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I deeply appreciate what has been said here today. 
I am doub ly honore d by your award of the Joseph Prize. 

First, because it is your or gan ization that honors me. 
Second, by the stature of the individual with whom I am 
privileged to share this hi gh honor. 

To be honored by the Anti-Defama tion League of the 
B'nai Br ith is a particular pleasure because of my long 
and warm relationsip with your splendid organ ization. 

We first worked together when I was Mayor of Minneapolis 
in the drafting of the nation's first municipal 
ant i-discriminati on legislation . 

And the ADL 's officers, staff and members have assisted 
the progres sive forces in the Congress during the past decades. 

I know of few organ izations which have so consistently 
represented the values which mak e this country great: a 
free, vibrant, open society in which all men and wome n are 
free to make the most of their God-given potential. 

I am profoundly moved tonight by being honored together 
with one of the moral giants of our generation -- my dear 
fr iend and mentor, Roy Wilkins. 

Over 2500 years ago, the Great Hebrew prophet, Micha, 
declared that man's mission on earth was to "love mercy , 
pursue justice and walk humbly with God." 

There are f ew Americans who have so epitomized this 
change -- few men who have toiled as diligently on behalf 
of these goals -- as Roy Wilkins. 

Roy Wilkins has given us inspiration to move forward, 
ex·ample to do right and leadership in the long struggle 
for ' human dignity. 

To be honored with him is a tribute I will always 
cherish. 

I could not accept this a\-v ard without sharing with you 
some of my thoughts on where 1~e have been and where 1~ e are 
going in our quest for human rights. 

Since the end of t he Second Wo rld War we have worked 
long and hard to remove a host of legal barriers to civil 
equality and equal opportunity in Ameri ca. 

In the 1950's and 1960's we were working on a civil 
rights and a human rights agenda which was uniquely suited 
to legislative solutions and remedies. 

We overcame grea t hurdles in Congress and in our 
state legislatures to achieve our goals -- equal access 
to public accommodations, equal job opportunity, 
non-discriminatory use of Federal funds and greate r 
protection of the right to vote. 
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Bu t I do no t accept the proposition that mos t 
.mericans believe that t wo centuries of racial injustice 
and religious bigotry have so~ehow vanished from t h is land. 

The struggle is not over. Hard-won pro g ress on the 
hurna n rights front which is now protected by the courts 
and safeguarded by our laws marks a beginning, not an end 
to the battle for human rights. 

Yes, the battle field has shifted. It is no lon ger 
solely in the halls of Con gress or in the courts. 

It is now in the nei ghborhoods of inner citv and 
suburb, the schools of our nation, the factories and shops, 
the homes and the hearts of the American people. 

Let me be frank. In 1975, threats to human freedom 
cannot be eradicated by the passage of l aws. Yes, le g islation 
may help in some instances. But in many cases, t he re is no 
better solution than a human one. You and I know that the 
battle for human rights must now be waged vigorously in the 
hearts and minds of the American people. 

An d for this, 1ve need leadership which speaks firmly 
in the name of all the people. 

We need leaders who say that anti-semitism in corporate 
suites or government offices will never be tolerated. 

We need leaders who say that wornen who work should 
receive equal pay for their labor. 

We need leaders who will not tell black Americans, 
Jewish Americans, Hispanic Americans, Italian Americans or 
any other group to submerge or ignore their individual identity 
or heritage. 

We need leaders who say that the very young and the very 
old in our nation have the same right of protection under the 
law as the rest of society. 

And we need leaders who have the courage to say that 
there can be no meaningful freedom in America without 
freedom from poverty and hunger -- freedom from the unemployment 
line and the welfare check. 

We have learned that it is not enough to allow a man or 
woman to sit at a lunch counter if they don't have the money 
in their pockets to pay for lunch. 

I believe that the right to full participation in the 
economic life of our nation is the birthright of every American. 

Until we guarantee this freedom to all of _ our citizens, 
we cannot call ourselves truly free. 

Lastly, it is i mp ortant to note that the struggle for 
human ri gh ts knows no national boundaries. We cannot cry 
out for the oppressed in one area of the world and remain 
silent because of political expendiency and power politics. 
The dark reign of imprisonment without trial, torture and 
denial of the basic hu~an rights is becoming commonplace 
throughout the world. America has the moral obligation to 
speak out against such practices wherever and whenever they 
occur. 

