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WASHINGTON, D. C., May 4--Senator Hubert H. Humphrey today dis

missed as "incomplete and misleading" attacks by anti-government 

critics, and predicted that a President with "imagination and per

severance11 would restore Americans' faith in government. 

"Most critics of government have overlooked the continuing faith 

that Americans place in our constitutional system," Humphrey said. 

11 Despite the failures and disappointments of recent years, there has 

been no popular outcry for wholesale constitutional reform or for 

junking our democratic system. 
11 What the people are demanding today, and what it is the duty of 

elected officials to provide, is a government that works, one that is 

competent, one that is fair, and one that cares about the problems 

of individual citizens." 
Speaking to the State Association of Broadcasters Presidents' 

meeting at the Mayflower Hotel, Humphrey said that attacks on big 

government have been "carried far beyond the boundaries of common 

sense. 
"The Republican President seems to be running against the per

formance of the same government that Republicans have presided over 

for the past eight years. And his Republican opponent from Cali

fornia talks about the national government as though it were a 

fore:i gn pm>~er. 

''Moreover, it is "absurd" for Democrats to campaign against the 

federal government, Humphrey maintained, "because their chances of 

winning the Presidency depend on the public's conviction that we 

need a return to vigorous, competent and concerned government in the 

tradition of the Democratic Party. 11 

Humphrey attributed the current anti-government sentiment to two 

decades of social unrest, the Vietnam War, Watergate revelations, 

the 11 shameful performance of the economy," among other factors. 

These events, he said, "seemed to violate our deeply rooted faith in 

the national government's commitment to protect and promote the 

general welfare." 

As a result, he explained, it became "politically attractive to 

attack the institutions identified with this time of trouble." 

Humphrey indicated that to dwell on the difficulties of the past 

15 years is to give only "a very incomplete and misleading picture." 

It neglects the successes of numerous government programs such as 

{more) 
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social security, medicare, medicaid, aid to education and the anti
poverty programs which helped 11 million Americans work their way 
above the subsistence income level. 

Nor does it take into account advances in human rights, countless 
Congressional reforms and revisions of practices within the Democratic 
Party -- all "solid accomplishments" which "were lost in the blizzard 
of headlines and television newscasts describing our government's 
failures." 

Nevertheless, Humphrey said, we do not need to defend blindly 
everything government has done in the last 40 years." There have 
been mistakes, he admitted , ''and there is a special obligation on 
those who believe in positive and strong government to understand and 
correct these shortcomings. And I have no doubt whatever that these 
improvements can be made. " 

The Minnesota Senator warned that "programs can be no more 
effective than the dedication and commitment of those in charge and 
pointed out "the Nixon-Ford Administration has undercut almost every 
Democratic effort launched in the Kennedy-Johnson years." 

The "tragic and unhappy years" since President Nixon's election 
"provide no basis whatever on which to judge the impact of a 
national administration staffed by competent and caring people and 
supported by a President determined to use the government's power on 
behalf of all Americans," Humphrey said. 

That kind of government , he maintained, requires strong leader
ship, including a President who can "lead by persuasion" and work 
with Congress to form a "new relationship between the legislative 
and executive branches." 

Also it requires "enlisting our people and their elected offi
cials at all levels of government as common partners in establishing 
broad policy objectives and devising imaginative, flexible and 
practical solutions." 

Humphrey cited proposals he has made to achieve that cooperation, 
including plans for a Federal Council composed of the President and 
the Governors of all 50 states, programs for better coordination 
with state and local governments, economic planning, and atmosphere 
in which "complaints and problems of individual citizens are taken 
seriously and resolved quickly." 

"This will require imagination and perseverance," he said. "But 
above all, it will require the leadership of a President who believes 
that government can again be a vital force for justice and opportun
ity in America -- a true steward and guardian of the public interest." 

# # # # # 
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Political campaigns are often the time when popular slorans 
and issues are carried far beyond the boundaries of common sense. 
This year the focus of many politicians seems to be on "big government" 
and how it should be blamed for just about everything that goes 
wrong in America. 

The Republican President of the United States seems to be running 
against the performance of the same national government over which 
Republicans have presided for the last eight years. 

And his Republican opponent from California talks about the 
national government as though it were a foreign power. 

Moreover, it is only slightly less absurd to hear some Democrats 
attacking the idea of an activist national government -- absurd 
because their chances for winning the presidency depend on the public's 
conviction that we need a return to vigorous, competent, and concerned 
government, in the tradition of the Democratic Party. 

It is time to get the issue of "big government" back in 
perspective. 

To do so, we must understand clearly why it has been possible 
in this election year to make government itself a headline issue. 

Tn less than a decade, a series of precedent-shattering events 
drove a wedge between our people and the national government: 

The assassination of a President and other respected political 
and national leaders . violent disruption in our urban 
centers •.. a tragic war in Southeast Asia that inevitably lost 
the people's support ... gross mismanagement of our national 
economy •.. deception and corruption that reached into the Oval 
Office itself and eventually drove an elected Vice President and 
President from office . . • the abandonment or mismanagement of 
social programs that initially were presented to the people as 
solutions to many of America's most troubling and deenly-rooted 
domestic problems ... all of these events carne topether in the 
1960's and 1970's. 

These events were particularly upsetting because they seemed 
to violate our deeply-rooted faith in the national government's 
commitment to protect and promote the general welfare. 

They only deepened the shock of disillusionment 
even the sense of betrayal -- that gripped Americans 
Presidency and our national government were buffeted 
of the past few years. 

perhaps 
as the 
by the events 

Against this background, is it any wonder that it became 
attractive to attack the institutions identified with this time 
of trouble? 

But those who lead the attack give us a very incomplete and 
misleading picture. 

Many critics of government neglect the striking record of 
achievement that occurred in the midst of our recent political 
upheavals. More important, they overlook numerous examples of the 
system's continuing ability to correct and to c~an ge what had gone 
wrong. Those '"ho view the American national government as the 
primary cause of our present-day problems have the responsibilitv 
to explain how the following could come to pass: 
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-- Tn 1964, 36 million Americans were living below the 
subsistence level, the poverty line. But by 1969, five short years 
after President Johnson launched the war on poverty, this number 
had been reduced by 11 million, the largest proportional decline 
in poverty in our nation's history. 

-- In the mid-60's, Federal aid was first made available to 
improve schools in economically depressed areas and to expand 
significantly scholarship assistance to deserving undergraduates. 
This financial aid was largely responsible for doubling the number 
of students in our colleges during the 1960's. 

-- Medicare and Medicaid were established in the 60's to 
provide the elderly and the needy with essential health care services. 
By the late 1960's, t wenty million Americans were receiving quality 
medical attention each year because of these important programs. 

-- The Department of Housing and Urban Develonment was 
established, and major programs were launched to increase the 
nation's supply of good housing and to rebuild and improve our cities. 

Somewhere along the way, these stories of solid accomplishment 
were lost in the blizzard of headlines and TV newscasts describing 
our government's f ailures. But an honest accounting requires that 
the successes, as well as the failures, be acknowledged. 

And the re was other evidence of our system's basic health: 

Fi rst, Watergate was a decisive test of our Constitution. As 
a nation,·we passed the test admirably. 

Mr. Nixon's resignation was a dramatic reaffirmation of the 
proposition that government derives its just powers from the 
consent of the governed. 

