
REMARKS BY 
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NEW YORK STATE DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION 

NIAGRA FALLS, NEW YORK 
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I have come here tonight to renew an acquaintance with my 
fellow Democrats from the Empire State. 

I will never forget this mate and what you have done for me 
and the Democratic Party. 

New York the cradle of progressive Democratic politics. 

New York the state which gave us the fearless Al Smith 
who dared to be right before his time. 

New York -- the state which gave us the great Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt who rescued this nation from despair and gave the American 
people and the world hope for a better day. 

New York -- the state which gave the nation Herbert Lehman as 
Governor and Senator. 

New York the state which gave the nation Averill Harriman. 

New York the state which elected Robert F. Kennedy its 
Senator so that he could champion the progressive causes of his 
fallen brother. 

And this wonderful state gave me its support in 1968, putting 
me within a whisper of defeating Richard Nixon. Thanks for 1968. 

I will be forever grateful to the people of New York. 

We meet today at a critical juncture for the Democratic Party 
and for our nation. 

The November elections are less than six months away. The 
Presidential election of 1976 looms over the horizon two years and 
five months into the future. 

For the men and women who lead the Democratic Party here in 
New York and in the Congress the period from now until November of 
1976 will be a crucial time of testing. 

We must prove to the American people that we can respond to their 
needs and govern America. 

We will have to prove that our economy can be made healthy once 
again. 

And as Democrats we must prove that we can govern the nation's 
cities and states equitably, permitting no special favor for the 
powerful and showing compassion for the needy. 

If we pass these tests, Democrats will be elected to local, 
state and Federal office in overwhelming numbers this November. And 
then we will be in a position to elect a Democrat as President in 
November of 1976. 

To put it bluntly: 1974 and 1975 are years of decision and 
years of opportunity for Democrats. 

In the next two years we either will prove that we are capable 
of effective action and restoration of trust, or we will forfeit our 
claim to progressive political leadership capable of governing this 
great nation. 
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It will do little good to tell the American people what 
"could be done" if a Democrat were sitting in the White House tod~y. 

Nor will it help to tell New Yorkers what "could be done" if 
you had a Democratic Governor in Albany. 

The people expect and demand our Party to act now. They 
expect our Party to act decisively to solve their ~roblems from the 
positions of trust and responsibility we now hold. 

The people are outraged by Watergate. We must clean up the 
mess and govern America. We must do this so that the people can 
once again believe that government is run for them and not for the 
special interests. 

The job to be done, the challenges to be faced, are not only 
in Washington. 

They are here in the cities and towns of this great state. 
Those of you involved in local and state government are on the front 
lines, so to speak. 

If the people of New York are to believe that politics can be 
an honorable and worthy profession, the Democratic Party must respond 
to the needs of the people. 

Democrats in Congress must stand ready to enact a progressive 
legislative agenda which will aid you in your efforts in local and 
state elections in 1974 and 1976. And this agenda must include: 

--An education program of equal opportunity for all -- including 
handicapped and minorities. 

-- A national health insurance program for all Americans at a 
cost all can afford. 

--Tax reform which brings fairness and equity to the American 
people. 

--A job program which will not let working families be impover
ished by rising rates of unemployment. 

--A program to fight inflation on two fronts -- for the elderly 
and for the working families. 

--A program for housing our people. If we can have six percent 
loans for export-import, why not for housing and community development. 

At a minimum, this is what a Democratic Congress must achieve 
in the months ahead if we are to win the trust and confidence of 
the people. 

In the months ahead all of us are going to hear a great deal 
about the dangers of a massive Democratic victory this November. We 
already have heard the first salvos of Republican rhetoric as the 
Vice President makes the rounds of the party faithful. 

I want to say tonight: Beware of the myths that desperate 
Republicans will utter as the economic situation worsens and the 
public continues to be outraged by the abuses of Watergate. 

Here are four myths that we must destroy just as Harry 
Truman destroyed the myth that a simple and honest man of the people 
couldn't run this country! 

