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I am going to talk to you about what is happening in 

this town. And, when it's happening here, it's happening 

elsewhere. The first thing we have to recognize is that 

whatever this government does, or does not do -- either 

one: its acts of omission or commission -- everything has 

a basic effect upon the lives of every American, every 

family, every community, and indeed upon the entire world. 

Now that's the message we have almost forgotten, as we get 

caught up in what is the scandal of the day, as we get 

caught up in the sensational news of the day. 

I am not here, in any way, to downplay the significance 

of the tragedy, the unbelievable, incredible scandal of 

Watergate. It's a national shame. 

What I want to say quickly about it is that it does 

not represent what some people have said it represents: 

"that's the way politics is." 

Politics is not that way. The politics of some may be, 

but it is not the pattern of American politics. Politics is 

not breaking and entering. It isn't going into people's 

offices and breaking in~o their files. It isn't wiretapping. 

It isn't conspiracy. It isn't obstruction of justice. It 

isn't burglary. Those are criminal acts. Politics may 

include exaggeration. It may include , a waste of 
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campaign funds, ineptness and even ignorance. But it 

doesn't include what we just mentioned. And for people 

to try to spread the message in this country that what , 
we're seeing here in this expose is just American politics, 

is to take a few specific acts of a fe~ specific individuals 

and try to translate that into an American pattern. 

I've been in politics a long time and I've never wire-

tapped anybody. And I haven't broken into their offices, 

and I haven't had any of my associates do so. I haven't 

burglarized. When I say"Ir I'm talking about the elected 

officials of this country. The vast majority of them just 

do not engage in such activity. 

I don't want my good friends in the labor movement, 

where politics means so much to you and your families, to 

let this whole political process be contaminated and literally 

corrupted in the public mind because of the specific acts 

of specific individuals at a specific time. We've just got 

to clear the record. We'll wait for all the evidence to come 

in. I'm not going to pass judgment here. I'm not going to 

short-cut what we call the processes of justice. I'm not 

going to second-guess what the investigating committee is 

going to discover. I'm not even going to assess blame. I'm 

simply going to say that it is unkind and unfair, and it is 

a terrible thing to try to make it appear that what we now· 

witness on the television screen is the political pattern in 

American life. Because it isn't. 
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Now we ought to do a little better when we get into 

public life. We ought to set some standards. We ought to 
be in a position of leadership. When you're a leader, it 

doesn't give you a privilege. It gives you a responsibility. 
And every person who has a leadership role; whether you're 
a council director, a member of a board, or a president or 
a vice president of a union or of any other organization, 

has a special responsibility. That's what leadership means. 
To have it appear that leadership means that you just have 

it nice, that you're above the law, or beyond it, or that 

you can make the law as you see fit for your own purposes, 

that's not leadership. That's arrogance. And we ought not 
to confuse it. 

Now let me suggest that we get down to the issues that 

really affect the lives of your members. You have 650,000 
a 

or more --/thousand a week coming in. But you represent 
·more than that. What you do, in terms of the people in 

government at state, county and municipal levels, is work 

for the benefit of everyone, whether they're in your membership 
or not. You, in a very real sense, subsidize -- by your 
dues, by your work, by your leadership, by your grievance 

procedures, by the host of things that you do -- you subsidize 
hundreds of thousands ·of others who have, as yet, not become 

a member of this great organization. 
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Let me say to them -- and I hope you'll remember this 
as you talk to those yet to be organized -- that every time 
an organization such as this grows in strength, it provides 
just that much more security, that much more protection, for 
those in these positions of responsibility in state and local 
government. You have the right to go to them to ask them to 
join with you as an active, participating member. After all, 
you're working for them. Their being out weakens your position. 
Their being in strengthens their position. And I think 
there's a great chance for us to do a marvelous job of organi-
zing around the country. 

Now you've done a good deal of work in political education 
and political action. I'm pleased to note that your director 
here in that field, Bill Welsh, has been making some comments 
about the Minnesota State Legislature, about the last session 
of our legislative assembly in Minnesota. We've been waiting 
for a hundred years to have a Democratic majority in both 
houses of the legislature. We've elected a governor. We've 
elected a Lieutenant Governor. We've elected a Public Service 
Commissioner. We had a majority several times in the House of 
Representatives, but never a majority in the State Senate 
since Minnesota became a state. Never a majority. This time 
we put it all together. · 

One of the reasons we put it all together is because we 
all worked together. I spent a good deal of my time and 

( . 
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resources and energy working to help others in the state 

of Minnesota and this is not said for the purpose of an 

ego kick here tonight. It is a fact. I traveled throughout 

my state campaigning for every one of our legislative 

candidates, working for the entire ticket as we have for 

years. I've always figured that political popularity is 

like money in the bank. It was there to be drawn out, to 

be used. Now if you're running a close one, and you've 

got to take care of just your own hide, that's another matter. 

But if a man has any extra, he ought to share it and he 

ought to give some of it to help somebody else. 

We pulled together - Senator Mondale, Senator Humphrey, 

the governor of our state and the rest of us got in there 

and we put together a winning combination. And it produced 

results. We went to the people with programs and said we 

would do a certain number of things. Your own representatives 

from Minnesota will tell you that never has any state,in as 

short a period of time as we did in this last year, put 

together as much constructive legislation that was to your 

benefit and to the benefit of people generally. 

That's enough on that level. Now let me talk about 

Washington. I have been trying to say over the years, withou~ 

acrimony, that I do not have enemies, I have adversaries. 

I worry about people that list somebody as the enemy, whether 
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it 's internationally or domestically. We can have 

competitors and adversaries. Enemies you seek to destroy. 

