






spending the evening with an ordinary f amily of tax payers and citizens 

up there. �~ �d�,� the folks who organized this dinner wanted to spend 
qJ 

an evening with an ordinary, humble �d�r�u�~�s�t� from Huron, South Dakota. 

And, so here we are, and my job as your massacre ,of �c�e�r�~ �o �n�i �e�s�,� 
and we' ll massacre the hell out of them, Hubert, before we're through 

here, is to get you home at some reasonable hour tonight, and with 

the cooperation of t hese d i stingui shed citizens on our program 

we will do just that. �~�m� not going to say very much this evening, 
·v 

but I can't, I want to �~� the opening shot here to say a few 

things here about Hubert Humphrey if I can. You know, this guy 

has been on the national scene for three decades now, centr al 

part in every �m�~ �j�o�r� i ssue we 've debated in the Nation these last 
. lff'1(!,19.L-

years, and 1t' s ·trl?blu:e!!l to say of somebody that he was ahead< JOf 

his time. �~ �t�r�i�b�u�t�e� to Hubert Humphrey is that he was a man of 

his time. Ahead of us, leading the way on so many issues. But, 

Hubert identifi es with his generation, with my generation, a man 

of his time. �~ �d�,� I ask myself today, what' s the secret? How 

can this one man be so much a part of what America's been these 

years? �~ �i�n�k� the secret is really three things. He's got one 

of the best minds in public life today and a constitution to go 

with it, and this guy can lick cancer, Russel Long, and about 

everybody else around. �~ �n �o�t� only preaches full employment 

he practices it. This is the busiest �c�r�i �~ �e� I've ever seen in my 

life. He can do more work today than any other· JOf us could do 

when when we were half his age. �~�h �~� second secret is that this 

man has got a heart as big as the plains of South Dakota, where 

his roots are out there. They kidded in '68 about the politics 

of joy. But, Hubert Humphrey believes that public life ought to 

be f un. Yeah, the dignity of public work, the dignity of work ing 

people, of working for people, but it ought to be fun. And he's 

worked to do good to make people's lives bet ter all of these years. 

And he believes that doing things with your mind and your heart is 

what life is all about. �~�~�'� one final tribute, if I �c�a�n �~� You know, 

we've all made jokes, and Lord knows I've done my share about the 

length of your oratory. I remember at the National Press Club 

a few years ago, giving an award. The Hubert H. Humphrey Loving 

Cup for Verbal Continuity. But, when we say all of that, the plain 

fact is, the plain fact--and it pains me a little bit with all of 



these politicians here tonight--that this is the most effective 

public speake~ in American life in this generation. ~e seen him 

move more aud~cesj I saw him at one-thirty at night at Little 

Rock, one-thirty in the morn ing in Little Rock after flying in late 

one night. Make them c r y, and make them laugh and them feel good 

about themselves and their country. ~~od Lord, that mind and that 

voice of his, there'll never be another. This is the greatest 

stump speaker of our time that we honor here tonight in addition 

to all of the other t h ings t hat I've said about him. ~· we'd 
all done our job just a little bit more, he'd a been President 

in 1968, and he'd now be going back to Waverly, And Lord only 

knows, Hubert, you might have made it in '76 if things had been 

a little bit different. [ Bu~, we love you, we're glad to be 

spending the night with you, and we just wish that Muriel--and 

he'll say some things about this later--The most important business 

of life is being a Grandmother and Muriel is out helping in that 

important cause tonight, or she'd be with us. And , so here we 

go. ~re now going to award the Hubert H. Humphrey Loving Cup 

for Verbal Brevity here in just a moment. The sponsors of this 

event wanted some speakers tonight, and there were 1,100 coming, 

and we couldn't invite everyone to speak, they wanted to, all of 

them wanted to speak. And, so we thought we'd get a man in the 

stree t sort of thing. We went out in front of the hotel, and 

picked up some passers-by. We went through the phone book, and 

our search produced a rather strange lot that you're going to hear 

from in just a moment. One is a resident of Maine who's about to 

be run the hell out of the state by Indians, and he believes that 

General Cust~rj died for our sins.~~ so, each of them will 

introduce themselves, and speak under the minute and-a-half rule, 

~d the discipline, the discipline is ,Hubert, that every moment 

by which the y go over a minute-and a nd -a- half will be added to 

your allocation at the end of the evening. So, now, let me 

present a cross section of your fellow citizens who will either 

impeach you, praise you, settle old griev~nces or something or 

other. Will you come up and introduce yourselves. 

Thank you. My name is Ken Gibson. I'm mayor of the 

city of Newark, New Jersey, I'm President of the U. S. Conference 

of Mayors. You all know that we mayors have to stick together, so 



I'm here to salute one of the best mayors that this country ever 

had. But more important, Hubert Humphrey never stopped caring 

about America's cities once he left Minnesota and became a national 

figur e. He knows that most of Americans live in our cities, and 

he knows that there can be no healthy America without healthy 

cities. He has not only known this, he has never stopped doing 

things about it. Whether it be jobs programs or health care or 

revenue sharing or housing, Senator Humaphrey has been there 

developing and supporting programs to help. We love him, however, 

not primarily for what he has done for us, we love him for what he 

is. The kind, compasionate, interested, dedicated human being that 

he is. The man who was never President, but who has surely shaped 

and inspired America as much as any President in his lifetime. 

Senator Humphrey there's so much more to do to make this country what 

you want it to be. We will continiue to look to you for leadership 

and inspiration for years to come. Thank you very much. 

I'm Milton Shapp, and I'm pleased tonight to have the opportunity 

to fulfil l perhaps the only speaking assignment that Hubert Humphrey 

could never never fulfill, and that's to make a speech in less than 

a minute. I happen to agree with Mo Udall that Hubert Humphrey 

is perhaps the most effective public speaker in America. But, Mo, 

I have to take eKception to one thing you said just a moment ago. 

Hubert Humphrey brought the times up to him, he is the one man of 

the post-World War II era who has the right to ware the mantle that 

was worn by FDR in the 30s and 40s. The Mantle for great service to 

humanity. And, I agree with Mo Udall and with Mayor Gibson the great 

sadness of American history is that Hubert Humphrey never occupied 

the Whi t e House where his tremendous qualities of leadership and 

desire to help all humanity would have brought the greatest good to 

America and t o t he world. And, on this evening when everyone is 

saying such nice things about you, Hubert, I just want to add one 

additional thought. Thanks for all the good that you've done in th~s 

world, and keep slugging. 

I'm Linda-Bird Johnson Robb. And my father was President 

Johnson who was blessed by having Hubert Humphrey to help him. Now , 

I want to explain something. We've been talking a lot about how many 

years Hubert Humphrey has been helping everybody, and in that reference 

I'd like to say that I was recently introduced as being the ~ 



daughter of President Johnson, and a little girl looked up at me and 

said, Andrew Johnson? So, I want to straighten that out, Hub ert 

Humphrey has been helping a lot of people, but it was President 

Lynden Johnson not President Andrew Johnson. I was v i rtually 

a babe in arms when I first met Hubert Humphrey, in fact he t a ught 

me talk. Which has come in very handy a lot in the campaigns that 

we have shared ever since and particularly now that I'm out 

campaigning for my husband, Chuck. But, he taught me a lot more 

too as he did all of us who have known him. Compassion, compassion 

for the people of this country. And, he spells "people" the s a me 

way Mr. Rayburn and my father did , "peepul." He taught me a lot 

about courage. When I was much more timid than I am today, just 

how to get up and say what's in your heart, and keep on going even 

when you're scared to death to shake one more hand, and you're so 

tired of being asked for your autograph. And he taught me about 

laughter too. That life can be pretty funny, and if you don't get 

a kick out of all the funny things that happen to you, particularly 

when you're campaigning, then you're really missing out. Buoyancy. 

