT EXTENT, THE "INVISIBLE YOUTH" IN 

OUR FACTORIES, SHOPS AND ON OUR FARMS (OFTEN OVERLOOKED 

BY THE MEDIA AS WELL) WERE IGNORED, 
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~FRANKLY, I DO NOT BELIEVE IN QUOTA SYSTEMS, 

BuT SINCE THE PARTY HAS ADOPTED THEM, LET'S NOT STOP WITH 

A SELECTED FEW GROUPS AND EXCLUDE OTHERS WITH AT LEAST 
w • 

EQUAL RIGHTS TO REPRESENTATION, 

~BEYOND THE QUESTION OF GUARANTEED REPRESENTATION IN 

OUR PART~ THE NEW PROCEDURES AT CAUCUSES AND 

CONVENTIONS HAVE RAISED MORE FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS 

OF DEMOCRATIC ACCESS, 

~Do THESE NEW RULES TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE FACT THAT 

NOT ALL PEOPLE HAVE THE TIME, THE MONEY,THE ENERGY ..,...,. 
TO PARTICIPATE EFFECTIVELY IN CAUCUS ACTIVITIEsir 

J THE FACT Is THEY DO Nor / THIS YEAR's EXPE,RIENCE 

A., -· 
DEMONSTRATED THAT MANY PERSONS COULD NOT TAKE TIME OFF 

FROM THEIR JOBS AND ATTEND THE CAUCUSES )' MANY YOUNG -- ,, 
WORKING FAMILIBS COULD NOT AFFORD BABY SITTERS 6 ~NY 
ELDERLY DEMOCRATS LACKED TRANSPORTATION TO ATTEND MEETINGS, 
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~ONSEQUENTLY, PARTICIPATION IN CAUCUSES WAS NOT 

AS BROAD OR REPRESENTATIVE AS IT MUST BE IN YEARS 

TO COME. 

~ IN MINNESOTA THE TURNOUT IN OUR CAUCUS WAS ONLY 

12.7%. * 'SQA81:' 1 ! ):1'0 1:1% OP Jltbb RINJI8TEI\V!J 

CONVENTIONS WERE FREQUENTLY DOMINATED BY AFFLUENT 

MIDDLE-CLASS AND COLLEGE-EDUCATED PERSON§, -~THE PART CIPATION WITHIN THE PARTY OF THESE I 
MORE ADVANTAGED GROUPS IS WELCOM~ f 

(_ BUT WE ARE FOOLING OURSELVES AND ~GHTING THE 

CAUSE OF TRUE POPULAR DEMOCRACY IF WE FAIL TO RECOGNIZE - -
THOSE WHO WERE LEFT OUT. 
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DEVELOP WAYS TO INSURE 

PARTICIPATION IN OUR CONVENTIONS AND CAUCUS NOMINATING 

PROCEDURE OF ORDINARY WORKING FAMILIES AS WELL As tf/14.a~+tc.. 
_,dJ tJAt ;;til"' ,,.,,. :oo~ AND OTHER Dl SPOSSESSED GROUPS, 

~ 
.:Jiillllilll0811flll·']·--~~~, THEY ARE THE FU~DAME:TAL AND ESSENTIAL 

SOURCE OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY'S GENERAL ELECTION 

STRENGTH, , 
I 

~ THEREFOR5f WE SHOULD CONSIDER MAKING AVAILABLE 

FUNDS FOR TRANSPORTATION, FOOD AND LODGING TO DEMOCRATS OF 

MODEST MEANS CHOSEN AS DELEGATES -- NOT ONLY TO 

NATIONAL PARTY CONVENTIONS -- BUT ALSO TO NOMINATING AND 

POLICY CONVENTIONS AT THE STATE LEVEL, 

THE CAUCUSES AND CONVENTIONS THIS YEAR ALSO 

DEMONSTRATED THAT WE NEED TO SIMPLIFY CONVENTION PROCEDURES, 

SO THAT PERSONS OF LIMITED POLITICAL EXPERIENCE AND 

EDUCATION ARE NOT HANDICAPPED IN PARTICIPATING FULLY AND 

EFFECTIVELY, 
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POLITICAL DOMINANCE BY A HIGHLY EDUCATED ELITE RUNS AS 

