
SELECTION OF THE VICE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 

RE~.AFJ<S OF SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

NBC Forum 
Statler-Hilton Hotel 

Washinaton, D.C. 

l'~arch 5, 19 77 

The Vice Presidency, long an ignored or belittled J'l.merican 
political institution, has in recent years received increased 
attention in this country consistent with the increased 
resnonsibilities o~ the office. 

This ne,,T interest also derives in rrreat nart from the 
fact that, of the last nine Vice Presidents, four succeeded 
to or were elected to the nresidencv itself. And three others 
''1ere leading candidates for their narties' oresidential nomi
nations. 

I was privileged to carry the Democratic 9arty's standard 
in 1968, 01')oosing a former Vice President Hho emerged victorious 
after a close and excitin0 contest. 

Another reason the vice presidency is underaoina snecial 
exwnination is the HidesT)reFl.d feeling in both >n<'-ior oarties 
thnt the vice nresidential selection nrocess has heen too hurried 
ancl has not received the attention f=rom national conv~ntion 
delerrates that t he o4=fice deserves. 

In the traoi tional vice nresid(mt:i.al selection nrocess, the 
nr~sidential nominee announce~ a runnincr ~ate alMost at the last 
T:".:i.nut~, soMetimes to thF> c1i sJYlav ?n0 surnrise nf t~10 convention. 

Critics of th:i_s nrocess noint esneciall v to 197 2, ~·Then the 
DeJ11.ocratic party's vice nresidential norn.inee Ni thdret,., from the 
national ticket, and the nepuhlican noMinee, although electeo, 
later resianeo from the vice nresir.encv itself. 

Becnus0. the vic~ nresioenc:v is a ST"'rinohoard t0 th0. ~·•h i te 
House:, incrertsincr Rttention i.s heinrr f=ocused on tHo nuestions: 

First, ·rhat should he the r0le of Vice Presidents i.n nur 
nolitical c;vst.el"? 

Second, should there he chancres in the nrocess hv Hhich 
nominees for Vice President are qelected? 

As ''ice President and as a candidate for President concerned 
with selectinrr a vice nresidential runnina ~ate, I have reached 
some qeneral conclusions ahout both these - 0uestions. 

The Constitution rrives the Vic:e President onlv the resnonsi
bilitv for nresidina over the Senate ann casting votes in that 
body j_n the case of a tie, or succeeding to the nresidencv 
in case of a vacancy or disahilitv in that office. 

Conc:;erruentlv, some critics araue that a vacancv or disn.bility 
in the nresidencv is not the hest time to intro~uce an unfamiliar 
face -- that of the Vice President -- to the country. The 
,,T:i.cest nossible accePtance of such a transfer of nm·rer should be 
one of our political system's highest nriorities. 

This is a strona arrrument for a President to assign 
iMnortant duties to the Vice President -- duties that will 
equin him for the difficult decision-making resnonsibilities 
of the President, and functions thnt ,,!ill give the -uice President 
neriodic nuhlic exnosure. I applaud the initiatives taken bv 
President Carter iil oiving Vice President ~~andale precisely · 
these kinds of assian~ents. 
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Rut, second, the wise ~nd careful selection of a vice 
nresi~ential nominee help~ to insure nuhlic acceptance of a 
lnter noflFdhlP- transfer of om·rer nrecisely because that nominee 
~ ·rns electen. to of"fice. 

The elevation to the presidenc~' of a Vice President 
elected on the same ticket and ~·Tho is committed to the same 
nlatform and policies Rs the President, maximizes the opportunity 
for continuity in proarams nnd nolicies endorsed by the nation in 
the nrecedina presidential election. 

When no one was especially concerned ~·ri th the vice presidency, 
scant Rttention was naid to nominees for the office. Our political 
history is full of vice presidential nominees chosen to nlacate 
factions of a narty, reqions of the country, or ruffled person-
ali ties other\'d.se unhappy with other convention decisions. 
Frequently, in our political history more attention has been 
qiven to the political needs of the party than to the selection 
of a candid~te of presidential timber. 