Myth number one. The Republicans say: "Elect more Democrats 
and we'll have a legislative dictatorship." 
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I say that we just managed to stop one dictatorship in the 
nick of time -- an Executive dictatorship in a Republican White 
House. 

We won't have another from the Congress -- I can assure you 
of that! 

And who may I ask acts like a man answerable to no one? 

Who refuses to obey subpoenas? 

Who refuses to say he will obey a ruling of the Supreme Court? 

Not a Democratic Senator or Congressman. But a Republican 
President who still acts like he is above the law! 

And whose voice do we hear objecting to Presidential defiance 
of the law and perhaps of the highest court in the land? The 
Vice President? Not really. A majority of Republicans in Congress? 
No. 

So let's not stand for this talk of legislative dictatorship. 

Hyth number two. The Republicans say: "Elect Democrats and 
a veto proof Congress will spend and spend with big Federal programs." 

Let's set the facts straight on this one. 

Over the last five years, the Republican administration has 
added more than $100 billion to the national debt. 

Five consecutive budgets have been offered by a Republican 
administration that have been in deficit by $100 million. 

Democrats in Congress have managed to trim about $25 billion 
from the President's budget requests. 

Myth number three. The Republicans say: "Democratic candi
dates are being manipulated by labor unions." 

Why does the American labor movement generally support 
Democratic politicans? 

Because we vote for higher food and fuel prices? Because we 
favor lower minimum wages? Because we voted to retain a veto of 
better hospitals and better schools? Because we joined with the 
special interests in voting for tax loopholes and higher profits? No! 

As long as the Democratic Party stands for a better break for 
the average guy, big business and the barons of industry will say 
that V.B are in the pocket of the unions. 

So let them make this phony charge. My political career has 
been built with the support of the men and women in the factories 
and shops of this nation. 

If Democrats continue to fight for social and economic justice, 
we will never lose the support of the millions of Americans who 
have the good fortune to belong to labor unions. 

Myth number four, the shrewdest myth of them all. The 
Republicans say: "Richard Nixon is the cause of the nation's 
problems, not the Republican Party." 

We have seen it already. 

Republicans will try to run from their President. They will 
denounce him and they will say it's all his fault. 
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Well, I am not blaming the Republican Party for Watergate. 

But I do blame Republicans for supporting an unprecedented 
number of Nixon vetoes of programs designed to help ordinary working 
families here in New York and elsewhere. 

I do blame Republicans for allowing Richard Nixon to impound 
$11 billion in Congressionally appropriated funds. 

I do blame Republicans for supporting Richard Nixon's economic 
policies which have brought us the highest interest rates, skyrocketing 
inflation, unemployment and hardship for the American people. 

And I do blame Republicans and Richard Nixon for sitting idle 
while the energy crisis came crashing down on the American people 
and the oil companies harvested tremendous profits. 

The Republican party may try to divorce itself from Richard 
Nixon. 

But we must not let it hide the truth about the man it supported 
from the halls of Congress time and time again. He was their 
candidate. 

You must not let these myths and the politics of fear win out 
over the politics of truth and compassion. 

You must not let internal divisions rob us of the victories we 
deserve. 

And you must continually remind the people of this state that 
it has been under Democratic leadership that Americans have pulled 
themselves up in hard times: 

--Under Franklin Roosevelt from a depression; 

--Under Harry Truman from the threat of severe post-war economic 
dislocation at home and economic instability abroad~ 

--Under John Kennedy from a serious recession~ 

--And under Lyndon Johnson toward implementing the ideal of 
hope and opportunity for all Americans. 

Our people today have a right to expect the same kind of 
Democratic leadership. The America we want can be. 

# # # # # 
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~ I HAVE COME HERE TONIGHT TO RENEW AN 

ACQUA INTANCE WITH MY FELLOW DEMOCRATS FROM THE 
- -.< . w o . .o . - · 

EMP IRE STATE. 

