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As ALWAYS, IT IS A SPECIAL AND PERSONAL PLEASURE 

TO CELEBRATE WITH YOU THE NORWEGIAN HERITAGE THAT IS 

SHARED BY SO MANY OF US IN MINNESOTA, 

LAST YEAR AT INDEPENDENCE DAY, IT WAS MY PRIVILEGE 

TO BE IN STAVANGER, NORWAY, TO CELEBRATE THE DEPARTURE 

ON JuLY 4, 1825, oF THE RESTAURATION BRINGING THE FIRST 

ORGANIZED GROUP OF NORWEGIANS TO SETTLE IN AMERICA -

~HE NORWEGIAN MAYFLOWER, l CALL IT, 

IN OcTOBER, WE CELEBRATED THE ARRIVAL OF THAT 

SLOOP AND HIS MAJESTY KING OLAV V HONORED US WITH 

HIS PRESENCE IN OUR CITY AND OUR STATE, 

~THIS FRIST GROUP OF 52, AND A BABY BORN AT SEA, 
t ~ 

WAS THE VANGUARD OF WHAT WAS TO BECOME A WAVE OF 

NORWEGIAN IMMIGRATION TO THE UNITED STATES, 
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IN FACT, EXCEPT FOR IRELAND, NORWAY GAVE TO AMERICA 

A LARGER PORTION OF ITS POPULATION THAN ANY OTHER 

NATION, 

TODAY NEARLY THREE MILLION NoRWEGIAN-AMERICANS 

LIVE IN THE UNITED STATES, THEY HAVE BROUGHT TO 

AMERICA THEIR QUALITIES OF CHARACTER: A PIONEERING 

SPIRIT; COURAGE AND ADVENTURE; OPTIMISM AND SELF

CONFIDENCE; THE TRADITION OF HARD WORK AND SELF

RELIANCE; BUT ABOVE ALL, A PASSION FOR FREEDOM 

POLITICAL, INTELLECTUAL AND RELIGIOUS FREEDOM, 

IN THIS BICENTENNIAL YEAR OF OUR NATION'S 

FREEDOM, AS WE HONOR THE TRADITIONS AND CUSTOMS WHICH 

MADE AMERICA GREAT, WE CAN LOOK WITH PRIDE TO THE 

ScANDINAVIAN INFLUENCE WHICH HELPED SHAPE OUR NATIONAL 

CHARACTER -- ESPECIALLY HERE IN OUR OWN STATE OF 

MINNESOTA AND THROUGHOUT THE GREAT MIDWEST, 
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As THE NoRWEGIANS ARRIVED ON AMERICAN SOIL IN 

THE 19TH CENTURY AND MOVED WESTWARD, THEY PUT THEIR 

STAMP ON EVERY ASPECT OF AMERICAN LIFE, NoRWEGIAN 

INFLUENCE IS FOUND IN THE ARTS, IN EDUCATION, IN 

MUSIC, IN AGRICULTURE, SCIENCE, BUSINESS AND POLITICS, 

INDEED, SINCE OCTOBER 9, 1825, EVERY ASPECT OF THE 

AMERICAN EXPERIENCE HAS BEEN ENHANCED AND ENRICHED 

BY THE SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF NORWAY. 

THESE FIRST NORWEGIAN PIONEERS HAD NO GUARANTEES 

ABOUT LIFE IN THE NEW LAND, 

THEY SET SAIL NOT WITH CERTAINTY BUT WITH HOPE; 

NOT WITH ASSURANCES BUT WITH CHALLENGE, THEY BROUGHT 

WITH THEM NOT GOLD AND SILVER, BUT SKILL, PERSEVERANCE 

AND CONFIDENCE, AND THEY WERE STRENGTHENED BY A LONG 

TRADITION OF RESPECT FOR THEIR FELLOW HUMAN BEINGS, 
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THEY KNEW THAT MEN AND WOMEN WITH COMMON GOALS AND 

ASPIRATIONS CAN WORK TOGETHER FOR THE BENEFIT OF ALL, 

AND THEY USED THESE QUALITIES TO TAME AND DEVELOP 

THE GREAT FRONTIERS OF AMERICA, 

THESE EARLY NORWEGIAN PIONEERS BELIEVED IN SELF 

GOVERNMENT AND HELPED TO STRENGTHEN, BY THEIR SENSE 

OF POLITICAL AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY, THE YOUNG AND 

EXPANDING DEMOCRACY OF AMERICA, 

MY MOTHER WAS BORN AT TVEIT NEAR KRISTIANSAND, 

HER FATHER AND MOTHER BROUGHT THE FAMILY TO 

AMERICA IN THE 1880's, BUT THEIR LOVE FOR AMERICA 

NEVER DIMMED THEIR AFFECTION FOR NORWAY, 

MY GRANDFATHER, ANDREW SANNES, WAS A SEA CAPTAIN. 

HE SAILED FROM STAVANGER AND KRISTIANSAND, HE HAD THE 

SEA IN HIS VEINS, AND HE TOLD ME WONDERFUL STORIES 

ABOUT THE NORWEGIANS WHO SAILED TO FAR AWAY LANDS, 
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MY MOTHER INSTILLED IN HER CHILDREN A FEELING OF 

WORTH, AND SHE TAUGHT US THAT WE HAD A RESPONSIBILITY 

TO USE OUR TALENTS FOR THE BENEFIT OF OTHERS AND FOR 

OUR COUNTRY. 

