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I'M PLEASED TO BE HERE TO TAKE PART IN THIS FI NE BICE NTE NN IAL 

CELEBRATION. As I TRAVEL ACROSS OUR COUNTRY~ I FI ND AN INCREASI NG 

AWARENESS OF OUR AMER ICAN HERITAGE BEING FOSTE RED TH ROUGH EVENTS SUCH 

AS THIS 1 AND I ANT TO OFFER MY CO NGRATULATIO NS AND COMME NDATION TO 

ALL THOS E PARTICIPATING I THIS COMMU NITY CELEBRATION. 

~ 
I BE LIEVE THAT HISTORIAN WILL ONE DAY MARK THIS YEAR AS A TI ME 

WHEN AMER ICANS REDISCOVERED THE IR TRUE VALU ES AND STRENGTHS~ AND 

---
7Z ... 

RECAPTURED THE SENSE OF PURPOSE WHICH HAS SUSTAINED OUR COU NTRY FOR 
- -· ~--~~-rnax=rm "\ .... 

TWO HUNDRED YEARS. 
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As A PEOPLE1 THIS IS A TIME TO PAUSE AND REFLECT ON OUR HISTORY 

AND THE KIND OF POLITICAL GOALS SET BY OUR FOUNDERS~E HAVE WITNESS~ 
~ 

IN RECENT YEARS~ A STEADY ATTACK ON OUR PRINCIPLES OF CON TITUTIO NALISI 

AND CIVIL LI BERTIES,~ E HAVE LIVED THROUGH A NIGHTMARE OF CONFUSION 

AND DASHED HOPES1 COMPOU NDED BY THE DARK SPECTER OF SIMULTANEOUS 
...... -

RECESSION AND INFLATION, 

FoR MANY1 AMER ICA SEEMED TO HAVE LOST HER SENSE OF JUSTICE AND 

\ 

DECENCY L T 0 SOME 0 F 0 UR PEOPLE' GOVERNMENT ITS ELF' RATHER THAN BE I NG 

A SYMBOL OF LEADERSHIP 1 HAS BECOME REGARDED AS AN ALIEN POWER , 
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AM-IJI Bur E KNo THAT THROUGHOUT THE HismoRY oF MERICA., TIME AND M 

WHEN THE BASIC RIGHTS OF OUR CITIZE NS HAVE BEEN UNDER ATTACK -- WHEN 

OUR . ATIO HAS SEEMED TO LOS E ITS SENS[OF DIRECTION AND PURPOSE --

~ 
THE PEOPLE HAVE TUR NED T TH E VOr&IN~ ltlG DOCUMENT OF THIS COUNTRY FOR 

NEW STRENGTH: 
11 ~E HOLD THESE TRUTHS T BE SELF-EVIDENTi THAT ALL EN 

ARE CREATED EQUAL., THAT TH EY ARE ENDO ED BY TH EIR CREATOR WITH 

AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPI NESS -- THAT TO SECURE THESE ~GHT~ 

GOVER NMENTS ARE I NS TITUTED AMONG f1 EN., DERIVING THE I R JUST 

Po ERS FROM THE CONSENT OF THE GoVERNED ,,, " 
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THESE AR E THE CRUCIAL WO RDS TH ROUGH WH ICH TH E FI RS T MERICANS 

DECLARED THEIR INDEPENDENCEJ AND UPON WH ICH THE POLITICAL LI BERTY OF 

EACH SUCCEEDING GENERATI ON HAS RESTED,!!: IS A DECLARATION -- SO 

, 
SIMPLE, YET SO MAJESTIC-- OF POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY,~T ASSERTS 

THAT GOVER NMENTS ARE INSTITUTED AMONG MEN ONLY BY AND WITH THEIR 

CONSENT, 

~UT THE RIGHTS OF LIFE, LI BERTY AND THE PURSU IT OF HAPPINESS 

ARE NOT SIMPLY GIVE N TO US -- WE MUST ALL CO NS TANTLY WORK TO PROTECT 

AND PRESERVE THEM, 
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~--·-···~ 

-------...._ 

RE UIREME TS i= GO VERN R AD LAI STEVENSON ONCE 

SELF-GOVERNMENT, ARE A STIRR G REMINDER TO US OF OUR 

RESPONSIBILITIES ADLAI~EVENSON SAID: 

\ 

\ 

' I 
I 

I 

I 
I 

/ 

SELF;EXECUTING, 
/ 

I 
I 

HE HAVE TO MAKE 
I 
f 
I 

I 

IT ~WRK., AND TO IT WORK WE HAVE TO UNDERSTAND IT~ 
I 

SOBER ESS CRITICISM ARE IMPOSS IBLE 

WITHOUT CRITICAL THI NKERS AND THI NK I NG CRITICS. 

