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Your work here is serious business. I like to think that 
each of you is on the Hay to a personal and collective 
rendezvous with destiny, in Fran~lin ~oosevelt's words. 
Each of you is -- or should be -- s~rup~linp with the difficult 
problems wh ich threaten our na tional Hell-b e in g ann your mm 
future . 

The choices we face, t~e decisions ~e ~a~e the priorities 
we establish today will de terMine what kinrl of futu r e your 
children-- and my· .r:randchildren --can l oo1~ for'·rard to. 

You, wore than any of us, ~ust be ~ee~ly interested in 
establishin11 policies l·rhi ch '•rill assure a (lualitv of life in 
America in th~ comin? years. · 

Ne have a stag ,?" erin p; 1 unfi:r..ishen ap-enda includinr- herlth 
care 1 education , housinr, , c are f or t!l.c elderly, employment 
for the jobless, l and -use, resource ~anarenent and ~cvelonnent. 

rf mv lvill '•Je solve these prohlerls? noH t.ri ll 11e provide f or 
the ~uman needs of our peonle no1·r, ann ten years from no1·1 
twenty years from now? 

1''e fll.Us t herrin ''!i th a Ni llinoness to risk 1 to uioneer 
a sense of optirism and self-confidence - - a canac i tv for 
coM~romise ann ac coMModation. 

TiMe and aaain, these three characteristics have broupht 
us throu~h nati onal trials and ~ifficulties far more inposinp 
than anythina that confronts us todav. 

'''e survived adversity aP.c. prorrressecl as Cl free nation 
by riskinp preatly, bv r~taininn our self-c0nficlence and 
ontimism ;· and by cor.'nro~ising ~·!hat see!'led to be totally 
hostile and incomp atible ~oints of vie~. 

As a resul t , the injustices ·~ere rootc ~ out, our democracy 
re f ine d, and t he securitY and hR~~in e ss of our neople advance~. 

T~·J o hundret~ years ap-o ' ·Te t he neonlc car1e torre t~er to form 
a mo re perfect union. ~ · re tooJ: 8. r .is}~ t hat had never been taken 
before in t he his to ry of rnan~in~. 

The 56 ~en wh o si~ned the . ~clarntjon of Independence on 
t hat .lot, "'"luMid July day in P!l.iladelph i .ot He re effectively 
puttinr their narn.es to thei. r m·rn death 1•r<". rr:mts. 

I continue to be inuressc~ to~ay over how relatively youn~ 
these TTlen 've re 1·Th o acco1"1plis!, e (~ so rmch. Pine teen of t he 
56 sipners of the Dec laration of Indenen~ence were in their 
40's. Sixteen m:~re in their 3()'s. T1·1o , r ~ re only 27. 

In 1776, Thomas Jefferson ''rn s 33 , James Had is on ''~as 2S , 

i\lexander n ari 1 ton 1·ras 21. 

It was not the risk of re~el li on , for manv rebellions 
had been tried and failed. ~athe r, it wa s the · risk of a prand 
exnerirnent in deynocracy -- of £ornin!T a r-overni'l.ent uncier 1·1hich 
all the peop le were sovereio:n a~_; 1·:ell as suhiect , rulers as 
well as rule d, uni te rl as well as fr ee. 
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But Ne face ne~ challenpes todav in continuinp this 
"exneriment. 11 

!Tinnesota, itself, offers an excellent case in point. 
~1innesota will face the most serious t hrea t to its economic 
prosperity during the next 10 vears , due to i~nendin~ energy 
shortages. 

-- Canada plans to ph ase out oil exports to ?finnesota 
and the rest of the United States by 1984. 

-- ''innesota's three refineries are Rl~ost 1nn uercent 
r!enendent on Canadian crude oil. They have alr'OSt no other 
sources of sunnly. It will be a lonq Rn~ costly nrocess to 
develo~ alternative oil sources. 

-- The impact of the Canadian cutback on the operations of 
our refineries could be disastrous :For ~·innesota and the other 
Northern Tier states . The closin rr of t!1e three 1"innesota 
refineries alone •muld add 4 i6QO 1·rork ers to our unemploynent 
and ~elfare rolls and lose over ~46 ~illion in wa~es and 
salaries. 

1'!e all recopnize that our economic recovery l•rill mean 
renewed pressures on our energy r esources. 

A wide variety of creative uronosals are hein~ studied. 
Senator Jackson and I~ for exanp1c, have introo uced the 
Jational Ener0:y Conservation Act of 1075 . 