And as a result, we have established a new public awareness 
that integrity, responsiveness, and openness are standards by 
which to judge the conduct of elected officials and reuresentatives. 

Second, millions of Americans joined the acti ve political 
life of our country for the first time. Blacks, He xi can -/\mericans, 
Puerto Ricans and other minorities, along with our young people, 
fought for and achieved the rights of full citizenship. 
Hundreds.-of these citizens hold high office throughout government 
today. In addition, women occupied increasingly significant 
places in all aspects of American life. 

In industry, labor and our academic institutions, opportunities 
for minorities were opened up and expanded greatly due initially 
to the decisions of government. 

In the early 1960's, those who fought against discrimination 
by race, age, or sex were ignored or scorned. By 1972, the 
barriers were largely gone. 

Third, on the political front, the Democratic Party completely 
over-hauled its internal rules and procedures -- not once but 
twice -- toward the goal of full participation by all our people. 

~e search American history in vain for a comparable period 
of such massive, across-the-board enlargement of our citizens' 
rights and responsibilities. 

In these years we witnessed fundamental changes in Congress 
and our State legislatures. And these changes were consistently 
in the direction of greater openness, accountability, and 
responsiveness to the people. 

In Congress, for example, we abolished the anti-democratic 
tradition of seniority as a sole factor in selecting com~ittee 
chairmen. Committee meetings, even joint Senate-House conferences, 
were opened to full public view. 

• 
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-\ Congress also established a new budget process that forces 
all committees and members to set basic budget priorities and 
then live by that discipline. 

We insulated the presidential nominating and election process 
from the pernicious effects of special interests attempting to 
buy favored treatment through huge campaign contributions. 

We passed constitutional amendments that provided for 
presidential disability and succession and that extended the 
rights of full citizenship to eighteen year-olds. 

So, there is far more to the issue of so-called "big 
governmentn than is being told by the critics. 

Let us approach this issue directly by admitting at the 
outset that, indeed, government has grown over the years. 

But let us recognize immediately that growth in government 
has taken place almost entirely at the State and local levels. 

The number of persons employed by the Federal Government 
todav is barely more than the number employed in the late 1940's. 

Even the much-malipned federal bud?et is about the same 
percentage of our Gross National Product today as it was in the 
early 1950's. 

So, let us not raise "straw-men" on this issue. Let's 
cut through the rhetoric and recognize certain inescanable facts: 

-- It is a fact that no governor alone, no State legislature 
no matter how knowledgeable -- can plan an economic recovery or 
-provide a national food policy or a system of national health care. 

It is a fact that only the Federal government can establish 
a program of Social Security, Medicare, Veteran's Benefits, and 
the like. 

-- It is a fact that only the Federal government can protect 
bank deposits, regulate a stock market to prevent fraud and 
deception, help assure consumers that products they buy meet 
standards of safety and good health, and administer an eauitable 
tax structure. 

-- It is a fact that only a strong and efficiently administered 
national government can protect and conserve our forests, public 
lands and waters and wilderness areas. 

-- It is a fact that only the Federal Government has the 
authority and ability to make civil rights a reality for everv 
man, woman and child in every State and in every township across 
this great land. 

So, the fundamental issue is not the "bigness" or pmver o+ 
government today. Rather, it is whether our institutions of 
government will be used in behalf of all the people, or \vhether 
its favors will be reserved primarily-rQr the few and the rich. 

For the past two generations, the Democratic Party has 
committed itself to using governmental power in a way that 
protects the interests of all citizens, but particularly those 
who lack the wealth, power and position to speak effectively for 
themselves. It is this tradition that Democrats must reaffirm in 
the 1976 presidential election. 

And, it should be recognized clearly that building this 
tradition has taken a great deal of hard work. 
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The legislative achievements of the mid-1960's --Medicare, 
Federal aid to education, civil rights, the anti-poverty program, 
for example -- were not the overnight products of a skillful 
President and a compliant Congress. 

Literally years of effort were required in most instances to 
build a winning combination of presidential advocacy, conpressional 
support, and broad public acceptance. 

These are victories not to be thrmvn away lightly. 

However, while it is true that government must necessarily 
play an active role in advancing the cause of equality and 
opportunity in America, we need not defend blindly everything 
that government has done in the past 40 years. 

I don't knmv anyone who denies that mistakes have been made 
or that expectations have sometimes outdistanced the government's 
capacity to deliver results. 

Moreover, there is a special oblipation on those of us who 
believe in positive and strong government to understand and correct 
these shortcomings. And, I have no doubt whatever that these 
improvements can be made. 

We must find better ways to make broad governmental propra~s 
actually meet or respond to the needs of all our people, in a 
large and diverse nation of many regions, groups, and localities. 
It is precisely at this point that the red tape and bureaucracy of 

national standards or requirements, or evaluation and clearance 
procedures, in the operation of federal assistance programs can 
turn into barriers to getting the job done. 

In the late 1960's, we were well along toward devising better 
coordination of the programs of various federal agencies, and joint 

efforts by federal, state and local governments in addressing major 
problems across the Nation. ., 

Our goal was to cut down on the number of administrative 
decisions that had to move through 1\fashington-based bureaucracies 
and to encourage greater flexibility and imagination in adapting 
national programs to local needs. 

And we were making real headway. 

Then a new Republican Administration came to power. 

We all know that governmental programs can be no more 
effective than the dedication and commitment of those in char~e. 
And the Nixon-Ford Administration has undercut almost every Democratic 

effort launched in the Kennedy-Johnson years. 

What could have been an orderly and constructive process of 
perfecting the beginnings of the late 1960's, turned into a bitter 
struggle between Congress and the Republican White House just to 
keep the programs alive. 

Budgets were slashed. Funds were impounded. Career civil 
servants were harassed. Incompetent political appointees were 
installed to dismantle congressionally-mandated proP-rams. Cries 
of help from State and local officials were ignored. 

These tragic and unhappy years of the Nixon-Ford Administration 
provide no basis whatever on which to judge the impact of a 
national administration staffed by competent and caring people and 
supported by a President determined to use the government's power 
in b~half of all Americans. 

I've never been one to spend much time bemoaning mistakes o~ 

the past. Our job now is to begin devising a national government 
that works -~one that delivers· results and keeps its word. 

~ ....... ,.... .. 
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It would be a very grave error to assume that Americans have 

r permanently washed their hands of a strong and active national 

government. What they are seeking is a government that demonstrates 

a new competence, a new sense of fairness and a new concern for 

individuals. 

~fuen Americans again encounter that kind of responsiveness, T 
predict that the people's trust and confidence in government will 

again become a dominant fact of our political life. 

How can we get that kind of government? 

First, we need leadership to rally the Congress, the Executive 

Branch, State and local governments and the people. 

And second, we need imagination to devise new relationships 

among our governmental institutions to take full account of 
the American people's common sense, ingenuity and basic sense of 

fairness. 

A President must lead by persuasion. There is no other way 

that our constitutional system can be made to work. The President 

must be a person who can win the willing cooperation of individual 

citizens. 

There is an especially urgent need today for the next 
President to move beyond the confrontation and stalemate that 

have characterized relations between Capitol Hill and the White 

House for the last eight years. 

