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TODAY AMERICA CELEBRATES A VERY SPECIAL BIRTHDAY. IT IS 

THE 200TH ANNIVERSARY OF OUR SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT -- THE GREATEST 

FORCE FOR FREEDOM IN THE HISTORY OF CIVILIZATION, IT IS A TIME 

FOR CELEBRATION) AND A TIME F R REFLECTION -- ON WHAT WE HAVE 

BECOME AND WHAT WE WANT TO BE. 

E AMERICANS HAVE ALWAYS HAD OUR EYES FIXED ON THE FUTURE. 

THE MOST DISTINGUISHING MARK OF AMERICAN CHARACTER SINCE THE 

FIRST COLONISTS ARRIVED ON THIS CONTINENT HAS BEEN A PROFOUND 

FAITH IN PROGRESS) IN OUR ABILITY TO CREATE A BETTER LIFE FOR 

OURSELVES AND FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS, OUR PROGRESS AS A ATION 

HAS BEEN A CONSTANT PROCESS OF BECOMING) OF CONSTANT MOTIO AND 

GRO~THJ OF EVOLVING ASPIRATIONS AND IDEALS. 
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~ HAT WAS DECLARED IN 1776 WAS N~ THE FULLNESS OF AMERICAN 

FREEDOMJ BUT THE COMMON PRIVILEGE OF LABORING FOR ITS FULFILLMENT -
} 

AND THA:.TASK WILL NEVER BE F!NISHEQ.~CH GENERATION HAS ITS 

OWN SUMMONS TO THE CAUSE OF LIFEJ LIBERTYJ AND THE PURSUIT OF 

HAPPINESS. 

~ THE RECORD OF AMERICA IN THE LAST 200 YEARS REFLECTS THE 

GRADUAL EVOLUTION OF IND IVIDUAL LI BERT~ AN IDEAL THAT WAS 

REVOLUTIONARY AT IT:.BI:TH AND REMAINS SO TODAY,~ BICENTENNIAL 

CALLS US TO STUDY THAT RECORD~ TO FOCUS OUR THOUGHTS ON OUR PAST 

....---=--" 
HERITAGEJ OUR PRESENT PROSPECTSJ AND OUR HOPES FOR THE FUTURE, - ' ~ 
~THE AMER ICAN REAM IS SIMPLY A METAPHOR FOR THE CREATION OF 

A TRULY OPEN SOCIETY. 
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~ SUCH A SOCIETY IS ONE IN WHICH MEN AND WOMEN ARE FREE TO 

DEVELOP THEIR TALENTS} TO PURSUE THEIR DREAMS. 

~IT IS ONE THAT IS FREE OF THE SPE RS THAT HAVE HAUNTED 

GENERATIONS OF MANKIND -- HUNGER} DISEASE} IGNORANCE} FEARJ 

RACIAL PREJUDICE} SLAVERY AND SERFDOM} POLITICAL OPPRESSION 

AND RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION. 

t... I ?I 'iii'( THE OPEN Soc I ETY IS BAS ED ON THE IDEA SET FORTH 

IN OUR ECLARATION OF lNDEPE DENCEJ OF THE INHERENT DIGNITY OF 

MANJ ENDOWED BY OUR CREATOR WITH A SOUL AND WITH CERTAI N RIGHTS 
- 4--_-

THAT CANNOT BE TAKEN AWAY, 

~THIS ~ASIS ON THE DIGNITY AND RIGHTS OF MAN IS WHAT 

GIVES SENSE AND REASON TO THE SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT WE CALL 
a L ---

DEMOCRACY, 
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ITHOUT ITJ~B~COME THI NGS T BE MANIPULATED AND CONTROLLED) 

RATHER THAN RESPECTED AS DEMOCRACY REQUIRES, 

~RESPECT FOR THE DIGNITY AND RIGHTS OF ALL _.. -- THE NOTIO 

THAT 11 ALL m ARE CREATED EQUAL" AND ARE THUS ENTITLED TO EQUAL -
TREATMENT UNDER THE LAW -- IS A VERY RECENT DEVELOPMENT IN THE 

HISTORY OF THE HUMAN RACE ~ EVEN IN THISJ THE GREATEST OF ALL 

DEMOCRACIES) THE IDEALS STATED I TH E ECLARATION OF I NDE PE NDENCE 

ARE NOT YET FULLY REFLECTED IN OUR SOCIAL) ECONOMIC A D POLITICAL 

SYSTEM. 

~N THE LAST 200 YEARS WE HAVE ONLY GRADUALLY EXTENDED THE 

FRANCHISE AND OTHER CIVIL RIGHTS AND LI BERTIES TO I NC LUDE THE 
......... 

POOR AND WOMENJ AS WE LL AS RACIAL AND ETHNIC MINORITIES. 
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YET PAINFULLY SLOW AS OUR PROGRESS MIGHT APPEAR IN HINDSIGHT) 

WE HAVE COME A LONG WAY IN THESE 2 0 YEARS. 

E HAVE BEEN SUMMONED TO THE CAUSE OF "LIFEJ LI BERTY A D 

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINES , " LIKE OUR F REBEARERSJ WE MUST E 

WILLI G TO EXPERIMENT) TO RISK FAILURE AND TO BEAR THE 

CONSEQUENCES OF OUR MISTAKESJ BOTH PAST AND YET TO COME. 

E MUST BE PREPARED TO DO THE THINGS WE OUGHT TO DOJ BECAUSE 

THEY ARE RIGHT, 

E MUST BE WILLING TO MAKE SOME SACRIFICES NOW IN ORDER TO 

PROTECT AND PRESERVE WHAT WE MOST CHERISH I N AMER ICAN LIFE FOR 

THE BENEFIT OF FUTURE GENERATIONS, 
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E MUST ACCEPT THE BURDE OF LEADERSHIP AS THE STRONGEST 

NATION OF THE FREE WORLD AND SET A GOOD EXAMPLE BY ADHERI G TO 

OUR PRI NCIPLES BOTH AT HOME AND ABROAD . 

WE MUST ACCEPT RESP NS IBILITY FOR OUR ACTIONS~ BOTH AS 

IND IVIDUALS AND AS A NATION. 

THIS IS THE CHALLENGE OF OUR BICE TENNIAL YEAR: TO CONTI NUE 

TO CHART OUR PROGRESS BY THE LI ERATION OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT AND 

TO WORK FOR ITS FULFILLMENT. THIS IS THE PROMISE OF AMERICA! 

# # # # 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