It puts the major 1on~-term burden of enerpy conservation 
on An1 erl.can technolopy an0 innovation. Tl1cse are th0 lceys to 
enerav conserv~tion. The free entrrryrise svste~ is c~a llenaecl 
to develou cheap , effe ctive autoc, annliRnces, and Machines 
that save e:r.eray . . AMerican Jrno•·r-:'!on is t2.Y:ed , not consuMers. 

As I see it 9 at t his tine, •rr-; can look for najor enerPy 
initiatives to flow quickly from Con~re~s in t~e co~inp nonths. 
And as a result : 

we will see ~radually r isin~ nRtur a l aRs an1 oil prices· 

•ve will see in'proverl build:i.n,.,. insvlation standards~ 

He '"ill see J'T'andatorv r e +ortt in ut:i li tv pri ce practices, 
including peal(-load pricin.P" anr1 abolition of renuce c~-step 
rate sc"l.edules · 

-- 1·re T"'ay ,,rell see T"'andatorv enerrry e ffici ency standards 
for apnliances and industrial eaui~mcnt processes : 

-- we will see mandatory truth-in-enerrry l ah ellin r of 
appliances and autos· 

-- we ':!ill see s 0ecific tax incentives for solar ener~y 
oevices, particularly for sryace heotin~ purnoses : 

-- ~e will see a much preater rel iRnce on coal to drive 
our factories and to pronuce electric ~tv; 

-- natural rras will be limit ed ~ainlv to residential 
use, with only ~ ~ase 'linimum goinP to industrial users -
thereby cutting d01m, for exaM!11e, its Nasteful use as a 
boiler fuel: 

we will see a continuation of oil and ras price 
controls. Prices •·rill be permitterl to rise g:radually to 
stimulate production 1 whiie not at t he s ame time ~rantin~ 
windfall profits to producprs· 
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-- and, finally, we will see a per~ anent shift t~~ard 
a risinp dependence on electricity :_ ~atcherl by risin~ 
dependence on the s ea and the sun as sources of electrical 
energy. 

Yes, our national priorities are in bad sh0ne. But you 
didn't need 1lubert Humuhrey to tell vou that. 

The denths of the current recession and the seriousness 
of the present economic crisis r.eoui r e bold action. r•Je cannot 
live h'ith the A.clministration's plan. It is unaccentable. 
It accepts an unemployMent rate . of at least il nercent for 
the rest of this decade. This is no tine to listen to the 
quakinr voices of the faint of heart. 

Every d.av that 1·rc r'lelay costs t 110usancls of a<iditional 
Americans jobs and income. 

And there are nany thini7S that ,,.,e can ri o that ,,rill IT!ake 
a difference. 

First, 1•1e can and we r•ust ta!:e better care of t 1e unfortunnte 
victi1:1.s o£ recession. This ~·1eans both an extension of uneMploy
ment compensation and an increase in its level. Today the 
averaue ~ne~oloyment check is a IT!ere ~65 a week -- a national 
dis~race. 

We can and we must provide an e~erpencv prorraiTl of health 
insurance for those who lose coveracre because t hey are no1 out 
of work. 

Second , we cannot and will not scr i no on ~ocial Security, 
on retirement benefits , or on foo~ sta~ps, as the President 
has proposed. Conaress rejects t h is cruel proposal. 

'·re need to see to it that fi:r.anci a l assistance comes 
from the federal crovernnent to those state an~ local 
~overnments facin~ a ~ajor £isc ~ l crisis. Unless this is 
done, they Nill be forced to cut hac~ drasticAlly on iobs 
and serv: ces or incre ase taxAs su~stant"allv. 

Tax cuts and snenclin.!J" p ro(Trar s ··ri.ll be useless if interest 
rates stay hiph and cre ~ it ti~ h t. The pol i cies of the Federrt.l 
Reserve Roard have been a n~ior c~use of t he current recession. 
These policies must be ch an,.,. e c~ ~ or t 1H~ Per'leral Reserve Board 
itself nust be chanoe~. 

And l<Je r.mst bejjin to do a rmch ~etter job of plannin17, for 
the future of our econony and for t he l·_rise use of our evermore 
li~ ited resources. If we are to nrovid e a better life for 
all Americans in the years to co~e, ~e must he Pin to plan for 
it today. 

