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~T IS A PLEASURE FOR ME TO JOIN YOU THIS EVENING AT THE 

ANNUAL MEE2;NG OF THE ~SO~I~N Qf RfSzPENCES FOR THE 

RETARDED IN THE CAUSE TO WHICH YOU ARE DEVOTED IS ONE 

THAT IS CLOSE TO MY HEART) AND 1 FEEL BOTH KINSHIP WITH YOU 

AND ADMIRATION FOR YOUR WORK. 

+ 
~ NoT MANY YEARS AGO) IF A FAMILY HAD A RETARDED CHILD) IT 

WAS FACED WITH NEARLY INSURMOUNTABLE PROBLEMS -- ECONOMICALLY) 
-~·--

SOCIALLY) AND PSYCHOLOGICALLY. - -
~HERE WAS LIMITED KN~LEDGE ABOUT THE RETARDED, 

I THERE WERE FEW FACILITIES FOR THEIR CARE1 AND MOST WERE "" ~ -
EITHER EXORBITANTLY PRICED OR ~ LARGE INSTITUTIONS IN WHICH -
THE RETARDED WERE HIDDEN AWAY WITHOUT RECEIVING THE PERSONAL 

CARE OR INDIVIDUALIZED ATTENTION THEY SO VERY MUCH NEEDED. - -1-
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~BUT NOW WE ARE BEGINNING TO EMERGE FROM THE DARK AGES 

EFFORTS HERE IN MINNESOTA} AND THE EFFORTS OF YOUR FELLOW WORKERS 

- ~ 
IN OTHER STATES! HAVE MAD~SELF RESPECT, SIGNIFICANT SELF-

A -

SUPPORT} AND MEANINGFUL PARTICIPATION IN THE LIFE OF OUR SOCIETY 
::::=:=--- - --

FOR RETARDED PERSONS, 

J( TONIGHT} AS A RESULT} WE CAN CE~~ATE THE REMARKABLE GAINS 

WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE FOR OUR RETARDED CITIZENS HONOR 

THE EXCEPTIONAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF ONE OF THE MANY PEOPLE WHO -
HAVE MADE THESE ACHIEVEMENTS POSSIBLE)~~~. 

~ BUT OUR HA~NESS WITH THE DISTANCE WE HAVE TRAVELED ~S 

FAR CANNOT BLIND US TO THE GREAT WORK WHICH STILL NEEDS TO BE - -
DON~NY OF THE MOST VITAL TRANSFORMATIONS IN THE OPPORTUNITIES 

AVAILABLE TO THE RETARDED STILL LIE BEFORE US, 
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1-:HE MOST IMPORTANT OF THESE IS THE CH~GI~G OF PUBLIC 

ATTITUDES -- THE FOSTERING OF THE REALIZATION AMONG THE PEOPLE - ....... 

OF THIS COUNTRY THAT WE HAVE REACHED THE TIME WHEN IT IS 

IMPORTANT TO START TALKING ABOUT WHAT RETARDED PERSONS CAN DO, -- .......,.,. - ~ =--
RATHER THAN CONTINUOUSLY EMPHASIZI NG THEIR LIMITATIONS, 

~WE MUST CHANGE THE ATTITUDE OF HOPELESSNESS WHICH HAS 

PREVAILED IN THE PAST~THIS IS THE ESSENTIAL PREREQUISITE FOR 

BRINGING THE RETARDED MORE FULLY INTO OUR COMMUNITIES, AND 

GUARANTEEING TO THEM THE CHANCE TO ENHANCE AND UTILIZE THEIR 

- _ ....... --
ABILITIES TO THE FULLEST, 
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~THE DEVELOPMENT OF A POSITI~E PUBLIC ATTJTUDE TOWARD ~L 

