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More than anything else, the courage of Harry Truman has meaning 

for America today. 

Now, as then, we confront difficult issues and fateful choices. 

Lacking courage, no matter what other virtues we possess, we are 

likely to falter under the pressure of future events. 

Most of Harry Truman's historic achievements were grounded in 

courage, and from it carne both the affection and the respect in which 

he was so widely held. 

Basically, Harry Truman demonstrated three kinds of courage: 

The courage of the activist; the courage of the decision-maker; and 

the courage of the common man. 

The courage of the activist: Harry Truman had it. There were 

Other-vQices in hfS aay, JUSt as there are in ours -- Voices of 

pessimism and retreat. But Harry Truman was always an optimist and 

an activist -- confident in the basic goodness and strength of 

America. 

In 1948 the polls told him that he would lose. Disaffection in 

the country and within his own political party made his prospects 

uncertain. There was really no further prize for him to win save 

that of his own inner consciousness that he had not turned away from 

his duty. Out of his courage in devotion to duty, Harry Truman 

actively carried on and achieved victory. 

Time and again Truman was tested: and time and again his keen 

sense of who he was and what the country needed led him to act, not 

react; to seize the present opportunity, and not to wait until it had 

passed. 

By nature, Truman was impatient with high flown rhetoric. He 

hated evasions and ambiguous phrases that could mean anything to 

anybody. He scorned code words. His purposes were clear and his 

words direct. He said what he meant and meant what he said. Truman 

believed that in the beginning was the deed. Being an activist, he 

did his best to translate principles into practice. 

This had nothing to do with what the public relations people 

call "image building" through "media opportunities" -- although he did 

build an image, and, what is more, a credible one. Instead, it had to 

do with policy-- the active pursuit of difficult policies, often 

bitterly opposed. 

It was Harry Truman the activist who in 1945 proposed a Full 

Employment Act, an act that for the first time in American history 

would declare it the responsibility of government to see to it that 

every American willing .and able to work would have a job. 

It was Harry Truman the activist who brought out into the open an 

unhappy truth that had secretly shamed us for generations -- that 

although our Declaration of Independence had said that all men are 

created equal, and that although we had freed the slaves in the Civil 

War, we still treated black Americans as second-class citizens. It was 

Harry Truman who proposed a program of reforms to right that wrong. 
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It was Harry Truman the activist who had the foresight to "lay 
before the Congress a program of expanded medical care so that the 
poor as well as the rich could afford health services. 

.. 
·. -···. 

In all these fields we still have far to go before .Harry Truman'i 
vision will be realized -- jobs for all, equal justice for all, and 
high quality medical care for all. It is an unfinished agenda. But 
these goals will be reached by actively pursuing them, not by passively 
retreating from them. The courage of activism remains as essential 
today as it was in Truman's time. 

The courage of the decision-maker: Even those who :disagreed with 
his pOircies aamired-nls courage. Truman stood up well. He was bold, 
resolute, and committed. His was the desk where the buck stopped. 

He fought the good fight. He became so identified with his 
chosen issues that he constantly took political risks that few 
Presidents have been willing to take. 

He never hesitated to stand up and be counted. 

The record of the Truman years was truly a Truman record, no matter 
what else, because the man from Independence had the courage to decide. 

His vision of the future was not one of haphazard occurrenc~s. 
but of determined constructive attempts to reach human goals. Harry 
Truman had convictions, and, even more important, the courage to 
convert those convictions into decisions. Moreover, once his decisions 
were made, he stuck by them. 

"If you can't stand the heat," he said, "stay out of the kitchen." 
And his kitchen was Washington, D.C. As far as he was concerned, that's 
where the big action was, that's where the big decisions had to be 
taken, and that's where the people needed to be represented -- inside 
the White House itself. 

The courage of the decision-maker. That courage was tested 
repeatedly in the big affirmative decisions of the Truman Administration: 

in the statecraft that went into the construction of the United 
Nations, committing a once-isolationist America to an active, 
international role; 

in dedicating American policy to the principle of collective 
security against aggression, whether in the founding of NATO 
in Europe or in responding to the North Korean attack in Asia: 

in sponsoring innovative policies like the Marshall Plan to 
rescue and rebuild the war-ravaged economies of Europe, and 
like Point 4, the pioneering effort at technical assistance for 
the developing world; 

in his dramatic decision to recognize the infant state of Israel 
within eleven minutes of its birth. 

