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DORIS KEARNS JM'ERVIEWS ~ ON MEMORIES OF LBJ FOR BOOK, 
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Q. : I am not vrriti.ng a history of Johnson's administration nor rea.J.ly a wholesale · 

biography. I am most ly takfng the material that he and I t l;l.lked about together about 

during 
t he l a s t four years of his life and building a ••• biography around it. HHH: Gosh, 

that must be 'I'IOnderful . I am writ ing a good deal by the way about my - let me shmv 

you what I have done here . You see this . NovT this is just what I have done recently 

a nd I hu·.-e 500 a nd some other pages done and - I do dictating it myself, but out of 

musr:a>C memory a nd it 's very difficult you kno"'· .••• Your memory is just not 

that accurate and you renember parts and later on you remember another part and Jl!lliX it 

seems like you are almost in conflict, bbt go ahead. Que stion: Well the main thing 

I want t o ask you about was in the Senate where he's describing his version of 

winning in Hhich he XJdlt considered a very· important thing that could have happened. 

as much ' 

He said you came in 'l·rith lots of good Hl.eas am not e~atience as I did and he 

finally taught you the system. And I have seen it in secondary books ~ well, but 

I just but I don ' t 'Want to cut into what you 1-rill be interested ...... HHH: no, no, it's 

fine. I vrould just like to hear from you in the sense of he talks about the 

liberals 

distinction bet1·1een the practi cal t Hcueu of vlhich you vrere one a nd the red hots or 

t he ultra ultras, and hou important it was to build the base and that's why he was 

a succesftu Senate Leader because he f ound those like you who were willing to work 

on practical matters. ID-IH : I agree 'I·Tith tha t and I think 'tvhat he told you from 

just that observatio n is absolutely true and I am going to stop t his phone. 

Q: eome carpool to pick up sane 8 .-year olds. Let me just run down • Hhen 

I came into the Senate , it vms t he 8lst Congress and Lyndon Johnson was also a 

member of t ha t Congress . I have ofte n described otrr differences even at that 

time . He 'I·Tas well knmm . He was a part of the Texa s delegation '\tlhich had a 

pov1erful influence in the Congress, vii t h Tom Connally being chairman of the Foreign 

Relations Committee, mth Sam Raybu..Tn being Speaker of tR.e House of Representatives 

a nd L:yndon Job.."'lson having served in t he House for a considerable period of tin1e, 

having run for the Senate earl ier and having been a sort of a protege' of FDR . 

So there vro. s Lyndon Johnson over there and Hubert Humphrey \'Tho had been 1-1ayor of 

Minneapolis and had also been the instigator of t he civil rights plank at the 

Democratic Convention. That made me look like I wns a bastard jjgx a t a i'M• Bt~CDC 

family r euni on, you lm.mv. There w-ere some very pouer ful Senat ors around here that 

looked upon me not only a s a danger ous radical but a s a sort of political fool. 

I d i d.n ' t get to knov Lyndon Johnson right aHay an.:l obviously I didn 't seek him out 

because quite honestly I felt th~t I \vasn ' t at his l evel , not becaus~ I ':Ta.s undUly 

modest but simply because I kne"''T that he k.nevT so many people. Hlrx I<Jhen he \·Talked into 
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the Scna te he talked to anybody and everybody . When I walked into the · S~na te 

ha ve a friend. --That '-ras a real'_ -clos~ :fxe:x friend . There .. ,ras Pa ul Dougla s wno later 

on becar!e my friend. and there was Clinton Ander son a nd there v1ere a fev; ,others around, 

Claude Pe pper , etc ., but I had no real f olio rl ng . And I i·ras l abel ed t o p ut it blttntly, 

ve::~ s everel l abeled as a far out liber al s iraply beca use of nry views on c ivil r ights. 