And let me say that when the ugly head of religious 
bigotry and racial hatred is raised in the United Nations, we 
must bitterly oppose it . 
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I could not come here and ac cep t this award withou t 
saying that the Presid.ent's refusal to aid this great city 
is a heartless, divisive act which only weakens the fabr ic 
of national life. The human problems of America need to 
be solved and many of them ar~ urban related . 

Lurking behin d the s pee ches of Gerald Fo rd and the 
negativism of William Simon is an attitude of ma li gnant 
neg lect -- an attitude which i gnores t he prob le ~s of the 
poor, the b 1 ack, and the Spanish speaking wh o inhabit the 
inner city here and in other cities around the nation . 

All of us here have a special obligation. It is one .of 
leadership for human ri gh ts. We mus t not be lulled into 
comp lacency by our past victories. 

The challenges which we face are enormous . But we can 
move moun'tains -- I am confident of that. 

Let us work together so that America's third century 
can be one of new beginnings -- new beginnin gs toward better 
understanding among Amer icans of all races, religious and 
creeds . 

Let us proudly work to achieve freedom for all Ame ricans 
so that our nation can proclaim to the world t ha t we are 
"one nation, under God, indivisible." 

# # # # # # 
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I DEEPLY PPRECIATE T HA EEN SAID HERE TODAY , 

I AM DOUBLY HO ORED BY YOUR A AR OF TH E 0 EPH PR I ZE tciJ ........ e.,ttc 

~ F1 ~' BECAUSE IT IS YOUR ORGANIZATION THAT HONORS ME L 

A ~.~L;l~ .. ,a;;, 
ECOND1 BY THE STATURE OF THE IND IVIDUA JITH m1 I AM -=- ,., 

PRIV ILEGED TO 

~ .. ... .o;..'$e&ft- -
~ To E HONORED BY THE ANTI -DEFAMATION LE. GUE OF THE 

B'N I BRITH IS A PARTICULAR PLEASURE BECAUSE OF MY LO NG ...... 
A 1ARM REL TI 
~--.,. 

~ IE FIRST ORKED TOGETHER WHE ! WAS MAYOR OF MI NNEAPOLIS 

IN THE DRAFTING OF THE NATION' S FI RST MUNICIPAL 

ANTI-DISCRIMINATION LEGISLATION, 

t-.:. NO THE Dl's OFFICER~ S~F A D MEM ERS HAVE AS ISTED 

THE P OGRESSIVE FORCES I THE CONGRE D I G THE PA T DECADE , 
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L I KNOW OF FEW ORG NIZ TI ONS 'l' IC H HAVE so CO NSISTENTLY 

REP ESENTED THE VALUES IH ICH MAKE THIS COUNTY GREAT ~ A -- ' -----
FREE) VI BRANT) OPE OCIETY IN WH ICH ALL MEN AND OMEN ARE -----
FREE TO ~1AKE THE MOS T OF THEIR GoD-G IVEN POTENTIAL e -
~ I AM PROFOUNDLY MOVED T::r'l s• BY BE l NG HO ORED TOGETHER 

ITH ONE OF THE MORA L GIANTS OF OUR GENERATION -- MY DEAR 

FRIE ND AND MENTOR) RoY ~ ILKI NS , 

~ 
~ VER 2500 YEARS AG~J THE GREAT HE RE~/ P OPHETJ ~AJ 

DECLARED THAT MAN 'S MISSIO ON EARTH 'tJ S TO " LOVE MERCY) 

PURSUE JUSTICE ND ~ALK HUM LV WITH GoD , " 

..... --
~HO HAVE SO EPITOMIZ ED THIS 

~ =-b 
.., --

CHANGE -- FEW MEN ~HO HAVE TO LED AS DIL GENTLY ON BEHA LF -
OF THES E GOALS -- S RoY ~ ILKI NS , 
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~ Poy .ILKI NS HAS GIVEN US I NSPIRATI ON TO MOVE FOR R~~ -
EXAMPLE TO DO RIGHT AND LEADERSHIP I 
~ ) t 

