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AMERICA ENTERS THE CRITICAL YEAR OF 1976 A VICTIM OF 

MISGUIDED ECONOMIC POLICIES. 

SEVEN MILLION AMERICANS ARE WITHOUT JOBS. 

IF WE LOOK BEHIND THE OFFICIAL FIGURES WE FIND OVER 10 

MILLION AMERICANS WHO ARE UNDEREMPLOYED AND HAVE STOPPED LOOKI NG 

FOR WORK. 

INFLATION REMAINS FAR TOO HIGH. AND THE REPUBLICAN 

ADMINISTRATION FORECASTS SIX PERCENT INFLATION FOR AT LEAST TWO 

MORE YEARS. 

WE HAVE HAD NOTHING FROM THE FORD ADMINISTRATION EXCEPT 

A BLUEPRINT FOR RECESSION LEVEL UNEMPLOYMENT AND HIGH INFLATION. 

THIS MEANS DISPAIR AND DISCOURAGEMENT WITHOUT A SIGN OF RELIEF 

FOR THE WORKING FAMILIES OF INDIANA. 
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As AN AMERICAN WHO BELIEVES IN HIS COUNTRY AND THE WORTH 

OF ITS PRODUCTIVE PEOPLE} AS A DEMOCRAT IN THE TRADITION OF 

RoosEVELT} TRUMAN} KENNEDY AND JOHNSON} I FIND THE REPUBLICAN 

ECONOMIC PLATFORM FOR 1976 TOO LITTLE} TOO LIMITED AND TOO LATE, 

IN FACTJ I ACCUSE THE FORD ADMINISTRATION OF DEVISING AN 

ECONOMIC STRATEGY WHICH DELIBERATELY FOSTERS SLOW RECOVERY 

AND GREATER SUFFERING FOR OUR WORKING FAMILIES AND THOSE 

FORCED TO LIVE ON FIXED INCOMES, 

* * * * * 

ONE OF THE DEMOCRATIC CHALLENGES IN 1976 IS TO INFORM 

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ABOUT REPUBLICAN REALITIES, 

LET'S TAKE A LOOK AT THE REPUBLICAN REALITIES OF 1976: 
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-- THE PEOPLE MUST UNDERSTAND THAT THE SAME REPUBLICAN 

PARTY WHICH CRIES OUT FOR BALANCED BUDGETS HAS GIVEN US THE 

MOST UNBALANCED BUDGET IN THE HISTORY OF THE REPUBLIC. 

-- THEY MUST BE TOLD THAT THE SAME REPUBLICANS WHICH 

EXTOL THE VIRTUES OF THE FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM HAVE UNDERMINED 

THAT SYSTEM BY THEIR MISMANAGEMENT OF THE ECONOMY~ FORCING 

THOUSANDS OF BUSINESSES INTO BANKRUPTCY. 

-- THEY MUST BE TOLD THAT THE SAME REPUBLICANS WHO 

ADVOCATE A STABLE DOLLAR HAVE SAT IDLY BY WHILE THE DOLLAR 

HAS BEEN ERODED 37 PERCENT SINCE 1969. 

-~ THE PEOPLE MUST BE TOLD THAT THE SAME REPUBLICANS 

WHO SUPPORT THE WORK ETHIC HAVE THROWN MILLIONS OF AMERICANS 

OUT OF WORK AND HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES TO THE PLIGHT OF 

MILLIONS UPON MILLIONS OF UNEMPLOYED MEN AND WOMEN. 



-4-

INSTEAD OF JOBS AND WORK~ THE ADMINISTRATION PREFERS THE EASY 

ROUTE OF FOOD STAMPS~ UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION AND WELFARE CHECKS, 

THIS IS REPUBLICAN REALITY IN 1976, AND IT IS THE DUTY 

AND OBLIGATION OF EVERY SINGLE DEMOCRAT TO LET THE VOTERS 

KNOW THE TRUTH, 

* * * * * 

AND NOW LET'S REALLY DISCUSS WHAT'S AT STAKE THIS YEAR, 

THE ISSUE IS PEOPLE AND HOW THEIR INTERESTS CAN BE SERVED, 

AND THIS INVOLVES BETTER GOVERNMENT -- A RETURN TO QUALITY 

AMONG THOSE WHO SERVE THE NATION'S NEEDS, 

THE POLLUTERS~ THE BRIBERS~ THE TAX CHEATERS~ THE 

SPECIAL LOBBIES MUST BE BROUGHT UNDER CONTROL, THE PEOPLE'S 

INTEREST MUST BE SERVED, 
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THIS ONLY CAN BE DONE WITH THE POWER OF THE FEDERAL 