rou tlle -;:.rut h of the matter is t;hat my poli tical life had. always been one of 

pragna ti::;m. I i·Ja s just '"T i ting a little piece here on l ibera lism and I remember 

wha-:. Roos evelt sa id . He sai d you try s omet hing . I f it doesn't vlork , yol,l. t ry something ' 

else and t r y a ga in, b ut you have got t o ge t something that vrill v1ork . Norl that ' s 

alllays been m;:,r ~ a pproac h . I '"as 1·1ayor of Hinnea pol is and I vrorked the.t 11ay 
·-

and I had a. liberal "-'eco::.·d , but I a l ueys got a l ong good ·wi th the bu_si ness community 

eventhough I '\!aS e ndorsed by labor . Hhen I came to ~· ash i ngton that seemed t o all fade 

a>:ay in ti ase fi rs t years . I lTas pigeon hol ed. and there ~r;a s no ·my tha~ I could br eak 

out o:f th::.t.. ste1'e0type that had bee n fiKed on me as a result of t he Philadelphia 

Convent i on . DIY vie1·1s on civil rights ~·rere always the same . I mean a.s a !l.rayor and 

I never cons i dereC. that :cad:i.cal a t all . I cansid e:ced i t just to be decent and normal. 

~~ell L~n1d0n Johns on 1ro. s l oo :>:.ed upon by most of my collee.gue s tha t I assoc~ated 1<1i th 

Es tes Kefauver , ?e.ul DoPglas and l ater on Herber:\; I1ehmann and Claude Pepper , Jim 

Uurra~· and. o·~hers, the more liberaj_ crm·rd -- he uas l ooked upon as a sort of '1-rell 

not a s a s a uther ne!.' a s such but obviously one that consorted vrith the s~ 

s oLrtherners . He \la S a friend of Dick Russell . He 'I'Jas a clever guy . That ' s t he 

ay the:: put it , sort of not slick b u·:; he vms a ma.nipula tor and he l'rasn ' t a ,:x"true 

bel i ever . " He cou.ld not "qualifY" 3'Jl'V[2JC a s a liberal. He "ras su_s pect but I got 

to l i ke him as a 9e1'son . I liked him for several :r easons . Fir st; of all, I sa1-r 

that he: 'me· . .r a lot of p (; opl e ~rho me1~ hm·r to ma ke that Senat e 1-mrk. !t >·rasn ' t long 

before j_n a very short tir.1e - in tvro years , he Has Minor i ty Hhip a ;:; you rnay r ecall 

for a little while . Then he became the :Maj or ity Hhip t o Ernest McFarland. I t was 

perfe ctly obvious tha t he became - t hat he vla.s more of the l-1a jori ty ~ader than 

he 11as t he Hajority l·lhip. J'.1cl'ar land wa.s a nice ma..'1 and a good fellow but he had been 

put i n there by t he Democratic Southern Coalition Hith the few that Lyndon J ohnson 

could bring around . Lyndon Johnson 1-ras ah!a;ys able t o get Theodore Francis Greene . ' 

He really c::h re.y s l1ad him . He also had some others like ~ J oe Almandi for· example 

at the time and Cl i nton Anderson. You k.l'J.oH Clint on Anderson used t o have personal 

s uspicions about Lyndon Johnson. I think Johnson sort of noted that I ·wasn•t always 

sect 

comfortable 11ith t he more true believers XK:t, that I Q: There ·was really a sect' 

club 

that you could identify •••• southerner inner~ sect? Yes, yes . · Just like 

there was a southe r ner inner club s ec t . There ''las another one of us ov~r here aruf 
~, . 

... ~ • i'" 

I in a s ense had good credentiaJ..s in the true believer libe:J;"als, but always a bit 
! ·.··~· ' 

suspect, because I had friendships on the other side. Xou weren'·t eve_n to have 

.. 
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' · , ·· social ·r elat ionships over . O)l ~e '·other . side 
;,_ .... 