That's another name for Hubert Humphrey. He embodies all of those 

qualities. Not only to me and my family--and I want to bring him 

the special love of my mother tonight, she's so sorry she couldn't 

be here--but to a sometimes weary, all too solemn world. Thank you. 

Hello, I'm Skip Humphrey. I'm going to do an unusual thing 

tonight, I'm going to give you a short Humphrey speech. Actually 

it is indeed a pr i v l ege to be here tonight to join with you in 

honoring a person who I affectionally call, "my old man." Dad, 

you're just going to have to sit back and grin and bare all of this. 

Yes, he was and he is gone from home too often. And his work days are 

too long, but when dad and mom and our family are together, we really 

have a special time. Hubert Humphrey's intensity for commitment to 

public work is paralleled by his intimate, loving involveme nt in our 

family lives. All you have to do is see Grandpa Humphrey on Saturday 

morning out at Waverly with a gang of granchildren piled in his bed, 

all watching and laughing at the Pink Panther cartoon show, and you 

know this is t r ue. My mother once explained to me that the great 

quality of dad is that public Humphrey is the same as the private 

Humphrey. There is no pretension of duplicity or of play acting. 

What you see is what you get. Generous spirit, concern for each 



of us, tolerent of virtually everything except injustice and inequity. 
Devoted to the simple idea that life can be better. Through the years 
at Waverly I've watched mom and dad walk hand in hand as they go 
by the lake front at Waverly. There is something in the way they walk, 
and in their eyes that say to me there is a special kind of love that 
makes life worth while, and that's what my old man is all about. Thank you. 

Good evening, my name is Loren Greene. And, I'm not a politician 
I'm an actor, and the reason I'm not a politician is that I think that 
one actor in national politics is quite sufficient for the time 

being. I know no one in either profession, politics or acting who 

could possibly appear before such an audiance as large as this, and 
limit himself to one minute and a half, but I'll do my best. I feel 
great tonight. I just, just being here is enough to make me feel great, 
but I had a batch of that punch that Hubert is as proud of, proud as 
punch, Hubert. My wife Nancy and I happen to count Muriel and Hubert 
Humphrey as among our very best friends. We take some pride in the 
fact that our friendship has lasted for many years, and that it has 
always been firm and secure regardless of Hubert's political fortunes. 
We've been with them in the best of times and we've been with him when 
things haven't worked out as we had hoped. But, we've been very close. 
Particularly when during the campaign of '72 in Florida, Lloyd Hand 
and Hubert and I campaigned by helicopter two days, and the three 
say on a seat meant for two. That's when you really are close. So, 
I speak tonight of Hubert's capacity for closeness and for friendship 
and compassion and for love. For all those human qualities we usually 
don't associate with all politicians. And, here we are all the many of 
us here, many of us who have never met before, who have met perhaps 
at times, and yet we are all friends because of this one man. It's 
not just his capacity for personal friendship, but his extraordinary 
ability to care, to truly care about the less fortunate people in 
America and around the world. And, because of that characteristic, 
I learnt how to speak out on the issues, while holding a crowd, waitting 
for Hubert to arrive when we were campaigning. He was always late. 
Usually because someone with a problem had stopped him on the way, 
and he had stopped to listen. My wife,Nancy, learned her public 
speaking from Hubert, and she hasn't stopped talking since. We've 
all kidded Hubert about his boundless capacity for words, but we 

must never forget in our kidding that Hubert is always done more than 



talk. Especially when it came to helping people. From the earlies 

moments of his life, as he grew up in South Dakota, and learned 

about life from his remarkable father and mother, Hubert has never 

doubted for one second that his first obligation as a human being 

was to help others. And, that's why he ran for mayor of Minneapolis 

and clea ned up that city . And that's why he ran for the Senate and 

for the Presidency and for the Senate again. Never for power, never 

for the personal glory, never to prove anything about himself. The 

modivation has always been as it is today, his compassion for people. 

And that's why Hubert Humphrey stands apart from all our political 

leaders. He expresses all the best things that we want to believe 

about our country and ourselves. All of us here tonight surely 

count his friendship as among our greatest treasures. And, Hubert, 

I believe I speak for all of us when I say that we are all very 

greatful. 

I'm Jonas Salk. Hubert Humphrey is truly a man of many gifts. 

As you've heard, he was a pharmacist, elected a Senator almost three 

decades ago. Among his many efforts he's ~ong been fromulating 

and filling perscriptios for improving the well being and health 

of the people of this nation. Hubert Humphrey, a resourceful man, 

a thinking man, a man with vision. His thoughts, as deep as the 

oceans, his perceptions, as wide as space into the reaches of both, 

he has supported the expansion of our knowledge. Hubert Humphrey 

a compasionate man, a man whoes concern for the health and well 

being of all, health and body and in mind. He espouses the 

development of knowledge to satisfy our need to know about the 

nature of life, about the fundamentals of biology and medicine. 

If ever we are to be able to cure and prevent the diseases that 

remain to plague us. His voice, loud and clear, has raised in 

importance the national institutes of health and the programs of 

res earch they support. In laboratories of Universities, institues and 

industry. So , that we've become the greatest force in the world today · 

in advancing knowledge for controling desease and improving health. 

Not only in this nation, but the world over. Hubert Humphrey is a 

man of many gifts. Resourceful man, a compassionate man, but also 

a friend. A friend to the unfortunate, a friend to the gifted. A 

true public servant. He makes the often lonely a nd sometimes un-



appreciated scient; i sts feel that their work is indeed important. He 

makes the public feel that scien tists are p ersons of value. His voice 

has been heard, and his influence felt as much as in support of 

scientific as of social programs. In Hubert Humphrey, all this 

resides. For the generosity with which you share your many gifts, 

for all you give of yourself to improve life now and in the future, 

others who follow, will look back and say, some of their ancestors 

were generous, wise and courageous. For this and much more, I will 

say merely, thank you, Hubert, for being the person you are. Thank 

you. 

y name is Sargent Shriver. A struggling Washington attorney, 

ho ing to reach the levels of Joe Califano. Thomas Jefferson said 

that he hoped to be honored most in history for writing the 

Declaration of Independence, for drafting the Virginia statute of 

religious liberty, and for founding the University of Virginia. 

He never mentioned being President of the United States . Hubert 

Humphrey stands in that same rare com any with Jefferson where 

the importance of what he has done exceeds any office he might. Have 

won. When I first met him, he won't remember, at the Democratic 

Convention in 1948, he was a young t~rk for civil rights. nd, 

ever since, he has stayed young, young in h~s impatience to right 

what is wrong, young in his continuing faith that we can succeed 

in righting what is wrong, and for the most pp part, with his help, 

we have succeeded. Today, much of what is best in our national law 

and life represents Hubert Humphrey's Americax And, surely, whereHver 
I we~ in public service I found that Hubert Had already been there. 