THE LO NG STRUGGLE -
FOR HUMAN DIGNI TY, --
~ To BE HONORED ITH HIM IS A T IB' TE I WILL AL~AYS -

CHER ISH, 

/...., J COULD NOT ACCEPT TH I~ARD WIT 0 T SHARIN ITH YOU 

SOME OF MY THOUGHTS ON HERE WE HAVE BEEN ArD WHERE WE ARE 

-
~ . INCE THE END OF THE SECOND •!oR LD ~AR WE HAVE WORKED 

LO NG AND HARD TO REM VE A HOST OF LEGAL BAR IERS TO CIVIL - ---
EQUALITY AND EQUAL MER ICA , 

-~ ----=====---~ 

~I N THE 1950 's AND 1960 ' \~E ERE WORKHG ON A CIVIL ---- -----
RIGHTS AND A HUMA N RIGHTS AGE DA IC WAS UNIQ ELY SUITED 
:;a=- ~ 

TO LEGISLATIVE SOLUTIONS AND REMEDIES. 
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~ ~ E O~RCAME GREAT HURDLES IN CoNG ESS AND IN OUR 

STATE LEGISLATURES TO ACHIEVE OUR GOALS -- EQUAL ACCE SS 

TO PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS} EQUAL JOB OPPORTUNIT~ , 
NON- ISCRI MINATORY USE OF FEDERAL FUNDS AND GREATER 

-= • 
PROTECTION OF THE RIGHT TO VOTE, 

Bu/T I DO NOT ACCEPT THE PR POSITION THAT MOST 
-::::: c. -::==~ 

A~1ER ICANS BELIEVE THAT TWO CE TURIE OF RACIAL I NJUSTICE 

AND RELIGIOUS BIGOTRY HAVE SOMEHO VA NIS HED FROM THIS LAN , 

~t&A-1· 
L_ THE STRUGGLE IS ~~ARD- • ON PR GRESS ON THE 

HU A RIGHTS FRO NT WH ICH IS NOW PROTECTED BY THE COURTS 

AND SA::~ARDED Y OUR LAWS ARKS A EGINNIN)r NOT AN~ 

TO THE BATTLE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, 

~E BATTLE FIELD H S SHIFTED.~T IS 10 LO NGER 

SOLELY I N THE HALLS OF CONGRESS OR IN THE COURTS, 



'--· 

- .. · : 
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L. J T IS NOW IN THE NEIGHBOR OODS OF INNER CITY AND 

SUBURB ) TH E SCHOOLS OF OUR NATIO~ THE FACTORIES AND SHOP~~~~ 
~a f~-

THE H MES AND THE HEARTS OF THE A ERICAN PEOPLE o 
• L :::.. -

~LET ME BE FRA NK ( IN 1975, THREATS TO HUMAN FREEDOM 

CANNOT BE ERADICATED BY THE PASSAGE OF LAWS ~ ES, LEG! LATION 

MAY HELP IN SOME I NSTANCES .~BUT IN MANY CASE:r THERE IS NO 

BETTER SOLUTION T AN A HUMAN ONE.(Yo AND I KN01~ THAT THE ..... ~ 
D!ll~ 'c:' -

BATTLE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS MUST N W BE WAGED VIGO OUSLY IN THE 

HEARTS AND MINDS OF TH E ~ER ICAN PEOPLE 

E NEED LE DER HIP HICH SPEAKS FIRMLY 

Y'~h4~ -1.4'~ .. 
IN THE NAME OF ALL THE PEOPLE .-

t..:.. E NEED ,LEA~RS HO SAY IN C RPORATE 

SUITES OR GOVERN ENT OFFICE ~ ILL NEV R BE TOLE ATED, 
... > -
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l.. E NEED LEADERS HO SAY THAT OMEN HO ORK SHOULD 