T!li -rd, 1•le "lUSt !Yet the econor'1y MOVi:'lO: arrain. An c~ to do this: 

-- T·re need a preatly expanded IJro .~rrt.!"'l of pul)lic service 
johs capable of provi~inu more t~ an 1 ITlillion people with 
work imme~iately. Congress h a~ n rt. ssed leoislation to help 
achieve this objective, and t he P resi ~ nnt ~ust sign this 
essential le~islation. 

-- l·re need to set interest rates for hous ino at 6 percent 
and ret hundreds of thous anC.s of construction NrH~ers back on 
the job. There is no 1vay out of a national recess ion ~·1hi le 
hous inr- is in a depression. If T·Je can afford to lend t he 
o.ussians millions of dollars at 6 or 7 percent, T·:h y can't 
He no li1:ewise to help our peonle live rlecently? 
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In our first hundrerl years as a natio~, we rli~n't have 
to think about priori ties. As a flen(Jlinr:r ch~'"'ocracy •vi th no 
place to qo but up, we caul ~ affor~ to onen the flood"ates of 
technolory. ~e ~e re heirs to a ~reat fortune in land, natural 
resources, ski 11 and humanity. ~~ o one s a•·r tl1e need to check 
the progress every noN and then to see if it all fit to(Tether. 

~e ran headlonP into the brave new world , trippino over 
our humanity alonr: the lvay. "'ill 1·Te continue to be "obbled 
up by our mm creations, or will I·Te bel!in to make then Hork 
for us? 

If you don't remember anythinp else froM ny talk here 
today, I want you to recognize t~e ur~ency of this challenpe. 

1'!hat He in the governTient do noh' -- or fail to do -- l.•Ii ll 
literally dete rmine your future. nur failure to act now can 
cast pra~e ~oubts on . whether you will hare n future at all. 

In closinn I want to re~ind you of what Victor Bu~o sairl. 

nThe future has several na!"les . for t~1e l•Jea~(, it is 
the impossible. For the faint-hearted~ it is t~e 
unknmvn. For the thoup-htful and vaJ iant ; it is if~eal. 
The challen~e is urrent. The tas~ is lar~e. Tt~ tine 
is no1·T . . , 

# # ft # # 



REMARKS BY SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

UMD CONVOCATION 

DULUTH, MINNESOTA 

MAY 29·,· 1975 



YOUR WORK HERE IS SERIOUS BUSINESS. I LIKE TO THINK THAT 

EACH OF YOU IS ON THE WAY TO A PERSONAL AND COLLECTIVE 

RENDEZVOUS WITH DESTINY, IN FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT'S WORDS. 

EACH OF YOU IS -- OR SHOULD BE -- STRUGGLING WITH THE DIFFICULT 

PROBLEMS WHICH THREATEN OUR NATIONAL WELL-BEING AND YOUR OWN 

FUTURE. 

THE CHOICES WE FACE, THE DECISIONS WE MAK~THE PRIORITIES 

WE ESTABLISH TODAY WILL DETERMINE WHAT KIND OF FUTURE YOUR 

CHILDREN -- AND MY GRANDCHILDREN -- CAN LOOK FORWARD TO. 

You, MORE THAN ANY OF US, MUST BE DEEPLY INTERESTED IN 

ESTABLISHING POLICIES WHICH WILL ASSURE A QUALITY OF LIFE IN 

AMERICA IN THE COMING YEARS, 
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~WE HAVE A STAGGERING; UNFINISHED AGENDA INCLUDING HEALTH 

CARE, EDUCATION, HOUSING, CARE FOR THE ELD LY, EMPLOYMENT 

- -
FOR THE JOBLESS, LAND-USE, RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT, 

~How WILL WE SOLVE THESE PROBLEMS? How WILL WE PROVIDE FOR 

THE HUMAN NEEDS OF OUR PEOPLE NOW, AND TEN YEARS FROM NOW --
-- -

TWENTY YEARS FROM NOW? 

E MUST BEGIN WITH A WILLINGNESS TO RISK, TO PIONEER --

A SENSE OF OPTIMISM AND SELF-CONFIDENCE -- A CAPACITY FOR 

COMPROMISE AND ACCOMMODATION, 

~TIME AND AGAIN, THESE THREE CHARACTERISTICS HAVE BROUGHT 

US THROUGH NATIONAL TRIALS AND DIFFICULTIES FAR MORE IMPOSING 
----~-

THAN ANYTHING THAT CONFRONTS US TODAY. 
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~ WE SURVIVED ADVERSITY AND PROGRESSED AS A FREE NATION 

BY RISKING GREATLY, BY RETAINING OUR SELF-CONFIDENCE AND 
\ . - p . .. 

x- . .......-.. I 

OPTIMISM, AND BY COMPROMISING WHAT SEEMED TO BE TOTALLY 

HOSTILE AND INCOMPATIBLE POINTS OF VIEW. ---
~As A RESULT, THE INJUSTICES WERE ROOTED OUT, OUR DEMOCRACY 

REFINED, AND THE SECURITY AND HAPPINESS OF OUR PEOPLE ADVANCED. 