Whether it was the Peace Cor s, Headstart, or the neighborhood Youth 

Corps, the Job Corps or the Aid to Education or Hospital Construction 

or scientific resaarc~, or farm production or outer-space, nd in 

one hundred other areas Hubert Humphrey had always been way out in front. 

Even in the one personal goal he never reached, the White House, His 
example teaches us a fundamental truth, that winning isn't everytming. 

Like Jefferson, he does not need the Presidency to give him greatness, 
he achieved it with his great ideas, withxggreat legislation, and with 

a fabulous example of human warmth , compassion and integrety he gives 
to us all. From the mena ally retarded who have felt his tender touch 

to the mighty and powerful like Kruschev, who were confronted y his 

xx~ fromatable eloquence and debating skills, he has left no one outside 



the reach of his ersonality. Yes it's true, and if uriel were here 
she'd know it, that no one, now even Muriel could love him for him­
xi self and for his accomplishments more than we do . Thank you. 

I'm Kax Averall Harriman. Thant's the best applause I've had 
since they gave me a dinner here about four years ago, and I thank you . 
I'm not used to it anymore. I can boast I think, tonight, that I came 
to know Hubert Hu~phrey intimatel,, and I say intimately, the very 
first week after he was elected to the Senate in 1948. We both met 
atthe AFL convention in Cincinatii, I got there in the mormmng to 
thank them for the greatxwx~xx work they were doing, for thexMx ~arshalll 

plan in Europe to make it a success. And then Hubert blew in in the 
Afternoon . And, he took it over. And, I rememeber he told us about 
every speech he'd made during that campaignxkex~xma~HX~Hxix~xxka 
for election. And , I got to know how hexxxixxxx felt about every 
issue, and that's why I admired him then, and I've admired him more 
and more ever¥ since. But, above all, Hubert is the man with a vision 
for the world at peace . Free from the danger and threat of nuclear 
diaster. And he does something about it. I vividly recall in 1963 
that he led the sup?ort of the Senate for i the limited test ban 
treaty, and he vTOn. President Kennedy, vThen he signed the final 
ratification papers, turned to Hubert and a said, Hubert, that's your 
treaty. And , that praise was we~l deserved. Now in 1968, he would 
have been elected president if we'd allxamax made a little more effort 
than we didi And you remember I was involved with negotiations for 
a peace treaty with the Vietamese, and I can te~l you from my intimate 
talfts with Hubert during that period that x if he 'd been elected 
President he would have gotton us out of that war within the year. 
And, whats more therexKBx wouldn't have been any M Watergate, and 
we would't have had the Nixon/Ford recession. Hubert knows how to 
keen our economy rolling, and he knows how to keep a high level of 
employment. He cares about it .. idid~!t.u~der~tna~) That's~ so 
HXX esential for the benefit of our ?eople here and our influence 
around the world . And, it's high time that we go about it, and I 
we're going to get behing the President, Carter, and help him achieve 
that result. Finally, Hubert has again taken the lead, he's supporting 
President Carter in the Senate. President Carter wants to see ax a world 
free from the dangers of nuclear disasters, and Hubert is at his side, 
and he's fighting to support his programs, and I think everyone in the 
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Senate should do the same. Nothing is more important than his object­
ive to orevent, to do all he can to prevent nuclear war . An 

agreement with the Rus$ians for mutual reduction in the nuclear arms , 
and then for non-ploliferation in the world . This can be done if 

we get behind President Carter and Hubert is doing it, and we ought 
to follow him. Hubert the leader, forever the leader. Tonight 

we salute you, Hubert, with affection and admiration because we all 
believe that you are truly one of the greatest Americans ax of our 

time. 

I am Ed Muskie of Maine. I EHXBH can't really believe 

that Hubert enjoys all this talk. You know Hubert's been one of 
my hero since I was a schoolboy in knickers , so you can imagine, 

you know the thrill when he asked me to run with him as Vice­

President in 1968. Cause it wasn 't untill much later that I 

learned how valueless the offer was , the office had already become 
a .1innesota preserve . I suppose that it's understandable that I 

should have in my mind XE~k tonight the 1968 campaign. I t was 
a wonderful campaign , I know it was for me. We started off at the 
bottom , stayed there w quite a long time, and then almost reached the 
top. I remember in the last few days several events that got our 

adrenalinexfEx flowing. There was the enormous rally in the Ast~o­
Dome in Houston, and then it was followed by that unbelievable noon 

time street rally in Los Angeles, when half a million neople turned 
out to crowd the streets andx to reach up for Hubert and when t h ey 

di~, if they came up on the wrong side of the car, they touched me. 
But, you know the enthusiasm of that crovd, and the feeling of 

raper ~vith those thousands of people so stimulated our optimism that 
in the midst of this highly emotional moment Hubert leaned over and he 
said, should we get together and pick our cabinet this afternoon? And 
then we went on television that night ~ and you may remember that, that 
telethone. Hubert took the first questions , after he'd taken a few add 
answered them, he said, Ed , why don't you xk take the next question . So, 
I took it. This was my first exposure to one of the most emotional 
and explosive issues of the next eight years. The first question was , 
Senator,what aE is your stand on abortion? And being an unsophisticated 
Senator from 1aine, my response was ,do you have a problem? Well , that 
was a wonderful night. But, the one question that I remember from that 



campaign that was put to me over and over again is a question I'll never 

forget. And, I suspect a that history will never forget it. I was an 

unknown, I was one of those Ed-whos when that cam aign sxsxaxx started. 

And so a lot of people who thought they had something against Hubert, 

thought perhpps that they could confide in me their doubts and their 

questions . And , so over and oaver again, and especially ~HE~iH young 

ax~EH~iax people and especially young people who should have 

turned to the Democratic party , would ask me, well , Senator, what 

difference would it make? Whether Mr . Nixon or Mr. Humphrey is 

elected? Over and over again, from one end £ of this country to 

the other, that question was put to me. By people who, either because 

they were very young, or because their memories were very short, 

or because they were caught up in the emotional of the war , they'd 

forgotten what Hubert Humphrey represented. and, so I had an educational 

mission to perform . If I'd done it better perhaps things would have 

turned out betterx. But, ever since that election of 1968, I've 

taken the occasion across this country, to remind audiences that that 

was there question in 1968, and I've asked them,what is your answer 

now? NMXMMx Nothing has done my heart more good than to witness the 

growing tide of concensus, Hubert is beloved of the American ~E people 

today, as few men are. If the American people in 19~8 had understood 

him as theydo now, thexxasi result in 1968 would have been different, 

and our country would be incomprably better off today, and I thinkxmsxsx 

most people know that in their hearts. And to have had the 

privilege of running with thes gallant man in that campaign aas been 

the supremem political experience of my life. Hubert, you've made 

it all worth while. 

You can see what a fine cross section of ordinary tax payers and 

citizens we've brought to you tonight. Hubert we 've had several hundred 

messages, I won't read any of them. But, if you get des~ondent 

some night, and it's not like you , you can read them. There's a group 

from Miammi brought a big plack and a special delegation here tonight. 