Harry Truman had the courage of the decision-maker, not only when 
it came to affirmative decisions of his own making, but in holding firm, 
at great personal political cost, when important principles were under 
fire: 

in asserting civilian control of the military when General 
MacArthur tried to pursue his own strategy over the head of 
his Commander-in-Chief; 

in supporting to the hilt his beleaguered Secretary of State 
when he came under savage assault by the demagogic Senator 
Joe McCarthy. 

The courage of the decision-maker combined with the courage of the 
activist, produced the Truman record in office. 
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Finally, Harry Truman brought with him to the White House, and 
never lost while he was in the White House, the courage of the common 
man. -

More than any President since Lincoln, Harry Truman really 
loved people. He never lost his common sense or his common touch. He 
deliberately stood for the human side of the economic and social 
issues of his day. Because of his lifelong faith in the American People, 
he gave people hope, confidence, and self-respect. He made democracy 
a living reality. 

It is not always easy to be -- or to remain a common man in 
the White House. But the Truman Presidency was the least "Imperial 
Presidency" of the last half century. 

Each of us has his own favorite memories to prove that point. 
I especially remember the day that he took my mother and father through 
the White House. 

In the same year that Harry Truman surprised many people by 
being elected President, I was first elected the junior Senator from 
Minnesota, which was also a surprise to many people. After Muriel 
and I settled down to our new life in Washington, my parents came to 
visit us. 

I built up my courage -- after all, I was only a freshman Senator 
and I called President Truman's appointments secretary and asked if 

I could bring my parents over to the White House. 

Once we were inside the President's office; my mother told 
Mr. Truman that she was scared to death to be there. He gave her 
a hug and said: "Oh, we're just folks here." The senior Humphreys 
quickly found themselves being escorted on a personal tour of the 
White House by the President himself. 

My father was a sincere, direct, patriotic, humane Midwesterner, 
and so was the man from Missouri. 

It took courage for that common man from the "Show Me" state, 
to do so many uncommon things. And he was helped in so doing, at 
each point along the way, by the steadfastness and devotion of his 
wonderful wife, Bess, and his charming daughter, Margaret. Harry 
Truman loved his family and that love and devotion gave strength to 
all Americans. 

Just as the American people came to love Harry Truman, Harry Truman 
loved this country. Through the eloquence of action he made us feel 
better about ourselves. Perhaps after all this is true patriotism. 
It was most certainly true leadership. And it reflected true courage. 

The courage of the activist, the courage of 
and the courage of the common man: Harry Truman 
abundance at the right time, in the right place. 
remedy for our nation's ills than for the prompt 
virtues today. 

the decision-maker, 
had them all in 

There is no better 
rediscovery of those 

President Harry S. Truman spoke to the best that was in us, 
and gave us the best that was in him. History will always do him 
honor. But more important, those of us who knew him, and loved and 
admired him, bear a direct responsibility to build upon his legacy -
a rich legacy of giving hope and opportunity to all the people, 
of standing firm for what we know is right, and of accepting the risk 
of progressive leadership in building a better world for generations 
to come. 

# # # # # 
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~ MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE, THE COURAGE OF HARRY TRUMAN HAS MEANJ~ 

FOR AMERICA TODAY. 

HP ewueao!JI ''II ffC'"i I' spes HID FJI:TiiF!Ik R!IQ 1 ::s, 

~lACKING :oURA~, NO MATTER WHAT OTHER VIRTUES WE POSSESS/ WE ARE 

LIKELY TO FALTER UNDER THE PRESSURE OF FUTURE EVENTS, ----

• int'J u KINDS OF COURAGE: -
THE COURAGE OF COURAGE OF THE DECISION-MAKER; AND 

THE COURAGE OF THE COMMON MAN, 
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M .C.OURAGE Q.E ItlE. ACTIVIST: HARRY TRU~1AN HAD IT. THERE WERE 