RECE IVE E UA L PAY FOR THE IR LABOR , 

NEED LEADERS HO WI LL NOT TELL BLAC K AME ICAN/ 
& 

JEW I SH AME RICANS/ HISPAN IC AMER ICAN ( ITALIAN AMER IC ANS}~ (rLI 

ANY OTHER GROUP TO UBMERGE OR IGNORE THE IR I ND IVI DUAL IDENTITY -
OR HER ITAGE, 

-
~WE NEED LEAD ERS WHO SAY THAT THE V~Y YOU!G AND THE~ERY 

OLD IN OUR NATI ON HAVE THE SAME RIGHT OF PROTECTION UNDER THE 

LA S THE REST OF SOCIETY, 

~ AND WE NEED LEADERS HO H VE T ~E COURAGE TO SAY THAT 

THERE CAN BE NO MEAN I NG FUL FREEDOM I~ AMER ICA WITHO T 

FREEDOM FROM P VERTY AND HUNGER - - FREEDOM FROM THE UNEM PLOYME NT 
are• 

LINE AND THE WELFA RE CHECK , 
~ 
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L VIE HAVE LEAR ED T ~AT IT I NOT E OUGH TO ALLO A MA ~ OR 

OMAN TO IT AT A LUNCH COUNTER IF THEY DON'T HAVE THE MONEY 

I N THE IR P CKE TS TO PAY FOR LU CH, 

~ l BELI EVE THAT THE ~T TO FULL PARTICIPATIO IN THE~.) 

EC NOM IC LIFE OF UR NATI ON IS THE IRTHRIGHT OF EVERY A ER ICA Nct 

·-- .. 

1E CANNOT CALL OURSELVES TRU LY FREE, 

" 
~ LASTLY( IT IS IMPORTANT T NOTE TH T THE STRUG LE FOR 

HUMAN RI GHT KNOWS NO N TIONAL BOU DAR I ES~ ' 'E CANNOT CRY 

OUT FOR THE OPPRESSED IN ONE ARE OF THE WORLD AND REMAIN 

SILENT BECAU E OF POL ITICAL EXPENDIENCY AND P ER POLITICS, 

~HE DARK RE I GN 
.... 

DEN I L OF THE ASIC HUMAN RIG TS IS ECOM I NG COMMONPL CE -
THROUGHOUT THE 10RUJ I AMERICA H s THE ORAL OBLIGATION TO 

SPEAK OUT AGAINST SUCH PR~CTICES HEREVER AND IHENEVER THE Y OCCUR , 



.ND LET ME SAY TH T HE THE UGLY H D OF RELIGI US --
BIGOTRY AND RACIAL HATRED I THE UN ITED NATI~N~ 

6JiiAar•··IJj 
RAISED IN .. 

..cO( MUST BITTERLY OPPOSE IT . 

~I COULD NOT COME ERE AND ACCEPT T IS AWARD WITHOUT 

SAYING THAT THE PRESIDENT'S REFUSAL TO AID THIS GREAT CITY 

IS A HEARTLESS/ DIVISIVE ACT WH ICH ONLY EAKENS THE FABR IC 

OF 

NEGATIVISM OF WILLIAM SIMON IS AN ATTITUDE OF M LIGNANT 

NEGLECT -- AN ATTITUDE WH ICH IG NO E THE PROBLEMS OF THE 

~ ~ .• .-1.1.~~ 
~ORj THE BLACKJ AND THE SPANISH PEAKING WHO IN ABIT TH E 

-:=r;::~ )}. 

INNER CITY HERE AND IN OTH R CITI E AR UND THE NATION • 

- • - -
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~ ALL 0 

I PAST VICTORI ES . 

~HE CHALLENGES WH ICH WE FACE ARE ENORMOUS~UT WE CAN 

MO VE MOUN TAI NS -- l AM CO FIDENT OF THAT. 

l LET US ~. ORK TOGETH ER SO THAT AMER ICA'S THI RD CENTURY 

CAN BE ONE OF NEW BE Git NINGS -- NE BEGINN INGS TOWARD BETTE 

UNDERSTANDING AMONG AMERICAN OF ALL RACE, J RELIGIOUS AND ---

FOR ALL AMER ICAN S 

SO THAT OUR NATION CAN PROCLAIM TO TH WORLD THAT WE ARE 

" ONE NA TI 0 ' UNDER GoD' I ND I vI I B LE .::-w,'-fl M.&t; .,_ 
~~~rd,t ll 

0 ###### 
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