Where are you Miammi? Fraiends of Hubert Humphrey there you are over 

there. Thank you very much. As a art of our effort~ Hubert, to bring 

ordinary citizens tonight we wanted someone like a brick layer or a 

plumber , as and we had a former plumber from New York City named George 

.1eany who was to speak at thisx~ER point . Aman who 's come to vashington 

and gained some influence here, but you know he couldn't be with us. If 



there's any ~X~H~s group that's associated Nimx with Hubert Humphrey 

and he's had lots of groups, minorities, young people, old poeple , 

Ei senior citizens, I suppose labor more than any other group have 

associated with this good man. I remember a critical time in the 

60 campaigg , a shoot out between MH~ Humphrey and Kennedy in 

West Virginia. Hubert a protestant, Kennedy a catholic, and that 

protestant state, and Kennedy s used to te~l the stor , I heard 

him tell this in front of Hubert one night about shaking hands Nixk 

with the mine shaft after the Humphrey people had been saying that 

Kennedy was a millionaire's son and had never done a day's work in 

his life, it was on radio, a millionaire's don uenver done a day's 

work in his x life. Kennedy shook hands seven O'clock, changed 

shifts, old miner sxa said, just a minete Senator Kennedy is it 

XHX2XXKRXX¥~HXXRXRXmXXiXEKRXXX true that you 're a millionaire's 

son and you've never done as day's work in your life, and the 

old gup grined and said, yeah I guess so, and the old man slapped 

hime on the back, and siad, that's all right mister, let me tell 

you something, you haven't missed a damn thing. 

I found out last year, in the ranks of organized labor, the 

people who move the machines and runs the factories in America, 

there's been no man as beloved in modern times as Hubert Humphrey . 

And here , to say a few words about him on behalf of organized 

labor is George Meanxs y's substitue, Lane Kirkland. Lane ••• 

George Meany dcarefully instructed me to file his prepared 

remarks which have been released to the ress and by which he stands 

for the record and to yeild as much of my time as I could stand to 

Hubert . And, I'll do that except that I want to note one admission 

RKS in George 's remarks, the fact that he acknowledges that Hubert 

Humphrey as an HK~aH undoubtedly spoken at more xa trade union 

conventions than he kas has . And, I think it's fair to say that if the 

elections were conducted only at trade union conventions, Hubert Humphrey 

would have been completing his second term a short while ago, and perhaps 

embarking on the third, and looking to the forth. And both George and 

I are really quite grateful that he never decided, at so far, to run 

for office in the trade union, federation at least. I want to say RXWEX 

just a word about the cause that brings us here , and a wor~ about the 

man. You know it's a fact of public bpolicy that it has the undending 

xmax task of seeking solutions to the new problems that are constantly 

being createdxxx by yesterday 's solutions to old ~XE~ problems. And, I 



think that parallel that fact, that law of life, has a baring on the 

endeavor which this occasion notes. The effort to achieve again in 

America, full employment, an o~portunity to work according to the 

best HHS use of ones sx skills and talents for everyone who wants to. 

Hubert Humphrey's career parallels a s long period of that struggle. 

It began at approximately the time after the end of Km World War II 

when we all had high hopes, and perpaps many illusions. ~fuen a 

campaign for full employment legislation was initiated, that campaign 

produced the employment Act of 1946, not the full employment Act of 

1946. A title, a statement of high purpose , and its other net product 

was the Council of Economic Advisors. That creation, that product 

gave us among %B others, sEMH some of whomH are joined with us in this 

struggle , a Paul McKracken , and Allen Greenspane and Arthur Burns 

and other exponents of restrictive economic policies so that the net 

product of that act was to create new ~roblems, the net product was 

~HxkpEs perhaps to raise the lecture and consulting fees of prominent 

economists who became more prominent and more in demand with business 

after service on the council, and after recent decade of restrictive 

policies,eminating from it, unemployment. So, itxmax might be said 

that this current effort is again devoted to solving a problem agrivated 

if not created by some of the consequence of the Employment Act of 1946. 

That's why, one of the reasons that a man like Hubert Humphrey is 

so crucial in the leadership of this effort. It takes a sense of 

history, and a sense of a that a lot of things that were approached 

as novalx±Hs ideas, we've been through it before and that we ought 

to bexNH± quite cautious about easy compromises and dusty answers in 

effort to chip away at high sounding aims because then that chi~ping 

a\·Tay, and then those compromises beyondxXNHXEHX a certain point at least 

lays the destruction OXX¥EH f your entire objective and the services 

of objectives very remote from either the es ...•..•.......•• purpose 

of the act of what you set out to do . Hubert Humphrey in whatever pose 

he served as a towering figure of our time. He's been a potent and 

indispensible H alley in everything that we have undertaken to do for 

our members, more broadly, for the nation. His entire political career 

has been the antheisis of that of a man who left public life a couple 

of ¥R years ago with the words , his final words in Washington , which 

at least showed that he had come to the ultimate leason of that career 

Were, neve hate your enemies, because if you hate our enemies you 're 



going to destroy yourself. I'm proud to be one of those who called on 
Hubert in 1968 to try and convince him that there was time left to 
get up the speed. I'm x proud to say that the trade union movemHXH ment 
was there not only in the beginning but we stayed with him, and I must 
note long after some of kim his once and future friends decided to 
~EHE observe Swanson's first law of political life, which holds that 
when the water reaches the upper deck, one should join the ra$s, and 
Ewe have been associated with our ups and downsover the years, long 
before that and ever since, and I want to say that I don't believe 
that ~bert has ever responded to any call of our s out ~a of any 
pure sense of obligation against better judgHment there'sxxke 
something in Hubert that I think givew him a natural similarity 
and response to issues and problems that working people have, he 
did it on its ~Hx merits. and , I will say that in spite of all 
that we do, admittedly owe for the past hel , the past support 
to Hubert , he has never come to us with any hand full of IOU's and 
siad you owe menx and do it becuase you owe me, never. He has made 
his case on its merits, it all hasn't been all peaches and EXS~ cream 
there have been times k kKHH when the urgings of ourx~ax%x hearts have 
faulted in the face of the harsh iron laws of arithmatic, but that's 
not so unique in this town and in political life. We;ve experienced 
it as well, and it has been the response on occasion from othersin 
political life to our suplications, it happens, but I want to say 
this, that \·Te have continued to hold him in the !!J highes regard and 
we continue to look, forward to many many years of useful work together. 
And, at least we can xe lately EBX claim to have been instrumental 
~axxuaxxx partually in his elevation to the, become the again the 
senior Senator from MH ~innesota after Frita agreed to move aside to 
make room. There was a E man E whom I was associated with, I guess 
when I x first met Hubert back in 1948,xmBHHSX named Alben Barkly, 
whoHs best remembered line was that he NOUld rather be a servant in the 
houe of the Lord than sit in the seats of t1e might¥, and I think Hubert 
would subscribe to that principle and we expect to b e able to extract 
just as much and mild as much of a future out of Hubert Humphrey, as 
~Hl!JH~X long a life, as long a period of active ser7ice as we milked 
out of Albin Bar!j.ly, and as we have out of George 111eany, and Jm ,.,ill 
continue to do so. Thank ¥~~ you. 

