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A GREAT HONOR FOR ME TO RECEIVE THE SCOPUS 

AwARD. (_ ~~-V\~£>C-b) 
ACCEPT THIS HONOR KNOWING THAT IT IS BESTOWED 

BY ONE OF THE WORLD'S GREAT INSTITUTIONS OF LEARNING: 

HEBREW UNIVERSITY, I 
l_ FROM ITS SITE ON MT. SCOPUS COMMANDING A VIEW OF 

THE HILLS OF JERUSALEM/ THE VALLEY OF THE DEAD SEA AND 

THE MOUNTAINS OF MOAB/ THIS GREAT UNIVERSITY HAS 

ALWAYS BEEN A SYMBOL OF THE DYNAMISM OF A YOUNG AND ...... 
VIBRANT SOCIETY COMBINED WITH A TRADITION OF LEARNING ____... 

AND SCHOLARSHIP THAT GOES BACK OVER SEVERAL MILLENIA,\ 
fl 
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~ As FRIENDS OF HEBREW UNIVERSITY) WE CONSIDER IT TO 

BE A LIVING SYMBOL OF GREAT JEWISH ACADEMIC ACHIEVE-

MENTStS ONE OF ITS GOV~G ~ARD R~TLY ~D: 

"THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY IS NOT JUST THE 

HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM( IT IS THE 

( UNIVERSITY OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE, IT BELONGS 

TO ALL OF THE JEWS ALL OVER THE WORLD," J-,.~ rnA~IN' 
J iD. ~ llfuA ~·./&JA~~-.- t;_ 

J( BUT THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY MUST ALSO BE REGARDED .-.~,~, .. ~~~w~~ 

AS AN EFFECTIVE INSTRUMENT DEDICATED TO MOLDING ISRAEL'S 

FUTURE, 

~ ALL OF US KNOW WHAT THE STRIVING FOR EDUCATIONAL 

EXCELLENCE HAS MEANT TO THE CREATION OF MODERN ISRAEL, 



OOl358 

-3-

~ EDUCATION HAS BEEN THE KEY TO THE SURVIVAL OF iSRAEL~ 

( ~ 1 -~~· 

~~ WHICH GUARANTEE THE SECURITY OF 

ISRAEL--THE JETS, THE SHIPS, THE STRONG ARMY--THEY -
ARE, INDEED, IMPORTANT FOR THE SURVIVAL OF THE STATE • 

~ ~ 4-o~ · ... J. +1-..::t ~~ ~ 4A ..... 
A T n U • SO WILLING - -·. ... .. ,.-

\ 1\ A J ".~~&••c.., TO MEET ISRAEL'S DEFENSE NEEDS ~ U4 ....,.,..,.,.NA.ae· ,-J 
' ~ ~ -1-~ (!+~ fLL4.4.,. 

~BUT ED!CA:ION HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE NATION-BU~ING 

MECHANISM OF THIS TWENTY-FIVE YEAR OLD DEMOCRACY, 

I EDUCATION HAS BEEN THE INSTRUMENT WHICH HAS MADE "-. -::r-

WHOLE A SOCIETY OF DIVERSE PEOPLES. 



- 4 - 001359 

~EDUCATION HAS BEEN THE KEY BY WHICH AN AGRICULTURAL 

ECONOMY WAS TRANSFORMED INTO A HIGHLY TECHNICAL AND -= 
Ar~/lv It .. ,. ..., INDUSTRIALIZED SOCIETY~,?." _, II i\ PROSPERITY AND 

t/ ~·... ,t. • -t... ~--tG.... SECURITY TO ITS PEOPLE• ~ 

BEEN MADE SINCE 

ISRAEL'S BIRTH IN 1948, No OTHER COUNTRY IN THE WORLD--

EVEN OUR OWN--HAS MADE SUCH OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS 

IN EDUCATION OVER so SHORT A PERIOD OF TIME •• I 
-·--- . 

--·~--~-~ 

L( THE POPULATION OF iSRAEL HAS GROWN FROM 650,000 

TO MORE THAN 3 MILLION TODAY, TWENTY FOUR YEARS AGO 

THERE WERE ONLY 130,000 STUDENTS IN ISRAELI ELEMENTARY 

AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS, TODAY, THERE ARE OVER THREE 

QUARTERS OF A MILLION, 
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~ THE DRAMATIC INCREASES IN POPULATION PRESENT ONLY 

~ CHALLENGE TO ISRAEL'S EDUCATIONAL SVSTEM~HE 

OTHER FAR MORE SERIOUS CHALLENGE HAS BEEN THE TASK OF 

CLOSING THE EDUCATIONAL GAP BETWEEN HER IMMIGRANTS FROM ... ____ 

EUROPE AND THOSE FROM ARAB, NoRTH AFRICAN OR ASIAN -...... _ 
ACCOUNT FOR 50 PERCENT OF ISRAEL 1 S TOTAL POPULATION, .. 
~ ISRAEL HAS BEEN FACED WITH THE TASK OF INTEGRATING 

HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF STUDENTS FROM 90 DIFFERENT - ~ 

COUNTRIES) SPEAKING OVER A HUNDRED DIFFERENT LANGUAGES, 

INT~E, HOM~ENEOUS EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM~ 
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~ HEBREW UNIVERSITY HAS BEEN AT THE FOREFRONT OF 

EFFORTS TO CLOSE THE GREAT EDUCATIONAL GAP WHICH EXISTS 

AMONG ISRAELIS OF DIFFERING ORIGIN;~ THE UNIVERSITY'S 

WORK PROVIDES ALL COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD WITH AN 

EXAMPLE OF HOW A NATION DEALS WITH EDUCATIONALLY DIS-

ADVANTAGED YOUTH--HOW IT PROVIDES THEM WITH EDUCATIONAL -
OPPORTUNITY, 

~ THE WORK OF HEBREW UNIVERSITY'S JOHN DEWEY ScHOOL 

AND ITS 11 1 ,, L~ENTER FOR RESEARCH IN EDUCATION OF 

., 
THE DISADVANTAGED IS AN OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE OF ISRAEL'S 

COMMITMENT TO BOTH RESEARCH AND EDUCATION FOR ITS 

CITIZENS WHO NEED SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL TRAININ~ 
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L HEBREW UNIVERSITY HAS PIONEERED IN THE CONCEPT 

OF PRE-ACADEMIC EDUCATION FOR DISADVANTAGED YOUTH, 

~THIS TRANSITIONAL PROGRAM BETWEEN HIGH SCHOOL AND 

COLLEGE PROVIDES YOUNG IsRAELIS WITH COMPENSATORY 

TRAINING WHICH ENABLES THEM FIRST TO ENTER COLLEGE AND . ... --
THEN SURVIVE ACADEMICALLY AT THE UNIVERSITY LEVEL• ... 

CI\EOTI\'i! t'J:A:'lB 1e l'fHfoTfJE I IS PEOI LE ~HTII lsliiiP~tlltlO.~}' '" ---{, 

ENRICH IHfiR I I}(f 5 'iP:tl ~E SEEN IN AIQ ii'IPORIANI 

E THIRD OF ISRAEL'S TOTAL POPULATION 

IS NOW INVOLVED IN SOME FORM OF ORGANIZED EDUCATIONAL 
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9 r IsRAEt.l._ IN AMERicA~ 

WE UNDERSTAND THE VALUE OF INVESTING WISELY AND WELL IN ..... 
THE EDUCATION OF OUR CHILDREN, 

IT IS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT AN 

UR COUNTRIES 

~THE EXPERIENCE WE HAVE GAINED IS PART~LARLY 

IMPORTANT FOR THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD-
.C 

FOR THE TWO AND A HALF BILLION PEOPLE WHO HAVE SO FAR -
BEEN DENIED THE FRUITS OF PROGRESS--WHO ARE STRUGGLING 

TO BUILD LIVES OF DECENCY AND HOPE FOR THEMSELVES AND - ---
FOR THEIR FAMILIES.._. 
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A.' Alii 0 81 I - - - ~ MANY OF THE 

NATURAL RESOURCES . ~HEY HAVE ONE AND ONLY 

ONE GREAT RESOURCE--THEIR PEOPLE. 

THIS IS NOT THE POTENTIAL CONTAINED IN GREAT CAP---
ITAL INVESTMENTS OR PRODUCTION AND TRADE) BUT THE 

POTENTIAL OF HUMAN ASPIRATION AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT~ 

AND IN TAPPING THIS POTENTIA -lit Fl!'JEI !E&l!IG lilt l!Ji#{ 

Ji'}.i!Wiiiii ____ ._THE BASIC REQUIREMENT IS EDUCATIONJ 

~-~~··sAUs 
~ YET TODAY IN THE WORL~ MILLIONS OF PEOPLE ARE 

MILLION 
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OF EDUCATION, PROSPERITY, AND CIVILIZATI 

WE NOW ENJOY. 

~EXT TO THE SCOURGE OF DISEAS~ ILLITERACY IS 

MAN'S WORST ENEMY. 

~IT 
~IT 

PREVENTS HIM FROM EXPANDING HIS HORIZONS. 

PREVENTS HIM FROM UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD 

BEYOND HIS FARM, VILLAGE OR TOWN. 