OTHER VOICES IN HIS DAY~ JUST AS THERE ARE IN OURS -- VOICES OF 

PESSIMISM AND RETREAT. Bur HARRY TRUMAN WAS ALWAYS AN OPTIMIST AND 

AN ACTIVIST -- CONFIDENT IN THE BASIC GOODNESS AND STRENGTH OF~ 
- 4 

~c~~~ 
~ IN 1948 THE POLLS TOLD HIM THAT HE WOULD LOSE~ DISAFFECTION IN 

THE COUNTRY AND WITHIN HIS OWN POLITICAL PARTY MADE HIS PROSPECTS 

UNCERTAIN. PIUJ/v•t>~t:ttv'~~i!li .f1Sl) wur:@ '&U' S4 'l.E 

r~~ INbl!t::JDDia~eN~ Tl"ff<'fzt'E uo~rwr 6nmsc! ~1'1°¥ FEWM 

~BOll', /our OF HIS COURAGE"ri-DEVOTION TO DUTY, HARRY TRUMAN 

~¥~AND ACHIEVED VICTORY, 

;( TIME AND AGAIN TRUMAN WAS TESTED; AND TIME AND AGAIN HIS KEEN 

SENSE OF WH~HE_WA~ AN~WHAT THE COUNTRY NEEDED LED HIM TO ~Tl NOT 
--- ~~ ... 

REACT; TO SEIZE THE PRESENT OPPORTUNITY~ AND NOT TO WAIT UNTIL IT HAD 
( 4 

PASSED. -
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IMPATIENT WITH HIGH 

•II;? 0621£ !:'iP~IS PURPOSES WERE CLEAR AND HIS 

WORDS DIRECT~ HE SAID WHAT HE MEANT AND MEANT WHAT HE SAID, ~ 

BELIEVED THAT IN THE BEGI NNI NG WAS THE l)g)l.[inr..#$./ HE 

DID HIS BEST TO TRANSLATE PRINCIPLES INTO PRACTICE, 

DID BUILD AN IMAGEJ A INSTEADJ I 
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IT WAS HARRY TRUMAN ~~.~N 1945 PROPOSED A FULL 

EM PLOYME NT AcT.,. AN ACT THAT fW! "T RIRQif TlflE 114 Alli!I\ICJtlt IIISTOR¥-
"' 

~ IT TH E RESPONSIBILITY OF GOVERNMENT TO SEE TO IT THAT 

EVERY AMERICAN WILLING AND ABLE TO WORK WOULD HAVE A JOB. 

L IT WAS HARRY TRUMAN itS£ II I iZ'UU WHO BROUGHT OUT I NTO THE OPEN AN 

UNHAPPY TRUTH THAT HAD SECRETLY SHAMED US FOR GE NERATIONS -- THAT 

ALTHOUGH OUR DECLARATIO N OF I NDEPENDENCE~ SAID THAT ALL ME N ARE 

CREATED EQUAL, Aft~ TIIM !Ws'ifi1Qije11 HI! IIA" PIW!I!" Till!! SEPtJES 114 IRE etviL 

W'1}JJJ_ TRUMAN WHO ~~=~~~~~~~:11-::~===~G 1 

[ 1-r ~As HARRY TRUMAN T~~.-.;R::s.:&:. 