Adversaries you seek to defeat. There's a great deal of 

difference. The mind that conceives of people as ememies 

indicates something about the personality and something 

about the character. 

The man that occupies the White House today has 

tremendous power. In the 1968 campaign, as well as in the 

1972 campaign, our standard bearers were trying to tell the 

American people what was in the offing for them. I remember 

in 1968 I said you're not just electing a president, you're 

choosing a Supreme Court. You're not only doing that. You're 

choosing agencies to protect the public interest. Every one 

of these many agencies - Securities Exchange Commission, 

Federal Trade Commission, Federal Power Commission, Federal 

Communications Commission whatever it is -- these are 

supposed to be extentions of the arms of Congress to help 

protect the public, to give the public a square deal. But 

when you elect a president, you not only elect a man, you 

elect a whole system for a whole period of time. 

And I also said that when a man is re-elected and has 

no place to go except to seek his place in history, you can 

find the true colors o~ the man. When January 1973 came 

around, you began to see what the Nixon Republican Administra-

tion really meant for this country. Now just· for a moment, 

. . 
lj t 

I 

I 
,. , 11 
~ 



'"' 

-7-

let's set aside Watergate, because one of the curses of 

Watergate is that it has deflected our attention, distracted 

us from things that mean a great deal to your families, to 

this nation, to these communities, to these towns and cities 

and counties and villages and the people that live in them. 
subject of the 

We started this session of Congress on the/budget. Now the 

real test of an administration philosophy is in its budget. 

What are its priorities? What is it willing to put its 

money on? Put your money where your mouth is, as they say. 

What was this administration putting its money on? Where was 

it taking it away? And when we started back in January of 

this year talking about the budget, the Nixon budget, we also 

talked about impoundment. We talked about a Constitutional 

crisis, of the confrontation between the Congress and the 

Executive Branch of the government: the Office of Management 

and Budget disregarding the actions of Congress. The President 

took an oath of office that says he pledges to faithfully 

execute the laws of the land. He looked at the word "execute" 

and said it's an old fashionErl meaning; it means "kill." 

Because program after program that has been duly passed by 

the Congress and signed by the President have been cut to 

ribbons. Some of them were stopped completely. Much of this 

action occurred prior 'to the 1972 election. 
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For example, one after the other of the following 

programs were killed: housing programs for the low and 

lower-middle income people of this nation; rural housing 

programs; water and sewer programs; environmental programs; 

education programs; research programs; medical programs; 

OEO community action programs. How were they killed? By 

the normal legislative process? No! These programs were 

killed by the sledgehammer, not of an official veto, which 

has happened on many occasions, but by the back door. By 

impoundment. By cutting back on the funds. By holding up 

on the money. 

It is important that working people understand the 

budgetary process. That budget represents a tremendous 

amount of the resources of this country-- $268.7 billion 

worth. That's about one-fourth of the total Gross National 

Product. That budget relates to state governments and county 

governments and local governments, because every state budget, 

every state government depends on a certain amount of its 

revenue to come from the federal government over and above 

what we call revenue sharing. Because of the Nixon Adminis-

tration cutbacks, every state budget, therefore, has had to 

be trimmed or tailored •. Mr. Nixon doesn't want any tax 

increase at the federal level. He's perfectly willing, however, 

to have it pushed back on the state and local level, to see 

property taxes going up, even though he talks piously 
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about how we must reduce property taxes. 

These are things about which I want to engage your 

attention, because we can't give up this budget fight. 

We started out in the Congress of the United States this 

year saying that we were going to have budget reform. We 

haven't any. It hasn't taken place. And one of the 

proposed budget reforms would merely place the responsibility 

on some of the more conservative establishment of the Congress 

to decide what the future budget will be. I don't want to 

jump from the frying pan of the OMB into what I would call 

the hot coals of the conservatives of the Congress. I want 

you to have something to say about this. I want us to have 

something to say about the priorities of this country. You're 

a great union here. You supported us in a resolution I 

prepared on what we call "our national priorities." But 

again may I say most emphatically, the Congress as yet has 

not acted on that resolution -- and this is a Democratic 

Congress. We ought to be acting on it and not just stay 

glued to that TV tube. 

Because when it's all said and done, when Watergate is 

all over, we ought to have campaign reform, election reform, 

campaign financing reform. These are minimums. The dollar 

check-off system which we once again passed ( I offered the 

amendment again this year; the Republicans fought us; we 

voted for it two to one J we locked it in) has now been signed 

. . \ 
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into law. The Internal Revenue Service is required to 

place the check-off box on the front page of the return 

or beside the taxpayer's signature line. 

And, after we're all through with these reforms --

and they are highly important, what about helping the 

school children of this country? What about helping the 

poor of this country? What about jobs? Herbert Hill of 

the NAACP reminded us the other day that 50 percent of 

our black youth are unemployed. And you wonder why there's 

trouble in these cities. And the government sits around 

here and does nothing. 

What about the social services? What about the funds 

that we need for clinics for drug addiction? For alcoholism? 

What about the fact that this Administration is trying to 

make our old people pay higher medicare payments? What about 

the need for comprehensive health care coverage? What about 

the need for a better energy program than we have? Or are 

we going to let oil companies and the government together 

force us to pay more for our fuel -- which they're doing --

at least they are up in our part of the country. You wonder 

whether or not there's going to be any fuel oil at all, no 

matter what you pay. What about a government that hasn't any 

program for food? And · now I read the stories that we're 

going to cut back on school lunch programs. They're going to 

cut out the school milk programs in a nation where we still 

find malnutrition. 

