
0017 

REMARKS 
1
BY SEN~T )i. 

SCOUTING FOR THE HAN~K~~ . \)J _.,. .. -,V' 

~OlSSON HoTEL 
I 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 

~1973~-



01 

IT IS A DISTINCT PRIVILEGE FOR ME TO MEET WITH YOU 

THIS MORNING AT THE ANNUAL SCOUTING FOR THE HANDICAPPED 

QJw~ 
BREAKFAS:J SPONSORED IN COOPERATION WITH THE DISABLED 

AMERICAN VETg~NS AND THE MINNESOT~~'~M~S~ON 
$ 

[ Mbfi'Y f IS I 11Hilll 5 uFP PERSONS HERE TiiJi:'f: 81JT ··=-···-:-·,·-·---· 

r,g...uot:o~•111E SPE81FIC I 6 IF TillS SC&ItOIIitli<! WANT TO 

ACKNOWLEDGE WITH PLEASURE THE PRESENCE OF MR. ALDEN G. BARBER, 

CHIEF Scour ExECUTIVE oF THE BoY Scours oF AMERIC~ AND MR . 

w. E. CORDER, NAT IONAL DIRECTOR OF BOYPOWER '76, ABOUT WHICH 

I WILL BE COMMENTING IN MY REMARKS, 

WHAT 1s ScouTING? :;; 

/' 
-1-
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AFTER ATTEMPTS TO DESCRIBE WHAT ScoUTS DO, OR 

RECITATIONS OF THE SCOUT OATH AND THE ScOUT LAW, THERE IS 

ONE SIMPLE EXPLANATION, .. { BL[M\'[, OF WHAT ScOUTING IS ALL 

ABOUT.JSCOUTING OFFERS A BOY THE CHANCE TO HAVE A BETTER 
~ ... __ 

UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT IT MEANS TO BE RESPONSIBLE TO HIMSELF, 

AND TO BE RESPONSIBLE TO OTHERS.-

L "RESPONS IBI LITY" IS THE KEY WORD. II!!. SENSE OF 

RESPONSIBILITY IS PERHAPS THE MOST VITALLY NEEDED THREAD 

TODAY TO RESTORE THE MORAL FABRIC OF AMERICAN SOCIETY, -
~RESPONSIBILITY KNOWS NO FAVORITES; IT IS NOT THE 

POSSESSION OF THE PRIVILEGED FEW.~ SHOULD BE UNIVERSAL. 
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~ TIES IN WITH A PRIME INGREDIENT OF SCOUTING 

ITSELF -- FOR SCOUTING IS 

~E TROOP IN THE CITY GHETTO IS JUST AS IMPORTANT AS THE 

TR~ IN THE HIGH-INCOME SUBURBl~A~v 1 WHETHER WHITE,~CK, 

YE~ OR~OWN, WEARS THE SAME COLOR UNIFORM~ HE IS 

EXPECTED TO HONOR THAT UNIFORM AND THE IDEALS IT REPRESENTS. - -
~ BUT SCOUTING ALSO EMPHASIZES THAT E~~B~Y IS 

DIFFERENT -- HE IS AN INDIVIDUAL PERSON DESERVING RESPECT 
-r-

FOR HIS HUMAN DIGNITY AND INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION IN HIS 

DEVELOPMENT. 



~ AND THAT IS WHY I AM ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT SCOUTING FOR 

THE HANDICAPPED~ERE IS WHERE A DECENT RESPECT FOR THE 

RIGHTS AND HOPES OF AN INDIVIDUAL FACES ITS TRUE TEST, -
tk I: ,e:b:k of 8~1 HAVE BEEN DEEPLY INTERESTED 

IN ScOUTING BOTH AS A SCOUTMASTER AND AS A NATIONAL OFFICE -
VISIT~R~ANY OF YOU MAY ~ BE AWARE OF MY CONTINUING 

COMMITMENT TO GUARANTEEING THE RIGHTS OF THE MENTALLY AND 

PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED, 

~THESE TWO COMMITMENTS WERE BROUGHT TOGETHER FOR ME 

LAST YEAR WHEN A SCOUT TROOP FROM OHIO CAME TO VIST ME IN THE 
--~ ........ 