x~kax Well, thanks ,Lane, and we 're going to move along rapidly 
now if we can. The next, look- we all , we have a rule that all 



Hubert Humphrey parties must finish by HX eleven o ' clock and ~!iht your 

cooperation we ' ll beat that hour. The next e£ event might be entitled 

Hubert Humphrey, this is your life . And , in order to have it most 

effective, these candles at the tables , take a spoon or a napkin or 

sometHing and put the candles ou t. And , one of men whos entertained 

millions in this country , sk~ who helped stage this event tonight, 

Dory Cherrie , will present this special feature . Dory .... 

udio Presentation 

Ji:e:it:it}$:XXRRRkKX 

Very special and a very beautiful tribute, thank you very much 

Dory. We have only one more orator before we hear from the grand 

campion himself . No meeting in this city these days is complete 

without good old southern boy , and we have a good old southern oy 

from southern Minnesota who has seen Hubert Humphrey in his native 

habitat and will tell us all about it. I sat at the table with him 

tonight and I asked his name and he said it was Walter ondale and 

I said are you doing these days? and he said Vice-President, and 

here he is, Walter !1ondale, our ice-President . 

Thank you very muchr Mo, I had a very unusual s experience in 

trying to prepare my remarks xx~ for tonight, that is that they 

wouldn't write. Try as I would, I couldn't put on aper what I 

really feel about Hubert. I tried to out into words my thanks to 

this remarkable man for what he's meaat to me . Becuase I'm absolutely 

certain that if it hadn't been for his leadershio and his friendship 

and his special s irit, that I never would have been an Attorney General, 

I never would have been a United States Senator, I :ax never would have 

been the Vice-president of the United States . But, that doesn't say 

it either . When you try to thank him for \•That he's done for this 

country, for the state I love so much, people forget that when Hubert 

\•las elected the Democratic Senator of innesota, the Rle~m Democrats 

were an endangered specis in my state. And, there had not been a 

Rl:e~m Democratic Senator in a half a century in my state, and Hubert 

through his m:a:e:es message and his energy and his drive converted txk 



that sxaH~xixx state, if I may say so, into the most consistantly 

progressive state in the Union. We can talk about his compassion 

if there's a hungry child, he sees no reason why that child shouldn't 
be fed. and, if there's someone who needs an education, he sees 

no reason why they shouldn't be 3 educated. If there are families 

qho do not have housing or decent housing, he's never seen any 

reason why they shouldn't have it. And, when there are people who 
want and need work, he's RX never seen any reason why they shouldn't 
have a good job to fulfill t heir aspirations. All t h at is true, 

bu t somehow when you try to xina define Hubert Humphrey it misses 
the point. And, as I sat listening to these remarks tonight, I 

kept corning b ack to one story that I don't t h ink Hubert remembers, 
but I think I know Humphrey as well as akin anybody in this room. I 
have campaigned for Humphrey for many ¥HRXE~x mayor, Humphrey for 
junior Senator, Humphrey for Senior Senator, Hum hrey for Vice-President, 
Hum hrey for President of A.D.A. I have been campaigning for 

Hubert Humphrey x most of this century.I started campaigning for Humphrey 
when it was still possible to meet people who would say, whoes Hubert 
Humphrey? And, I know him, I've been 'l.qi th him most of his public 

career. And, there's one story that stands out in my mind as telling 
more about Hubert than any other. ~e were in the Shellburn Hotel at 
the 1964 convention when it was not yet clear who the President was 
going to select as his Vice-Presidential nominee. We all wanted 

Hubert, and I believe Hubert wanted Hubert. It was nerh~ps one of 
the most crucial moments in this man~s caree~, and we were up in this 
little room, with one telephone line, hoping that it \1ould ring. And, 
knowing Lyden, \·lho' s a nHXHxervous man, if that line \·Tere busy , e 

might call somebody elae. And, everyone was so tense, this was our 
great moment, a decision had to be made t at afternoon, all kinds 
of serious b road national issues had to be confronted wi thitn a few 
h~KEH ours, and at t ha t moment someone wa lked in, and told Hubert that 
young ALDERman from ~inneapolis had died. And , I watched him forget 
all about the Presidency, the Vice-Presidency, and Hubert Humphre , 
drop everything that everyone there hoped he would do, and got on that 
phone with the only line that we had, right then, and called his widow 
and spent a half an hour on t he line consoling that lady. Now , that, in 
my op inion tells it all. He didn't have to RMH make that phone call, he 
could have called a day later. There were p lenty of justifications for 
taking care of Hu bert Humphrey, alone, during those few h~KRHours, and 



no one vmuld have cri tized him, but Hubert Humphrey is the softest man 

on people who has ever served in public life, and t e thought of 

waitting one moment in helping somebody he x knew he could _1elu vTas 

utterly unthinkable, and he did that decent act, and he has been doing 

those decent acts every day, every hour, every minute of his life, and 

that's why I love Hubert. 

We're going to hear from the great man in just a second, and Hubert 

xxxe I thought as I listened to a ADlai, aEEHX what Adlai said about 

you one time and someone had said how effective Adlai Stevenson spoke, 

and he said Hubert ' s much better, he sia said, in anceint Rome when 

Cessoro spoke the people said how beautifully he spoke, and 1hen the 

, ossenes (?) snoke the people said let us march. And, Hubert Humphrey 

has EHR been that kind of a speaker, and we're going to hear xx from 

him tonight, speaking in his mm defense , after the indictments kax 

that have been levied against him here these last two hours . ~~H But, 

to present him, one of the most admired persons in this land EX . ABa~ 

Any poll, any selection, you ask the people of America who do you most 

admire, and on any list of five or ten will be the name of Cor etta Scott 

King. She heads this great national committee for full employment 

which is behind the Humphrey/Hawkins bill, we've got good 'ol Gus 

Mawkings with us tonight. But, to present our speaker, to present 

our distingue shed guest, Mrs. Cxoretta King. 

Thank you. On behalf of the national Committee for Full Empfuoyment, 

I want to add a my word of appreciation XEX XE to all of you who have 

cmome to pay tribute to one of the great men of our time, Hubert H. 

Humphrey. Senator Humphrey sax stands among that tin x group which 

has been the unshaken liberal conscience of the xaiE nation . In times 

when liberalism was under scheige as when it was in vogue. ThatxMR would 

be enough to say of anyone. Enougkxs to describe a radiant life, yet 

xethere' s more. Hubert Humphrey has been no static liberal, "'Ti th merely 

a fe'.v unchanging concepts, he has grown with the times. Thri ty years 

ago , a variety of government programs made up the liberal agenda . 

Hubert Humphrey was authoring its legislation a decade ago F Anti-poverty 

programs were anticident in liberal thought. Hubert Humphrey was there, 

and today with irrevocable progress, requires more sophisticated measures, 

Hubert Humphrey is again in the forefront with Full Empmoyment legislations 

and national planning mecanisms. So , we must add to his descri~tion as 

the liberal conscience the ever creative, ever growing , ever relevant 

mind and heart of our genration. And, now I '\•Tould like to present to you 



this great human spirit, great lover of humanity who has dedicated more 

than three decades of his life and public ser~ice. Certainly one of 

the great public servants of our xiHm time, and all time, Senator 

Hubert Horatio Humphrey. 