' ' I 
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I want the labor movement to go to work and fight for 
these things that need to be done in this country. You 
know we need some scrappers around here these days. One 
of the reasons I associated myself early with the labor 
movement is that we dared to try, even if we lost. We 
were willing to fight, willing to speak up. And this union 
of yours has been one of the most socially active unions 
in all of the labor movement. You haven't just talked for 
your members; you've talked for the whole nation. 

But we've got to continue the fight. We can't get 
trapped in to just a TV extravaganza. We've got to get 
down to the things that need to be done. I remind you that 
the prime interest rate is 8 1/4 percent. And I met with 
an economist today who said, "Senator Humphrey, it'll be 
10 percent before the end of this year." And you wonder 
what's going to happen to the housing program. What young 
family who is starting their life together can afford that 
kind of interest rate for 30 years ~ The average young 
couple buying a house today puts their name on that line for 
thirty years. And they'll pay for that house .2 1/2 times 
what the capital of that house is before it's theirs --or 
more at these interest rates. 

What about the cost of financing this government? I've 
often wondered why it is that everyone else is supposed to 
have controls, except bankers. Isn't it interesting that 
the one way that this Administration feels you can control 

•) 
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"inflation," as they call it, is by tight credit and high 
interest rates. Now that's the old fashioned, political, 
economic medicine . That's just like Old Ward's Liniment 
that used to take off the warts , take care of your lumbago, 
good for arthritis, sore throat -- sort of a general all

around remedy. The problem is that it killed a lot of patients. 
By the same token, so does this system of tightening 

up on the money, tightening up on the interest. Only a few 
months ago we were talking about the highest interest in a 
hundred years. That's when the prime rate was 7 percent. 
Today it's 8 1/4. It went up to 8 1/2. They brought it 
down again to 8 1/4. But just as surely as we're in this 
room and listen well to what I tell you -- it'll be 8 1/2. 
And, if it's 8 1/2 prime, that means for the best credit;it 
doesn't take care of any of you in this room. 

Most of you here are family people. Now I've always 
said that the way you test whether a government is doing 
its job is to say, "What does it mean to my family?" When 
I sought this high office of the Presidency, I said I want 
to be the President for the American family. I understand 
something about families. I understand what it means to see 
your kids have to look for a job -- what it means to have to 
pay those bills. I can honestly say that we've never made 
it easy for the Humphrey boys. They've had to go on out and 
do it on their own. I've watched them try to meet these 
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accounts. 

We've got a President today and an Administration 

that is not interested in what happens with the family. 

It's primarily concerned about what it can do to help 

things out in the corporate board rooms. That's what 

they are talking about today. And the evidence is there. 

The profits of corporations, after taxes, went up 14.5 

percent in 1971; 15.5 percent in 1972; and, in the first 

five months of 1973, 32.8 percent. That's right. And 

they're going up more. 

And the biggest mistake that this country ever made 

is when the Administration took off Phase Two and went to 

Phase Three -- and permitted everyone to jockey themselves 

into a position literally to milk the country. So today 

you find unbelievable conditions existing in this nation, 

where a freeze has been put on, a freeze where there are 

so many inequities that some of the people who ought to be 

producing the food that we eat are not producing it. And 

some of the people that ought to be producing the products 

that we need are not producing them. 

To give you one example, I met this last week, with 

the turkey producers in the state of Minnesota. We're the 

largest turkey producipg state in the country. And these 

poultry p~oducers said to me, "Senator, we cannot produce 

the birds at the cost of the feed. We have no assurance of 

' / 
It 

I 

') 

'· 



-14:... 

the propane or the fuel oil that we need. Yet we've got 

to maintain temperatures for those birds at 90 to 95 degrees. 

And we cannot have a slack for one single hour. Unless we 

can have the assurance that we're going to get the fuel, we 

are not going to produce a single bird." That's 29 million 

turkeys that will not be produced in this country and there'll 

be no turkey. 

Oh yes, but that's just one little item. I tried to 

get this government of ours, I tried to get your labor move-

ment and ~ labor movement interested in what we call a food 

reserve program in this country. 

What do I mean? We've got strategic metals piled up 

that cost us billions of dollars -- everything from chromium 

to magnesium, to tin to lithium, you name it, we've got it. 

There are stocks of copper, lead, tin, zinc. We said we 

would never be caught again because of the inability to protect 

ourselves in case of a massive attack. So we have a large 

supply of strategic metals. And we pay the price for them. 

We warehouse these metals. Nobody complains about it at all. 

It's gone on for years. I haven't read -an article about it. 

But when the copper prices went up here in 1967, skyhigh, I 

was in an Administration that came over to Congress and said, 

"We want to release copper from the stockpile." That brought 

the copper prices right down to a fair and reasonable rate. 

It also made copper available for the factories that needed 

it so workers had jobs. 
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We've got a military establishment over here that's 

got enough reserves of bombs to fight about five wars. We 
have a reserve army, reserve planes, reserve ships -- in 

mothballs as they call it. The only thing that we don't 
have in reserve that's really necessary around here for 

life is some food. And there was a fellow by the name of 

Napoleon that once said, "An army fights on its stomach." 

Well, Napoleon or no Napoleon, let's just talk, not 

about the military, but the consumer aspects. Had we been 

doing what some of us have been advocating and pleading for 

and I've been in the forefront of this battle --we would 

have had a reserve, a strategic reserve of corn, soybeans 

and feed grains that would have protected our market at 

horne and made it possible for us not to have to cancel a 

single export abroad. We ought to have it. And we ought 

not to call it a surplus. 