GOVERNMENT, 

FRANKLIN RoOSEVELT RECOGNIZED THIS, So DID HARRY TRUMANJ 

JOHN KENNEDY AND LYNDON JOHNSON, 

THESE MEN DID NOT DISPARAGE WHAT CAN BE DONE IN WASHINGTON --

FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE PEOPLE -- BY DEDICATED MEN AND WOMEN, 

YES~· THEY COULD HAVE RUN AGAINST WASHINGTON. 

THAT WOULD HAVE BEEN EASY, 

BUT THEY CHOSE A DIFFERENT STRATEGY, 

THEY DECIDED TO RUN AGAINST REPUBLICANS -- AGAINST THE 

ECONOMIC ROYALISTS -- AGAINST PRIVILEGE AND EXPLOITATION. 

AND THEY FOUGHT FOR ECONOMIC GROWTHJ JOBSJ EDUCATIONJ 

RECLAMATIONJ IRRIGATIONJ CONSERVATIONJ THE ELDERLYJ THE 

HANDICAPPED AND THE FARMERS, 
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THEY KNEW WHAT WAS AT STAKE. 

AND WE WON AS DEMOCRATS DEDICATED TO GREATER ECONOMIC 

AND SOCIAL JUSTICE FOR THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. 

WE WILL RETURN TO THE WHITE HoUSE IN 1977. 

Bur WE CANNOT DO SO AS ANTI-GOVERNMENT ZEALOTS OR AS 

PROPHETS OF DOOM AND GLOOM. 

VICTORY WILL BE OURS IF WE OFFER SENSIBLE ALTERNATIVES 

TO A MORALLY BANKRUPT REPUBLICAN ADMINISTRATION. 

WE WILL WIN NOT BECAUSE WE ARE AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT 

WE HOPE TO RUN~ BUT BECAUSE WE ARE FOR GOVERNMENT WHICH 

HELPS PEOPLE: 

-- A GOVERNMENT THAT OFFERS AMERICA A FULL EMPLOYMENT 

POLICY THAT ASSURES DECENT JOBS AT DECENT WAGESi 
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-- A PROGRAM OF LONG-OVERDUE REFORMS TO CLEAN UP THE 

WELFARE MESS SO THAT HELP GOES ONLY TO FAMILIES WHO ACTUALLY 

NEED IT; 

-- A NATIONAL HEALTH CARE SYSTEM THAT PROVIDES QUALITY 

HEALTH CARE FOR ALL AT THE LOWEST POSSIBLE COST; 

-- A HOUSING PROGRAM THAT REPLACES SLUMS WITH SOUND~ LOW 

COST~ HIGH QUALITY HOUSING FOR EVERY FAMILY; 

-- A TAX PROGRAM THAT ELIMINATES GLARING TAX LOOPHOLES 

THAT MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR SOME PEOPLE AND SOME CORPORATIONS 

TO PAY LITTLE OR NOTHING~ WHILE THE MIDDLE INCOME TAX PAYER 

BEARS THE MAJOR BURDEN OF GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURES; 

-- A TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM FOR BOTH URBAN AND RURAL 

AMERICA; AND 



-8-

-- AN ENERGY PROGRAM THAT ASSURES AMERICA OF ENERGY 

RESOURCESi 

-- A NATIONAL FOOD PROGRAM THAT IS BASED ON ABUNDANCE~ 

A FAIR RETURN FOR THE FARMERSJ AND HUMANITARIAN AID. 

THE ISSUE THIS ELECTION YEAR IS NOT ~ASHINGTON -- BUT THE 

POLICIES OF THE NIXON-FORD ADMINISTRATION -- VETOES~ UNEMPLOYMENT1 

RECESSION~ INFLATION. 

WE WILL WIN BECAUSE WE CARE! 

WE WILL WIN BECAUSE WE DARE TO PIONEER! 

WE WILL WIN BECAUSE AMERICA IS TIRED OF BEING TOLD WHAT 

WE CAN'T DO. 

AMERICA WANTS TO HEAR WHAT WE CAN AND WILL DO! 

# # # # 
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