Thank you very much. I'm Hubert Humphrey from .innesota. That 

seems to be the way we identify tonight. I might add that you didn't 

need to sit down so soon. I was enjoying every single moment of it. 

But, in all candor I, I have to tell you t hat my heart is full, my 

eyes are teared, my spirit is lifted, and quite frankly I don 't knoq 

what to do about this whole business. I'd like to say that everything 

that I heard tonight was just exactlv as ti really was, and is, but 

there are so many of my colleagues from the Congress here tonight that 

know better. And, so many of my personal friends that say,xMkax ~hy 

don't they tell it all, which would EHX break up this meeting no 

doubt, that all I can simply say is, that is it's been an experience 

that will live in my memory for all of my days. I want to say to 

Caretta Scott King how honored I am to be presented by you. A wonderful 

\voman in her w own right, and the wife of x one of the great leaders 

of our time, the great spirit for freedom in t h is land of ours. We 

shall never forget the, that inspirational leadership that came 

from Dr. _ artin Luther King, Jr. And I v1ant to say to J'1urry Xi:ax, Finnly 

a:aax because Coretta and "'1urray are t he co- chairmen of t h is Full 

Employment group that we have, a group that tries to bring to t¥e 

American people the urgent message of a job for every American • 

I want to say how much we appreicate your leadersh i p . And, 1o , I've 

got a lot more to as say about you , but I just want to get at it right 

nov1, you 're terrific, you are terrific. And , I'm going to have some­

thing to say about all those that are uo here so don't worry, ¥SHX 1 

you're ~~i:a~ not going to get left out. ~1y friend the Vice-President. 

You reminded me something that I had forgetton, but you were terrific 

to night, and I'll remember it for many ¥HH many years to come old 

friend, thank you very much . Now m .1uriel, I have to exp lain about 

.1uriel. I have always have been chasing here or explaining herH, 

one or the other. iuriel is having a b aby . That's what I told our 

table, but really what she is doing is home because we're going to have 

a ne-v1 ~XHX grandchild tomorro.,. Now, we know it's tomorrmv because 

it's a cescarian o eration. And, 11•1uriel desided \vell, Hubert you go 

and hear a bout yourself and all puffed u . And, i'm going out, she 

said, a:aa to be with Douglas our you~est son and his wife,Jan, and 



take care of little Andrea. And, that's what she's doing because 
tomorrow morning we expect to have our tenth grandchild. _ uriel 
has taken a great deal of interest in these ~XHRHX~XHRHX grandchildren. 
Our youngest son and his wife had been married about three years , two 
or three years and no children. And 11uriel said to me one time, she 
says, You know it's just a shame that Douglas and Jan x don't have 
a child. She said, you know they're both so cute they'd make such 
nice babies , and I said, why don't you just leave them axE~ a!aa~a 
alone, that's a matter for themselves, I mean there's no sense in our 
interfering in that matter. And she said, No , she said, I've got 
an idea. She said, we 're going to go down to Caneel Bay on St. MJohn's 
island, and why don't we invite Douglas and Jan to go with us. gHk 

She says, it's a very romantic place. So, t..ve did. That was in Novemeber 
about four years ago,and in January, about t wo months later, Jan 
came and presented us with a little box with a little pair of booties 
in it and BiBB said , that you'll have another grandchild and gave 
us the p rospective, the date. And , so help me, we of course did, and 
the child's name is Andrea Caneel Humphrey. And people have asked 
Caneel, is that a family name? I said no, it's 1,600 dollars. Worth 
every dime of it. 

Adla i Stevenson has been referred to tonight, and he was a very 
special friend of mine, and he , you remember he once said, Praise 
of an evening like this couldn't harm, particularily if you didn't 
in hale. Now , I think this is HX onw case where Adlai was dead wrong . 
I have been breathing deeply all night, and I love it. And , I can tell 
you it's good for your health, and it's x even better for your spirit, 
it has filled my heart and it has losened my toungh, and I suppose 
all I Ekx should say is xkaxH thank y ou , thank you and then sit down. 
But, you kHHE know better than that. Now , I'll confess, this is an 
impulse I've had before. xMEM Not often, but I've overcome it. And , 
tonight, being among so many friends, I can only say what you ~vould 
expect, sit back. Relax. Enjoy it, I thousand ways to say thank you . 
But, just out of respect EXX fro the hour, I'm not going to use them 
all. Let me then again say thanks to ! urray Finnely and Coretta Scott 
King for this marvelous tribute,a nd second let me thank lo Udall over 
here sitting like a lone ranger all by himself, contemplating the 
central Arizona project. Mo Udall is the Congressional answer to Bob 

Hope. He not only is the tallest comedian on Capitol Hill , but he's the 



the wisest one. SAnd above all, he's raised the level of intellectuxal 
dicussionxaxaxx in Congress and the intellectual discussion in 
residentxial politics, and we're indebted to you , 1.o . You and I have 

\vorked xm~ex together on lots of things, re 've won some , '\'le 've lost some, 
and I like i winning better than I like losing, and so do you. I said 
before, an~ practically every public ocassion, and I'm pleased and 
delighted to say it again, that my own politic al life, couldn't have 
been x productive, couln't have a been anything that it has been 
described tonight without the support the counsel, and the loyal 

friendship of organized labor. And , I want to thank you , thank you. 
So, it is with specialxa~~xexgxxa~x~~ appreciation to all of you 

from organized labor, and to you Lane Kirkland. All of you with 
whom I've vTOrked . My special thanks, and I want to say again \vhat 

I've said to other, organized labmr fuas never asked me to do a single 
thing of which I should be ashamed, and I am ~xea grateful for your 

help. Nmv, I v7ant to also extend a very spec ail thanks to my many 
friends in the business community who are with us tonight. You 

are the driving engine of the American economy. You are not only 
a refit making enterprise, or entrepreneur. American business 

Haex understanxds that it has responsibilities, social xeax responsi ilities, 
and we depend upon you for so much. Not only in the production of 

good s and services, but in community partici ation and leadershiu, and 
above all, in what this meeting's all about tonight. It isn't supposed 
to be about me, it's to be about people . About jobs, about work, about 
gainful em loyemtn, about human dignity. And, with labor and usiness 
working together with a friendly government , and a progressive administration 
I'm here to tell you that every dream we have andxxexx every goal we have 
can achieved if we will it. And now to my friend, the Honorable 

~x Vice-President of the United States, knm•m formally as Walter ·1ondale 
but in this Administration Kkexe we 're more informal, Fritz ~ondale . I 
have some words of advice dear friend, and xxakei¥XX frankly some 
words of apprehension. I watched while President Carter has eliminated 
a number of things that have come to be known as parts of the imperial 
presidenxc y, . and I applaude the President's action. What I'm worried 
about now, is the imperial Vice-Presidency . And , now let me explain . Now, 
_1r. Vice-President, when you go over seas, you leave early, in the 
moraing , from the White HOuse lawn, in the Presidential helocopter, 

with a big ceremony, with the 2xse President emb~acing you, saying he 

loves you, you make the evening news. When I used to leave at midnight 



and I had onty one camera out there at Andrews Airforce Base. The 

were only there in case the plane calasped on take-off, you know . 