',;..• 

; "'. :?~f~f '~ . 

idedllogical split here. There'"'weren't over - at the mas~ _there 
:: 

\". . ' 

that you could call liberal Senators that occasionally vo\ed 

even amongs t the Democrats, at least ::50 percent of them 1'/'ei'e 

Democrats or 

Democr ats >vere -..mat - they \'Tere oil depletion, they w·ere anti-_eivil ri~hts, they 

were basica lly in those tvro areas and very conservative on aJ.l tax :poli~ies. They .,,·· 

were strong on public 1rorks, strong on agriculture and a not at aJ.l ~the_We ·· -tt<>'; 
' ... ' ' ,I ' • ~ 

organized labor. Now I -vras strong on agriculture, strong on labor, st;rong on ciVil 

rights, strong on t ax reform. I got in the tax reform f;i.ght x the second year I Wf:~.S· 

}a]oc here. 
~·'t..r 

But Johnson seemed to - I don't knov-1 ldDm whether I should put it tp.is 
< 
,.~ i . ' " . .,. ... 

way, it may be inmodest, take a lilting to me • An:yvray he sought me <;>ut and from time · ~]. ? 
. -'~i 

to time, he visited >nth me; ,just informally, .sometime only _in the hal.n.: 1 OceasionaJ.ly~ 

he would say well come on up t~ to the office,' 
. ' . _"!~~ -· .. ,, '-", : 

I -vrant to talk to you;;;_ You used to·.;. 
. ~· . 

have a good sense of humor. He joked .a lot. He al1·1ays talked about that he was go~~ 1 , 

to cross breed me vTith Harry Byrd and he sa.id that if I can ever get you to get &b0t1;~ · 

two pints of Harry Byrd's blood inside of you it tdll cool _yoa off & little. You wo~d 

be some man around here if I could just get a little bit of the restra~t ~f Dick 
. • -.r 

.. •;,' 

Russell on you you would be a great Senator, all that kind of stuff. Jobns.on always 
·~ 

-- he wa s a born boss, a born leader, but in times a boss and his kind ot' political 

operation in t he Senate ~~s not t he Caucus, it was individual tx. ~reatm~nt . 

th e pieces together. He had his mm little jigsaw· puzzle. He didn't ~ver fl.~h 

all out in t he one meeting. You came in in ones of twos. He didn't b~lieve ~n -

pacts, in gr oups and he ali:re.ys had somebody e).se i n there with him that 1-rould - I 
. ' 

til ink that 's t he way he kept his credential with the «l§nMet !( conservative conmuni ty 

because I never figured Johnson was a conservative, never did I figure .~t. And I 

remember i n 196o I v-ras on a progr&"'l in Ne';-' York, a radio program 1-rith this Mike Wa:llaee, 
. ., 

and Mike Hallace was trying to ge t me t o say that Johnson wa.s a reactiopary and 

conservat ive. 
~ 1' <t f. 

I said no, he's a liberal in the best sense of the wo~d~ i He is a 

civil liberaterian and I had 

and he had . He was a master of parliamentary strategy. · _He vre.s . a born leade~ for the_· /· 
' ~ ' ~\ .. ~ 1 ,( ~;~t~ ' 

Senator, much even more so than a leader in the Senate than he ;vas eVE7J1,, ,.S .President. J.. .. 
·' ~ 

He vras a man of the Hill, of the Congress, no doubt abo.ut it. . Question,;; I have a sense . ,, 

t ha t he psychologically understood what each individua.l wanted? HHH: 

like an FBI agent. Question: How did he study them • , ? HHH: 

at it. He 1m. tched every move. 

knew who went out and had a date and who didn't. He knew whether 

:in t he hands of some particular lobby or not. He just kp~w about 

wa.s uncanny. He was always asking 
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~ sort of computerized mind'',on this sort of 

't(~ 
liked a little gossip arzyvray. ._.'You knmv. 