We're never going to have low food prices again. Just 
as sure as I'm looking at you, remember that the day of low 

food prices is gone! Once they're up, they don't come down 
much. They're just going to stay there. Oh,we'll have some 
variables, on such things as fresh fruits and vegetables, 

but that's about it. The demand for food around the world 

is terrific and we ought to have -- just to give you an idea --

500 million bushels of wheat in storage at all times. This 

I .. 
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means that we would not be caught in the situation we're 

in today, where we literally don't have any. We ought to 

have 40 million tons of corn in storage. That's a three-

month supply, that's all. You can't have beef and pork 

and you can't have dairy products without corn. And we 

ought to have 50 million bushels of soybeans in reserve at 

all times. That's about less than a two-months' supply. 

This would mean again that your pork prices, your beef 

prices and your poultry prices would not go through the 

roof. 

Had that reserve been here today, you would have been 

able to level off this food situation right now, to have 

been able to take care of our domestic needs. All of this 

hullaballu that you're reading about exports controls isn't 

going to help you one bit. The horse is out of the barn 

before Richard locked the door. Make no mistake about it, 

it's gone. 

Now the news comes that we're going to have to cut back 

the senior citizens' feeding program. We're going to cut 

back on the school feeding program. We're going to have to 

cut back on the breakfast program. We're going to have to 

cut back on the program that we call supplementary feeding. 

All of these things on which we've worked for years are being 

pushed aside, because of what we, as a people, not only as 

a government, have neglected and I want this labor movement 
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to start to fight! I want them to start calling the shots. 

We've got an investigating committee on Watergate 

that'll do better than any of us. Now we've got to start 

talking about how we're going to build 'some houses that we 

can afford to purchase. We're going to have to talk about 

how we're going to feed people. We're going to have to 

talk about how we're going to employ people. We're going 

to have to talk about whether we're going to have vocational-

technical shcools. We're going to have to talk about whether 

there is real equality in education. We're going to have 

to start talking about whether there is going to be any civil 

rights for our people or whether we're going to retreat. 

And this Administration has not been retreating on just a 

couple of these points. We've had a massive retreat on every 

one of these fronts. 

And that's why I'm up here with you tonight. Because 

you can do something about it back home. I know it may be 

difficult. As they used to say back home, "Don't talk much 

politics in the summer; everybody wants to go fishing." I 

know that, but the prices of fish are up tool 

Well, that's about all I had to say to you except that 

it's kind of good to remind people that it was just a year 

ago this month that the man who's in the White House today 

and his Secretary of the Treasury said that by January, the 

first of the year, they'd have a major, total, comprehensive tax 
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reform package before the Congress. You've forgotten that. 
I haven't. Then we heard that they couldn't have it ready 
by January. They'd have it ready by March. We still don't 
have it. We're not going to get it. Tax reform means that 
the boys that have been paying their bills are going to have 
to pay their fair share and every family in this country that 
has an income of under $25,000 a year has an interest in tax 
reform. And that takes care of an awful lot of you, too, I'll 
tell you. All that tax reform means is that we pay our fair 
share. You've got a big stake in this. 

When you get back home, and you call the membership 
together(it's hard to get them in these days, I know that), 
discuss this record of the Nixon Administration. Remember 
that all you need in every union is a few good articulate 
stand-up people, men and women who know what the issues are, 
who are prepared to take on all comers, who will get up 
there and have the courage to call upon the membership to 
take a stand and we'll start to get things done in this country. 

We don't have to have a hundred million leaders in 
America. You don't have to have 15 million leaders in the 
labor movement. You don't have to have 600,000 of them in 
the State, County and Municipal Employees. All you need to 
have is you, right here. I have said so many times in my 
public life, that if we could have just a few people, 
dedicated, willing to fight, understanding the issues, 
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knowing when to attack and when not, knowing when to take 

a stand and when to back away, knowing how to carry on the 

battle -- then we could do almost anything that we need to 

do. It won't be easy. There are no easy ways out. We're 

going to have a tough time for years to come, because this 

Administration has loused up this economy more in a period 

of 4 1/2 years than anyone since the time of Herbert Hoover. 

And we're going to pay dearly. 

Did you ever think you'd live to see the time, that 

day after day, you could. pick up that newspaper and see the 

American dollar under threat abroad? Did you ever think 

you'd see the day that we were importing a lot more than we 

were able to export? Did you ever think that you'd see the 

day that, after we lectured the whole world that they ought 

to buy our agricultural products, we'd put on an embargo when 

they were just ready to buy? Did you ever think that you'd 

see the day that this Administration would permit interest 

rates to become usurious and then say it was all done in the 

name of prudent fiscal policy? This has happened. 

Did you ever think you'd see the day that the Congress 

of the United States could appropriate funds on a roll call 

vote, the President would sign the legislation, the money 

was made available and · then for some reason or another it 

just disappeared? It never got to where it was supposed to 

go. It was tied up and they called it impoundment in the 

name of fighting inflation. 
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There are so many things that have happened to us 

lately, dear friends, that it almost confounds you; that 

it, as the kids say, just "blows your mind." Well don't 

let it. Just get your piece of paper out and start putting 

down what you think we need to do. 

What are the things you need to do? First, you organize, 

organize, organize, not only economically, but politically. 

You have great power. You can be the spokesman in every 

central body. You can be the spokesman in the American 

Federation of Labor and CIO in this country. You have the 

talent. You're vigorous, you're young, you're diversified. 

You come from every part of this country. You work at 

government. You have people who can teach you how to do 

these things. And, believe me, if you don't take on your 

share of the burden, I'm here to tell you it won't get done. 