Ever since the ex losion of the Hiendenburg they've never been 

without a camera. Now, Mr . Vice-President, you, you go to ~Paris, 
go to Rome, to Tokyo, to London. I v1ent to countries \o-Thoes per 

capita income \as under ~200 dollars a year . I became an expe~t 
on hotels H built by colonial powers in the 19th century. You, 

why you have been smoking long smuggled Cuban cigars in elegant 
continental hotels of modern design. I XEe've EHHHX even been 

told that when you come home to the Rockefeller/ ondale mansion, 
I've been told that when you come home to that humble abode, that 

we the tax payers pro~ide, Joan and Teddy and Eleanor and William 
hum a couple a bars of ruffles and flourishes. When I used to get 

home to my little humble appartment, ~1uriel greeted me too, about 
all she ever had to say \¥as, "JVkey; llh are you so late, Hubert?" 

I would not you, particularily, rritz or an one in this audience to 
feel that I'm at all jealous, never, I'm simply incredibly totally 

constantly envious, that's all! But, he knows, and I sa th&is 
very seriously, how every pleased I am that he honors us by his 

presense here tonight. Bur friendship as he has indicated and 
let me reciprocate, and our association go back many many years . I've 
no better friend, no more constant colleague. And , you have 

already bourght, Mr. Vice-President, distiction to yourself and 

honor, honor and distinction to our country, to our state and to 
the Senate of the United States. And, no ·r you have brought it in even 
greater measure to the Vice-Presidency, \e're very xproud of you, 
very proud of you . And, an old friend Dor Cherrie. I was out in 

the Los Angeees area thHis wee&end, and I went over to visit some 
friends of ours, Jeff Wald and Helene Reddy v1ho lived in the home that 
Dory Cherrie used to live in. And, now I meet Dory again Tonight . 
Lorne, I saw Nancy, but you weren 't there, and we're ~axM x glad that 
youxxre here theis evening. Dory and I have shared so many good times 
togetker, it's a special leasure to have him here once again sharing 
his incredible talents with us, and telling some things about my life, 
and some things that I can hardly reall take. That letter that v1as 
read was really true, I was a romantic fellow I tell you . And, Dory's 
been in the fore-front of every battle for liberalismE and decency in 

this country, and he has been an exem lanary public servant without ever 



hav2ing been elected to public office, so we thank you Dory Cherrie. 
Where is my friend Dory here, I want to thank you very very very much. 
~kaxx Thank you , Dory . 

And, weren 't those speeches great that we had here tonight, these 
short ones. And, my dear friend, Linda. Linda ~obb it's, Linda has 
been very dear to me when here daddy was senator, majority leader. 
I used to go out to the Johnson home . I always had a special affection 
for Linda, and how nice of her to be hhere tonight, and I want to wish 
Linda and her Chuck the very very best , you're so dear. And , y ou tell 
mom hello for me too. We love her very much. And, the most difficult 
assignment of all is to sit and liste~ to one of your own. And , x~ 
I'm very x proud of my son!!, ours, 111uriel always says when I sayProud, 
I always~ call my son, I can it my son2 , whenever I've got something 
to complain about it's our son or her son. But, our son Skip Humphr~y 
Hubert Humphrey , member of the innesota State Legislat~re, a y oung 
la,-ryer, a family man. He did a good job up here tonight, and I've 
been proud of him every day since the day he was born , and I know I'll 
be proud of him for years to come. And , can you imagine how I felt 
when a distingueshed doctor and scienctist of the calabre and the 
quality of Dr. Jonas Salk participated in this program toni~ht. That's 
a high honor . Dr . Salk I remember when I was mayor of inneapolis, we 
had a terrible polio epiaemic, 1,700R cases, and it was just pitifull, 
and to think that I've ak had the o portunity to have, to have become 
aN aquainted with and sharing in the frieddshi of the man who develo ed 
the olio vaccine. Isn't that a marvelous thing? And then the star 
of any night, of nay day of any occasion, the man who really tinifies 
America, who is great in his wm-rn right in everything he 's ever done, 
Ambassador, A secretary of Commerce, a personal confident of a half 
a dozen presidents, one who has served this- country in peace and in war , 
who is the very epitome of what we MRNamean when we say a public XHservant 
this grand and this glorious man that's ever young , Averall Harriman, 
isn't he something? Bless your heart. And, the gentleman that comes 
to us with the high honor of being chosen by his fellow mayors as their 
preisent and their leader, one that has struggled hard for his community 
and has spoken up for the peopel of America , and he ' s here VIi th me to~ight, 
and he too said some nice things, and I want Mayor Gibson to know whow 
grateful I am, how proud of you and the work that you're doing up in 
NevTark. And the Governor of the Keystone State, il ton Shapp , vTho 



struggled hard to become a governor, serves his state with great honor , 

and he comes here tonight to share himself and his time ,,Ji th us. You 

know this is quite a night for a ~ boy who was born out in South 

Dakota, grew up partly in South Dakota and 1innesota . And, '1ilton Shapn 

I want to tkK~xank you for corning here. And then my pal, my partner 

back there. I always worry what Ed's going to do Then he gets up here, 

cause he knows me so well, and I just sit t here and sav a little silent 

prayer, and say,"Lord, guide that young man's '·mrds . " But , we, we had 

a great time together in the campaign of '68, and i want to know there 

was never any doubt in my mind when it looked as if I had some chance 

to get that nomination, that I wanted Ed Muskie to be my partner, and 

I'll tell you why . Becuase he's a man xkxx witkx~Exxx great sincerity, 

of ~Hx great depth of intellect, he's a man that knoTs government , and 

he's a powerful man in whatever he bel~eves . And , Ed I can't thank you 

enough for your ?resence togight, for all tat you've done for me. And 

if you want to talk about a buoyantm+B, a buoyancy , di and zest and 

vitality all you need to say is Sarge Shriver. That man that put 

together the peace corps, and gave it inspiration when it needed 

it to start. Thatn man gave to directin to our war on poverty 

th at man who served our country with distinction as ambassador to France . 