RECEPTION CHAMBER JUST OFF THE FLOOR OF THE UNITED STATES 

SENATE. 
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~HAT WAS UNIQUE ABOUT THIS TROOP WAS THAT THE BOYS 

WERE IN WHEELCHAIRS OR ON CRUTCHE~ WITH VARIOUS FORMS OF 

MENT~ OR P~YSICAL DISABILITIES~T THE TRUTH OF THE MATTER 

WAS THAT THEY WERE THE SAME AS ANY OTHER BOYS -- THEY WERE 
sC .. 

~~ 
EXCITED; THEY ASKED SHARP QUESTIONS ABOUT MY JOB; ANH ~lEY 

G~~~E~r=~~ • 

POCKET. - "' 
~ .::t-./H..U..« .i... 

HAD A GOOD VISIT "': ?Eit•R, ED 

~~~~~~~~~ 
~E 

( MPi{ TtH" 
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WHY SHOULD~ EVERY BOY IN AMERICA, WHATEVER HIS 

PHYSICAL OR MENTAL HANDICAP, HAVE ~CHANCE IN SCOUTING --

THE CHANCE TO ~L, TO ~RN MORE OF HIS WORL~ TO DO THE 

~ 
THINGS OTHER BOYS DO TO THE BEST OF~ ABILIT1 ~ l!appefi!JI I'( 

~WITH HELP FROM COMMUNITIES THAT CAR~ WITH INDIVIDUAL 

ATTENTION PROVIDED BY WELL PREPARED LEADERS, THESE BOYS ~ 

HAVE THIS CHANC§r 

, ~ 
~ YE:. SCOUTING FOR THE HANDICAPPED PRESENTS A CHALLENGE, 

BUT THE TIME HAS COME TO LOOK UPON THIS CHALLENGE AS AN 

UNPARALLELED OPPORTUNITY TO REACH MANY BOYS WHO MIGHT OTHER-

WISE REMAIN ALONE, SHUT OFF FROM THE WORLD, 
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~T IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO GIVE THEM~E WHERE THERE WAS ONLY 

DESPAIR; TO OFFER THEM THE PROMISE OF CHALLENGE WHERE THERE 

MAY ONLY HAVE BEEN SIMPLE EXISTENCE, 

!JLT WILL TAKE HARD WORK~HERE WILL BE MUCH TRIAL AND 

ERROR AND ANXIETY OVER~HETHER YOU ARE GETTING THROUGH TO -
~OYS:~T IT C~ BE DONE} IT MUST BE DONE, FoR THEY ARE 

~-
ALSO Goo's t-!fE*'IIE-s, THEY ALSO CAN MAKE A 1 ' 'S 

CONTRIBUTION TO OUR SOCIETY, 

~ Jpa THERE IS SO MUCH BEING DONE TODAY IN MEDICAL AND 

PSYCHOLOGICAL RESEARCH ON MENTAL AND PHYSICAL HANDICAPS• ~~ 

M~~/-4-~ J~~ 
IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF NEW REHABILITATION TECHNIQUES, ~~ 

BARRIERS OF IGNORANCE AND PREJUDICE ARE BEING OVERCOME AT AN 

ACCELERATING PACE THAT IS TRULY INSPIRING, -
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~E HANDICAPPED BOY HAS A RIGHT TO BELON~- TO BE 

A~~T~) TO WORK LIKE OTHER BOYS TO ACHIEVE SKILLS AND 

DEVELOP AMBITION HE HAS A RIGHT TO BE PROUD OF HIS 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS' AND MOST OF ALL, TO EXPERIENCE THE DEEP 

SATISFACTION AND NEW SENSE OF SELF-WORTH, IN PERFORMING 

SERVICES FOR QJHER PEOPLE, 