I've been around this town a long time. As I've said to some 

people, I not only know where the bodies are buried, occasionally 

I carried one there myself. 

We're going to get just the kind of government that we 

fight for, that's all. If we're willing to turn over the 

power tools to the vested interests, they'll take it. They 

know what to do with it and they do it shamelessly. It 

doesn't bother them a bit to read in the paper that their 

profits went up 32 1/2 percent after taxes. It does bother 

them to hear that you got a 6 percent wage increase. That 

just shakes them up badly. It doesn't bother them at all to 
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read that the prime rate is the highest it's ever been in 

this nation's history, and going up, but it just bothers 

them to no end - may I tell you, no end at all - if you 

get a little extra dime on that pension· plan. It gives 

them nervous prostration. 

You've got to be willing to take your stand and that 

helps me take my stand. But I learned a long time ago, 

that if you're going to go into battle, you've got to have 

more than the general that's willing to fight. You'd 

better have some troops. And I'm looking over my shoulder. 

Thank you, very much. 

# # # # # 
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this town.., d/ when it's happening here, it's happening elsewhere. 

e first thing we have to recognize is that whatever this government does, 

or does not do-- either one: its acts of omission or commission -- everything 

has a basic effect upon the lives of every American, every family, every com-

munity, and indeed upon the entire world. Now that's the message we have 

almost forgotten, as we get caught up in what is the scandal of the day, as 

we get caught up in the sensational news of the day . 

not here, in any way , to downplay the significance of the tragedy, the 
w~ unbelievable, incredible scandal of Watergate. It's a national shamel!l want 

to say quickly about it~~at it does not represent~ people have 

said it represents: "that's the way politics is." 

Politics is that way. The politics of some may be , but it is not the ..-<.--

pattern of American politics. Politics is not breaking and entering. It isn't 

going into people's offices and breaking into their files. It isn't wiretapping. 

It isn't conspiracy. It isn't obstruction of justice. It isn't burglary. Those 

are criminal acts. Politics may include exaggeration. It may include waste 

of funds and campaign funds, ineptness and even ignorance. But it doesn't 
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include what we just mentioned . And for people to try spread the mess-

age in this country that what we're seeing here in this expos~ is just American . ' 

politics , is ..... .,.. to take a few specific acts of a few specifi c indi viduals and 

try to translate that into an American pattern. 

I've been in politics a long time and I've never wiretapped anybody . And 

I haven't broken into their offices, and I haven't had any of my associates do 

so. I haven't butglari zed . hen I say 11 1 ' , ' I'm talking about the elected 

official s of this country . 

~ p.Y 
iilli:!t-1 don't wantjgood friends in the labor movement, where politics means 

so much to you and your families, to let this whole political process be contami-

nated and literally corrupted in .the public mind because of the s ecific acts of 

clear the 

record. We'll wait for all the evidence to come in. I'm not going to pass judgt-

ment hete. I'm not going to.-l!ll~~t short- cut what we call the pt~ocesses of justice. 

I'm not going to ••• second guess what the investigating committee is going to 

discover. I'm not ~ven going to assess blame. ·I'm simply going to say that it 

is unkind and unfair , and it is a terrible thing to try ? make it appear~y.that 

we now witness on the television screen is the political pattern in 

American life . Because it isn't. 
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Now we ought to do a little better when we get into public life 

When you•re a leader, it doesn•t give you a privilege. It gives you a responsi

who 
bility. And every person "-t has a leadership role, whether you• rea council 

director, a member of a board, or a president or a vice president of a union or 

sponsibility. That•s what leadership means. o have it appear that leader-

ship means that you just have it nice, that you• re above the law, or beyond 

it, or that you make the law as you see fit for your own purposes, that•s 

not leadership . That•s arrogance , -~._~S'la~r=ZS:Ctl::ts'And we ought 

not to confuse it. 

e.. 
Now let me suggest that we g~t down to the issues that really affect the lives 

ofyour members. You have 650,000 or more /" thousand a week coming in. 

ou represent more than that. What you do, in terms of the people in govern-
t 

ment at state, county and municipal levels, 

whether they•re in your membership or not. You, in a very real sense, subsidize 

--by your dues, by your work, by your leadership, by your grievance procedu res, 

by the host of things that you do-- you subsidize hundreds of thousands of others 

who have, as yet, not become a member of this great organization. 
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et me say to them-- and I hope you'll remember this as you talk to those 

yet to be organized-- that every time Stan organization such as this grows in 

strength, it provides just that much more security, that much more protection, 

for those tt.•~~eoin these positions of responsibility in state and local government. 

an active, participating member. fter all, you're working for them. 

heir being out weakens your position. Their being in strengthens their 

position. And I think there's a great chance for us to do a marvelous job of or-

gani zation around the country. 

Now you've done a good deal of work in political education and political 

action. - I'm pleased to note that your director here in that field, Bill Welsh, 

has been making some comments about the Minnesota State Legislature, about 

the last session of our legislative assembly in Minnesota. We've been waiting 

for a hundred years to have a~ majority in both houses of the legislature. We've 

We've elected a Lieutenant 

Governor. We've elected a Public Serivce Commissioner. We had a majority 

several times in the House of Representative/ ut never a majority in the 

State Senate since Minnesota became a state. Never a majority. This time we 

put it all together. 

f 
( 

One of the reasons we put it all together is because we all worked together. 

I spent a good deal of my time and resources and energy working to help others . ---. 
in the state of Minnesota an 
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a fact. I traveled throughout my state campaigning for every one of our legis-

lative candidate~ orking for the entire ticke as we have for years. I've 

always figured that political popularity is like money in the bank. It was there 

to be drawn out, to be used. Now if you're running a close one, and you've got 

to take care of just your own hide, that's another matter. But if a man has any 

ex ra, he ought to share it and he ought to give some of it to help somebody else. 