BEFORE THE CONGRESS A PROGRAM OF 



~N ALL THESE FIELDS 
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WE STILL HAVE FAR TO GO BEFORE HARRY TRUMAN'S 

VISION WILL BE REALIZED -- JOBS FOR ALLt EQUAL JUSTICE FOR ALr~ AND 
• 

IQ' MEDICAL CARE FOR ALL'- IT IS AN UNFINISHED AGENDA" .. ........ - ----· --

LTHESE GOALS WIL~ BE REACHED BY ACTIVELY PURSUING THE~ NOT BY 

~ --- ---
PASSIVELY RETREATING FROM THEM.- Tllll! CO~~Rf"B\i.t'S---, 

~~~ ItiE ~JE QE ItlE BfCISION-~R: EVEN THOSE WHO DISAGREED WITH 

HIS POLICIES ADMIRED HIS COURAGE~RUMAN STOOD UP WELL,~ WAS BOLD, 

RESOL!!!E, AND COMMITTED b:::. WAS THE D~ WHERE THE B!;!£K STO!PED, --- -
J...,HE FOUGHT THE GOOD FIGHT.LJ;E BECAME ~IDENTIFIED WITH HIS 

CHOSEN ISSUfS THAT HE CONSTANTLY TOOK POLITICAL RISKS THAT FEW -
PRESIDENTS HAVE BEEN WILLING TO TAKE, 
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1. HIS V~ OF THE FUTURE WAS NOT ONE OF H_A_P_HA_z_A_R_D_o_c_c_u_R_R_EN_c_E~SJ 

T_o_R_E_A_c_H_H_u_M_A_N_G_o_A-LS ~RY 
TRUMAN HAD CONVICTIONSJ ANDJ EVE N MORE IMPORTANTJ THE COURAGE TO 

CONVERT THOSE CONVICTIONS INTO DECISIONS •• ~ ONCE HIS 

DECISIONS WERE MADEJ HE STUCK BY THEM. I 
.__ - a _ • t 
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L:.IF YOU CAN'T STAND THE HEAT, " HE SAID, 11 STAY OUT OF THE 

Q..woot1',_. "~ I 
KITCHEN, " AND Wi8' KITCHEN WAS ASHINGTON, D ,C,~s FAR AS HE WAS 

CONCERNEDJ THAT'S WHERE THE BIG ACTION WAS1 THAT'S WHERE THE BIG 

DECISIONS HAD TO BE TAKENJ AND THAT'S WHERE THE PEOPLE NEEDED TO BE ____________ , 
REPRESENTED -- INSIDE THE WHITE HOUSE ITSELF-

~THE COURAGE OF THE DECISION-MAKER• ~AT COURAGE WAS TESTED 

REPEATEDLY IN THE 1-jefliiid .. E DECISIONS OF THE TRUMAN 

UNITED NATIONS1 COMMITTING A ONCE-ISOLATIONIST AMERICA TO AN ACTIVEJ 

INTERNATIONAL ROLEi 

--:n,DEDICATING AMERICAN POLICY TO THE PRINCIPLE OF COLLECTIVE 

SECURITY AGAINST AGGRESSION~ WHETHER IN THE FOUNDING OF NATO 

----------------~~ 
IN EUROPE OR IN RESPONDING TO THE NoRTH KOREAN ATTACK IN AsiA: 

-
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-- ...... £?? h!llilli 111'11:: tTl I I PILl 0111 EI itl: THE ~1ARSHALL PLAN TO 

s 
RECUE AND REBUILD THE WAR-RAVAGED ECONOMIES OF EUROPE 

4\ .. 
~ ... a... ~·w 

~POI NT 4A~ PIONEERING EFFORT AT TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR 
A 

THE DEVELOPING WORLDi 

-- ~HIS DRAMATIC DECISION TO RECOGNIZE THE INFANT STATE OF -- .. 
ISRAEL WITHIN ELEVEN MINUTES OF ITS BIRTH, .. ~ ~ 
~~~·Itt~ 1c,IJM.fJ I 
~ HARRY TRUMAN HAD THE COURAGE OF THE DECISION-MAKER, NOT ONLY WHEN 

, 
IT CAME TO AFFIRMATIVE DECISIONS OF HIS OWN MAKING1 BUT IN HOLDING FIRJ 

~ 
AT GREAT PERSONAL POLITICAL ~OST1 WHEN IMPORTA~PRINCI~ES WERE UNDER 

--~ASSERTI NG CIVILIAN CONTROL OF THE MILITARY WHEN GENERAL -
MACARTHUR TRIED TO PURSUE HIS OWN STRATEGY OVER THE HEAD OF 

HIS COMMANDER-IN-CHIEFi 
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• -- J-~PPORTING TO THE HILT HIS BELEAGURED SECRETARY OF STATE ..,..._ 

WHEN HE CAME UNDER SAVAGE ASSAULT BY THE DEMAGOGIC SENATOR 

JoE McCARTHY 1 
g ~-

I· ~ ~THE COURAGE OF THE DECISION-MAKER C0t1BINED WITH THE COURAGE OF ~ 

• 

ARRY TRUMAN BROUGHT WITH HIM TO THE WH ITE HousE; AND 

NEVER LOST WHILE HE WAS IN THE 4HITE HousE~ ~COURAGE Q£ ~COMMON 

~ MoRE THAN ANY PRESIDENT SI NCE LI NCO~ HARRY TRUMAN REALLY 

LOVED PEOPLE~HE NEVER LOST HIS COMMON SE NSE OR HIS COMMON TOUCH .~ 

~~DELI BERATELY STOOD FOR THE HUMAN SIDE OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 

ISSUES OF HIS DAY.~ECAUSE OF HIS LIFELONG FAITH IN THE AMERICAN 

PEOPLE)' HE GAVE PEOPLE HOPE} CO~ENCE, AND SELF-RESPECT,~ MADE 

DEMOCRACY A LIVI NG REALITY. 