The next President must be willinp to take Congress seriously, 

to l isten to the viewpoint of the people's representatives, and 

to enlist Congress as an ally in a common effort to provirle the 

people with responsive and effective government. 

This new relationship between the legislative and executive 

branches is absolutely essential if we hope to r~build the trust 

and confidence of Americans. 

The guiding theme of the next national administration must 

be that of enlisting our people and their elected officials at 

all levels of government as common partners in establishing broad 

policy objectives and devising imaginative, flexible and 
practical solutions. 

In recent weeks T have proposed a number of innovations that 

will move our governmental processes toward a new responsiveness. 

First, Governors should be drawn into closer coordination 

with one another and with the Federal government through the 
establishment of regional Executive Councils. 

These Regional Councils would be responsible for planning 

and administering Federal programs in their area, on the basis 

of plans prepared by the Governors of each region, working 
cooperatively with regional representatives of the Federal 

departments. 

Second, we must always remember that the Federal system 

is not just the government in Washington. It is a national 

government. 

The modern presidency, therefore, should include the 

establishment of a Federal Council, consisting of the SO 
Governors and the President. The council should meet regularly 
so that the President can outline to the Governors his proposals 

and initiatives, and receive from the Governors their advice 

and counsel in the preparation of the Federal budget, the 
administration of the departments, and the implementation of 

Federal laws. 
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Third, and perhaps most important, the next President 
must place highest priority on structuring his administratian in 
a way that complaints and problems of individual ci ti z.ens are 
taken seriously, and resolved quickly. 

"Serve the People", must be the motto of the next administration. 

Fourth, the next President should appoint immediately a 
National Commission on the Organization and Efficiency of the 
Government. The Brownlow Commission appointed by President 
Roosevelt and the Hoover Commission appointed by President 
Truman both made historic contributions in building a more 

· responsive executive branch. It is now time for a new effort. 

Finally, much of the public's recent disaffection. with 
governm~nt can be traced directly to the shameful per£6rmarite of 
our economy. 

The economic policies of the last eight years have been 
chaotic, vacillating from direct controls, freezes, and phases 
to the present policy of doing nothing. 

The major factor in our disastrous economic record is the 
absence of any coherent planning function that involves the 
whole of American society. We have lurched from crisis to 
crisis, trying to patch together an economic policy that '"ill 
get us through the next year or so. 

The Full Employment and Balanced Growth Act of 1976 that 
I recently introduced with Representative Augustus Hawkins of 
California represents a first step in devising an open process 
to develop annual and longer-range economic goals, as well as 
to identify ahead of time the specific policies to achieve these 
goals. It is a plan to achieve the great unrealized potential 
of the American economy. 

These are just some of the approaches that would begin to 
equip our national government with the tools it needs to solve 
present-day problems. 

And our citizens will respond to this government because 
it will clearly demonstrate that it listens to them and acts 
wisely and decisively on their behalf. 

Most critics of government have overlooked the continuing 
faith that Americans place in our constitutional system. 
Despite the failures and disappointments of recent years, there 
has been no popular outcry for wholesale constitutional reform 
or for junking our democratic system. 

The underpinnings of American democracy are sound. The 
people have not abandoned hope. And they understand clearly 
that our soc1ety could never survive without an active and strong 
central government. 

What the people are demanding today, and what it is the duty 
of elected leaders to provide, is a government that '"orks, one that 
is competent, one that is fair, and one that cares aSout the problems 
of individual citizens. 

This will require imagination and perseverance. But, above 
all, it will require the leadership of a President who believes 
that government can again be a vital force for justice and opportunity 
in America -- a true steward and guardian of the public interest. 

Working with Congress and with our state and local governments, 
such a President -- if he really cares -- can gradually turn our 
national government around, ru'lay from petty efforts at political 
empire-building, and toward government's only legitimate function: 
Serving the people who pay the bills. 
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Governor Adlai Stevenson once spoke about the requirements of 
self-government. His words provide a compelling ans,ver to those who 
attack government today, as well as a stirrin~ reminder to those nf 
us whose faith in government still lives. A.dlai Stevenson said: 

"Democracy is not self-executing. We have to 
and to make it work we have to understand it. 
and fearless criticism are impossible without 
and thinking critics. 

make it 'vork, 
Sober thought 

critical thinkers 

"Democracy's need for wisdom will remain as perennial as its 
need for liberty; not only external vigilance, but unending 
self-examination must be the perennial price of liherty hecause 
the work of self-government never ceases.'' 