~WO HUNDRED YEARS AGO WE THE PEOPLE CAME TOGETHER TO FORM 

A MORE PERFECT UNION. WE TOOK A RISK THAT HAD NEVER BEEN TAKEN 

BEFORE IN THE HISTORY OF MANKIND. 

THAT HOT, HUMID JULY DAY IN PHILADELPHIA WERE EFFECTIVELY 
.., ---

PUTTING THEIR NAMES TO THEIR OWN DEATH WARRANTS. 
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I CONTINUE TO BE IMPRESSED TODAY OVER HOW RELATIVELY YOUNG 

THESE MEN WERE WHO ACCOMPLISHED SO MUCH,~INETEEN OF THE 

56 SIGNERS OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE WERE IN THEIR 
u )J 

40's. SIXTEEN WERE IN THEIR 30's. Two WERE ONLY 27, 

ALEXANDER HAMILTON WAS 21. 

j IT WAS NOT THE RISK OF REBELLION, FOR MANY REBELLIONS 
\ . J 

HAD BEEN TRIED AND FAILED~RATHER, I.T WAS THE RISK OF A GRAND 

EXPERIMENT IN DEMOCRACY -- OF FORMING A GOVERNMENT UNDER WHICH 

ALL THE PEOPLE WERE SOVEREIGN AS WELL AS SUBJECT, RULERS AS 

WELL AS RULED, UNITED AS WELL AS FREE. 
- - ---· ------- .. ·--·~ . -- --·--
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BUT WE FACE NEW CHALLENGES TODAY IN CONTINUING THIS 

"EXPERIMENT," 

MINNESOTA, ITSELF, OFFERS AN EXCELLENT CASE IN POINT, 

MINNESOTA WILL FACE THE MOST SERIOUS THREAT TO ITS ECONOMIC 

PROSPERITY DURING THE NEXT 10 YEARS, DUE TO IMPENDING ENERGY 

SHORTAGES, 

-- CANADA PLANS TO PHASE OUT OIL EXPORTS TO MINNESOTA 

AND THE REST OF THE UNITED STATES BY 1984, 

-- MINNESOTA'S THREE REFINERIES ARE ALMOST 100 PERCENT 

DEPENDENT ON CANADIAN CRUDE OIL, THEY HAVE ALMOST NO OTHER 

SOURCES OF SUPPLY, IT WILL BE A LONG AND COSTLY PROCESS TO 

DEVELOP ALTERNATIVE OIL SOURCES, 
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-- THE IMPACT OF THE CANADIAN CUTBACK ON THE OPERATIONS OF 

OUR REFINERIES COULD BE DISASTROUS FOR MINNESOTA AND THE OTHER 

NoRTHERN TIER STATES. THE CLOSING OF THE THREE MINNESOTA 

REFINERIES ALONE WOULD ADD 4,600 WORKERS TO OUR UNEMPLOYMENT 

AND WELFARE ROLLS AND LOSE OVER $46 MILLION IN WAGES AND 

SALARIES, 

WE ALL RECOGNIZE THAT OUR ECONOMIC RECOVERY WILL MEAN 

RENEWED PRESSURES ON OUR ENERGY RESOURCES, 

A WIDE VARIETY OF CREATIVE PROPOSALS ARE BEING STUDIED, 

SENATOR JACKSON AND I, FOR EXAMPLE, HAVE INTRODUCED THE 

NATIONAL ENERGY CoNSERVATION AcT OF 1975. 
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IT PUTS THE MAJOR LONG-TERM BURDEN OF ENERGY CONSERVATION 

ON AMERICAN TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION, THESE ARE THE KEYS TO 

ENERGY CONSERVATION, THE FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM IS CHALLENGED 

TO DEVELOP CHEAP, EFFECTIVE AUTOS, APPLIANCES, AND MACHINES 

THAT SAVE ENERGY, AMERICAN KNOW-HOW IS TAXED, NOT CONSUMERS. 