~T PREVENTS HIM FROM ESCAPING POVERTY, 
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~IT PREVENTS HIM FROM TRUE DEMOCRATIC PARTICIPATION, 

~AND IT PREVENTS HIM FROM PASSING ON THE MEANING 

OF HIS LIFE' HIS TRADITION, CULTURE AND RELIGION IN ANY 
- , ,I -

OTHER WAY THAN BY WORD OF MOUTHJ ,.... --- _______ ,, 

SPITE THESE ACHIEVEMENTS- NTIL EVERY MAN AND WOMAN ON 

ERA OF LIFE, 

~MAN HAS BEEN STRUGGLING TO OVERCOME ILLITERACY 

FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS, 

~DAY, WE CAN OVERCOME THIS BARRIER--WE CAN ERASE 

ILLITERACY, 
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WE HAVE THE TOOLS TO ACHIEVE THIS TASK, 

WE HAVE THE RADIOS, THE TELEVISIONS, THE COM-

MUNICATIONS SATELLITES, THE COMPUTERS, 

I PROPOSE TONIGHT THAT AS PART OF THE CELEBRATION 

OF THE AMERICAN BICENTENNIAL THE UNITED STATES LEAD 

THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD IN A GLOBAL EFFORT TO WIPE 

OUT ILLITERACY BY THE YEAR 2000, 

I CAN NOT THINK OF A MORE WORTHWHILE WAY TO CEL-

EBRATE 200 YEARS OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE THAN BY 

HELPING OTHERS OVERCOME ILLITERACY, 
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THE RESOURCES NEEDED TO ACHIEVE THIS GOAL ARE 

v-~ 
AVAILABLE IF THE ~ NATIONS OF THE WORLD ARE WILLING 

A 

TO JOIN TOGETHER IN THIS ENDEAVOR, ~+t.. u. fJN-J 

~THE UNITED STATES SHOU~ INTRODUCE A 

RESOLUTION IN THE GENERAL AsSEMBLY OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

CALLING FOR THE DEVELOPED NATIONS OF THE WORLD TO JOIN 

TOGETHER--TO POOL THEIR RESOURCES--TO WIPE OUT 

ILLITERACY OVER THE NEXT 27 YEARS 0 ~l'(~~~ 

~ --... , ... ~------: ___ : _ ~ .. . 

WI1it1 I RE AID 8f Tliiii !JQP 1 FP STATES . 
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THE BATTLE AGAINST ILLITERACY SHOULD KNOW NO 

POLITICAL BORDERS, EVERY COUNTRY OF THE WORLD--COM-

MUNIST, SOCIALIST, CAPITALIST, DEMOCRACY OR DICTATORSHIP--

SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN THIS WORLDWIDE EFFORT, 

IT IS NOT ENOUGH FOR A MAN TO HAVE ACCESS TO 

INFORMATION THROUGH THE TRANSISTOR RADIOS THAT HAVE 

SPREAD INTO THE FARTHEST CORNERS OF THE WORLD, HE 

MUST ALSO BE ABLE TO USE WHAT HE HEARS--TO WRITE IT 

DOWN, TO READ IT TO OTHERS, TO APPLY WHAT HE LEARNS 

TO HIS DAILY LIFE, 
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THIS IS THE FIRST GOAL OF EDUCATION FOR 

MENT, YET IT CLEARLY IS NOT ENOUGH, 

RISE ANY FASTER THAN ITS INDIVIDUAL ITIZENS, AND TO 

DO SO, THEY MUST HAVE THE LEARNII --THE EDUCATION--TO 

BUILD NATIONS OUT OF COMMUNIT s, AND TO MAKE USE OF 

THE BENEFITS OF HUMAN PRO ESS ELSEWHERE, 

YET COUNTRIES ONL PART WAY ON THE ROAD TO DEVELOP-

MENT CANNOT CHOOSE 0 PROVIDE EACH OF ITS PEOPLE WITH 

ALL THE EDUCATION HE CAN TAKE, 

THESE COU RIES MUST MAKE CHOICES: 

BE EDUCATED? 

WHAT ~RE THEY TO LEARN? 

AN HOW IS IT TO BE PAID FOR? 
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LEADERS IN MOST DEVELOPING COUNTRI S AGREE THAT 

EVERYO E SHOULD HAVE THE RIGHT TO LI BUT SHOULD 

THIS WERE FoR Now, 

AT LEAST, THERE UST BE WAYS 0 DECIDING WHICH FEW PEOPLE 

OF THE WHOLE COUNTRY. HE REST, TOO, SHOULD HAVE 

SOME STAKE IN EDUCATIO , 

IT IS IMPORTAN TO HELP EACH 

THOSE SKILLS THA WILL BE OF BEST USE TO HIMSELF, HIS 

FAMILY, HIS CO UNITY, AND FINALLY HIS NATION, 
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~HIS MEANS TRAINING FARMERS TO MAKE BETTER USE OF 