# # If # # It 



REMARKS OF SEN. TOR HUBERT H. HU PHREY 

~~~ 
TATE ASSOCIATION OF BR ADC TERS ~ ~ 

ASH I NGTONI I c I 

r~AY 41 1976 

' 

~1~7~~ 

~ 
# 



-1-

~POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS ARE OFTE THE TIME WHEN POPULAR 

SLOGANS AND ISSUES ARE CARRIED FAR BEYO D THE BOUNDARIES OF 

COMMON SENSE. ~HIS YEAR THE FOCUS OF MANY POLITICIANS SEE~S 
~ 

> 
pj 
' 

TO BE ON "BIG GOVERNMENT" AND HOW IT SHOULD BE BLAMED FOR , 
- · : ·; :: .. ;;;:==" 
~ 

JUST ABOUT EVERYTHI G THAT GOES 

~ ,.,"'.,, ~. 
~-~ ONG IN AMERICA ... 

~HE REPUBLICAN PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES SEEMS 

TO BE RUNNING AGAINST THE PERFORMANCE OF THE SAME NATIONAL 

GOVERNMENT OVER WHICH REPU LICANS HAVE PRESIDED FOR THE 

LAST EIGHT YEARS. 

~ AND HIS REPUBLICA OPPONENT FROM CALIFORNIA TALKS ABOUT 

THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT AS THOUGH IT WERE A FOREIGN PO ER. 

--------
MOREOVER 1 IT IS ONLY SLIGHTLY LESS ABSURD TO HEAR SOME 

DEMOCRATS ATTACKING THE IDEA OF AN ACTIVIST NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 
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ABSURD BECAUSE THEIR CHANCES FOR WI NN I NG THE PRESIDENCY DEPEND ON ----- - ~ 

THE PUBLIC's CO NV ICTIO N THAT WE NEED A RETURN TO VIGOROUS) COMPETENT) -
AND CO NCER NED GOVERNME NT~ IN THE TRADITION OF THE DEMOCRATIC --
PARTY. -
~IT IS TIME TO GET THE ISSUE OF 11

B I G GOVERN~1ENT 11 
BACK IN!; ~ 

PERSPECTIVE • 
..... 

~ To DO sq~ WE MUST U DERSTAND CLEARLY WHY IT HAS BEEN POSSI BLE 

IN THIS ELECTION YEAR TO MAKE GOVER NMENT ITSELF A HE_AP_Lltii;,.J,.S_SUf l 

.... 
~ IN LESS THAN A DECADE/ A SERIES OF PRECEDENT-2tl~IgRI~G EVENTS 

DROVE A WEDGE BEDJEEN O'IR PEOPLE AND THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT: -
~ THE ASSASSINATION OF A PRESIDENT AND OTHER RESPECTED POLITICAL 

AND NATI ONAL LEADERS I I I VI OLENT DISRUPTION IN OUR UR AN CE NTERS I I I 
'-' :c;uti!l:":: 1:Y • ...,._ ;;:_; tta:tt'"ti~.~t. C::ta:::::t"z.::zzx~ 

A TRAGIC WAR IN OUTHEAST SIA THAT INEVITABLY LOST TH E PEOPLE'S 

SUPPORT I I I GROSS MISMANAGEMENT OF OUR NATI NA L ECONOMY I I I 
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DECEPTION AND CORRUPTIO N THAT REACHED INTO THE OVAL OFFICE 
..... ;SF"+' 

ITSELF AND EVENTUALLY DROVE.AN..E.LECTE.D VICE PRESIDENT AND PRESIDENT 
~ -

FROM OFFICE • • • THE ABANDONME NT OR MISMA NAGEMEnT OF SQCIAL 
') 

P OGRAMS THAT INITI ALLY WERE PR ESENTED TO THE PEOP LE AS SOLUTIONS -
TO M NY OF AMER ICA's MOST TROUBLI NG AND DEEP LY-ROOTED DOMESTIC 

-· ;c r ·a - 01 ,. ·w·«<u«""i'i''C'!!t.......-·oerr ,.,..... _... ,....,....oame ,.-,.-. -~ 

PR LEMS I I • ALL OF THESE EVE NTS CAME TOGETHER IN THE 1960 's 

AND 1970 's. 
~ 

- - -~ 

L... THESE EVENTS WERE PARTICULARLY UPS ETTI NG BE CAUS E TH EY SEEMED 

TO VIOLATE OUR DEEPLY-ROOTED FAITH IN THE NATIO NAL GOVERNMENT's 

COMM ITME NT TO PROTECT AND PROMOT E THE GENERAL WE LFARE. 
p - === 

-~ 

EVEN THE 

,;? 

OF THg ... P'AST FEW YEARS I ~~-~--
.... ===-~~~~~~..~..=.: -=-- --
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AGAINST THIS BACKGROUNDJ IS IT ANY ~ONDER TH AT IT BECAME P1lf+\~ 

ATTRACTIVE TO ATTACK THE INSTITUTIO NS IDE NTIFIED WITH THIS TI ME 

OF TROUBLE? 

~ BUT THOSE WHO LEAD THE ATTACK GIVE US A VERY INCOMPLETE AND 

-
MISLEADING PICTURE. --
~ . ANY CRITICS OF GOVERNME T NEGLECT THE STRIKING RECORD OF 

ACHIEVEMENT THAT OCCUR ED IN THE MIDST OF OUR RECENT POLITICAL 

~HEAVAL!o~MORE IMPORTAN~ THEY OVERLOOK NUMERO US EXAMPLES OF THE 

SYSTEM'S CONTINUI NG ABILITY TO CORRECT AND TO CHANGE WHAT HAD GO NE - ..... 

WRO!G~T~ WHO VIE THE AMER ICAN NATION~L GOVERNMENT AS THE 

PRIMARY CAUSE OF OUR PRESE NT-D Y PROBLEMS HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY -
TO EXPLAIN HOW THE FOLLOWI NG COULD COME TO PASS: 
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-- IN 1964 1 36 MILLION ME !CANS WERE LIVING BELO THE 

SU SISTENCE LEVEL, THE POVERTY LINE, ~UT BY 1969, FIVE SHORT YEARS 

AFTER PRESIDENT JOHNSON LAUNCHED THE WAR ON POVERTY~ THIS NUMBER 

HAD BEEN REDUCED BY 11 MILLIO ~ THE LARGEST PROPORTIO NAL DECLINE 

IN POVERTY IN OUR NATI0~ 1 S HISTORY. 

~ IN THE MID-60's~ FEDER L AID S FIRST M DE AVAILABLE TO 

IMPROVE SCHOOLS I ECONOMICALLY DEPRESSED AREAS AND TO EXPAND 

IGNIFIC TLY SCHOLARSHIP ASSISTANCE TO DESERVING UNDERGRADUATES• 

~THIS FINANCIAL AID WAS LARGELY RESPON IBLE FO DOUBLING THE NUMBER 

OF STUDENTS IN OUR COLLEGES DURI G THE 1960 's, -
J -- ~1EDICARE AND MEDICAID ERE EsTABLISHED IN THE 60's TO 

/...... --- ---
PROVIDE THE ELDERLY AND THE NEEDY ITH ESSENTIAL HEALTH CARE SERVICES. 

i..!::_ THE LATE 1960 ' S, TWEN TV M I LLI ON AMERICANS WERE RECEIVING QUAL! TY 

MEDICAL ATTENTION EACH YEAR BECAUSE OF THESE IMPORTANT PROGRAMS . 
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.£ THE DE PARTMENT OF HousI NG AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT AS 

ESTABLISHEDJ AND MAJOR PROGRAMS ERE LAU NCHED TO I CR EASE THE 