~WHETHER IN A SPECIAL UNIT OR A REGULAR SCOUT TRoo;z 

THAT BOY DESERVES TO BE CHALLENGED' HE HAS A RIGHT TO HAVE ---
DEMANDS PLACED UPON HIM TO DO BETTER) TO EXPERIENCE WHAT IT 

MEANS TO "BE PREPARED,f TO LEARN ABOUT HONORING GOD AND - ---) 
LOVING HIS COUNTRY, AND TO ACTUALLY PERFORM A GOOD ~VERY 
DAY, 
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FoR OSE OF US HEARING THESE WORDS 

IT CAN BE 

SATISFA TION IT AN BE TO WATCH A BOY OK UPON A FOREST AND 

LEARN T E KILLS OF CAMPING -- OPPORTUNITIES HE MIGHT 

IN RECENT YEARS, THE BoY SCOUTS OF AMERICA HAS ACCEPTED 

THIS CHALLENGE AND HAS REACHED OUT TO SERVE MORE OF THE THREE 

z::::::: * 
~ON HANDICAPPED YOUTH OF ScOUT AGE -- INCLUDING AN 

ESTIMATED 53,000 BOYS IN MINNESOTA ALONE, 
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;( RECOGNIZING THAT LESS THAN FIVE PERCENT OF THESE YOUTH ARE 

scouTs J l~tt8~,.,.,,.illlvlt!E~R -cc:mJmll' •• r•:lt!l/ll'!tBII!t~E! ...,.,IIIR!i c:-.-: x'"e~:,-.: "' ""' ;:: ::~~:"'::'!lz•s~;;;;r:s:: ».J" N~ItJI~A, L 

MAd8RI==:~I! Ill HAS LAUNCHED 

A NEW PROGRAM CALLED BOYPOWER '76~HE GOAL OF THIS PROGRAM 

IS TO REACH SOME 825,000 MORE "DISADVANTAGED " BOYS BY 1976, 

THE BICENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY OF OUR NATION, 

I CAN THINK OF NO BETTER WAY TO TRULY CELEBRATE 

AMERICA'S 200TH ANNIVERSARYt>BUT IT MUST BE RECOGNIZED THAT 
I 

THIS PROGRAM DEMANDS ADDITIONAL PROFESSIONAL STAFF, MORE 

SPECIALLY TRAINED TROOP LEADERS, NEW PROGRAM DESIGNS, AND 

SUSTAINED COMMUNITY RECRUITMENT EFFORTS,~HESE REQUIREMENTS 

TRANSLATE INTO A SERIOUS NEED FOR ADDITIONAL FUNDS IF THIS 

MAJOR INITIATIVE IS TO SUCCEED, 
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~Bur BOYPOWER '76 IS A PROGRAM THAT MM[I_succEED•~ 

~IT REPRESENTS THE KIND OF SERVICES THAT SHOULD BE PROVIDED BY 

OUR SOCIETY TO MAKE US ALL COMPETITIVELY EQUAL -- A FUNDAMENTAL 

RIGHT OF EVERY AMERICAN THAT MUST NOW BE FIRMLY ESTABLISHED, 

AT THE OUTSET OF MY REMARKS l SPOKE ABOUT RESPONSIBILITY, 

EACH OF US BEARS A HEAVY RESPONSIBILITY -- THE RESPONSIBILITY 

OF C~MPASSION AND OF RESPECT FOR HUMAN DIGNITY~T 

RESPONSIBILITY DEMANDS THAT WE RECOGNIZE AND ANSWER THE NEED 

OF HANDICAPPED PERSONS FOR HELP TO HELP THEMSELVES~THEY ASK 

~0 MORE THAN THIS,~HEY CERTAINLY DESERVE NO LESS~ET US 

RESOLVE, HERE AND NOW, TO ACCEPT THIS RESPONSIBILITY TO CARE, 

AND TO HELP, 
• 

# # # # # 
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