-· :it for an:y sinister purpose. He kind of er1joyed it. He ldnd of liked to knOw 1-lb.o was ' 

betting on t he baseball games and who '\'ras eyeing the girls and he · had aLi' of tnese .,~r •. 

weaknesses himself which 1-ras of course -- I don't say weaknesses, attrio.U.tes. But 

you knoi -l ye "\ias a ma.n' s man in a very real sense a.nd he had a sense of. l).QWer. One 

of the things he told me when I became Minority Whip, be said I want you to study 
, ;·I. 

ever"J member of this body. You have got to knovr vrhen a guy has had a fight with 

his vd.fe and that 's the day not to ask him to do anything. You have got to know when . 

that fellow i s in trouble and you have got to knmv 1..rhen to put your arm around. He 

really knew how t o handle you that way and he also had people watching if a.n.ything 

went vrrong in your family and a letter wo uld come or a telephOne call, ~his sort of 
.... 

-!/>. 

thing. Iii tll me, I think he came to the conclusion in a sense from his~ po.int of view 

that I could be bad. I k never felt I Wa.s. I r eally felt that I was getting more than 
t • • ... : ... • ~~·. 

I was giving and I'll tell you why. I suppose that 's the way most people when somebodY 

touches them up a little bit. First of all I didn't change any point of vie'\'T I had..: · · 
" 

I never changed my votes. Secondly, I Has kind of the agent for the libf!'rals with 
-~l >. 

Johnson . He wouldn't taJ.k to a lot of them. I helped get Paul Dougla~ on Finance · 

and Herbert Leymann on Judiciary. Johnson uould talk to me. He would come to me and 

say 1iho do you want on there? I am not going to talk to these other fellows and he 

put me on t he Steering Committee. I was there to see to it that our people - the· 

liberal people got good assignments and he knew that I 1-ras going to fight him on 

oil depletion - on offshore drilling I mean, you knoif, what did we call that at the 

time, t he revenues from the offshor oil a.IJY'>ffJ._Y. And he knew· that there :were certain 

things that I couldn't possibly agree 1·r:i. th him on but he ·also knew that I could bring 

along some of our people at the time. And when ,.,e needed a fight on the atomic 

energy act which he was involved in i•!hich was a great move on his part ·' to see that : 

the a tomic energy wasn't just passed over into private hands. He knew that be could 

come to me . vfuen we 1vanted t o take on Eisenhower on the tax legislation, he got ahold 

·, 

of '\tlalter George for example, myself and others. I -v;as the liberal segment over ther~. 

He didn ' t enjo~r talking t o some of our real liberal friends. He didn't thiP.k they 

md a sense of humor and that they didn't trust him. He knevr that they ~idn't trust 

him. iell I can't say that I always trusted him but I f'ound him so darn inter esting 

and I also kne~or that in a. very real sense that he vlould pay off if you know 1mat I 
'· 

mean, that if you did something for him he 11ould do something for you. And he knew 

that he couldn't get you to do certain things. He k..11ew what my position was. He 

didn't push you that far but he wanted to have -- I think "rbat he reaJ.ly .wanted vJaG· 

someone in the liberal ranks that would tell him what was goi~ on so that he could 

do a better job ~ as a leader on the one hand and number two, someone that he could 

r 
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use to Hork in those ranks and I didn' t avoid t ha L oppo1·tunity a t all. I considered 

i~ a r call opporttmity . I used t o say that some l iberals are never so happy as >·rhe n 

t hey ar e illll:.a pp;_,r . They are never S•.) tmhappy a s uhen they ar e happy. In ot her 1mrds 

i·.ihen they ge·::. all that t hey vrant, they are really llllha ppy . I recall the min:i.mtmJ. 