NATI ON 's SUPPLY OF GOOD HOUSI G AND TO REBUILD AND IMPROVE OUR CITIES, 

>~ M. 'toG zt,.t;~ .. · ?- """'UI..,... U"¥• .. •;1 ~ 

L OMEWHERE ALONG THE WAY 1 THE E STO I ES OF SOLID ACCOMPLISHMENT 

~ERE LOST IN THE BLIZZARD OF HEADLI NES AND TV NEWSCASTS DESC RI BI NG 

OUR GOVER NMENT1 S FAI LUREi. Bur AN HO JEST ACCOUNT! NG RE QU IR ES THAT 

SUCCE SESJ AS WELL AS THE FAILURESJ BE ACKNO•LEDGED • 

. ND THE RE WAS OTH ER EVIDENCE F OUR SYSTEM
1 S BAS IC HEALTH: 

L FIRS TJ !ATERGATE AS A DECISIVE TEST OF OUR CONSTITUTION. . S ---
A NATI N1 E PASSED THE TEST ADM I RAB LY. - ==== rm-· z::an:m:-• -:=rr"'%7lli'Cr 4 

~ f~R. NIXO 1
S RESIGNATION JA A DRAM TIC REAFFIRMATION OF THE 

PROPOSITIO N THAT GOVERNMENT DERIVES ITS JUST PO ERS FROM T E 
_.a ... 

CO NSENT OF THE GOVER NED . 
WLGG' OXTl ' TDTZ TI 0 z= 
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~~ND AS A RESUL)f WE HAVE ESTABLISHED A NEW PUBLIC AWARENESS 

THAT INTEGRITYJ RESPONS IVENESS J AND OPE NN ESS ARE STANDARDS BY -
WH IC H TO JUDGE THE CONDUCT OF ELECTED OFFICIALS AND REPRESENTATIVES. 

ILLI ONS OF AMERICANS JOI NED THE ACTIVE POLITICAL 

Ll FE OF OUR COUNTRY FOR THE F I RST Tl ME b:..ACKS 1 r· .EX I CA N-AMER ICANS, 

~· PUERTO IC NS AND OTHER MI NORITIESJ\ ALONG W IT~ OUR YOUNG PEOPLE 1 

FOUGHT FOR A D ACHIEVED TH E RIGHTS OF FULL CITIZENSHIP~ 

~UNDREDS OF THESE CITIZENS HOLD HIGH OFFICE TH OUG_ OUT_~':ERNMENT 

;__oDA'f.ol.J..N ADDITION, WOMEN OC~PI ED I NCREA~GLY SIG~~~~ 

' PLACES I~ AS~::T~~_?. F_ AME~!.~!~_LIF~ o ( '~~-~J~)u,/(__ 
~ (}O'"'fJA. ~(\ I'J""'-~- -~+1--/,.,D•I••• ~....,~~ 
~~ IN I ND USTRY, LABOR AND OUR ACADEMIC I NSTITUTION), OPPORTUNITIES 

FOR MI 10RITIES WERE OPE NED UP AND EXPA ~DED GREATLY DUE INITIALLY 

TO THE DECISIONS OF GOVER NMEN T. ..... 
s=· [ ··-
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~N THE EARLY 1960 's, THOSE WHO FOUGHT AGAI NST DISCRIMINATION 

BY RACE, AGE, 0 SEX ERE IGNORED OR SCORNED" B~77 THE 

BARRIERS ~ERE LARGE LY GONE, 

~THI RD, ON THE POL;}_:TICAL FR,2NJ, TH E DEMOCRATIC PARTY COMPLETELY 
t -. 

OVER-HAULED ITS INTERNAL RULES AND PROCEDURES -- ~iT 9NEE BijT 

~ ,-- TO ARD THE GOAL OF FULL PARTICIPATION BY ALL OUR PEOPLE, 

l ~·! E SEARCH AMERICAN HISTORY IN VAIN FOR A COMPARABLE PERIOD 

OF SUCH MASSIVEJ ACROSS-THE-BOARD ENLARGEME NT OF OUR CITIZENS' ...._ 
• 

RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES. 

THESE YEARS E ITNESSED FUND MENTAL CHANGES IN CoNGRESS 

AND OUR ~T!~: .. ~~~~~ATU~Es( ND THESE CHANGES WERE CONS ISTENTLY 

IN THE DIRECTIO N OF GREATER OPENNESSJ ACCOUNTABILITYJ AND ___., - -
RESPONSIVENESS TO THE PEOPLE. 
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b, CoNGRESS , FOR EXAr1PLE, WE A OLISHED THE ANTI -DEI10CRATIC 

TRAD ITI ON OF SENIORITY AS A SOLE FACTOR IN SELECTI NG COMM ITTEE 

CH~ I RM':_N .~OMM I TTEE MEET I NGS, EVEN JOI NT SENATE - HOUSE CONFERENCES , 

WE RE OPENED TO FULL PUB LIC VI EW e 

~CONGRESS ALSO ESTABLISHED A NE~ BUDGET PROCJ;SS THAT FORCES 

ALL COMM ITTEES AND MEMBERS TO SET BAS IC BUDGET PRIORITI ES AND 

THEN LIVE BY THAT DISCIPLI E. 

l___!E INS ULATED THE PRESIDENTIAL NOM INATI NG AD ELECTI~~M PR9~E~ 

FROM THE PERNICIOUS EFFECTS OF SPECIAL INTERESTS ATTEMPTI NG TO - n< e c~ =.....,._., ·· 2e: rnu:ne• ... 

BUY FAVORED TREATMENT THR OUGH HUGE CAMPA IGN CONTRI UTIONS, 
Kd'rt?*+Wf nrtft""...,..,...-*d , .. 

~E PASSED CO NS TITUTI ONAL AME NDME NTS THAT PROVIDED FOR 

PRESIDENTIAL DISABILITY AND SUCCESSION A. D THAT EXTENDED THE 

RIGHTS OF FULL CITI ZENSH IP TO EI GHTEEN YEAR-OLD , 



Fed. Exp. and % of GNP (Actual) 

1952 - 20.5% 

1962- ::.; ~ 
1972 - 20.9 t. ~ 
1974- 21.3% .ltf -
1975 - 23.8% (due to GNP drop and anti-recession spending) 

U.S. Housing Production 
(million units) 

1968 - 1.6 

1969 - 1. 5 

1970 - 1.5 

:::: ~ :::} 
1973 - 2.1 

1974 - 1.4 

1975 - 1.2 
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l.:._o, THERE IS FAR M RE TO THE ISSUE OF SO-CALLED 11BIG 

GOVERNMENTu THAN IS BEI NG TOLD BY THE CRITICS, 
!!:llL. : ;=::== .. :g& - -

~ LET US APPROACH THIS ISSUE DIRECTLY BY ADMITTI NG AT THE 

OUTSET THAT 1 INDEED1 GOVERNME NT HAS GROW OVER THE YEARS, 

~T LET US RECOGNIZE IMMEDIATELY THAT GROHH IN GOVERNM~NT 

HAS TAKE N PLACE ALMOST ENTI ELY AT THE STATE AND LOCAL LEVELS, 

~THE NUMBER OF PERSONS EMPLOYED BY THE FEDERAL GOVER IMENT 

TODAY IS BA ELY MORE THAN THE NUMBER EMPLOYED I 

~EVEN THE MUCH-M LIGNED FEDERAL BUDGET I A OUT THE SAME 

PERCENTAGE IT AS IN THE 

~~LET US NOT RAIS E "s~ --M~ N" ON THIS !SSUEI"jt,4/f ~

jf!!THROUbH THE RHETO IC AND RECOGNIZE CERTAI N I NESCAP~LE FACTS: 
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~- !T IS A FACT THAT NO GOVERNOR ALONE, NO STATE LEG ISLATURE --

NO MATTER HO KNO~LEDGEABLE -- CAN PLAN AN ECONO IC RECOVERY OR 

PROVIDE A NATIO NAL FOOD POLICY OR A SYSTEM OF NATI ONAL HEALTH CARE. 

"'-- IT IS A FACT THAT ONLY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT CAN ESTABLISH 