COUNTER TO POPULAR DEMOCRACY AS DOES DOMINANCE BY AN 

ECONOMIC OR SOCIAL ELITE, 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY REFORM PLACED EMPHASIS UPON 

PRIMARY ELECTIONS AS A WAY OF INSURING THE BROADEST 

POPULAR PARTICIPATION IN THE DELEGATE SELECTION PROCESS, 

Bur PRIMARY ELECTION CONTESTS HAVE RAISED SOME SERIOUS 

QUESTIONS, 

FIRST, THE QUESTION OF CAMPAIGN COSTS -- IN OTHER 

WORDS, JUST PLAIN SIMPLE FINANCING, IT'S NOTHING 

SHORT OF A MAJOR PROBLEM, 

SECONDLY, THE FACT THAT SO MANY PRIMARIES ARE SO 

DIFFERENT AS TO HOW TO SELECT DELEGATES, DIVIDE UP 

THE DELEGATES, AND HOW LONG THOSE DELEGATES REMAIN 

COMMITTED TO THE CANDIDATE, 
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FORTUNATELY THE CONGRESS IS NOW TAKING A GOOD HARD 

LOOK AT THE PRIMARY PROCESS, IT IS NEEDED, HOULD WE 

HAVE A NATIONAL PRI ARY? AND IF SO, UNDER WHAT GUIDELINES 

AND STANDARDS? SHOULD THERE BE REGIONAL PRIMARIES, 

AND UNDER WHAT GUIDELINES AND STANDARDS? SHOULD THERE BE 

LIMITS ON TOTAL SPENDING IN ALL PRIMARIES? 

IT IS QUITE OBVIOUS THAT THE ELECTION AND 

SELECTION PROCESS FOR THE DEMOCRATIC NOMINEE NEEDS CAREFUL 

REVIEW, 

FINALLY, EFFORTS TO MAKE THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY MORE 

RESPONSIVE TO THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE ARE GRAVELY 

THREATENED WHEN ATTEMPTS ARE MADE TO ELIMINATE THE 

PARTICIPATION OF ELECTED OFFICIALS FROM OUR PARTY STRUCTURE, 

THERE IS A CLEAR AND UNMISTAKABLE MOVEMENT TO DO THIS, 

AND I OPPOSE IT, 
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PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND PARTIES HAVE MUCH TO 

LEARN FROM EACH OTHER, ACTIVISTS NEED NOT BE ANTAGONISTS 

IN THE POLITICAL PROCESS, JUST AS ELECTED OFFICIALS MUST 

RESPOND TO THEIR PARTY ACTIVISTS, SO DO THE ACTIVISTS 

HAVE TO UNDERSTAND THE PROBLEMS AND NEEDS -- AND THE 

INSIGHTS -- OF ELECTED OFFICIALS, 

IN EVERY PRIMARY STATE I HAVE BEEN DISMAYED AT THE 

TACTICS OF ZEALOTS OF THE NEW POLITICS WHO LOUD~Y 

PROCLAIMED THAT ALL POPULARLY ELECTED GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 

WERE "HACKS" TO BE READ OUT OF THE PARTY, 

IF THE NEW POLITICS MEANS WE MUST CUT OUT THOSE 

ELECTED BY THE PEOPLE, THE PEOPLE AND THE PARTY ARE 

BEING CHeATED, 

To THE CONTRARY, I STRONGLY URGE THE INCLUSION OF 

ELECTED OFFICIALS IN PARTY STRUCTURES AS ONE OF THE ESSENTIAL 

MEANS TO PREVENT THE PARTY FROM LOSING TOUCH WITH THOSE 

IT IS SUPPOSED TO SERVE, 
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~T IS SURELY A PERVERSION OF DEMOCRACY TO ASSERT 

THAT A SELF-ANNOINTED ELITE BETTER REPRESENTS "THE 

PEOPLE" THAN DO THE THOUSANDS OF DEMOCRATICALLY ELECTED 

PUBLIC OFFICIALS THROUGHOUT THIS LAND WHO HAVE BEEN 

CHOSEN FOR OFFICE BY THE VOTES OF HUNDREDS, THOUSANDS, OR 

IN SOME CASES MILLIONS OF VOTERS, 

~WE DOWNGRADE THEIR PARTICIPATION ONLY AT SERIOUS 

OF OUR PARTY AND THE CAUSE 

OF BOPULAR DEMOCRACY, 

h BuF~ED OFFICIALS ARE PERFECTLY CAPABLE 

OF MAKING THEMSELVES HEARD LOUD AND CLEAR, 

OTHER LESS ARTICULATE GROUPS -- SUCH AS THE WORKING 

~AMILIES AND THE ELDERLY CANNOT EASILY PRESS THEIR ( 

DEMANDS IN A DRAMATIC FASHION SUITABLE FOR THE TV SCREEN, 
1 

BUT THOSE WHO ARE NOT H~ SHOULD NOT BE FOR~;~TEN,j 
AND I DO NOT INTEND THAT THEY BE, 
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THAT, AFTER ALL, IS THE VERY ESSENCE OF OUR PARTY--

TO REPRESENT, TO SPEAK FOR, TO WORK FOR THE UNREPRESENTED, 

THE INARTICULATE, THE UNSKILLED, THE UNDER-EDUCATED. 