1-rage l<m . '.le had i t up f or about $1.60 per ho ur or some t . ing like that or vrhatever 

the figure ;re.s at the t i.me and everyone of our liberal s 1·rer e prepa r ed for t he b i g 
Soenccr 

f i ght . /. - . Holland of Flor i da vras goin..g t o l ead. the fight a gainst it a nd vre uer e 
o'clock 

detemined to have a b ig battl e .;. so l·ms he . So one noon,abo ut 2 .t&bd::!ru< one day 

J ob..nson ' s up there and. I am on the f l oor , a nd I am the only one of t he liberals t here . 

He loo.:ed arotn1d a nd ca sed t he place a nd s ai·r that ther e wasn ' t too much oppos ition. 

He says nou listen. I am go i ng t o ca ll up that J.o'a i r Labor Standar ds and Hage La-vr 

and he said I am going to pas s i t . Yo u said nm1 you have got t o t ell all of your 
them 

people around here not to make any s peeches b e'cause he said, damn i±, they are going 

to -vrant to make speeches and tha n old Spence r .Holla nd and others a r e going to get 

in here and Harry Byrd and ve u i ll never get it passed . I said tha t ' s good enough 

_or me . ~J he called it up but I forglbt 1·1ho 1-ro.s there b ut a couple of people around 

t he floor and I \·:ent over and I sa i d loo l~ vre ar e e;oing to pa s s thi s i f vie don ' t s peak 

you lmou . Dn1l:M You can just put you.r remarks in the Eecord a nd they a gree:.l to it , 

and '.Je pas sed it Hi·~hout a roll call vote . \·!hen Spencer Hol.laf!..d heard abo ·~t it 

he cae1e sto:n-:ing up out of the l unchroom doHns tair s in t he Sena t e d ining room and 

1•7aS ma.d. as bla zes . Hell, Johnson s a id I had a quorllln call . I fulf i lled all the 

re sponsibilities . He sa id I ha d a quorum call a nd. ;!( if you \vere inter ested you could 

hayc called. the: Sen::.te Cl oa kr oom. I don ' t hDve a responsibility t o go aroul"ld here 

and. s ee '.:.ha ~ each one of you have a hand- d.el i_vel~ed message Spencer . He sa i d there 

i·ierc people up there on the Seno.te floor and then "v he next thi ng I heard -vras some 

af 00'- libe::-al friends were mad as blaze s because they dicl..n ' t haxe a chanc e to make 

a C;la:-_c e : o ::;per:: ''G2ins t i 'v and. sone o.i.' my r;ood l ibc1·al bllddies ang;:y becauze 

they didn ' t cct a clwnce to spcai<.: for i t . I n tho::: m·::antime J ohnson and I had. pa::sed 

i t . ·. ~e ll it ; ras this k incl o_ t hinc '!:.hat 112s typical . J ohns'Jn also c herisheJ hi · 

r cl· 'cio::chip 11ith !J2'::i_d. Davinsky fo ~' cxo.u ple . !Il.' 1:2.nted to be ~<:...'10i n as a moderate 

l i'J e:;: al. He dLb ' t r<->nt the title libernl but h;; '\;as m!lCh mon: li'oen1l than ::> ome 

of his '..rt.t.e_' ancc::; and ~-,e never -~.r:J.ntcJ the ti'cle r:o therefore he et::caped beine; bro tcght 

ccGC t :-:5!1.3 ;: ;a::; cxac t. :!..j' . . • '\·rill nc : c.:.' ,::;et credit because k . • . 

Ar_:;(. e:: t:.:i. ~;::; for c:xcnple . I '.las :opine -~,o miss :: vote on hous i_ng which \ras i ·,por~cant 

t o :·.:e . He ~::.ne1·1 I 1ra. c o:1 J'l!,)' uay bac ,- from r·1innesota nnd the plane I•Ta S s t alled over 
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'.1ashil1G·l. ::-. n bec ause there u as bad wea ther a nd he go t on t he t ele phone ~nd called 

the to·. :cl' 2 r.d tol u t he to-oer -- got the !1'-'Jr.ber o:C' o~· !? l a ne and s a i d that plane 