A PROGRAM OF 

THE LIKE I 

~- IT IS A FACT THAT ONLY THE ~EDERAL GOVERNMENT CAN PROTECT 

BANK DEPOSITS 1 REGULATE A STOCK M RKET TO PREVENT FRAUD AND 
--------~----------

DECEPTION1 HE LP ASSURE CO NSUMERS THAT PRODUCTS THEY BUY MEET 
.... 

STANDARDS OF SAFETY AD GOOD HEALTH1 AND ADMI NISTER A UITABLE 

TAX STRUCTURE • 
..... • 

t.- IT 1 A FACT THAT ONLY A STRONG AND EFFICIE NTLY ADMI ~IST E . ED 

~(J~.JIIi+£/~ 
NAT_! ONAL GOVEEWMEN)t CA~ PROTECT AN_?,.. CO.:!.,~~R.,;;_ouR ~~ESTS1 PUBLIC 

LA NDS AND WATERS AND WILDER ESS AREAS. 
= ·· ·== -
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~ IT IS A FACT THAT ONLY THE FEDE AL GOVERNMENT HAS THE 

AUTHORITY AND A ILITY TO MAKE CIVIL RIGHTS A REALITY FOR EVERY 

fv1ANJ WOMAN AND CHILD I I EVERY STATE AND IN EVERY TOltJNSH IP ACROSS 

THIs GR!;AT LA.tW I -
L. So, THE FUNDAMENTAL ISSUE IS NOT THE "B IGNESS' OR POWER OF 

GOVERN~NT TODAY~ RATH ERJ IT IS HET ER OUR INSTITUTIO NS OF 
.. 

GO ERNMENT WILL BE .. ' 

t 
ITS FAVORS ILL BE RESERVED - -
~ FoR THE PAST TWO GENERATIO N;, THE DEMOCRATIC ARTY HAS 

COMMITTED ITSELF TO USI NG GOVERNME NTAL PO ~ER I N A WAY THAT 

PROTECTS THE INTERESTS OF ALL CITIZENS} BUT PARTICULARLY THOSE 

HO LACK THE EALTHJ PO ER AND POSITION TO SPEAK EFFECTIVELY FOR 

THAT DEMOCRATS MUS T REAFFIRM I ~ 

• THE 1976 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION~ 
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ALL TOO OFTEN THE EFFORTS OF .,.... DEMOCRATIC 

ADMINISTRATIONS WERE INTERPRETED AS BEING DIRECTED 

PRIMARILY TO BENEFIT THE POOR AT THE EXPENSE OF 

MIDDLE INCOME AND HIGHER INCOME AMERICANSc {TO BE SURE, 

THERE HAS BEEN A CONCERTED EFFORT TO IMPROVE THE 

ECONOMIC STATUS OF THE DISADVANTAGED) fii@I\ EJM±t£1 zr:, 

<AID TO EDUCATION IS NOT ONLY OF BENEFIT TO THE CHILD OF 

A POVERTY FAMILY BUT IMPROVES THE QUALITY OF EDUCATION 

FOR EVERY CHILD. 

L MEDICARE KNOWS NO ECONOMIC STATU~.~OUSING PROGRAMS 

WERE NOT JUST FOR THE POOR~NINETY PER CENT OF ALL 

FEDERAL ASSISTANCE IN HOUSING WENT TO MIDDLE INCOME 

AMERICAN~. AND SOCIAL SECURITY AND UNEMPLOYMENT 

COMPENSATION ARE MADE AVAILABLE TO PEOPLE WHO WERE ON 

PAYROLLS-- THE VAST MAJORITY BEING MIDDLE INCOME AMERICANS. 
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THE SIMPLE TRUTH IS THAT PROGRAMS STRETCHING 

FROM PUBLIC WORKS, MEDICARE, SOCIAL SECURITY, 

AID TO EDUCATION, FAIR LABOR STANDARDS-- MANY OF 

WHICH HELP THE POOR-- DO MUCH MORE FOR THE REST 



-13-

. ND, IT SHOULD BE RECOGNIZED CLEARLY THAT BUILDING THIS 

TRADITION HAS TAKE N A GREAT DEAL OF HARD WORK. 

' 
- =··nun· , AH "?X -;c ~ nom aaG? 

£(THE LEG ISLATIVE ACHI EVEME NTS Ot= THE MID-1960's -- ~.EDICARE, 

FEDERAL AID TO EDUCATION, CIVIL RIGHTS, THE ANTI-POVERTY PROGRAM, 

FOR EXAMPLE -- /ERE NOT THE OVERNIGHT PRODUCTS OF A SKILLFUL 

PRESIDENT AND A COMPLIANT CoNGRESS. ----
xnrTTr == m " 

~LITERALLY YEARS OF ~ORT E E REQUIRED I MOST INSTANCES TO 

BU ILD A WINN I NG COMBI NATIO N OF PRESIDENTIAL ADvOCACY. CO NGRESSIONAL .. 
SUPPORT, AND BROAD PUBLIC ACCEPTANCE. 

~HESE ARE VICTORIES NOT TO E THRO~N AWAY LIGHTLY. 

~ Ho EVER/ WHILE IT IS TRUE THAT GOVER NMENT MUST NECESSARILY 

PLAY AN ACTIVE ROLE I N ADVANCI NG THE CAUSE OF EQUALITY AND 
C'-? 

OPPORTUNITY IN MERIC~ E NEED NOT DEFE ND BLI NDLY EVERYTHING 
¥ F 

THAT GOVER NMENT HAS DONE I N THE PAST 4 YEARS. 
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~ I DON'T KNOW ANYONE WHO DENIES THAT MISTAKES HAVE BE EN MADE 
• ?F'tT 

OR THAT EXPECTATIONS HAVE SOME TI MES UTDISTANCED THE GOVER NME NT' S -
CAPACITY TO DELIVER RESULTS, 

t d ~ 
nz** sy . ZS' = py;:r --

"' ' OREOVERJ THERE IS SPECIAL OBLIGATI ON ON T OSE F US HO 

BE LIEVE IN POSITIVE AND STRO ~ G 

I M~"P?EDITi 1#Mt=:. f1ADE I 

UNDER STAND AND COR RECT 

= 

RE MUST FI ND BETTER 1/AYS TO MAK E BROAD GOV ERNt~E TAL PROGRAMS 

ACTUALLY EET OR .ESPOND TO THE NEEDS OF ~~~2~R PE~L)f IN -
LARGE AND DIVERSE NATIO OF MA. Y ~ROUPSJ AND LOCALITI ES . .. 
~ IS PRECISELY AT THIS POI NT THAT THE RED TAPE AND BUREAUCRACY OF 

NATIONAL STANDARDS OR EVALUATI ON AND CL EARA CE . .., 

P OCEDURE~ IN THE OPERATION OF FFD ERAL ASSISTANCE 

-- 2£59 --
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l HAVE OFFERED LEGISLATION REQUIRING CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT 

TO UNDERTAKE A COMPLETE REVIEW OF ALL EXISTING GOVERNMENT RULES AND 

REGULATIONS, THOSE THAT STILL MEET THE PUBLIC INTEREST WOULD BE 

CONTINUED AND THOSE THAT DO NOT WILL BE ELIMINATED. 

ttlz!:!7::U IRES AN IN-DEPTH EVALUATION EACH YEAR OF -
TWENTY PERCENT OF THE DOLLAR VOLUME OF EXISTING FEDERAL PROGRAMS . 

·rv-==-r: - .,=-,ur ;==- --- -...= 

~US, ALL GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS WOULD RECEIVE A SPECIAL INTENSIVE 

EVALUATION AT LEAST ONCE EVERY FIVE YEARS 1 

~w~tlk ·......,.,._~~,. 
~~~t~V"', 
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"''N THE LATE 1960.:..; , WE WERE ELL ALO NG TOWA RD DEVISI NG BETTER 