-
~ I WILL NEVER FORGET THIS STATE AND WHAT 

YOU HAVE DONE FOR ME AND THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY, - .. . ==c .. 4!4 
; -

~ N:w YO~K -- THE CRADLE OF PROGRESS IVE 

EMOCRAT IC POLITICS w--

/, NEW YORK -- THE STATE WHICH GAVE US THE 

FEARLESS AL SMITH WHO DARED TO BE RIGHT BEFORE 

HIS TIME, 

....---
~ NEW YORK -- THE STATE WHICH GAVE US THE ~R~~-r 
~ - J 

FRANKLIN ELANO RoOSEVELT WHO RESCUED THIS NAT ION 

FROM DESPAIR AND GAVE -=:t. THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ~~ ~ 
____, ,. . ~ 

~-

HOPE FOR A BETTER DAY, - < - '<"" 



RoBERT F. KENNEDY ITS SENATOR SO THAT HE COULD --
CHAMPION THE PROGRESSIVE CAUSES OF HIS FALLEN 

BROTHER, 

~AND THIS WONDERFUL STATE GAVE ME ITS 

SUPPORT IN 1968~ PUTTING ME WITHIN A WHISPER - -
OF DEFEATING RICHARD NIXON, 

~ l WILL BE FO~R GR~L TO THE PEOPLE 

oF NE\'J YoRK. 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY AND FOR OUR NATION, 
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L THE 'IOVEMBER ELECTIONS ARE LESS THAN SIX 

MONTHS AWAY.~THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION OF [ 76 
p • 

LOOMS OVER THE HORIZON TWO YEARS AND FIVE MONTHS 

INTO THE FUTURE, 

~ FoR THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO LEAD THE 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY HERE IN jlEW YORK AND I 

THE CONGRESS THE PERIOD FROM NOW UNTIL ~ ~OVEMBE ..., 
- LLSI!Ii - l ;a:;: .. 

OF 1976 WILL BE A CRUCIAL TIME 

~ WE ~~E TO PROVE TO THE AMER ICA 

PEOPLE THAT WE CAN RESPOND TO THEIR NEEDS A D - -
GOVERN AMERICA, .. 

r 
( 
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WE WILL HAVE TO PROVE THAT OUR ECONOMY CAN 

BE MADE HEALTHY ONCE AGAIN , -.. 
~ AND AS EMOCRATS WE MUS~R~VE THAT WE 

CAN GOVERN THE NATION'S CITIES AND STATES -
~ 

EQUITABLY) PERMITTING NO"FAVOR FOR THE POWERFUL 

AND SHOWING COMPASSION FOR THE~ 

~ IF WE PASS THESE TESTS/ DEMOCRATS WILL BE 

ELECTED TO LOCALJ STATE AND fEDERAL OFFICE IN -
OVERWHELMING NUMBERS THIS NoVEMBE~ AN ~ T~ tJ)A .. 

WILL BE IN A PO~N TO ELECT A EMOCRAT AS 

PRESIDENT IN NOVEMBER OF 1976, 
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l To PUT IT BLUNTLY: ~ AND ~5 ARE YEARS 

OF DECISION AND YEARS OF OPPORTUNITY FOR DEMOCRATS4 

L IN THE NEXT TWO YEARS WE EITHER WILL PI' I 7 $ 

CAPABLE OF EFFECTIVE - ;::::;--

ACTI~ AND RESTORATION OF TRUSTJ OR \~E WILL FORFEIT ,. .. ..... 
OUR CLAIM TO PROGRESSIVE POLITICAL LEADERSHIP 

CAPABLE OF GOVERNING THIS GREAT NATIO~ _. 
=:r -

~ IT WILL DO LITTLE GOOD TO TELL THE AMERICA 

tl ~ 
PEOPLE WHAT COULD BE DONE IF A EMOCRAT WERE 

£2 ==-

SITTING IN THE WHITE HoUSE TODAY. 
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GoR WILL IT HELP TO TELL NEI"i YoRKERS WHAT 

\( 

~COULD BE DONE IF YOU HAD A DEMOCRATIC GOVERNOR IN 

ALBANY. 

~THE PEOPLE EXPECT AND~ DE!AND OUR PARTY 

TO ACT NOW,jTHEY EXPECT OUR PARTY TO ACT 
4iiliiif!2 --~ ~ -

DECISIVELY TO SOLVE THE IR PROBLEMS FROM THE - ~ -
POSITIONS OF TRUST AND RESPONSIBILITY WE NOW HOLD. 