AND THAT IS WHY WE SPEND SO MUCH TIME AND ENERGY ON 

THE ADOPTION OF POLICY -- IN THE QUADRENNIAL CREATION 

OF THE DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM. 

THE PLATFORM DRAFTING PROCESS WHICH WE SAW THIS 

PAST WEEK FOLLOWED MORE THAN 2 YEARS OF EFFORTS BY THE 

DEMOCRATIC PoLICY CoMMITTEE IN HEARINGS HELD AROUND 

THE NATION. 

THE PLATFORM OF OUR PARTY IS NOT BEING FORMED IN 

A VACUUM, BUT IN THE FIRES OF POLITICAL COMPETITION, ... ....... . 

PUBLIC HEARINGS, AND OPEN DEBATE. 

~THE PLATFORM OF tHE DEMOCRATIC PARTY MUST BE 

A RESPONSIBLE PLATFORM. IT WOULD BE IRRESPONSIBLE AND POLITICAL 

FOLLY TO FASHION A PLATFORM THAT CATERS TO THE PREJUDICES 

OF ONE GROUP OF "TRUE BELIEVERS" OR ANOTHER. 
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~HE ISSUE IN 1972 IS NOT A DIFFERENCE OF OPINION 

BETWEEN GEORGE McGoVERN AND HUBERT HUMPHREY -- ALTHOUGH 

THERE ARE SUREL~RENCESe 
"-THE ISSUE IS THE RECORD OF RICHARD NIXON AND HIS 

STEWARDSHIP OF OUR NATION. AN D THE EMOCRATIC 

PLATFORM MUST POINT UP THAT RECORD AND THE DEMOCRATIC 

ALTERNATIVES. 

l_rHE ELECTION WILL BE WON OR LOST ON OUR ABILITY TO 

DEMONSTRATE THAT MR. NIXON HAS UTTERLY FAILED TO MEET 

THE NEEDS OF OUR PEOPLE~HIS VETOES, HIS CUTBACKS, HIS ..... 
IMPOUNDED FUNDS, HIS NEGLECT OF THE ELDERLYi ~0~ AND 

NEEDY ~IS WRETCHED EFFORTS TO . . · UNEMPLOYMENT AND 1~ 

INFLATION MUST BE OUR TARGETS. 
,... .. 

AND WE ARE -- NO MATTER WHO THE NOMINEE IS -- DUTY 
'-". ·-

BOUND TO PRESENT CLEAR ALTERNATIVES,~IT IS NOT ENOUGH TO 

ATTACK -- THOUGH ATTACK WE MUST AND WILL. 
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BUT WE MUST BE VIGOROUS IN PRESENTING A DEMOCRATIC 

ALTERNATIVE THAT CENTERS ON: 

-- JOBS FOR THOSE WHO NEED WORK 

-- ADEQUATE HEALTH CARE FOR ALL AMERICANS 

-- UALITY EDUCATION FOR OUR CHILDREN 

-- OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUNG WORKERS 

-- FULL PARTICIPATION AND RIG HTS FOR WOMEN 

-- A SENSE OF DECENCY FOR OLDER AMERICANS 

-- EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL MINORITIES IN 

THIS NATION 

-- PROTECTION FROM CONGLOME RATES AND THE MONOPOLIES FOR 

THE BUSINESSMAN, CONSUMER AND WORKER 

-- PROPERTY TAX RELIEF FOR THE HOMEOWNER 
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-- TAX REFORM FOR ALL AMERICANS 