--WE WERE TAUGHT THAT LIFE IS TO BE ENJOYED, NOT 

JUST ENDURED, SO WE HAD GREAT FAMILY GATHERINGS, 

--WE WERE BROUGHT UP TO BELIEVE THAT RELIGION 

WAS MORE THAN A SUNDAY EXPERIENCE, ITS TRUE MEANING 

WAS TO BE FOUND IN LOVE, COMPASSION AND JUSTICE, 

--AND I LEARNED THAT POLITICS -- INVOLVEMENT IN 

GOVERNMENT -- WAS TO BE A PART OF DAILY LIFE, NOT 

MERELY AN EXERCISE TO BE PURSUED IN YOUR SPARE TIME, 

I WAS TAUGHT THAT IF YOU WANT GOOD GOVERNMENT 

YOU HAVE TO WORK FOR IT. THESE LESSONS FROM A NoRWEGIAN 

MOTHER HAVE GIVEN DIRECTION TO MY LIFE. 
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THOSE OF US OF NoRWEGIAN DESCENT WERE FORTUNATE 

ENOUGH TO BE BROUGHT UP IN HOMES WHERE THESE 

CHARACTERISTICS OF PIONEERING AND ADVENTURE, CONFIDENCE 

AND FAITH, FREEDOM AND RESPONSIBILITY WERE THE STANDARDS 

TO BE OBSERVED, 

MODERN NoRWAY CONTINUES TO BE A STRONG AND 

FAITHFUL ALLY OF THE UNITED STATES AND A COURAGEOUS 

DEFENDER OF WORLD PEACE THROUGH THE UNITED NATIONS AND 

THE NoRTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION, 

YES, PEACE WITH FREEDOM IS THE DEDICATION OF THE 

NORWEGIAN PEOPLE AND THEIR GOVERNMENT, 

WITH EQUAL IMPORTANCE, NoRWAY HAS SET THE STANDARD 

FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE IN THE CARE OF ITS PEOPLE, 

IT HAS BANISHED POVERTY AND ILLITERACY, IT CARES 

FOR ITS ELDERLY, IT OFFERS OPPORTUNITY FOR THE YOUNG, 

IT ASSURES HEALTH CARE FOR ALL AND COMPASSION FOR ITS 

UNFORTUNATE, 
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WE AS AMERICANS CAN SEE NoRWAY AS A LIVING 

TESTIMONIAL TO LIFE, LIBERTY AND THE PURSUIT OF 

HAPPINESS, 

AND IN THIS BICENTENNIAL YEAR, LET US REDEDICATE 

OURSELVES TO THE DREAMS WHICH HAVE GUIDED BOTH NORWAY 

AND THE UNITED STATES. 

LET US WORK TO SUSTAIN OUR LONG AND CLOSE 

FRIENDSHIP, AND LET US PURSUE THE VISION WHICH 

CAN KEEP US FREE NATIONS, 

# # # 

~ - v uNORGEH ER ET PAINT, FREET LAND, Mo DE 

ALLTEED VAERE SO!u 
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PF: ~o_r~~L-~--~--=- !..~~_I_?._e:...~ha _r_c_t r k , finnearol i_?_--~_:]uly_J._! 

Th is is t he 44th annual Norway Day . Between 5, 000 and 

3 , 000 persons are expected . 

Th e rrorram will include a wors h ip service from 11 a.JT'. 

un til noon. 

B c p. iPnin~ ar0tmd 1 p.m., the pro g ram ldll include: 

' lu s i c hy Larvi k ~c h oo 1 P. a nd, Ln rviJ.~ , :-.lnrway 

Pi story re::~.din _rr --Dr. \ arl C:hris1ock , /l.t1g'shur g Colle ~ e 

J ac k ~trom wi ll i mnPrsonate a nu~he r of th e Fnund inp 

Fathers of the U. S. in his ni ece, ' 'The Price Tar of 

U hcrtv. ,. 

Dramatic rearlPrs from Northfield) •t innesota, doin~ a p iece 

froyn \lle P.olvaap 's · r: iants in t he Earth ' ' 

'·'u sical numr ers, hot~1 vocal and instrumental, endinp: with 

fol k dancin?. 

Hayor Stenvi g of ~lpls. will be p res ent, along 

,,·i th :·:o r Ke p ian Vice Consul Hartley Antonsen. 

r: overPor An,lerson wi 11 he represPnted hy ~~r. Fn e b o. 

Norwav Day is spnrisore~ hy the NorwP p ian ational Leapue, 

wi1i c h is ?. federation of all Norwe g ian-American organizations 

i n ~d inneapo 1 is. 
. 

_:o TF : J\s you know, this event is strictly non-political. 
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Those of us of Norwegian descent 

enough to he brought up in homes where these . characteris.tics 
· of pioneering and adventure, cortfidence and fai~h, free~o~ --the- . . ' t . . and res pons ihili ty wer~sfandards . to be oOserved ~ . . : . ~. , . 

. . ,· . . I -l4••••-x /llodern Norway continue,s .· to · be a. strintr. . :' ' ... 
and faithful ally of the United sfates, ·and :a courage;ous 

,. defender of world peace• through the United North Atlantic Treaty Alliance. 
Yes, peace with freedom is the dedication of 

. orwegian people an4 · their goverrime.nt. 
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