IN 

lf 
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BUT IT DOES NOT LIFT THE BURDEN FROM OUR 

SHOULDERS OF MUSTERING THE WILL AND VISION TO -
CLEAN UP THE MESS AND GOVERN AMERIC~ WE MUST 

DO THIS SO THAT THE PEOPLE CAN ONCE AGAIN BELIEVE 

THAT GOVERNMENT IS RUf FOR THEM AND NOT FOR THE 

SPECIAL INTERESTS. 

THE JOB TO BE DONE) THE CHALLE GES TO BE 

FACED) ARE NOT ONLY IN WASHINGTON, 

THEY ARE HERE IN THE CITIES AND TOW S OF THIS 

GREAT STATE, THOSE OF YOU INVOLVED IN LOCAL AND 

STATE GOVERNMENT ARE ON THE FRONT LI NES) SO TO SPEAK. 
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~F THE PEOPLE OF NEW YORK ARE TO BELIEVE THAT 

THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY MUST RESPOND TO THE NEEDS OF 

THE PEOPLE. ~~~~ 

-
foeMOCRATS. ~ "C_?NG_R_!'SS MUST STAND READY TO 

.. 61r6Wi ~ 

ENACT A PROGRESSIVE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA WHICH 

WILL AID YOU IN YOUR EFFORTS IN LOCAL AND STATE - .. 
ELECTIONS IN 1974 AND i976. AND THIS AGE~DA 

MUST INCLUDE: 
-:::::------ ::.;;::::;__; 

-- === 

• 

---



( --A NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAM FOR ALL 

AMERICANS AT A COST ALL CAN AFFORD\ 

~-TAX REFORM WHICH BRINGS FAIRNESS AND 

=== **' -
EQUITY TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. 

1-A ~DB PRO~AM WHICH WILL NOT LET WORKING 

FAMILIES BE 



? 
( 

FAST RISING PRICES. 

CONGRESS MUST ACHIEVE IN THE MONTHS AHEAD IF WE 

ARE TO WIN THE TRUST AND CONFIDENCE OF THE PEOPLE. 

IN THE MONTHS AHEAD ALL OF US ARE GOING TO 

HEAR A GREAT DEAL ABOUT THE DANGERS OF A MASS IVE 

EMOCRATIC VICTORY THIS ~OVEM ER. WE ALREADY HAVE 

HEARD THE FIRST SALVOS OF REPUBLICAN RHETORIC AS 

THE VICE PRESIDENT MAKES THE ROUNDS OF THE 

PARTY FAITHFUL. 
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I WANT TO SAY TONIGHT: BE ARE OF THE MYTHS 
..... ., •= m;ar....-a ..., 

THAT DESPERATE RE PUBLICANS WILL UTTER AS THE 

ECONOMIC SITUATION WORSENS AND THE PUB LIC CONTI NUES 

TO BE OUTRAGED BY THE ABUSES OF WATERGATE, 

+~~RE ARE _;ouR MYJ.1;1S THAT WE MUST DESTROY, 

JUST AS HARRY TRUMAN DESTROYED THE MYTH THAT A 

-
-- ---

SIMPLE AND HONEST MAN OF THE PEOPLE COULDN 'T RUN ----- --
:IS COUNTRY .l 

~I THE RE PU LICANS SAY: UELECT 

t~ORE EMOCRATS AND WE'LL HAVE A LEGISLATIVE DICTATORSHIP, u 
.., nPXCTZT7~ FS F TJV- 7 '2 •• , •pa·-;a!@ 

L I SAY THAT WE JUST MANAGED TO STOP ONE DICTATORSHIP 
- x- E7E z- - s r WU:--"P 

IN THE NICK OF TIME -- AN EXECUTIVE DICTATORSHIP IN A 
r w ~_.~ za - aaR r - = · - r ·-· 'C~ 

RE PUBLICAN WHITE HousE . 
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WE WON'T HAVE ANOTHER FROM THE CONGRESS--! 