\ 
n EMOCRACY 1 S NEED FOR WISDOM ILL REMAIN AS PERENNIAL 

\ 

AS ITS NEED FOR LI BERTY i N T ONL~ EXTERNAL VIGILANCE., BUT 
\ 

~ENDI NG SELF-EXAMINATION MUST BE THE\~ERENNIAL PRICE OF 

LIBERTY BECAUSE THE WORK OF SELF-GOVERNM 

\ 
\ 

CEASES, u 



~ ULTIMATE DECISION ON ANY MATTER OF PUBLIC POLICY ALWAYS 

RESTS wITH THE PEOPLE L ~E HAVE NO s I NG LE SOVERE I G~ N ONE SOURCE 

OF POWER) NO FI NAL SINGLE ARBITER,, 

~EVERY AMER ICAN MUST BE ILL! TO EXERT SOME KIND OF LEADERSHIP, 

A MEASURE OF POLl Tl CAL RES PONS I BI Ll TV 1-!:ND AL TH UGH WE SOMETIMES 

FORGET) IT IS THAT SAME SEN E OF IND IVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY A D 

CITIZENSHIP THAT ALLO S US TO CELEBRATE THIS NATIO N's BICENTENNIAL, 

~E 56 MEN WHO SIGNED THE DECLARATI N OF INDEPENDENCE ON THAT 

HOT 1 HUMID JULY DAY IN PHILADELPHIA WERE EFFECTIVELY PUTTING THE IR , 

NAMES TO THE IR 0 N DEATH WARRAN TS, 

\ 
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~DUR I NG TH E AR OF INDEPE DENCE, NINE OF THOSE MEN DIED OF WOUNDS 

O:.HARDSHI_!S( FI~WE RE CAPTURED AS TRA ITORS ~) TWE LVE HAD THE IR HOMES 

RANSACK ED OR BURNED~ AND THE SONS OF MA NY OTHERS ERE KILLED 1 

WO UNDED OR CAPTURED, 

~THE JOB THEY DID WAS t O~TH TH E PRICE THEY PAID .. FOR 

THEY HAD SET IN MOTION THE M ST POWER FUL FO RCE FOR HUMAN FR EEDOM 
p .. 

SINCE THE DAWN OF TIME~EY HAD :IGHT•ED F R THE WOR LD A BEA£QN 

OF HOPE TH AT STILL SHINES TODAY, 

~ I CONTI NUE TO BE IMPR ESSED OVER HO RELATIVELY YOUNG THESE 

ME WERE ,~ INETEEN OF TH E 56 SIG NERS OF THE ECLARATION OF 

INDE PE DENCE WERE IN THE IR 40' ~SIXTEEN WERE I THE IR 30's, 

Two WE RE ONLY 27. 
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~N 1776, THOMAS JEFFERSON WAS 33, JA~ES M~~~~-WAS 2~ 

ALEXANDER HAM ILTON WAS 21. 
-a :r z rvr: -

~ORGE WASHI NGTON HELD THE POSITION OF PUBLIC SURVEYOR OF 

FAIRFAX CoUNTY, VIRGINIA, AT THE AGE 17~HEN HE WAS ONLY 20, HE 
~ 

WAS SOLE MANAGER OF A 4~000 ACRE TOBACCO PLANTATIO N ~ WH ILE 

SIMULTANEOUSLY HOLDING A COMMISSIO N AS A MAJOR OF ADJUTANT OF 

ONE OF THE FOUR MILITARY DISTRICTS OF VIRGINIA. 
PJMiZTCY 

--
~T 21, HE WAS ENTRUSTED WITH A CRITICAL DIPLOMATIC MILITARY 

EXPEDITION TO THE FRENCH POSITIONS IN THE OH IO VALLE~ THE REPORT 

WH ICH HE WROTE WAS PUBLISHED IN VIRGI NIA AND ENGLAND AND HELPED 

ALERT THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT TO THE ENCROAC HMENT OF THE FRENCH INTO 

- --------------------------~- ~ -.... 