RETARDATION WOULD DO MUCH TO CREATE THE CLIMATE NECESSARY TO 
~ ~ 

BRING TO FULFILLMENT MANY OF THE PROGRAMS -- SUCH AS SMALL 

-
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES FOR THE RETARDED WITHIN OUR COMMUNITIES 

.... .. 
WHICH NOW ARE BEGINNING~T IS ENCOURAGING., FOR 

EXAMPLE., THAT ALL BUT ONE OF THE HEARINGS ON RE-ZONING TO ALLOW 

RESIDENCES FOR THE RETARDED IN THE TWIN CITIES AREA RESULTED IN -
THE REQUIRED ZONING CHANGE, 

~THE TRANSFORMATION OF PUBLIC ATTITUDES ALSO WOULD DO MUCH 

TO ELIMINATE THE TRAGEDY OF PREVENTABLE OR READILY REMEDIABLE 

• -
R:T~~A~ON., WHERE IT IS DUE TO MALNUTRITIO~ REVERSIBLE PH~CAL 

=~ADY, OR SIMPLY THE ABSENCE IN THE EARLIEST YEARS OF ~ ~ 
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~D}QUA!ELY STIMULATING ENVIRONMENT~T IS NOT COINCIDENCE THAT 

SEVENTY-FIVE PERCENT OF ALL THE MENTAL RETARDATION ~ .. .., 

01' f? IS FOUND IN OUR POOR N~I~HBORHOODSl WHERE BASIC HEALTH 

~ THE SOLUT~N TO MANY OF THESE PROBLEMS IS BEYOND THE 

t\ 
CAPACITY OF LOCAL RESOURCES. WHAT IS REQUIRED IS A NATIONAL . 

~ 
EFFORT SPEARHEADED BY FEDERAL FUNDING 

~ THE P~MS OF MENTAL RETARDATION C~T BE SOLVED IN 

WASHINGTON~THEY CAN ONLY BE SOLVED WHERE THE WORK ACTUALLY IS 

BEING DONE. BUT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT CAN PROVIDE THE FUNDS 

AND SUPPORTING SERVICES NECESSARY TO MAKE YOUR EFFORTS A 

SUCCESS. 
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~THE SENATE ALREADJ IS ACTING ON LEGISLATION WHICH PROVIDES 

SOME OF THE PREREQUISITES FOR SUCCESSFUL PREVENTION AND 

TREATMENT OF MENTAL RETARDATION -- THE EXTENSION AND EXPANSION -- .. -- -------.........-

Wtc... 
OF NUTRIT~ROGRAMS FOR WOMEN AND CHILDRE)t THE CREATION OF 

DIAGNOSTIC COMPONENTS IN THE VARIOUS PRE-SCHOOL PROGRAMSJ AND 

THE PROVISION OF MAJOR NEW FUNDS FOR THE EDUCATION OF ALL - ...... 

I I ~··" HANDICAPPED CHILDREN~lN ADDITIONJ ~ l WIL~INTRODUCE ~ 

LEGISLATION TO PROVIDE WAGE SUPPLEMENTS TO THE HANDICAPPED 

WORKING IN SHELTERED WORKSHOPS AND IN WORK ACTIVITIES CENTERS, 

- · -
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~ IT IS INTERESTING THAT M~OF THE ACTIVITIES WHICH WE NOW 

CONSIDER TO BE SUCH NOVEL INNOVATIONS IN DIAGNOSIS AND CARE OF - ~ 

THE MENTALLY RETARDED/ AND WHICH THE PRESENT ADMINISTRATION FINDS 

FAR TOO EXPENSIVE FOR THIS COUNTRYJ ARE PART OF THE SOVIET 

UNION'S PROGRAM OF IDENTIFICATION AND TREATMENT OF THE RETARDED, 
-;::;:::::===- • -

~ THE SoVIET UNION FINDS IT PRACTIC~LE TO EXAMINE CHILDREN 

FOR SIGNS OF RETARDATION AT BIRTHJ AND TO HAVE SUBSEQUENT 
... .. 

EXAMINATIONS THEREAFTER TO FOLLOW UP ANY EARLY SIGNS OF DEVELOP-

MENTAL DISABILITIES~WHERE RETARDATION IS DIAGNOSED) THE CHILD 

MAY BE SENT TO A SPECIAL SCHOOL FOR THE RETARDEDf WHERE PARTICULAR 

ATTENTION IS GIVEN TO INDIVIDUAL INSTRUCTION AND THE PROVISION 

OF APPROPRIATE FACILITIES AND PROGRAMS. 