( 
CAN ASSURE YOU OF THAT. 

T THE REPUBLICJ NED IN THE ~/HITE 

AND WHO MAY I ASK ACTS LIKE A MAl ANSWERABLE 

TO NO ONE? 

?' 
~ WHO REFUSES TO OBEY SUBPOENAS? 

~ WHO REFUSES TO SAY HE WILL OBEY A RULING 

OF THE SUPREME COURT? 
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J___ NoT A EMOCRATIC SENATOR OR CONGRESSMAN. 

BUT A REPUBLICAN PRESIDENT WHO STILL ACTS LIKE -
HE IS ABOVE THE LAW .} 

AND WHOSE VOICE DO WE HEAR OBJECTING TO 
r~ ..... 

PRESIDE TIAL DEFIANCE OF THE LAW AND PERHAPS 

OF THE HIGHEST COURT IN THE LAND? THE VICE 
- . 2 • ':1 

So LET'S NOT STAND FOR THIS TALK OF LEGISLATIVE 

DICTATORSHIP, 

MYTH NUMBER TWO, THE REPUBLICANS SAY : 
L...~-=====~---- -------~~·~· -pt-· -·-A'W_tiR'§ __ - s - • 

"ELECT DEMOCRATS AND A VETO PROOF CONGRESS WILL 

SPEND AND SPEND WITH BIG fEDERAL PROGRAMS. ' 
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LET'S SET THE FACTS STRAIGHT ON THIS ONE. 

OVER THE LAST FIVE YEARS) THE REPU LICAN 

HAS ADDED MO:E THAN $ltfD ' LLI ON TO THE I 1J I ~n.. ~ . s~ 

NATIONAL DEBT. i!IVE CONSECUTIVE BU GETS HAVE 

BEEN OFFERED BY A REPUBLICAN ADMINISTRATION 

THAT HAVE BEEN IN DEFICIT BY $[00 MILLION, 

~ DEMOCRATS IN CONGRESS HAVE MANAGED TO TRIM ABOUT 

$25 BILLION FROM THE PRESIDENT'S BUDGET REQUESTS, ·-
ARE THE BI 

THEIR SP NDING PRIO ITIES START W TH HELPIN \ 

\ 
OIL COMP NIESJ MULTINATIONAL COR RATIONS AN 

NTRACTORS 
I 
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DON'T WANT 0 SPEND A DIME. 

~~ NU;BER T~EE, THE REPUBLICANS SAY: 

uDEMOCRATIC CANDI ATES ARE BEING MANIPULATED BY 

LABOR UNIONS. v -- , 
-'£) b'§ 'S~? WHY DOES THE AMERICAN LABOR 

MOVEMENT GENERALLY SUPPORT DEMOCRATIC POLITICIANS? 

BECAUSE WE VOTE FOR HIGHER FOOD AND FUEL 

PRICES? BECAUSE WE FAVOR LOWER MINIMUM WAGES? 

/ 
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BECAUSE WE VOTED TO RETAIN A VETO OF BETTER HOSPITALS -
AND BETTER SCHOOLS? BECAUSE WE JOINED WITH THE 

PROFITS? 

~~y, As LONG AS THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

STANDS FOR A BETTER BREAK FOR THE AVERAGE GU~ -sG -
BIG BUSINESS AND THE BARONS OF INDUSTRY WILL 

SAY THAT WE ARE IN THE POCKET OF THE T..e~ UNIO~~ - .. 