We pulled together- Senator Mondale, Senator Humphrey , the governor of 

our state and the rest of us got in there and we put together a winning combina-

tion. And it produced results. We went to the people with programs, and said 

we would do a certain number of things. ~ur own representa-

tives from Minnesota will tell you that never has any state in as short a period 

of time as we did in this last year, put together as much constructive legislation 

that was to your benefit and to the benefit of people 

That's enough on that level. Now let me talk about Washington. I have been 

trying to say over the years, without acrimony, witn•~~~FCliO:iJii:d;aArtMio!'lll .. ll., ~ 

•1!1!111!11 do not have enemies, I have adversaries. I worry about people that list 

somebody as the enemy, whether that's internationally or domestically. We can 

have competitors and adversaries. Enemies you seek to destroy. Adversaries 

you seek to defeat. There's a great deal of difference. The mind that conceives 

of people as enemies indicates something about the personality and something 

about the character. 
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The man that occupies he White House today has tremendous power. In 

68 campaign, as well as in tlie 72 campaign, our standard bearers were 

trying to tell the American people what was in the offing for them. I remember 

in 68 I said you•re not just electing a president, you•re choosing a Supreme 

Court. You• re not only doing that, you• re choosing agencies to protect the 

public interest. Every one of these many agencies - Securities Exchange 

Commission, Federal Trade Commission, Federal Power Commission, Federal 

Communications Commission --whatever it is -- these are supposed to be ex-

tentions of the arms of Congress to help protect the public, to give the public 

a square deal. But when you elect a president, you not only elect a man, you 

e lect a whole system for a whole period of time. 

And I also said that when a man is re-elected and has no place to go except 

to seek his place in history, you can find the true colors of the man. When 

January 1973 came aroun~you began to see what the Nixon Republican Admin

istration really meant for this country. Now just for a moment, let•s set aside 

Watergate. Because one of the curses of Watergate is that it has deflected our 

attention, distracted us from things that mean a great deal to your families, 

to this nation, to these communities, to these towns and cities and counties 

and villages and the people that live in them. We started this session of Con-
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Put your money where your mouth is, as they say. What was this administra-

tion putting its money on? Where was it t~king it away? And when we started 

e Constitutional 

E:iii~~~t~~~••,.llll~ of the confrontation between the Congress and the 

Executive Branch of the government ' he Office of Management and Budget 

disregarding the actions of Congress; f he President through impoundment 

exercising PoCK.(T veto.l f iling programs. The President took an oath of 

office that says he pledges to y 

at the word "execute" and said it's an old-fashioned meaning; it means "kill'. 

housing programs for the low and lower-middle income people 

of this nation. ural housing programs. ater and sewer programs, nviron-1 ) I 
mental programs. ducation programs; research programs; medical programs : J 

How were they 

killed? By the normal legislative process? These programs were killed by the. 

sledgehammer, not of an official veto, which has happened on many occasions, 

but by the back door. By impoundment. By cutting back on the funds. By 
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,s 
hat budget representa a tremendous amoun of the resources of this country __ 

$268.7 billion worth. That's about one-fourth of the total Gross National Product. 

That budget relates to state governments and county governments and local govern-

ecause every state budget, every state government depend on a certain 

to come from the federal governmen 

tailored. Mr. Nixon doesn't want any tax increase at the federal level. He's 

perfectly willing, however, to have it pushed back on the state and local leve~ 

f!ela(!I!!M~....ailill:l:lii!J to see property taxes have to go up, even though they talk 

piously about how we must reduce property taxes. 

These are things about which I want to engage your attention. Because we 
;c 

can't give up thas aght. We started out in the Congress of the United S8ates this 

year saying that we were going to have budget reform. We haven't got any. It 

the future budget will be. I don't want to jump from the frying pan of the OMB 

into what I would call the hot coals of the conservatives of the Congress. I want 

you to have something to say about this. I want us to have something to say about 

. -
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the priorities of this country. You• rea great union here. You supported us in a 

resolution I prepared on what we call 11our national prioritie 1 • 

Democratic Congress. We ought to be acting on i 

tube. 

Because when it1s all said and don) when Watergate is all over, we ought to 

have campaign reform, election reform, campaign financing reform. These are 

ff system which we once again passed 

amendment again this year; the Republicans fought us; we vot 

we locked it in 

~;~;E;;;S~~d~y~ou wonder why there•s trouble in these 

cities. And the government sits around here and does nothing. 

What about the social services? What about the funds that we need for clinics 

for drug addiction? For alcoholism? What about the fact that this dministration 
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~~~~~~~Ae•~ytvhataboutthe 
need for comprehensive health care coverage? What about the need for a better 

energy program than we have? Or are we going to let oil companies and the 

government together force 

doing-- at least they are up in our part of the country. You wonder whether or 

not there•s going to be any fuel oi I at all, no matter what you pay. What about a 

government that hasn•t any program for food. And now I read the stories that 

we•re going to cut back on school lunch programs. They•re going to cut out the 

school milk programs 

done in this country. You know we need some scrappers around here these 

days. One of the reasons I associated myself early with the labor movemen~ 

is that we dared to try, even if we lost. We were willing to fight, willing to 

speak up. And this union of yours has been one of the most socially active 

You haven•t just talked for your members } 

you•ve talked for the whole nation. 