~ I CANNOT BELIEVE THAT THIS GREAT COUNTRY OF OURS :~CKS THE 

FUNDS NECESSARY TO 
-;;p: 

OR SURPASS SUCH ACCOMPLISHMENTS, 
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} AND I AM CERTAIN THAT EVEN A COUNTRY AS ~~URS 
L:., :::::==--

CANNOT 

AFFORD TO ALLOW THE ABILITIES AND PRODUCTIVE CAPACITIES OF OUR 

MILDLY AND MODERATEL~~UNUTILIZED• 
~'"' 

~ WE NEED TO CARRY THE MESSAGE TO THOSE OPP~ING ~DiliONAL 

FUNDS FOR THE REHABILITATION OF THE RETARDED AND THE HANDICAPPED 

THAT IT IS FAR MORE EXPENSIVE FOR SOCIETY TO FAIL TO PROVIDE ----
THE CARE THAT IS NEEDED.l!T COSTS MORE TO INSTITUTIONALIZE ONE 

RETARDED PERSON FOR LIFE THAN IT DOES TO PROVIDE RESIDENTIAL AND 

TRAINING SUPPORT FOR THREE PEOPLE~ND THAT IS WITHOUT CONSIDERING 

THE LOST PRODUCTIVE CAPACITY OF THOSE WHO ARE INSTITUTIONALIZED, 

~ UNFORTUN~;~~ · THIS MESSAGE HAS NOT YET BEEN UNDERSTOOD BY 

SOME OF THOSE WHO OUGHT THERE IS SOMETHING WRONG WITH 

THE PRIORITIES OF THIS 

COULD BE CAST LAST YEAR AGAINST BASIC LEGISLATION FOR EXTENSION 

AND IMPROVEMENT OF THE VocATIONAL REHABILITATION AcTJ 
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AND WHEN THE ADMINISTRATION'S BUDGET REQUESTS FOR EDUCATING 

THE HANDICAPPED REMAIN RIDICULOUSLY LOW. 

MUCH AS 

$486 MILLION FOR EDUCATING THE HANDICAPPED/ Bur BUDGET REQUESTS 

A .. !iii!!!@!!!!l!!!l!!!!lm~~---~ HAVE NEVER EXCEEDED $1~ Ml LLI ON • 

lAST MONDAY THE SENATE ONCE AGAIN -- IN ADOPTING AN AMENDMENT 

lJJ t~ l-·n-v..:t1~ 7 '1?J.... 
I_JOI~L~ S~ON:~E~-- ASSERTED THE NEED FOR A MASSIVE 

INCREASE IN AID TO THE HANDICAPPEDJ THIS TIME BY AUTHORIZING AN 

EMERGENCY ONE-YEAR GRANT TO THE STATES OF $632 MILLION FOR THE 
_.M , .. oc5: m Aa 

EDUCATION OF THE HANDICAPPED. - -
L I AM URGING THE HoUSE AND SENATE CONFEREES ON THE EDUCATION 

- - 1 ·· s=wo. 

BILL TO RETAIN THIS URGENT MEASURE IN THE FINAL BILL. 

------------------------·--------------===~-_/ 
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~URING THE PAST TWO YEARS THERE HAVE BEEN 36 COURT CASES 

IN 24 STATES ON EDUCATION FOR THE HANDICAPPED, 

~ IN~ CASES WHICH HAVE BEEN DECIDEDt DECISIONS HAVE BEEN 

SITUATION WILL PROVIDE SOME INCENTIVE 

ACCEPT THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES TO PROVIDE THE EDUCATION FOR THE 

HANDICAPPED WHICH THEY REQUIRE~~ 

~WHILE WE URGENTLY NEED THIS EMERGENCY MEASURE, WE ALSO 

NEED A CONTINUOUS EFFORT, 

~ LONG-RANGE, COMPREHENSIVE BILL FOR EDUCATION OF THE 

HANDICAPPED ($,6); OF WHICH I AM A CO-SPONSOR~ HAS BEEN BEFORE 
~ 

THE SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE HANDICAPPED FOR SOME TIME, 



ON THIS COMPREHENSIVE BILL. 