'"/(). ~T T~~~ .~~~~:..;H9~Y,,C,~RGE. 1, 
POLITICAL CAREER HAS BEEN BUILT WITH THE SUPPORT 

OF THE MEN AND WOMEN IN THE FACTORIES ~SHOPS1 
; "~ WFR?- iffPTTF??? F " •-~;o:m;;rnz r•carrwz ·"""'·· mrrz=--

OF THIS NATION, 
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~ IF DEMOCRATS CONTINUE TO FIGHT FOR SOCIAL~~ 

JUSTICE A~~ iiSONQtH8 liiUITY WE WILL NEVER LOSE 

-- -
THE SUPPORT OF THE MILLIONS OF MERICANS WHO HAVE 

THE GOOD FORTUNE TO BELONG TO LABOR UN IO NS , 
MD R ' !TEM&FOFG ' '$TV m ·r - tzn nr xm·· - r - nsmmr- ,. -

~ I~~ -~~~;~!:2!R, THE SHREWDEST MYTH OF 

THEM ALL, THE REPUBL ICANS SAY: "R IC HARD NIXON 

IS THE CAUS E OF THE NATION 1 S PROBLEMS) NOT THE 

REPUBLICAN PARTY . " 

L E HAVE SEEN IT ALREADY .( REPUBLICANS WILL 

TRY TO RUN FROM THE IR PRESIDENT , THEY WILL 

DENOUNCE HIM AND THEY WILL SAY IT 1 S ALL HIS FAULT, 

k_L, I AM NOT ~MING THE REPUBLICAN PARTY 

FOR ~~ATERGATE I 
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~ Bur ! w,tQ~_P_u_B-LI_c_A_N_s_F .... O-R..--su .... P .... P .... o-RT_I_N_G 

AN UNPRECEDENTED NUMBER OF ~IXON VETOES OF PROGRAMS 

DESIGNED TO HELP ORDINARY WORKING FAMILIES HERE 

aO 3!!!!!!1 

~ ~~ BLAME REPUBLICANS FOR ALLOW! , G ---
RICHARD NIXON TO IMPOUND $[1 BILLION IN ----
CONGRESSIONALLY APPROPRIATED FUNDS, 

L__ ~ BLAME REPUB;ICANS FOR SUPPORTING 
p 

,!CHARD IXON'S ECONOMIC POLICIES WHICH HAY~ 

-----~~.rr-

BROUGHT U~IG~TEREST RATES, SKYROCKETING 
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AND ~ BLAME REPUBLICANS AND RICHARD 

~ 
,hXON FOR SITTING ID1 WHILE THE ENERGY CRISIS 

CAME CRASHING DOWN ON THE AMERICA PEOPLE AN THE 

~---------
OIL COMPANIES HARVESTED TREMENDOUS PROFITS, 

~ REPUBLICAN PARTY MAY TRY TO DIVORCE 

ITSELF FROM RICHARD NIXON, / BUT WE MUST NOT LET 
. ............ ~ 

IT HIDE THE TRUTH ABOUT THE MAN IT SUPPORTED 

FROM THE HALLS OF CONGRESS TIME AND TIME AGAI , 
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You MUST NOT LET THESE MYTHS AND THE POLITICS 

OF FEAR WIN OUT OVER THE POLITICS OF TRUTH 

AND COMPASSION, 

You MUST NOT LET INTERNAL DIVISIONS ( 

ROB US OF THE VICTORIES WE DESERVE. J - ... em' r s=r· - --· vcn ' 

r rzoaasr n seeM?"' N "* W « *- -

~ AND YOU MUST CONTINUALLY REMIND THE 

PEOPLE OF THIS STATE THAT IT HAS BEEN UNDER 

DEMOCRATIC LEADERSHIP THAT AMER ICANS HAVE 
ZF 5 

PULLED THEMSELVES UP IN HARD TIMES: 

NDER FRANKLIN RoOSEVELT FROM A 

DEPRESSION. 
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--UNDER HARRY TRUMAN FROM THE - "-~~ 
THREAT OF SEVERE POST-WAR ECONOMIC DISLOCATION 

4 

AT HOME AND ECONOMIC INSTABIL ITY ABROADj 

NDER JOHN KENNEDY FROM A SERIOUS 
"* ;;;;-ez:z~ 

RECESSIONj-

--AND UNDER LYNDON JOHNSON TOWARD 

IMPLEMENTING THE IDEAL OF HOPE AND 

OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL AMER ICANS, 

~OUR PEOPLE TODAY HAVE A RIGHT TO 

EXPECT THE SAME KIND OF DEMOCRAT IC LEA ERSHIP, 

TION. 
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