·'· t~ . .,...._ -·v .. _._ _ -.J 

I pcid 

I C 0 1.:l;.~ ' l:: o 

, 

~ !ell ·.:l:at I guess I am 

pa i d 

C!.Ild t 1Cl'2 

.:~. ppoint~cnt:: _of Sene.: ·.:,0r s 

·c. c.:. nL· .. ~ '-: ·\~ =''-1_1~: i;.:.v :..... ~.)eer~ C. lJl)J ill·L -:ci. -;~:.> c:.,:-.:.:l1i-~tee~ ,_, -~ \-J~n-:.>.::2. "'C0 get 011 the se 
e. l,.ro.~rs ha"/'~ to 

cor:u:l~ ·:·i .. cc:= . ~_2h-~ -~ ~-0 1_:1~1 r.1n l~c ~lle so ·.:-~ hc::·i:C!':.:; ~ cP..:::: ~~ ~; -~ltd he -:TD 1J.ld/ sa~/ t o -~·.he 

"..i ~ ' -. ~:_;? _ _, 

tcmperne : : . ~ s ? :J.i:E : Yes , differen-~ temperncnts. a nd he uas f r an Tex<:-.. s and Texa s ;;e.s 

oil a:i~~ a -~-
• v he::-r<:; at 'ch<::o~ i..ir.:e of the l~.heral ccn:servative confr onta t icm 

see . ~ ~(Y' ·.·c ::s •: c co'..: -- I :l::m ' t ever: involve l!J;)'S C' l:' a nymor e in che f ight on Rule 22 

:p i:;e ·co C 1'.::' :l[;C t:1e o ::.l deplet ion . r -:; r s coing to c one . The n you lmo':) i t '.laS 1a:lmq '.:,nock 

~o'.:r: , ,l;,·ac :;o :_:· . It '. :a s repeal of Taft - IIa:.·tlcy or ~·o cJ. uere f or Taft - Hartley . Que s t ion : 

HliH: ~Jell , he voted - I arr:. not 

sure :101!' v'O L: '.!ill ll:i-.re ';:.() chec l<;: , b'.~t I bel ieve he voted i 'or Orlan~lo Griffin ·out he 

diG. k i _ :: '.: :l.u.ct~n·(.ly an.ll i1c got sane :c1ollifyi ng ar::21Klments i n ther e . He ~Ed thi s , 

bcCE'.lSC -~- · ~,~ 1.::-;J::; :.· movcr1c nt -- persona lly , a·.1e . 'Ih :: l abor movement d i dn ' t get 1111lere 

it :.s ".J:; bei:10 s t upid . The George t-Ieo.ny::: a nd the I. iT . Abclls and t he David Davinslcys 

and tl,_e kl.e l Recvys , e t c ., they uere pr a.cb . cal i'ello; rs . 'l'hey kne'iT tha t Johnson 1·1asn 1 t 

go i ng to ·:ote for ther.l h'.t t hey d i cln 1 t (3C"c. angry '•li th h im . They didn 1 t c ut hir.l up . 

'ebey dicln ' t c uJc hir:: up beca use they knell he had p?lmr po·.:er and h e could del i ve:r f or 

thr:'r.1 on l ots of ot~er thi ncs . :Ic CO'..'.l d d e l i ver on a id to education . He del i vered 

fo r t [:cr: o n ho'J.s i ng and pub l i c housi 1g . l-ie del i vered ~ f or them on .~.. air labor 

s tar1dards an:l minimum -v;a ges 11hich meant so much t o t he t ext ile 1-1o rkers , t o the lm-;er 

i ncome i .'or~;:e ::.·s and he 1-as a l uays ava i l able for them . LeVs put i t t hat vray . 'lhen 

so :0.eb od;_· nceied t o we i 0 h i n on t he Pr esij_ent or someth ing he was t here . So the l abor 

mov ene :1t ha s t'.:o image s -- the one tha t j_s very voc a l and out in fr ont , clear and 
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totally liberal and t he other one is the pragmatic l :11Jor movement . Question : That 

explain::; i t . • • HHH : l'Jo doubt a b;:J •.lt it because he \·iould ahmys k - - you k.r1oT,., · l'l 
• 

hii:lS elf' in t he pr esence of even the most conservative picldng up 

t ha t telephone a:1d callinG i..l.p some labor l eader and t hey lr.ne·H Johnson had t he povrer 