THE WE STERN AREAS OF THE COLONIES, 
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~2i WASHINGTON WAS A LIEUTENANT CoLONEL, AND A YEAR LATER 

HE WAS MADE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF ALL VIRGI NIA MILITIA, 

L •IHEN LEXANDE R HAM 1 L T~N \'/A~ 20, HE wAs AN 1 MPA:s 1 ONED AND 

EFFECTIVE PAMPHLETEER IN DEFENSE OF COLONIAL POLICIES,~ YEAR 

LATER HE WAS A LIEUTE NANT COLONEL ON GEORGE ~ASH INGTON 's PERSO NA L 

STAFF, 
-t4~ 

~Two HUNDRED YEARS AG~WE THE PEOP~ CAME TOGETH ER TO FORM A 

MORE PERFECT UN ION ,~E TOOK A RISK THAT NEVER HAD BEEN TAKEN BEFOR E 

IN THE HISTORY OF MANKIND, 

~ !T WAS NOT THE RISK OF R EBELLIO~ FOR MANY REBE L~IO S HAD BEEN 

TRI ED AND FAILED.~ATHER J IT WAS THE RISK OF A GRA ND EXP ER IM ENT 
paz -' 

IN DEMOCRACY -- OF FOR l NG A GOVE RNMENT UNDER WH ICH ALL THE PEOPLE 

WERE SOVEREIG N AS WE LL AS SUBJECT) RUL ERS AS WELL AS RULED, 
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~THE RISK WAS THAT OF UNION> A UNION OF PERSO NS WHO -- WHATEVER 

THEIR STATION IN LIFE1 THEIR LEVEL OF INCO ME1 THE IR EDUCATION 1 OR 

THEIR BACKGROUND -- WE RE TO BE REGARDED AS EQUAL IN CREATION AND IN 

THEIR PROTECTION UNDER THE LAWS, 

~AND AS MINNESOTAN;/ WE SHOU LD TA KE PARTICULAR PRIDE IN THAT 

w:LLI NGNESS TO R~~ TO DARE AND TO PIONEER THAT ENABLED THIS 

COU NTRY TO GROW AND TO PROSPER , 

) WE CAN CELEBRATE TODAY/ IN PART/ ONLY BECAUSE OF TH E 
~ ~ __ ,. 

ENTREPRENEURING SPIRIT WH ICH BROUGHT THE FRE NCH TRADERS RAD ISSON) 

~~ i'\l:~lLiJ~JJ(,~,~ 
GROSEILLI ERS AND Du LHUT TO THESE LANDS , THEY WERE AMONG THE FI RS T 

-

TO TRAVERS E THIS TERRITORY IN THE 1600 's, CE NTURY LATER1 THE IR 

WORK WAS EXPANDED UPO N BY TH E ORTH WE ST COMPANY, 

--------------------~--~~ ~ - ... ~ aw 
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~A~D IN 1~87, THE SAME YEAR AS OUR NATION'S CONSTITUTIONAL 

~'f 
CoNVENTION, THE CoNGRESS OF TH~ CoNFEDE A!ION BROUGHT THE "RIGHTS 

• 

OF MAN" AND THE RULE OF LA TO THIS NEW LA D THROUGH THE ADOPTION 

OF THE ORTH 

(THIS CHARTER ESTABLISHED A GOVER NMENT FOR THIS TERRITORYL.. lT 

WAS THE FIRST NATIONAL RECOGNITION OF THE BILL OF RIGHTS.~T 

PROVIDED FOR THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF EDUCATION, PROHI BITED SLAVERY, 

AND ESTABLISHED THE PRI NCI LE THAT NEW STATES WOULD BE ADMITTED 

TO THE NION ON G WITH THE ORIGINAL STATES. 