As I SEE IT, AT THIS TIME, WE CAN LOOK FOR MAJOR ENERGY 

INITIATIVES TO FLOW QUICKLY FROM CoNGRESS IN THE COMING MONTHS, 

AND AS A RESULT: 

~- WE WILL SEE GRADUALLY RISING NATURAL GAS AND OIL PRICES; ---
£:_ WE WILL SEE IMPROVED BUILDING INSULATION STANDARDS ; 

-
~-WE WILL SEE MANDATORY REFORM IN UTILITY PRICE PRACTICES, 

_ _ ..._, __ -- > • • ·- " .. 

INCLUDING PEAK-LOAD PRICING AND ABOLITION OF REDUCED-STEP 

RATE SCHEDULES; 
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~- WE MAY WELL SEE MANDATORY ENERGY EFFICIENCY STANDARDS 

FOR APPLIANCES AND INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT PROCESSES: 

L-WE WILL SEE MANDATORY TRUTH-IN-ENERGY LABELLING OF 

APPLIANCES AND AUTOS: 

~- WE WILL SEE SPECIFIC TAX INCENTIVES FOR SOLAR ENERGY 

DEVICES, PARTICULARLY FOR SPACE HEATING PURPOSES; 

~- WE WILL SEE A MUCH GREATER RELIANCE ON COAL TO DRIVE 

OUR FACTORIES AND TO PRODUCE ELECTRICITY: 

z -- NATURAL GAS WILL BE LIMITED MAINLY TO RESIDENTIAL 

USE, WITH ONLY A BASE MINIMUM GOING TO INDUSTRIAL USERS --

THEREBY CUTTING DOWN, FOR EXAMPLE, ITS WASTEFUL USE AS A 

BOILER FUEL: 
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-- WE WILL SEE A CONTINUATION OF OIL AND GAS PRICE 

CONTROLS, PRICES WILL BE PERMITTED TO RISE GRADUALLY TO 

STIMULATE PRODUCTION, WHILE NOT AT THE SAME TIME GRANTING 

WINDFALL PROFITS TO PRODUCERS: 

--AND, FINALLY, WE WILL SEE A PERMANENT SHIFT TOWARD 

A RISING DEPENDENCE ON ELECTRICITY -- MATCHED BY RISING 

~ 
DEPENDENCE ON THE SEA AND THE SUN AS SOURCES OF ELECTRICAL 

ENERGY, 
-- ............ 

1-s....Es,· OUR NATIONAL PRIORITIES ARE IN BAD SHAPE, BUT YOU 

DIDN'T NEED HUBERT HUMPHREY TO TELL YOU THAT, .;.......------ ··--- ·-· . - ·--· --·- - ---
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THE DEPTHS OF THE CURRENT RECESSION AND THE SERIOUSNESS 

OF THE PRESENT ECONOMIC CRISIS REQUIRE BOLD ACTION. WE CANNOT 

LIVE WITH THE ADMINISTRATION'S PLAN. IT IS UNACCEPTABLE. 

IT ACCEPTS AN UNEMPLOYMENT RATE OF AT LEAST 6 PERCENT FOR 

THE REST OF THIS DECADE. THIS IS NO TIME TO LISTEN TO THE 

QUAKING VOICES OF THE FAINT OF HEART. 

EVERY DAY THAT WE DELAY COSTS THOUSANDS OF ADDITIONAL 

AMERICANS JOBS AND INCOME. 

AND THERE ARE MANY THINGS THAT WE CAN DO THAT WILL MAKE 

A DIFFERENCE. 
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VICTIMS OF RECESSION, THIS MEANS BOTH AN EXTENSION OF UNEMPLOY-

MENT COMPENSATION AND AN INCREASE IN ITS LEVEL, TODAY THE 

AVERAGE UNEMPLOYMENT CHECK IS A MERE $65 A WEEK -- A NATIONAL 

DISGRACE, 

~ CAN AND~ MUST PROVI?E AN EMERGENCY PROGRAM OF HEALTH 

INSURANCE FOR THOSE WHO LOSE COVERAGE BECAUSE THEY ARE NOW OUT 

OF WORK. 