But we•ve got to continue the fight. We can•t get trapped in to just a TV 

extravanganza . We1ve got to get do n to the things that need to be done 

, rime interest ratet -k 

).# 

And I met with an economist today who 
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sai~ 11Senator Humphrey, it'll be 10 before the end of this year." And you 

wonder what's going to happen to the housing program. What young family 
t 

s arting their life together can afford that kind of interest rate for 0 

And they'll pay for that house H times 

rate . --... 

(\ 

t st of financing this governmenl l've often wondered why it is that 

everyone else is supposed to have control i except bankers 

Isn't it interesting that the one way that this 
t • 

trol 11 inflatio')' as they call it, is 6y · 

Now that's the old ashione;!. politica) economic medicine. That's just like 

Old Ward's Lin ment that used to take off the warts, take care of your lumbago, 

good for arthritis , sore throa ort of a general all-around remedy. The 

problem is that it killed a lot of patients. 

the same token, so does this system of tightening up ·on the money, 

tightening up on the interest. Only a few months ago we were talking about 

the highest interest rates in a hundred years. That's when the prime rate 
I 

ent up to St. They brought it down again to 8-k, 

just as surely as we're in this room-- and listen well to what I tell you-- it'll 
I 

be St _ n5if it's St prime, that means for the best creditiiillcdkoesn't take 

care of any of you in this room. 
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.__. l~nnst of you here are family people. Now I've always said that the way 

you test whether a government is doing its job is to say "'what does it mean to my 
• >· '; = 

family, " When I sought this high office of the presidency, I said I want to be the --president for the American family. c.t;BI:Ut I understand something about fami lies . --
~tbtll& I understand what it means to see your kids have to look for a jo6 

it means to have to pay those bills. I can honestly say that we've never made it 

easy for the Humphrey boys. They've had to go on out and do it on their own. 

I've watched them try to meet these accounts. 

resident today and Wii;M-.e an ministration 

':::" 
that is not interested in what happens oitia..t~i2mily &liAill! 1 eom , 01 I:&J8Ji'OPE 

t's primarily concerned about --what can do to help things out in the corporate oard rooms. That's wha t they 

are talking about today. And the evidence is there. The profits of corporation l 

afte r taxe; went up 14. ~m 1971; 15.5 in 1972 : and_,i n the first five months of 

1973, 32.8 . That's right. And they're going up more. 

and permitted everyone .to jockey themselves 

today you find unbelievable con-

ditions existing in this nation · ;I where a freeze has been put 

~L .n ~ 
on

1 
freeze t where there - o many inequitie~ that some of the peop le~ 

~---ught to be producing the food that we eat are not producing it. And some 
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of the people that ought to be producing the products that we need are not producing 

them. 

To give you one example, I met this last week, with the turkey producers in 

the state of Minnesota. We're the largest turkeyfproducing state in the country. 

And these poultry producers said to me, Senator, we cannot 

produce the birds at the cost of the feed. 

pane or the fuel oil that we need~ we've got to maintain temperatures for those 

birds at 9 degrees. And we cannot have a slack for one single hour. 

n less we can have the assurance that we're going to get the fuel, we are not 
~ . 

going to produce a single bird. That's 29 million turkeys that will not be pro-

duced in this country and there'll be no turkey. 

Oh yes, but that's just one little item. I tried to get this government of 

ours 
7 

I tried to get your labor movement and ~labor movement interested 

in what we call a food reserve program in this country. 



J 
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What do I mean? We've got strategic metals 

to tin to lithium, you name it, we've got it.~?tocks of copper, lead, tin, zinc . 

We said we would never be caught again because of the in-

supply of strategic metals. And we pay the price for them. We warehouse these 

metal s. Nobody complains about it at all. It's gone on for years. I haven't 

read an article about it. But when the copper prices went up here in 1967, 

skyhigh , I was in an dministration that came over to Congress and said, "We -
want to re lease copper from the stockpile." 

righ t dow ~7,a fair and reasonable rate. It also made copper avai l- \ 
able for the factories that needed it so workers had jobs. 

~e've got a military establishment over here that's qot 

enough reserves of bombs to fight abouf five wars. We have a 
~ reserve army, reserve planes, reserve shios4 1n mothballs as they 

call it. The only thing that we don't have in reserve that's 

really necessary around here for life is some food. And there was a 

fellow by the name of Napoleon ·that once said, "An army fights on its 
stomach." 

Well , Napoleon or no Napoleon, let's just tal~ tlll!!rt 
consumer aspects. Had we been doing what some of us have been advocating and 

- f nd I've been in the forefront of this battle 

serve, a strategic reserve of corn, soybeans,and feed grains that would have 
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protected our market at home and made it possible for us not to have to cancel 

a single export abroad. e ought to have it. And we ought not to call it --
a surplus. 

We're never going to have low food prices again. Just as sure as sure as I'm 

looking at you, remember that the day of low food prices is gone! Once they're 

~fresh fruits ·and vegetables , but that's about it. The 

'\ --
--~around the world is terrific and w~ ought to have '(just 

~ -~ -~~~~~ 
to give yo{\s.f>flM!II~fMIIoeti~W4illoo!QIII81M.i&el_.llfiiiEI SO bushels of wheat in 

storage at all times. means that we would not be caught in the situation 

we're in today, where we literally don't have any. We ought to have 40 million 

tons of corn in storage. That's a three-month supply, that's all. -have beef and pork and you can't have dairy products without corn. And we ought 

to have SO million bushels of soybeans in reserve at all times. That's about less 

fit.; 

than ould mean again that your pork prices, your beef 

~..--Y._ou would hav~ been able, had that reserve been here today, to level ~ 

now, to have been able to take care of our domestic needs 

~I of this hullaballu that you're reading about••• exports controls isn't 

going to help you one bit. The horse is out of the barn before Richard got 

to lock the door. Make no mistake about it, he's gone. 
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There aren't any soybeans around 

comes that we're going to have to cut back the senior citizens1feeding progra~ • 

e're going to cut back on the school feeding programt , e're going to have to -
cut back on the breakfast program. We're going to have to cut back on the 

program that we call supplementary feeding. All of these things 

for years are being pushed aside, because of what w~ as a people, not only as 

a government, have neglected and I want this labor movement to start to fight! 