COORDI NATIO N OF THE PROGRAMS OF VARIOUS FEDERAL AGENCIEJJ AND JOINT 

EFFOR TS BY FEDERAL( STATE A lD LOCAL GOVER riME TS IN DDRESS I NG AJOR 
_.a , ----

PROBLEMS ACROSS THE NATION, 

- ==· wn ·· .. w e 

GOAL WAS TO CUT DO~N ON THE NUMBER OF ADMIN! TRATIVE 
• - . 

DECISIONS THAT HAD TO MOVE THROUGH ~ASHI NGTON-BASED BUREAUCRACI ES 
....., 

AND TO ENCOURAGE GRE TER FLEXIBILITY AND IMAG INATION IN ADAPTING 
... 

NATIO NAL PROGRAMS TO LOCAL NEEDS . 

~AND WE WERE MAK I NG REAL HEADWAY. 

~HEN A NEW REPUBLICAN ADM INISTRATIO N CAME TO POWER, 

~ 1E ALL KNOW THAT GOVER NMENTAL PROGRAMS CAN BE NO MORE 

EFFECTIVE THAN TH E DEDICATION AND COMMI TMENT OF THOSE I N C ARGE, 

-
HAS UNDfRCllT AI MQSI EvERY 

• 

~ 7 ' Tic EFFORT LAU NCHED IN THE KENNEDY- OH NSON YEARS . 

' 



-
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~! HAT COULD HAVE BEEN AN ORDERLY AND CONSTRUCTIVE PROCESS OF 

PERFECTI~G THE BEGINNINGS OF THE LATE 1960 '): TUR NED INTO A BITTER 
0 -

STRUGGLE BETWEEN CoNGRESS AND THE . EPUBLICAN WHITE HoUSE JUST TO - ' 

KEEP THE PROGRAMS ALIVE . 
.... =::-::: ;-:!' 

~UDGETS WERE SLASHED1l.fuNDS WERE IMPOUNDED 1 ~REER CIVIL 

SERVANTS WERE HARASSED~INCOMPETENT POLITICAL APPOI NTEES WERE 

I~TALLE~ TO DISMA~LE CONGRESS IONA~~-PRO§RAM~ CRIES 

OF HE LP FROM STATE AND LOCAL OFFICIALS WERE IG NORED, 
-------- .,..rr=-~-,.-- ..... --·-- ~-=-==~ 

~ THESE TRAG IC AND UNHAPPY YEARS OF THE N!XON-FORD ADMI~S~ATION 

PROVIDE NO BAS IS WHATEVER ON WHICH TO JUDG E THE IMPACT OF A 

NATIONAL ADMINISTRATION STAFFED BY COMPETENT AND CARI NG PEOPLE AND 

SUPPORTED BY A PRESIDENT DETERMI NED TO USE TH E GOVERNMENT'S POWER 
• -
I BEHA LF OF ALL AMER ICANS, 
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~ I'VE NEVER BEEN ONE TO SPEND MUCH TIME BEMOANING MISTAKES OF 

THE PAST
1
l OUR JOB NO IS TO BEGIN D EV IS I NG A NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 

THAT ~QRK~ -- ONE TH T DELIVERS RESULTS AND KEEPS ITS WORD • - .. 

~ IT WOULD BE A VERY GRAVE ERROR TO ASSUME THAT AMERICANS HAVE 

PERMANENTLY WASHED THEIR HANDS OF A STRONG AND ACTIVE NATIONAL 

GOVERN~ENT~ WHAT THEY ARE SEEK! G IS A GOVERNMENT THAT DEMONSTRATES -
A NE~~:E~~~~ A NEW SENSE OF FAIRNESS A D A NEW CONCERN FOR 

# 

INDIVIDUALS, 
.... =-==-==-

PREDICT THAT THE PEOPLE' TRUST AND CONFIDENCE IN GOVERNMENT WILL 
,.........,.,.,.~....-.=-· ;re-v== ... 

AGAIN BECOME A DOMINANT FACT OF OUR POLITICAL LIFE. 

L!._ow CAN WE GET THAT KIND OF GOVERNMENT? 

FIRSTJ WE NEED LEADERSHIP TO RALLY THE CoNGRESS} THE EXECUTIVE 

BRANCH~ STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND THE PEOPLE. 
;:::z: 
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AND SECOND~ WE NEED IMAGINATION TO DEVISE NEW RELATIONSHIPS 

AMONG OUR GOVERNME NTAL INSTITUTIONS TO TAKE FULL ACCOU NT OF 

THE MERICAN PEOPLE'S COMMON SENSE~ INGE NU ITY AND BASIC SE NSE OF 

FAIRNESS, 
..... .-, -

• .. 

PRESIDENT MUST LEAD BY PERS IS NO OTHER WAY 

THAT OUR CONSTITUTIO NA L SYSTEM CAN BE MADE TO WORK, THE PRESIDENT 

MUST BE A PERSON WHO CAN WIN THE WILLI G COOP ERATION OF IND IVI UAL 

CITIZENS, 

~THERE IS AN ,lli&iai~Y URGE NT NEED TODAY FOR THE NEXT 

PR ESIDENT TO MOVE BEYOND THE CONFRONTATION AND STALEMATE THAT 
• - ---======-== = .. -

HAVE CHARACTERIZED RELATIONS BETWEEN CAPITOL HILL AND THE WH ITE 

HO USE FOR THE LAST EIGHT YEARS. 
~- -· -=--:::::::: - ... = --~ - = ; .. ;;;;::z;;;;_ ~ -
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~ THE NEXT PRESIDENT MUST BE WILLING TO TAKE CONGRESS SERIOUSLY, 

TO LISTEN TO TH E VIEWPOI NT OF TH E PEOPLE'S REPRESENTATIVES} AND 

TO ENLIST CoNGRESS AS AN ALLY IN A COMMO N EFFORT TO PROVIDE THE ---
PEOPLE WITH RESPONSIVE AND EFFECTIVE GOVERNMENT. 

~ THIS NEW RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE LEGISLATIVE AND EXECUTIVE 

BRANCHES IS ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL IF WE HOPE TO REBUILD THE TRUST 
~ 

AND CONFIDENCE OF AMER ICA NS . 

ALL LEVELS OF 

THEME OF TH E NE 

GOVERNMENT 
/"" 

~VISI NG IMA 

SOLUTIONS, 

MUST 

FLEX IBLE 

~ RECENT WEEKS J HAVE PROPOSED A NUMBER o• I NNOVATIONS THAT 

WILL MOVE OUR GOVERNMENTAL PROCESS ES TO ARD A NEW RESPONSIVENE s. 
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B Go~~Rs SHOULD BE DRAWN 1 ro_ CLOSER COC!,RDI_!I~Of! 

WITH ONE ANOTHER AND ~ ITH THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT THROUGH THE --
ES TABLIS HMENT OF REGIONAL EXECUTIVE CoUNCILS I 

~THESE REG IONAL CoUNCILS WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE FOR PLANNING 

AND ADMINI~~R!_~G 'F""t;p-~~AL _fR=Q§RaMS IN THE~R ARE~ ON THE BASIS 
,_. 7 

OF PLANS PREPARED BY THE GOVERNORS OF E_ACH REGIO, ORI<INc; 

COOPERATIVELY WITH REGIONAL REPRESENI~TIVES OF THE FEDERAL 
='O'O'rr= 4 S 

DEPART ENTS. 
~ ' ' 

WE MUST ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT THE FEDERAL SYSTEM 

IS NOT .JUST THE GOVERNMENT IN VJASHINGTON. IT IS A NATIONAL 

GOVERNMENT-

~E MO! ERN_PRES ID~CY, THEREFORE, SH U LD I NCLUDE THE 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A FEDERAL CoUNCIL) C NS ISTI NG OF THE 50 GOVER NORS 
e ==== ==== =:: 

AND THE PRESIDENT. 
s:-_ , ;;:::;:: ,% c, • r ' , ::> 
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~ 
TH~COUNCIL SHOULD MEET REGULARLY SO THAT THE PRESIDENT CA N 

OUTLINE TO THE GOVERNORS HIS PROPOSALS AND I N ITIATIVES~ AND RECEIVE 

FROM THE GOVERNORS THEI R ADVICE AND COUNSEL IN THE PREPARATION 

OF THE FEDERAL BUDGET/ THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE DEPARTMENTS/ AND --
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF FEDERAL LAWS«) 

• 

~ND PERHAPS MOST IMPORTANT, TH E NEXT PRESIDENT 

MUST PLACE HIGHEST PRIORITY ON STRUCTU RI NG HIS ADMINISTRATION IN 

A WAY THAT COMPLAI NTS AND OF I ND IVIDUAL CITIZENS ARE - ; 

TAKE N SERIOUSLY1 AND RESOLVED UICKLY. 