1-!_HE LO~G-RANGE, WELL-PLANNED EFFORT WE NEED CANNOT BE 

SUCCESSFULLY INAUGURATED UNLESS THOSE RECEIVING EMERGENCY FUNDS 

ARE CERTAIN THAT THEIR PROGRAMS WILL NOT HAVE TO BE DROPPED WITH 

THE EXPIRATION OF THE EMERGENCY MEASURE, 

I TWO 
~ ~MAJOR BILLS ALSO HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED RECENTLY DEALING 

SPECIFICALLY WITH THE PROBLEMS OF THE DEVELOPMENTALLY DISABLED, 

" THE HoUSE BILL IS BEFORE THE FULL COMMITTEE THIS WEEK. THE SENATE 

BILLJ ($,3378)J OF WHICH I AM A CO-SPONSORJ PRESENTLY IS BEFORE 

THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE HANDICAPPED, 

~ THE BILL BEFORE THE SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE INCLUDES SOME MAJOR 

REFORMS IN PROGRAMS FOR FEDERAL AID FOR THE RETARDED: 
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-- IT ESTABLISHES MINIMUM OPERATING STANDARDS FOR RESIDENTIAL 

FACILITIES FOR THE MENTALLY RETARDED~AND IT FURTHER A~IZES 

FUNDS TO BRING PUBLICLY OPERATED AND SUPPORTED FACILITIES INTO 

COMPLIANCE WITH THESE MINIMUM STANDARDS. 

~- IT REQUIRES THAT :TAT~S SUBMIT PLANS WHICH MEET FEDERAL 

STANDARDSJ AND THAT EACH STATE MAINTAIN AT LEAST ITS CURRENT LEVEL -
OF NON-FEDERAL EXPENDITURES( ANY RESIDENTIAL FACILITY WHICH 

FAILS TO ACHIEVE THE MINIMAL STANDARDS FOR SUCH FACILITIES FIVE .. __ 
YEARS AFTER THE ENACTMENT OF THIS LEGISLATION WILL NOT RECEIVE 

FEDERAL AID. 

~IT CREATES A BILL OF RIGHTS FOR THE DEVELOPMENTALLY 

DISABLEDJ SPELLING OUT STANDARDS WHICH MUST BE MET IN THEIR 

CARE. 
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-- IT SETS STANDARDS FOR MORE EFFECTIVE DIAGNOSIS AND :::: ,,_ . ; >-

~CREE~ FOR THE DEVELOPMEN!ALLY DISABLED) IN AN EFFORT TO 

ELIMINATE INAPPROPRIATE CLASSIFICATIONS AND INSTITUTIONALIZATIONS, 
lA .. 

~-- IT ~STABLISHES A COO~NATING AND PLANNING MECHANISM 

AT THE NATIONAL AND STATE LEVELS) IN AN EFFORT TO PROVIDE A 

CONTINUOUS FLOW OF INFORMATION AND ASSISTANCE BETWEEN STATE 

AND NATIONAL AGENCIES, ,.. 

~THE ENACTMENT OF THE SENATE BILL WILL BE A STEP IN THE 

DIRECTION OF RESOLVING MANY OF THE PROBLEMS WHICH HAVE PLAGUED 

CARE FOR THE RETARDED IN GENERAL AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF COMMUNITY 

RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES SPECIFICALLY. 
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~NoN-PRO£}T GROUPS ATTEMPTING TO OPEN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 

FOR THE RETARDED OFTEN HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO OVERCOME THE INITIAL 
-C D 6Ft 

OB:TACL::_2F ~ONSTRUCTION OR PURCHA~ START-UP ~OSTS FOR THE 

FI~~T MONTHS OF OPERATION~ AND OBTAINING OF ADEQUATE SKILLED 

s;A~~F THEY WERE ABLE TO OVERCOME THESE INITIAL BARRIERS, 

THEIR 
THEY HAVE FACED A LACK OF EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR ciTIII!! R' 

RE:;DENTS BEYOND THE MOST ~ENIAL LEVEL/ AND THE ALMOST TOTAL 

ABSENCE OF SUPPORTING COMMUNITY SERVICES, 

~ THE COORDINATED_ EFFOR!_ AND UNIFORM STANDARDS M---~~~ 

IN THE SENATE BILL WOULD PROVIDE THE KIND OF SUPPORT AND 

~ 
INFORMATION COMMUNITY RESIDENCES HAVE SO BADLY NEEDED., 

ss J r trm G - QG19 • 

~SUCH A PROGRAM WILL ALSO ENCOURAGE THE EXPANSION OF STATE 

PROGRAMS LIKE THE ONE DEVELOPING HERE IN MINNESOTA, 
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~THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A STATE PLANNI NG CAPACITY) HOWEVER 