I want them to start to call the shots. 

We've got an investigating committee on Watergate that'll do•••••lt 

better than any of us. Now we've got to start talking about how we're going to 

about how we're going to feed people. We're going to have to talk about how 

we're going to employ eople. We're going to have to talk about whether we're 
' ' 

schools. We're going to have to talk about whether there is 

real equality in education. We're going to have to start to ~-·L-

there is going to be any civil rights for our people/ r whether we're going 

to retreat nd this administration has not only been retreating J's been a 

massive retreat on every one of these fronts. 

And that's why I'm up here with you tonight. Because you carl do something 

about it back home. I know things are good ..- they used to say back home, 

11~on•t talk much politics in the summer: everybody wants to go fishing . 11 1 know that, -
but the prices of fish are up too! 
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~ I to ~et into tile rest of that, tb~w91ole Got tee mach the• e) I just Wdfit to say, that, 

said that by January, the first of the year, they'd have a major, total, compre-

hensive tax reform package before the Congress. You've forgotten that. I haven't. 

cou ldn't have it ready by January 

got it. We're not going to get it. 

have been paying their bills are going to have to pay their fair share and every 

family in this country that has an income of under $25,000 a year has an interest 

in tax reform. And that takes care of an awful Jot of you, too, I'll tell you . . 

~ -----
II that tax reform means is that we pay our fair share. You've got a 

big stake in this. hen you get back home, and you call the membership 

it's hard to get them in these days, 

ja · · _ · - · er 1~all you need in 

every union is a few good articulate stand-up peopl'/ " en and women who 
~ 

know what the issues are, prepared to take on all comer/ that will get 

up there and have the courage to call upon the membership to take a stand 
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and we'll start to get things done in this country. 

We don't have to have a hundred million leaders in America. You don't 

have to have 15 million leaders in the labor movement u don't have to have 

600,000 of them in the State, County and Municipal Employees. All you need 

to have is you, right here. I have said so many times in my public life, that 

if '(ould h~ve just a few people, dedicated, willing to fight, understanding 

the issues, knowing when to attac and when not, knowing when to take a 

stand and when to back away, knowing how to carry on the battle-- W'4il s;;an 

do almost anything that we need to dJ 

,;---
t won't be easy. There are no easy ways out. We're going to have a 

tough time for years to come, because this dministration has loused up this 

economy more in a period of 4-i years than anyone since the time of Herbert 

Hoover. .Att!li!~ ...... . And we're going to pay dearly. 

pick up that newspaper and see the America 
~ 

under threat abroad, 

abroad could not sell? Did you ever think you'd see the day that we were im-

porting a lot more than we were able to export? Did you ever think you'd see 

the day that after We lectured the whole world that they ought to buy our 

agricultural products we'd put out an embargo when they were just ready 



- 19-

? Did you ever think that you'd see the day that this Administration would 

permit interest rates to become usurious 

of prudent fiscal policy. This has happened. 

Did you ever think you'd see the day tna ongress of the United States could 

appropriate funds on a roll call vote_, the President would sign the legisla tion/ 

the money was made available an ~ or some reason or ano~ it just 

disappeared? It never got to where it was supposed to goe t)! was tied up 

and they called it impoundment in the name of fighting inflation ~ 

There are so many things that have happened to us lately, dear friends, 

that it almost confounds you; that it, as the kids say, just "blows your mind ... " 

Well don't let it ~st get your piece of paper out and · 

putting down what you think we need to do. 

start 

What are the things you need to do? First, you organize, organize, organize, 

not only economically, but politically. You have great power. You can be the 

spokesman in every central body. You can be the spokesman in the American 
LA O(._ 

Federaltion of and CIO in this country. You have the talent. You're vigorous, 

you're young , you're diversified. You come from every part of this country. You 

work at government. You have people who can teach you how to do these things. 

And believe me, if you don't take on your share of the burden, I'm here to te ll 
I 

. you it won't get done. I've been around this town a long time. 

some people, I not only know where the bodies are buried , occasionally I 

carr'e d one there mysel f. 
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We're going to get just the kind of government that we fight for, that's 

al . If we're willing to turn over the power tools to the vested interests ) 

~!!lil•••••ll!!liallll=:lli:a=Cml==~ they' II take it. They know 

what to do with it and they do it shamelessly. It doesn't bother them a bit 

to read in the paper that thei ::rofits went up 3 J ~after taxes. It does 

bother them to hear that you go 'Awage increase. That just shakes them 
I 1/ . 

1lt doesn't bother them at all to read that the prime rate is the highest 

it's ever been in this nation's histor~ and going u~but it just f:?others them to 

no end- may I tell you, no end at all - if you get a little extra dime on that 

pension plan. 
.,of:" .,..,.._.-~ 

~••••••·J!tta!l .. ~ervous prostration. 

You've got to be willing to take 

your stand and that helps me take my stand. But I learned a long time ago, 

that if you're going to go into battle, you've got to have more than the gen-

era I that's willing to fight. You'd better have some troops. And I'm looking 

over my shoulder. 

~u, very much. 
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