~WE ~ AND WILL NOT SCRIMP ON SOCIAL SECURITY, 

ON RETIREMENT BENEFITS, OR ON FOOD STAMPS, AS THE PRESIDENT 

HAS PROPOSED. CONGRESS REJECTS THIS CRUEL PROPOSAL, 
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~E NEED TO SEE TO IT THAT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE COMES 

FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO THOSE STATE AND LOCAL 

GOVERNMENTS FACING A MAJOR FISCAL CRISIS~LESS THIS IS 

DONE, THEY WILL BE FORCED TO CUT BACK DRASTICALLY ON JOBS 

AND SERVICES OR INCREASE TAXES SUBSTANTIALLY. 

~TS AND ~ENDING PROGRA:S WILL BE USELESS IF INTEREST 

RATES STAY HIGH AND CREDIT TIGH~HE POLICIES OF THE FEDERAL 

RESERVE BoARD HAVE BEEN A MAJOR CAUSE OF THE CURRENT RECESSION. -
~ESE POLICIES MUST BE CHANGED, OR THE FEDERAL RESERVE BOARD -

ITSELF MUST BE CHANGED . _ _,_. _____ ... 
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~ AND WE MUST BEGIN TO DO A MUCH BETTER JOBmOF PLA~~ FOR 

THE FUTURE OF OUR ECONOMY AND FOR THE WISE USE OF OUR EVERMORE 

LIMITED IF WE ARE TO PROVIDE A BETTER LIFE FOR 

ALL AMERICANS IN THE YEARS TO COME, WE MUST BEGIN TO PLAN FOR 

IT TODAY. 

~WE MUST GET THE ECONOMY MOVING AGAIN, AND TO DO THIS: 

-- WE NEED A GREATLY EXPANDED PROGRAM OF PUBLIC SERVICE 

JOBS CAPABLE OF PROVIDING MORE THAN 1 MILLION PEOPLE WITH 

WORK IMMEDIATELY. CONGRESS HAS PASSED LEGISLATION TO HELP 

ACHIEVE THIS OBJECTIVE, AND THE PRESIDENT MUST SIGN THIS 

ESSENTIAL LEGISLATION. 
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-- WE NEED TO SET INTEREST RATES FOR HOUSING AT 6 PERCENT 

AND GET HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF CONSTRUCTION WORKERS BACK ON 

THE JOB. THERE IS NO WAY OUT OF A NATIONAL RECESSION WHILE 

HOUSING IS IN A DEPRESSION. IF WE CAN AFFORD TO LEND THE 

RUSSIANS MILLIONS OF DOLLARS AT 6 OR 7 PERCENT, WHY CAN'T 

WE DO LIKEWISE TO HELP OUR PEOPLE LIVE DECENTLY? 

~ OUR FIRST HUNDRED YEARS AS A NATION, WE DIDN'T HAVE 

TO THINK ABOUT PRIORITIES~ A F:EDGLING DEMO~ACY WITH NO 

PLACE TO GO BUT UP, WE COULD AFFORD TO OPEN THE FLOODGATES OF 

TECHNOLOGY, E WERE HEIRS TO A GREAT FORTUNE IN LAND, NATURAL 

RESOURCES, SKILL AND HUMANITY. No ONE SAW THE NEED TO CHECK 

THE PROGRESS EVERY NOW AND THEN TO SEE IF IT ALL FIT TOGETHER, 
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WE RAN HEADLON~ INTO THE BRAVE NEW WORLD, TRIPPING OVER 

OUR HUMANITY ALONG THE WAY. WILL WE CONTINUE TO BE GOBBLED 

UP BY OUR OWN CREATIONS, OR WILL WE BEGIN TO MAKE THEM WORK 

FOR US? 

IF YOU DON'T REMEMBER ANYTHING ELSE FROM MY TALK HERE 

TODAY, I WANT YOU TO RECOGNIZE THE URGENCY OF THIS CHALLENGE. 

WHAT WE IN THE GOVERNMENT DO NOW -- OR FAIL TO DO -- WILL 

LITERALLY DETERMINE YOUR FUTURE. OUR FAILURE TO ACT NOW CAN 

CAST GRAVE DOUBTS ON WHETHER YOU WILL HAVE A FUTURE AT ALL. 

IN CLOSING I WANT TO REMIND YOU OF WHAT VICTOR HUGO SAID. 
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"THE FUTURE HAS SEVERAL NAMES. FOR THE WEAK, IT IS 

THE IMPOSSIBLE. FoR THE FAINT-HEARTED, IT IS THE 

UNKNOWN. FoR THE THOUGHTFUL AND VALIANT, IT IS IDEAL. 

THE CHALLENGE IS URGENT. THE TASK IS LARGE. THE TIME 

IS NOW." 

# # # # # 
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