L::~ERVE TH~ ~LE", MUST BE THE MOTTO OF THE NEXT 

ADMINISTRATION, 

THE NEXT PRESIDENT SHOULD APPOINT IMMEDIATELY A 

-
NATIONAL CoMMISSION ON THE ORGAN IZATION AND EFFICIENCY OF THE 

-:: =-~ 
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~HE BROWN LOW COMMISSION APPOINTED BY PRESIDENT OOSEVELT AND 

THE HoOVER CoMMISSION APPOINTED BY PRESIDENT TRUMAN BOTH MADE 

HISTORIC CO NTRI BUTIONS I N BUILDING A MORE RESPONSIVE EXECUTIVE 

BRANCH.~lT IS NOW TIME FOR A NE~ - ~ 

~fiNALLY, MUCH OF THE PUBLIC'S RECENT DISAFFECTION WITH 

G VERNMENT CA N BE TRACED DIRECTLY TO THE SHAMEFUL PERFORMANCE OF 

OUR ECONOMY. 

-
~ THE ECONOMIC POLICIES OF THE LAST EIGHT YEARS HAVE BEEN 

CHAOTIC 1 VACILLATI NG FROM DIRECT CO NTROL 1 FREEZES ~ AND PHASES ______ ..... ~.. . ' 

TO THE PRESENT POLICY OF DOI NG NOTHI NG • 
..... ---==- ,. --~-.-.. 

~ THE MAJOR FACTOR IN OUR DISASTROUS ECONOMIC RECORD IS THE 

WHO LE OF AMER ICAN SOCIETY. 

= = ::::: -
• ::, ,:,- -rx:- --
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HAVE LURCHED FROM CRISIS TO CRISI l TRYI NG TO PATCH TOGETHER 

AN ECONOMIC POLICY THAT WILL GET US TH OUGH THE NEXT YEAR OR SO. 
-- e -

~THE FULL EMPLOYME NT AND BALANCED GROWTH AcT OF 1976 THAT 

I RECENTLY I NTRODUCED WITH REPRESENTATIVE AUGUSTUS HAWKINS OF 

CALIFORNIA REPRES ENTS A FIRST STEP IN DEVISING AN OPEN PROCESS 

TO DEV==~~~NNUAL AND LONGER- ANGE ECONOMIC GOAL:; AS WE LL AS 

~ THESE ARE JUST SOME OF THE APP OACHES THAT WOULD BEG IN TO 

EQUIP OUR NATIONAL GOVERNMENT WI TH THE TOOLS IT NEEDS TO SOLVE 

PRESENT-DAY PROBLEMS. 
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~ ND OUR CITIZE NS WILL RESPOND TO THIS GOVERNMENT BECAUSE 

IT WILL CLEARLY DEMONSTRATE THAT IT LISTENS TO THEM AND ACTS 

WISELY AND DECISIVELY ON THEIR BEHALF. ---
L.. MOST CRITICS OF GOVER MENT HAVE OVE.~~=- THE CONTI NUI!,G 

FAITH THAT AMERICANS PLAC E IN OUR CONS TITUTIO NAL SYSTEM. 
~ 

ESPITE THE FAILURES AND DISAPPOI NTMENTS OF RECENT YEARSJ THERE 
•• 

HAS BEEN NO POPULAR OUTCRY FOR WH OLESALE CON STITUTIO NAL REFORM .. 

OR FOR JUNKING OUR DEMOCRATIC SYA15M• 
-vrr z;;'T? - ~c :rarr......-;:wr=~GX;;::;;;:::r= 

~THE UNDER PI NN I NGS OF MER ICAN DEMOCRACY ARE SOU ND 

PEOPLE HAVE NQI AB NDONED HOPE~ND THEY UNDERSTAND CLEARLY 

THAT OUR SOCIETY COULD NEVER SURVIVE W ITH9J!I...-Att,. .A&Jl.Y~ND -
STRONG CENTRAL GOVERNME NT. ===;:::z::s:= x ·c ·· • 
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~HAT THE PEOPLE AR£ DEMANDING TODA~ AND WHAT IT IS THE DUTY 

OF ELECTED LEADERS TO PROVID;t IS A GOVERNMENT THATrWOR~ ONE THAT 

I CO~}' ONE THAT IS ~Rj AND ONE THAT CARES ABOUT THE PROBLEMS 

OF INDIVIDUAL CITIZENS. 

~THIS ILL REQUIRE IMAGINATION AND PERSEVERANCE,~UT, ABOVE 

ALL~ IT WILL REQUIRE THE -EADEftSH{P OF A PRESIDENT WHO BELIEVES . . 

THAT GOVERNME NT CAN AGAI N BE A VITAL FORCE FOR JUSTICE AND OPPORTUNITY 
.....--

IN MERICA -- A TRUE STEWARD AND GUARDIAN OF THE PUBLIC INTEREST • 
.......-

~~ ORKING WITH CONGRESS AD WITH OUR STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNME NTS~ 

SUCH A PRESIDENT -- IF HE REALLY CARES -- CAN GRADUALLY TURN OUR 

- IIC"Kl' _ nxr .... nm=..,....,., • 

NATIONAL GOVERNMENT AROUN~ ! WAY FROM P~Y EF~TS AT POLITICAL 

~PIRE=~~I~D!N~~ AND TOWARD GOVERNME NT'S ONLY LEGITIMATE FUNCTION: 

SERVING THE PEOPLE WHO PAY THE BILLS. 

?1+'1 ..... ~ .... ~ ..... 
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GOVERNOR ADLAI STEVENSON 0 CE SPOKE ABOUT THE REQUIREMENTS OF 

SELF-GOVERNMENT, HIS WORDS PROVIDE A COMPELLI NG ANSWER TO THOSE WHO 

ATTACK GOVERNMENT TODAY~ AS WE LL AS A STIRRING REM I NDER TO THOSE OF 

US WHO SE FAITH IN GOVER NMENT STILL LIVES, ADLAI STEVENSON SAID: 

"DEMOCRACY IS NOT SELF-EXECUTI NG { 1E HAVE TO MAKE IT WORK, 
;;wr:r&xm ~ 

AND TO MAKE IT WO RK WE HAVE TO UNDERS TA ND IT.L_SOBER THOUGHT 
,_ 

AND FEARLESS CRITICISM ARE IMPOS SIBLE \ ITHOUT CRITICAL THI NKERS 

AND THI NK I NG CRITICS, 

NEED FOR LIBERTY j NOT ONLY EXTERNAL VIGILANCEJ BUT UNEND ING 
~ 

SELF-EXAMINATION MUST BE THE PERENNIAL PRICE OF LI BERTY BECAUSE 

# # # # 
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