-



PO~ 

T HE TOOK MYJ MOTHER AND FA HER ~ 

IN THE SAME YEAR THAT HARRY TRUMAN SURPRISED MANY PEOPLE BY 

BEING ELECTED PRESIDEN:J I WAS FIRST ELECTED THE JUNIOR SENATOR 

FROM MINNESOTA, WHICH WAS ALSO A SURPRISE TO MANY PEOPLE,~FTER 

MURIEL AND I SETTLED DOWN TO OUR NEW LIFE IN ASHiNGTONI MY PARENTS 

-
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I BUILT UP MY COURAGE -- AFTER ALL 1 I WAS ONLY A FRESHMAN 

SENATOR -- AND~ CALLED PRESIDENT TRUMAN'S APPOINTMENTS SECRETARY 

AND ASKED IF I COUWD BRING MY PARENTS OVER TO THE WHITE HOUSE. 

'~ ONCE WE WERE INSIDE THE PRESIDENT's OFFIC~ MY MOTHER TOLD 

MR, TRUMAN THAT SHE WAS SCARED TO DEATH TO BE THERE.~HE ~ 
~~-1!!/;.rl ~- h 
~ H!JfnANP SH.P.: OHI WE 1 RE JUST FOLKS HERE•"l "'!:PtE ~E1416~ HtJt1PIIR£YS 

QUI~E,!_rte b<-~J)il'" '1'0~~ &F fHE 

WtJIJE HousE IlY TW~ P~·~ll~NT II!MS~ta 

~0 SO WAS l=IIE P4APf F~6M ll4I ~SOUR t=:-
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IT TOOK COURAGE FOR THAT COMMO MANLFROM THE 11SHOW ME" STATE., ====== - • 

TO DO SO MANY U~COMMON THING~ AND HE WAS HELPED IN SO DOING., AT 

EACH POINT ALONG THE WAY., BY THE STEADFASTNESS AND DEVOTION OF HIS 

WONDERFUL WIFE., ~S., AND HIS CHARMING DAUGHTER~ MARGARET.~ARRY 

TRUMAN LOVED HIS FAMILY AND THAT LOVE AND DEVOTION GAVE STRENGTH TO 
~~ ~ - --~.. - -

ALL AMERICANS, 

) ~ ,.,_,..H 
-, JUST AS THE AMERICAN PEOPLE CAME TO LOVE HARRY TRUMAN., HARRY TRUMJ 

LOVED THIS COUNTRY, lHROUGH THE ELOQUENCE OF ACTION HE MADE US FEEL 

BETTER ABOUT OURSELVE~ PERHAPS AFTER ALLJ THIS IS TRUE PATRIOTISM, 

IT WAS MOST CERTAINLY TRUE LEADERSHIP, AND IT REFLECTED TRUE COURAGE, 

• 
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!__THE COURAGE OF THE~) THE COURAGE OF THE DECISION-MAKER, 

AND THE COURAGE OF THE COMMON MA~f HARRY TRUMAN HAD THEM ALL IN 
I -.L 

A~ND::CE AT THE RIGHT TIM~ IN THE RIGHT PLACEI~HERE IS NO BETTER 
r 

REMEDY FOR OUR NATION'S ILLS THAN FOR THE PROMPT REDISCOVERY OF THOSE 

VIRTUES TODAY. 

~PRESIDENT HARRY$, TRUMAN SPOKE TO THE BEST THAT WAS IN us1 

AND GAVE US THE BEST THAT WAS IN HIM~ISTORY WILL ALWAYS DO HIM 

HONOR, huT MORE IMPORTANT, THOSE OF US \~HO KNEW HI,. AND ~D AND 

ADMIRED HIM 1 BEAR A DIRECT RESPONSIBILITY TO BUILD UPON HIS LEGACY --

A RICH LEGACY OF GIVING HOPE AND OPPORTUNITY TO. ALL THE PEOPL~ 

OF STANDING FIRM FOR !HAT WE KNOW IS RIGH1t AND OF ACCEPTING THE RISK 

OF PROGRESSIVE LEADERSHIP IN BUILDING A BETTER WORLD FOR GENERATIONS 

TO COME. 
z_. 

# # # # 
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