THEIR LAND) AS MUCH AS IT MEANS TRAINING ENGINEERSJ 
J so 

~IT MEANS HELPING PEOPLE BECOME MERCHANTS AND SHOP-

KEEPERS AS MUCH AS TRAINING MEN TO MANAGE FACTORIES, 

. ~T MEANS IMPARTING BASIC LESSONS OF PUBLIC HEALTH, 

AS MUCH AS SENDING STUDENTS TO COLLEGE TO BECOME DOCTORS, 

~ND IT MEANS TRAINING PEOPLE TO BE ABLE TO TEACH 

THEIR OWN CHILDREN, AS MUCH AS PRODUCING TEACHERS FOR 

UNIVERSITIES, 

~As WE HAVE FOUND IN OUR COUNTRIES, EDUCATION MUST 

HELP MEET THE NEEDS OF SOCIETY AS A WHOLE IN ORDER TO 

MEET THE NEEDS OF EACH INDIVIDUAL, 
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~IT DOESN'T MEAN TRAINING PEOPLE FOR JOBS THAT DON'T 

EXIST AND CAN'T BE CREATED, 

~ lT DOESN'T MEAN EDUCATING BOYS AND GIRLS ON THE 

FARM TO GO LIVE IN THE CITY, IF THE CITY OFFERS NOTHING 

BUT UNEMPLOYMENT, HUNGER, AND MISERY, 

~ IT DOES MEAN HELPING EACH INDIVIDUAL TO MAKE THE 

BEST USE OF HIS GoD-GIVEN TALENTS, BOTH FOR HIMSELF 

AND FOR THOSE AROUND HIM, 

VELOPING COUNTRIES ~ FACE THE PROBLEM 

OF PAYING FOR EDUCATION OUT OF 

~E~~ 
SCARCE RESOURCES• 

IMPROVE HEALTH, BUILD 

ROADS TO GET PRODUCE TO MARKET, SUPPLY WATER, BEGIN 

BUILDING FACTORIES, AND THE THOUSAND OTHER THINGS THAT 

HELP COUNTRIES DEVELOP, 
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YET I BELIEVE THAT EDUCATION IS SO BASIC THAT IT 

CANNOT BE SACRIFICED, IF THE FUTURE IS TO BUILD UPON 

THE GAINS OF THE PAST, 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR EDUCATION RESTS FIRST AND FORE-

MOST WITH EACH DEVELOPING COUNTRY. 

BUT THERE IS ALSO AN IMPORTANT ROLE FOR US IN 

THE UNITED STATES AND OTHER RICH COUNTRIES TO PLAY, 

WE NEED TO MAKE AVAILABLE TEACHING SKILLS--AS WE HAVE 

DONE THROUGH THE PEACE CoRPS AND OTHER EFFORTS, AND 

WE NEED TO HELP MAKE AVAILABLE TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

THE RESOURCES THEY NEED TO EDUCATE THEI R PEOPLE, AS 

WELL AS TO DEVELOP IN OTHER WAYS, 
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WE MUST DO THIS BECAUSE IT IS RIGHT--BECAUSE IT IS 
d • 

OUR SHARED RESPONSIBILITY AS PART OF THE 3 I HUMAN FAMILY, 

AND WE MUST ALSO DO IT BECAUSE OF THE GROWING 

INTERDEPENDENCE OF NATIONS--BECAUSE THE WORLD OF THE 

FUTURE WILL BE A CONGENIAL PLACE FOR THOSE OF US WHO 

LIVE IN THE RICH COUNTRIES ONLY IF WE PAY FAR GREATER 

ATTENTION THAN EVER BEFORE TO THE NEEDS OF THE BILLIONS 

OF THE WORLD'S PEOPLE WHOSE ONLY CRI ME WAS TO BE BORN 

POOR, 
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~ WE RESPOND TO THE GREAT CHALLENGES OF EDUCATION 

AROUND THE WORLD--THE GREAT CHALLENGES OF DEVELOPMENT--

WE WILL FIND THATfii _ _________ _..WE 

FOR GREAT HUMAN ADVANCE ARE 

• 

WE HAVE ONLY TO RECOGNIZE THE NEED FOR US TO HELP 

MAKE RESOURCES AVAILABLE- 8 I F TO JOI N WITH OTHER 

PEOPLES IN THEIR SEARCH FOR BETTER LIVES , 
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LET US RESOLVE HERE AND NOW TO COMMIT OURSELVES 

TO BREAKING DOWN THE BARRIERS OF IGNORANCE AND 

PREJUDICE THAT SEPARATE US FROM ONE ANOTHER. ONLY 

EDUCATION CAN ACHIEVE THIS GOAL. 

THE CHARGE IS LAID BEFORE US BY THOMAS CARLYLE, 

IN THESE WELL REMEMBERED WORDS: 

THAT SHOULD ONE MAN DIE IGNORANT 

WHO HAD THE CAPACITY FOR KNOWLEDGE, 

THIS l CALL A TRAGEDY, 
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