G.Jl d they also kne1: that on ce!"tain things he wa s absolutel y r eliable . Q: \'Thy do you 

thi:ll: ·.::~e~ 1-:e lic.s s::.ven all of the pleas ures t!1a~ I had t he feeling ;.!hen I licted. t o 

hj_rn t i:u' >e had i::1 t~1e S · nate tha t he decided t o n..tr.. again the vice pres i dency . 

E:--JJ{ : Yes , I think th8t ' s tru and I think maybe it may have been frankly 

t h :::t Johns on ~:2. sn' t s ure tha t Ke nnedy ·\'las going to ~·Tin . He had it going tl·ro 1·1ay s for 

him yo'J. remenbe::." . He didn ' t lose his Seno.te seat a nd it gave him a chance f or nat ional 

exposLu:·c and ·;:;here is no doubt i n m;)r mind that Johnson has presjdential ambitions 

early . - ~O do:.tbt about i t a nd I have a feeling thaL he thought tha t he had nothing 

to lose and ever~rtlling to gain, that if 1.7e lose on t his thing I ·Hill be back and I Hill 

b e .M..ajori t :r Leader of t he Senate . I f 1:e uin I . -vrill be Vice President and he also felt 

q!.li te fr ankl y th2t he cmlld still J:'un this Senate as Vice Pres i dent . ~Then he came 

bac:: as Vic e :?r ·:: sj.JenJ.:. he uer.."ted to be chairman of the Ca ucus . Thn"c l a sted abo•1t two 

vrce ~:s . . -· :io~T 1vas the r eason t o decide on the separatio n of pm·rer • • • ? ~Tell, 

I thin2~: tha t the minute th2t you leave the Senate , the \·7hole body of the Senate says 

now look you left , it ' s you.:c fault . It' s a peculiar thin.:; around here. Even a man 

as pouerful as Johnson , u i th t he frierds that he had in the south and all , once that 

he '!Jec<'ne Vice P'~esident , he Has no longer a menber of t he Senate family. Ctuest ion: 

•• specie.l r.1.2n . HHH : Special man . IroH listen I t:!in.l;:: I ':las abou.t as \·<ell lil~ed 

as ~ :hen I becane I:Iajorit" \!hip as I have ever been in my l i f e , but the minute I came 

b acl: t o the Senate e.s Vice Pr e sident , i t ;ras different . I had l eft them. I had betrayed 

them. I meon Hfter all 1·rhy did I leave to become Vice P es ident ~ Que s t ion : Let me 

just a sk you one question abmlt the inner club of southerners vs liberals . If you 

' .. ~re '!Rlki ng aroLmd, hovr ~orould you knmr uho 1·Tas i n either one . Did they ea t to~ether ? 

HHH : Yes. As a ma tter of fac t a good nu.rnb er of the inner club a te in the inner 

dininG room, not the p L1.blic dining room. One of the fi rst people to tell me tha t 

uas RLlssell :Song . RLlssell Long 1•ras my neigh'Qor out in Copeland Terrace in Cheyy 

Chase . He a nd I came in'Go the Senate at the same tine . !e uerc good friends from 

the Louisiam:! Sta~e Uni vers ity . He ~ :as my neighbor t1:10 doors do<m . 'i!e used to go 

Halk.ing tocet~1e1: a lot and see a good deal of each other and Russell said t o m.e . 