RUDIMENTAR~ FOR LINKING TOGETHER THE EFFORTS OF RESIDENTIAL 

FACILITIES AND STATE INSTITUTIONS ON A REGIONAL BASIS BE8I JJ I!!Bt';t 

o£crOEDLY 
ISAA STEP IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION THIS WILL CONTRIBUTE TO THE '- ,. 

MORE EFFECTIVE USE OF STATE INSTITUTIONS ANn RESIDENTI AL -
FACILITIES. 

) « 
~ WE NOW CAN CLEARLY LOOK FORWARD TO A TI ME WHEN OUR=I;L~~~ 

( 
OF SUCCESS NO LONGER WILL BE OVERSHADOWED BY THE STORIES OF - . ..., 

~,u.~~ 
HUMAN MISERY EMANATING FROM WILLOWBROOK~ FROM ROSEWOOD~ AND FROM - ~ 

MANY OTHER RESIDENTIAL INSTITUTIONS ACROSS THE COUNTRY, -- ,,. ....... 
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AS NEW ALTERNATIVES ARE PROVIDED) THE•!!!!!!~ 

ILL-EQUIPPED AND SHODDILY OPERATE~ 
DIMLY REMEMBERED NIGHTMARES OF THE PAST. 

WI LJ: BECOME 

~ T~NI~T, AS WE REMEMBER THE PAST AND LOOK FORWARD TO THE 

OPPORTUNITIES OF THE FUTURE) IT IS FITTING THAT WE HONOR A 

REMARKABLE WOMAN WHO HAS BEEN A PIONEER IN OPENING THE FUTURE 

FOR US -- MISS EVELYN CARLSON - - ~ 
L!.!ss CARL:ON HAS BEEN DIRECTOR AND TEACHER AT THE HAMMER 

>'<4J~ L 
SCHOOL FO~ OVER FORTY YEARS SHE WAS ONE OF THE FOUNDERS OF 

THE MINNEAPOLIS AsSOCIATION FOR RETARDED CHILDREN) AND A MAJOR 

INFLUENCE IN THE FOUNDING OF THE DAY ACTIVITY CENTER COUNCIL OF 
....-. 

HENNEPIN CouNTY. 
~:::;:;;::=--- u _./ 



-17-

~HE HAS BEEN A COMBINATION TEACHER, COUNSELOR, ADMINISTRATOR, 

I I HER J .... 
~ N ALL OF .QWfto GROUND-BREAKING WORI)L.!!. ALL HER ACTIVITIES 

WITH COMMITTEES AND PLANNING GROUPS 4 AND1 MOST IMPORTANTLY 

/ 

IN HER WORK WITH THE CHILDREN OF HAMMER SCHOOLi EVELYN CARLSON 

HAS DISPLAYED THE DEDICATION AND THE WARM PERSONAL T UCH WHICH 

HAVE ENABLED HER TO ACHIEVE SO MUCH FOR THE RETARDED1 AND WHICH 

- ~ 

HAVE WON HER THE ADMIRATION AND RESPECT OF ALL THOSE WHO HAVE 

(0f1£ IN CONTACT WITH HER I 

EVELYN CARLSON NOW HAS RETIRED AS THE DIRECTOR OF HAMMER 

SCHOOL. BUT SHE IS NOT THE KIND OF PERSON WHO RETIRES. 
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ST1'L 
SHE 8TILL WILLABE ADVISING THOSE WHO ARE CONTINUING HER 

WORK, SHE WILL BE CONTINUING TO DO ALL IN HER POWER TO INSURE 

QUALITY SERVICES FOR THE MENTALLY RETARDED IN RESIDENTIAL 

FACILITIES AND THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 

SHE IS A PERSON WHO CONTINUES TO EARN IN RETIREMENT THE 

HONOR WE PAY HER TONIGHT, 

# # # # # 
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