-- AND A COMMITMENT OF RESOURCES TO REBUILDING OUR 

METROPOLITAN AREAS AND REVITALIZING RURAL AMERICA, 

~ABOVE ALL, WE MUST NOT FORGET THAT WE DEMOCRATS MUST 

SPEAK FOR AMERICA'S WORKING FAMILIES • 

MY POLITICAL LIFE HAS BEEN COMMITTED TO THE FIGHT AGAINST 

THE FORCES OF REACTION, RACISM, A D PRIVILEGE IN OUR NATION, 

I HAVE SPOKEN FOR THOSE WHO COULD NOT SPEAK AND FOR MANY WHO 

COULD NOT VOTE -- FOR THOSE WHO WORKED AND THOSE WHO CRIED 

FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO WORK, 

AND I REGARD THE PRESENT STRUGGLE FOR TRUE DEMOCRATIC 

REPRESENTATION WITHIN OUR PARTY TO BE AS SIGNIFICANT AS THE 

BATTLE WHICH I WAGED FOR OVER A DECADE TO INSURE THE RIGHT TO 

VOTE OF MILLIONS OF BLACK AMERICANS WHO HAD BEEN SYSTEMATICALLY 

DENIED THEIR DEMOCRATIC FRANCHISE • ~ 
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~ HETHER I SERVE AS THE NEXT PRESIDENT, OR AS A UNITED 

STATES SENATOR, I AM COMMITTED TO FURTHERING THE GOALS OF 

TRUE ECONOMIC REFORM IN OUR PARTY AS WELL AS IN OUR NAT ION , 

BUT IN OUR CONCENTRATION ON REFORM OF OUR PARTY, 

NOT FORGET THAT THE TASK BEFORE US IS NOT A SIMPLE, PARTISAN 

TASK -- BUT A CITIZEN'S TASK/ 

~ 
AND AS WE APPROACH THE DELIBERATIONS AT MIAMIA WE MUST 

ACT NOT MERELY AS PARTISANS, BUT AS AMERICANS.l 

' 
WE MUST NOT PROPOSE NATIONAL POLICIES ISOLATING AMERICA 

FROM THE MAINSTREAM OF THE WORLD IN WHICH WE LIVE. 

THAT IS A CONCEPT OF NATIONAL POLICY AND PURPOSE WITH 

WHICH I CANNOT LIVE, 
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OT AS A PARTI SAN, BUT AS AN AMERICAN, I DO NOT EMBRACE 

THE FOLLY THAT OUR NECESSARY WORKS AT HOME EITHER REQUIRE OR 

PERMIT US TO RETREAT FROM THE NECESSARY WORKS OF THE WORLD ~ 

NoT AS A PARTISAN, BUT AS AN AMERICAN, I CA NNOT ACCEPT THE 

PROPOSITION THAT THIS COU NTRY CAN OR SHOULD EMBARK UPO N A COURSE 

OF UNILATERAL DISARMAMENT , 

NoT AS A PARTISAN, BUT AS AN AMERICAN, I CANNOT AGREE TO 

THE NOTION THAT WE CAN GET FROM OUR ECONOMIC SYSTEM THE 

PRODUCTIVITY AND CREATIVITY WE MUST HAVE BY TAKI NG FROM 

THAT SYSTEM THE INCENTIVES FOR PRIVATE INITIATIVE AND EFFORT . 
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~ NoT AS A PARTISAN BUT AS AN AMERICAN ! CA NNOT CONSENT TO 

SETTING THIS SYSTEM AGAI NST ITSELF BY ATTEMPTING TO REDISTRIBUTE 

ITS WEALTH WITH NO REGARD FO R THE TAX BURDEN OF THE MIDDLE-INCOME 

FAMILIES, 

~BELIEVING THESE THI NGS AS I DO) FEELI NG THEM STRONG LY AS I 

ALWAYS HAV~ I GO TO MIAMI BEACH TO PARTICIPATE IN A DECISION 

NOT OF CONSEQUENCE ONLY TO A CA ND IDATE OR EVE N TO A PARTY, BUT 

IN A VE RY REAL SENSE, OF GREAT CO NSEQUENCE TO THIS REPUBLIC 

ITSELF, 

~ THE STRENGTH OF AMERICA'S COMM ITMENT TO THE POLITICAL 

PRINCIPLES WH ICH HAVE SERVED US LONG AND WE LL IS A ST RENGTH 

ALREADY BE ING FELT WITHIN TH E DEMO CRATIC PARTY'S AFFAIRS, 
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THAT STRENGTH, THAT COMM ITMEN T, HAS BEEN FELT AS AN INFLUENCE 

UPON THE DRAFTING OF THE PARTY PLATFORM, 

THOSE FORCES WILL BE FELT NO LESS STRONGLY IN THE SELECTION 

OF THE PARTY TICKET, 

# # # # # 
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