He said , Hube!"t, yml knoll yo'J. ought t o get in there and meet the f ellmvs t hat reaD.y 

run the Sert..ate . You are in there in th i s public dining room and you ought t o g just 

get in v ith the -people that a re the movers a nd the shakers . He said, l et me t a ke 

you on in there . Hell I never fe l t too \velcome in there but I went on in there 

and the next t hing I knou I am talking Hith M Jim Eas t land and I am talking with 

John McClellan and vlalter George and Lyndon J ohnson, the povrers a t that time , the real 
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povrers , Dick Hussel. They 1·:ere all s itting around . They have got one little 

table i n t here that s eat s about 12 people a r ound t here ana another table off to 

t h e s ide tha t sea ts 4 or 5 and t ha t 1 s \vher e the business i s done . That is vvher e 

you develop your social contacts. You s ee :tim± J ohnson used t o say of us liberals 

ihat •·re never t ook time t o cultivat e the po\,;e r c ent ers . He 1·1ere ahrays out making 

speec hes End he vras right , f rom the point of vie~v of t he Senate . And he taught me 

somethi ng I never for got that the Hay you get povrer around here i s to b e there . 

You be t her e . I hav e told students . I sa id you knou pe ople have said to me what 

i s it t hat makes for a good Senator? 1\nd I s ay one simple thing , be t here . Be at 

the comm.i ttee mee t ings . Be pr.esent . Be on the Flalor . Just be here becaus e every 

day t hat you are avray , you forefit some p01·1er to somebody el se and the --- Q: And 

the l i berals Exactly , and our const i tuents d emand it of us, demanded it of 

us a nd as I used to t ell Johnson. I said, yeh , you guys can get elected by staying 

Up here b ut OUl' constituency demands to have a -- to p ut their fingers in the Wounds 

every ':·Tee l._ . You knou , they are doub t i ng Thomases about us and t hey 1vant to see us and 

th e~r •·rant to knovr \·.'ha t vre a r e doing . They vant to hear from us . I used to envy these 

mutherner s t hat can s i t up here - Ber!'l.y Haybank f or example. Lister Hill, John 

Spar krJ.a n , all of the se pNrerfu!. southerners that vrer e chairmen of canmittees in the 

old seniority ~ system. They just stay here and t hat's ~ the ~ray they got 

to be chairmen of connni ttees , and t he y d idn't ever have to go home excep t just before 

elect i on . This is ·Hha t happened to Bill Fulbr i ght . Bill Fulbright never knew \vhat 

H wa s t o hav e a campaign until t he last t>·To time s . He v1asn't p repared for i t . 1·/e 

had to be out fighting for our live s ever yday, b ut tha t reduced our effectiveness 

he re . Ques t i on: N0\·1 b esides the eating , did the liberal then a tend. to have meetings 

t ogether ? Illil· : Hhenever He had meetings it vras ahmys f or 1·rork, but southerners and 

U"e conser va tiv es mixed the soc ial life 1vith it. 2mcy: And they didn ' t demand 100 percent 

a.D.egiance . Hm1 just on key issue s ~ thot ' s all . The trouble vlith being a good liberal 

i s tha-;; yo u have got t o be a s a int on every issue . You can ' t deviate . There is no 

room for defection . The conservatives xax sa y look , t her e arc two or three issues 

t hat >ve are concerned abo ut , now you can play a round w'i th the r es t of them. He don 't 

mind 1·:rhat you do Hith the r e s t of them, but on the tax r:_uestion, on the c ivil right s 

que stion, o:;_· vha tever else, on Rule 22 , those 1vere the three ; tax question, civil 

right s , a nd Rul e 22 , you stay ·Nith us on those and if you ,,rant to flirt off there 

ivith Humphrey and AFL- CIO and the AVA, running around playing drop the iBc hankerchief 

or vmateve!' it is , you go ahead and do it . ~-le don 1 t care . You are not suspect. As 

long as v1e have you on these , but 1..ri th the liberals, you had to be right on every 

issue . ~hey r ated you . 
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