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~EMIL R!EVE WAS AMONG THE MOST FORTUNATE OF MEN, HE 

LIVED A FULL, FRUITFUL, EXCITING AND PURPOSEFUL LIFE, - -
( WE, THEREFORE, DO NOT GATHER HERE THIS AFTERNOON TO MOURN 

HIS DEATHj PAINFUL AS IT IS TO LOSE A DEAR FRIEND, 
-- am 

w 

~RATHER, WE GATHER TOP~ TRIB~TE TO THE MEMORY OF A GOOD 

FRIEND -- A NOBLE SPIRIT, -
~THE NEWSPAPERS REPORTED THAT EM!~ SUFFERED FROM A HEART 

FAILURE,~STRANGERS MAY BELIEVE THAT, BUT THOSE OF US WHO 

KNEW HIM WELL DO NOT -- WE KNOW BETTER, 

~IL R!EVE NEVER HAD A FAILURE OF HEART) OF ~IT, OF 

-
COURAGE, OR OF MIND; HE WAS ALWAYS STRONG OF HEART AND INTENSE OF --- ...... ---
CONVICTION, 
~ 
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~EMIL AND I FIRST MET IN 1946 -- 29 YEARS AGO, IT 

WAS IN MINNEAPOLIS AND IJ A YOUNG MAYOR WITH JUST A HINT -
OF AMBITION IN MY EMAKE-U~J WAS INVITED TO ADDRESS AN 

~ 

EDUCATIONAL I STITUTE OF THE TWIN CITIES JOINT BOARD OF THE 

TEXTILE WoRKERS UNION) LOCALLY HEADED BY OSCAR WINGER AND 

AL ESNOUGH. 

~ BILL TULLE~ MY DEAR FRIEND AND THE BROTHER OF DORIS WHO HAD 

WORKED FOR ME IN MINNEAPOLI:t WAS THEN REGIONAL DIRECTOR OF 

T~TILE1 OUT OF CHICAGO.~ITH THE ADVICE OF LARRY RoGIN AND JoE 

GLAZ~J B~L HAD ENLISTED THE AID OF MY FRIEND AND LATER 

MY LAWYER J MAX KAMPELMANJ TO SERVE AS A POLITICAL CONSULTANT TO THE ., 
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~HIS I~TUTE WAS TO BE A MAJOR STEP FORWARD IN THE MOVE 

TO RID THE MINNESOTA LABOR MOVEME T OF ITS PERVASIVE~~ 

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE, 

~NTO THAT PICTURE CAME EMIL RIEVE -- THE FORMIDABLE 

AND TO US IN THE MID-WES;t THE AWESOME EMIL RIEVE -- PRESIDENT 

OF A POWERFUL LABOR UNION) FRIEND OF PRESIDENTS/ Go~NORS 

AND CONGRESSMEN) AN INTIMATE FRIEND OF PHIL MURRAY. ---
~Bur AS ! SOON LEARNED' THERE WAS NO NEED FOR A YOUNG MAN 

TO~E FEARFUL~OR THAT C~LY, ~' HA~D-WORN~HO~ERY WORKE! 

FA~ WAS ALSO WARM AND SMILING~D BEHIND THAT EXTERIOR -; ___.. 

WAS GREAT WARMTHJ A SENSE OF COMPASSION) AND DEEP WISDOM, --
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~ HAVE HEARD IT SAID THAT UNDER EMIL RIEVE THE TEXTILE 

WORKERS U~ON HAD THE BEST LEGAL STAF~ THE B;;T EDUCATJ.ONAL 

DEPARTMENT AND THE BEST POLITICAL DEPARTMENT IN THE TRADE 
---

UNION MOVEMENT,~VIOUSLY,/ THE CAREERS OF LARRY ROGIN, ~ 

BARKAN AND JoE GLAZER CAN BE LOOKED TO AS EVIDENCE FOR THAT 
~ 

CONTENTION/ THE FACT THAT THE CLAIM WAS MADE WAS IN ITSELF 
~ ~ .... -

+rz! 
A T~UTE TO THE L~RSHIP CAPABILITIES OF T!iiS G,REAlA,_:AN 

SMALL IN STATURE BUT A GIANT IN PERCEPTION, 



t -5-
~ ~FURTHERMORE, ~LEADERSHIP WAS !R~D-GUA~D,~MIL RIEVE 

KNEW THAT A DEMOCRATIC LABOR MOVEMENT MUST NEVER LOSE 

SIGHT OF ITS MEMBERS AND THEIR ASPIRATION TO SHARE THE 

FR~ITS OF~!~ HARD LABOR,"BUTj HE ALSO KNEW THAT A DEMOCRATIC 

LABOR MOVEMENT MUST NEVER LOSE SIGHT OF ITS STAKE IN A STRONG 

DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY AND IN AN EFFECTIVE DEMOCRATIC POLITICAL STRUCTURE -
~ EMIL RIEVE AND IJ THE~OREJ FOUND OURSELVES SIDE-BY-:;DE ... 

IN MANY POLITICAL STRUGGLES TO ESTABLISH AND SOLIDIFY A LIBERAL -
(!~ 

POLITICAL rtt}VIflDIT IN AMERIC~ FREE OF ~GID ORTHOE,2.XY AND 

TOTALITARIAN INFLUENCE . 
.. 
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~ROM THE DAY WE MET? E~ RIEVE SUPPORTED ME IN EVERY 

POLITICAL FIGHT OF MY LIFE -- FOR MAYORJ SENATORJ VICE PRESIDENT ..... ,..,....... -= _...,. 

AND_:RESIDE!T~i WILL NEVER ~GET AD WILL ALWAYS BE GRATEFUL 

TO THIS DEAR MANJ THIS DEDICATED CHAMPION OF AM~ICAN'S WO~KER~ 

THIS LOYAL FRIEND, 

L( YES, EMIL RIEVE WASt Fo~;UNATE~AN, BUT THOSE OF US WHO 

HAD THE PRIVILEGE OF KNOWI G HIM AND BEING HIS FRIENDS WERE 

EVEN MORE FORTU NATE FOR HIS FRIENDSHIP, - -.. 
~THIS SUPERB PRAGMATIST AND GENUINE IDEALIST LIVED TO SEE SO 

MANY OF HIS GOALS REALIZEDLFIGHTS -- YES ; BUT VICTORIESJ TOO .... - .,._ 

AND VICTORIES EVEN IF THEY WERE NOT ALWAYS IMMEDIATELY APPARENT, 
= m - -

L, AND NOT THE LEAST BUT PERHAPS THE MOST IMPORTANT INGREDIE T 
-:e:- ) - ----

OF EMIL'S GOOD FORTUNE ~A~ ~~~2~ WHO GAVE HIM TENDERNESSJ :coL~~G 
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~ WANDA, TO HAROLD (HIS SON), TO EMIL'S ~AM~Y, WE 

HIS FRIENDS SAY: "THANK YOU FOR SHARING HIM WITH US.~~ 

#### 
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