But in the last 30 years, because of deaths and illnesses 
of Presidents in oeriods of creneral international instability, 
"Ye increasinqly have come to recoqnize that we cannot afford 
the luxury of givinq nrioritv to in-house narty nolitics in the 
selection of vice nresidential candidates. 

~election of vice presidential nominees is not a 
matter that is controlled or cruided by federal law. Therefore, 
it is essential that the major narties institute reforms in the 
selection of vice presidential nominees that will contribute to 
the ~crions consideration of the nomination that the office 
deserves. 

I served as Chairman of the Democratic Party's Commission 
on Vice Pregidential Selection 'i-Thich reported proposed 
changes in vice nresidential selection to the Democratic 
Nntional CollU"littee, in December, 1973. 

our commission's \'Tork miqht be interpreted as having had 
limited impnct. But it should be recoqnized that, after havinq 
considered other alternatjves, our maior recommendation was a 
reaffirmation of the party's national convention as the best 
forum for vice presidential candidate selection. 

But from an historical perspective, the most important fact 
,,•as that the establishment of the coJTIJllission and the ~·Tidespread 

rtttention given to our work clenrly indicated that the vice 
~residentinl selection nrocess had become a matter of national 
concern. 

The commission recomMended that the length of the Democratic 
national convention he extended hy one day to permit an interval 
of A8 hours between the selection of the party's presidential 
~nd vice nresidential candidates. 

Tl second recommendation made by the commission "rould 
Rllmr the presidential candidate to ask the convention for 
n.clni tional time if it aareed that one extra day did not allow 
enouqh deliberation on the choice for a running mate. He also 
could nronose more than one person f"or that nomination. 

If that additional time \lrere qranted, a special meeting 
of the Democratic National Committee would be held between 
14 and 21 days after the convention to select the party's 
vice nresidentinl candidate. 
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Tli/e ~. lso nronosen tha.t everv nemocrat, even ,.rithout the 
the nrec;id~ntial noP1in~e's recowmendation, miqht seek the vice 
nresid~ntial nomination, providina petitions ~upporting hiA or 
h~r cAndidacy ar~ Riqned hv Rt least 10 nercent of all deleqates, 
Rn~ those neleqates Rre frOP1 at least three states. 

There have been many pronosals to change the method of 
selecting vice presidential nominees. These include such radical 
dennr.tures from present practices as requiring presidential 
candidates to indicate their choices for runnino mates before 
state conventions ann presidential preference primaries, or 
reouiring that the vice presidential nomination be aHarded to 
the runner-up in the presidential nomination balloting. Other 
proposals similarly seek to narrm-r the options open to the 
narty nnd the nresidential nominee. 

It is my belief that the present method -- allowing the 
rresiil~ntial nominee and the delegates to the national conven
tion to aaree on a choice that need not be made official until 
min-convP.ntion -- best serv~s the needs of our nolitical 
c:;ystem. 

After all, both the partv and the presidential nominee 
lv~nt tn -vrin the election. They Nant to face the electorate 
~·!i th issues and candidates they can nroudlv support. Any 
arbitrary svstem that forces a vice presidential nominee on a 
reluctant presidential nominee Nould not serve the interest of 
the narty or the nation. 

Today, ~oth ?arties should be focusing on the real problem 
in vicP. presidential selection -- ho"T to give the presidential 
cc:mdid.1te and his advisers time to make a "rise choice. 

There is no ~·ray to take noli tics out of the business 
of choosinq candidates for nublic office. No detailed narty 
rules can nrevent a nresidential candidate and a party convention 
from choosing a vice presidential candidate for purely political 
reasons or prevent what may later prove to be a bad choice. 

T·7e Mn~t rely on the individuals involved in the process 
just as '.ve rely on the good judqment of public officials to 
enact good laws and carry them out with good sense. 

our system of qovernment nrovides the best check yet 
deviseil aaainst poor qovernMent. That check is the ballot 
box or, in the case of noliticial party conventions, the vote 
of thP delegates. 
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