~ GAl,. THI KIND OF ONLY MADE P SSIBLE TH UG 

THE GREAT COURAGE OF A YOUNG PEOPLE) WILLI NG NOT ONLY TO TAKE ON 

THE SETTLEMENT OF A WILDERNE ~ BUT TO D SO ONLY IF THE BASIC 
rl - --

PRECEPTS OF MERICAN LI BERTY WOULD BE I J FORCE. 
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L LAID 
IN l~8J THE "STILL ATER CONVENTI ON" tAYE~ OUT A CLAIM TO 

CONGRESS THAT NI NNESOTA BE GRANTED STATEHOOD,[!FTER T~YE!RS 

OF STRUGGLE IT i AS GRANTE~AND TYP ICAL OF THE KI ND OF CHALLENGES 

FACI NG THESE PI ONEERJJ ONE OF OU R STATE'S FI RS T TASVS WAS TO 

ORGAN IZE VOLUNTEERS TO FI GHT IN THE CIVIL 1AR. 

~F COURS~ THIS IS JUST A GLI MPSE AT ONLY A FE~ CRITICAL 

MOMENTS I N f1 I NNESOTA HI STORY0UT IT DEMONSTRATES THE KI ND OF 

INITI ATIVE AND COURAGE THAT THE TI MES. DEMANR~P_Q F FREE ME• AND -
OMEN . 

.. , THOSE WHO ARE YOUNG 0~ HAVE THAT SAME ~ "' 
SENSE OF PURPOSE 

AND IDEALI SM AS THEY STEP FOR ARD_r _ _ EX_P_L_O_R_E ..... T_H_E_ Fu_r_u_Ri... AND 

OPTI MISTIC TO HAVE FAITH AND CONFI DENCE IN T E FUTU RE . - .. 
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THAT IS WHY I AM DEEPLY CONCER ED WHEN I SEE SOME OF OUR 

YOUNG PEOPLE REFLECTI NG A M RE PESSIMISTIC) NEGATIVE MOOD -- WHEN 

THEY SEEM UNW ILLI NG TO TAKE A RISK ON THE FUTURE, 

L OuR WH OLE HISTORY IS FILLED WITH ADVENTURE AND PIONEER ING, 

~RICANS THROUGH THE YEARS HAVE OPE NED UP A CONTINENT -- DEVELOPED 
as er e 3:§ hfi . swn --

A NEW .NAT~N,~ HAVE SH~ THE WORLD NEW TECH NOLOGIES IN 

AGRICULTURE) MEDICINE) EDUCATION) TRA NS PORTATION -- YESJ IN EVERY 

ASPECT OF LIFE, 

L-... You ARE I 

e r s pnn&fBi3?r'UYetrtin .. 

THE VERY SPRI NG OF Ll FE ,l ToDAY, YOU ARE BETTER 

'-
E UIPPED TO CHALLE NGE OLD ASSUMPTIONS AND THE TRADITIONAL WAY 

OF DOING THI NGS THAN ANY GE NERATION IN HUMAN HISTORY~ ~ OW IS THE 

TIME TO QUESTION AND TO PROBE -- TO GAI N NEW UNDERSTA ND INGS AND 

TO LIVE EACH DAY TO ITS FULLES T, 
-CW O+&IW'P ::0 4Jiii4'1.,...4 
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~ SENSE A NEW SPIRIT DAWNING IN AMER ICA~THE LONG NIGHTMARE 

OF CONFUSION AND DASHED HOPES FOR ALL TOO MANY AMER ICA NS IS 

GOING TO ENDJ BE CAUSE AT THE ROOT OF THE AMER ICAN EXPERIENCE IS 

A DETERMINATION~ TO LO~ER EXPECTAT~N:t BUT TO E~GE IN ~LD 

EXPERIMENTS. 

CHOICE , 

• ------ · -"ll.""-

So ~ YOU;;~;LEDGE AND YOUR AB I LI TV TO THE UTMOST lT RUST 

IN YOUR OW JUDGMENT AND REMAIN OPEN TO NEW I DEAS~U kAN MAKE 

A DIFFERENCE IF YOU TAKE TH E RISK OF BECOMING INFORMED AND INVO LV ED , -
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IN CLOSI NG 1 I WA T TO REMIND YOU OF WHAT TH AT GR EAT 

PHILOSOPHER1 VICTOR HUG01 SAID: 

"THE FUTURE HAS SEVERAL NAMES , FoR THE WEAK 

IT IS IMPOSSI BLE. FoR THE FAI NT-HEARTED ~ IT IS THE 

UNKNOWN. FoR THE THOUGHTFUL AND VALI A T1 IT IS 

ID EAL. THE CHA LLENGE I URGE T. THE TASK IS LARGE , 

THE TIME IS NOW . " 

# # # # 
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