And , I'll tell you that man has got a good partner too in Eunice . And 

Sarge and Eunice Shriver, two of the finest citizens that this city 

and this country wi lfu ever have. Sarge thank you for being here ~ith E 

us. And, then my friend Loren ~xGreene. r. Bananza. Gosh, I remember 

when I used to see Loren on that show, and then I got to meet him. And, 

then Loren and Nancy carne out and s ent » some time with us one summer 

at our hoern in Waverly . I took him around you know , and I showed all 

the folks over at Buffalo~innesoat. Took him over to the local 

play, to Buffalo, and the community theatre. And, ~x Loren and Nancy 

have worked with me , and helped me, and given of themselves, and he 

is again tonight. And here they are tonight. Loren,xkxx thank you very 

much dear friend, you are a wonderful dear friend. Just hang in there 

just a little bit, I want to give rn sermon. These have been the 

annoucements. We've already taken up the collection, and I'm going to 

end it up 'l.vith my ovm benediction . There are three quotations that I 

select tonight that give you a fairly good idea of wh I ended up spending 

a life itme in the political area. I like to read , and I like to read 

about served this country. I like to read aobut politices, I like the 



history. I like biography . I've often times had somebody come up to me, 
particularily people of the mediRa , and they inquire of you , and they 
said, do you ever have the ERR chance to read anymore, Senator. And , I 
say, not as much as I would like, but I can say as another Seantor, all 
Senators and Congressmen can say this, that we may not have a s much time 
to read as we 'd like , but we hear from the authors. They 're always 
there with us, testifying. To be in Congress is like being in a super 
graduate school. Economics, political science, social policy . Well, 
James Madison, onw of the founding fathers was on the right track when 
he wrote in the Federalists Papers, "What is government itself? But, 
the greatest of all reflections on human nature, if men ~ere angles, 
no government would be nexcessary." Franklin D. Roosevelt spelled 
out what I've always have believed to be the high purpose of government, 
and I quoted this at many of those labor conventions Land that you 
re~ered to. Franklin Roosevelt said that, "the test of our progress 
is not 'i.·Thether '.ve add to the abundance of those who have too much, it 
is vlhether we provide for those 'i.-7ho have too little." That has been like, 
literally holly scripture to me, in my politics . And , finally Adlai 
Seevenson , that noble man reminded us that de mocratic self government 
never could EX be acheived easily or without great sacrifice. And, 
he :m~~xx wrote, "sass democracy is not self executing , '.·le have to make 
it work. And, to make it work we have to understand it. Democrac¥es 
need for 'i.visdom 'vvill remain as perennRial as its need for liberty. 
Unending self examination must be the ~Ea perennial price of liberty, 
becuase the 'i.-TOrk of self gov ernment never ceases. 11 Now these three 
great American political leaders, and vThat they've had to say capture 
the priciples which I've always , at least tried to follow. First, 
government kmust play a major iK role in our quest for a just and onen 
society. That's what we mean by the simple words, government of the 
eneople, and by the people and for the neople . That's xk what the 
preamble of the Consititution menas which is a mandate of action. Not 
a i pious plea . "We the people l81:fxxk:e in l81li- order to form a more perfect 
union, to establish justice, to insure domestic tranquility, to oru~ide 
for the common defense, and to promote the general welfare, do hereby 
establish andxl81xliKx ordain this gBIKs:i:ax:a Constitution." Every word is 
action. Form, provide, assure, every word. And, then they added in there 
to secure the blessings of liberty for ourselves and ~Xl81 posterity . The 
'l..,ord 11 secure" government is action. nd , those ho are not in the soirit 
of action miss the passion of our times. Government need not be feared . 



Rather it can be, and it shoudl be M8XH molded into a responsive servant. 
of all of the eoples. That's what~~ progressivism means, that~'s 

what liberalism means. A res onsive, a responsible, sensitive government 
to human need. 

Seconaly I learned from these great political leaders that government 
bears a special responsibility. To help the less fortunate, the unfortunate, 
the handicapped, theneedy, the down=troden amongst us. Governmental 
action is sometimes ineeded to secure a course legal and constitutioanl 
rights, such as during the Civil Rights struggles of the 1940s, 50s and 
60$. And, at 8KR other times, Government must act to secure another 
b a s ic right or set of righ ts, economic rights. I remember when 
Franklin Roosevelt and Harry Truman talked to us a bout the bill of 
economic rights. Today, we speek out of human rig1ts. Let me say 
that in most parts of the world one human right that most m humans 
want is a place to sleep and a p lace to live and food on t he tables 
so they can iix live and eat. Poverty is their curse, and povert 
is their abuse. And, we have it even in our K own midst, and that's 
why some K8 of us here have been fighting and fighting hard over the 
years to make this a more just society, a more erfect union, and that's 
why e we' ve been providing, fighting to p rovide jobs, decent jobs. 
Hopefully in the private KHE8X sector where most of the job s ought to be . 
For every American \'lho is a le and \'Tilling to v10r k , t he indignity of 
exRxaunemployment, the shame of it in a rosperous nation such as this, 
the cruelity of it is something that we should not even comtemolate 
to endure. And, may I add, we need not X8 have to endure this painful 
experience . There is work to be done and ve know it. There's an America 
to be healed and to be rebuilt. There are cities that are rotting from 
within, there are country sides that are eroding, there are forests that 
need x XHRXX8 re-forestation, there are streams that need clEaning, and 
t hey are parks that need to be modernized. There is a whole mountain of 
vlOr.~ . And , those of us \'lho are in government along '"i th those who are 
t he leaders in enter rise and labor have a moral responsib ilit to at 
leas t offer, to at least offer the o portunity for neople to be able to 
work and to have a job and a dece nt 'lage so t hat they can be narticipants 
in the building of this country . John Ste\'Tart . ill once said, "Let a 
man have nothing to do for his country , and he shall have no love for it." 
And, if you leave seven,eight million people in hmerica vlith8HX nothing 
to do for their country , they lose t heir love for it, t heir resnect for 

f I 
i t , and •Te ave built \vi thin us the time b omb of our own destruction. 



Our defense is not merely in the modern weaponry , that modern technology 
and science k can create, our defense is ~ not only in the bravery 
and the courage of those \'lho carry our :e weapons and fly our ~EI planes, 
and sail our ships. Our ax defense in is in our economy and in our 
social structure. It's in an America '"here everyone is treated vlith 
respect. It's in an America that knmvs no barrier of race , creed, or 
religion. xxx It's in an America in which at least peo le have the 
chance, if they ' re willing, to participate in the political ~~xx process 
and the economic and socila life of this xaxiR nation. That's what 
you're real defense is. And, finally, government's efforts to achieve 
t hese goals that I speak of are hound as I knm·7 because I'm a practicle 
man, I've been here a long time, are bound at times to be halt¥, to be 
partial, and unsatisfactory by the very nature and the size of the 
undertaking. Nothing comes quickly or :e:s easily . _1any times nrogress 
is even difficult to measure. So, the real test of public service 
is whether you're willing to continue t he struggle, to accent the 
defeat if it comes, and then press on with the job . And, to welcome 
the victories, but to use them as opportunities to work on for the 
:ex even more difficult jobs that lie ahead . The other evening we 
celebrated the 44th annaversiry of the inaugeration of Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, there was a great party, over x at the Mayflower 
hotel. And, many of the originalx~ New Dealers were there. And, I gave 
them this little message from one of the messages and speeches of 
Franklin Roosevelt, indeed it 'las in his last speech that he ever 
delivered, that he was going to deliver . And , when he spoke about , "that 
\ve must move forward with a strong and active faith." A criple, who 
understood that we needed to move and that we needed to move forward . One 
who had every reason to be discouraged and worn out and bitter, and yet 
he said we must do it with a strong and active faith. People have often 
called me an optimist and I'be been, not only that I spea k long , but they 
say well that Humphrey, you know, he just a is all the time going around 
xkiR~kxx thinking that ever¥thing ' s going to come out all right . and, 
j've told those who have been my critics that when I think of aAmerica 
I am an optimist because history is on my side. We haven't done too badly, 
considering all we ' ve had to go through . vlell, there are those who don't 
even thin~ that you should have an op?ortunitgy to be an optimist as 
a public official, you ' re sometkimes judged in this environment by how 
perplexed you look, how much wrinkle, how many wrink~es you have on your 
brow, how distressed you look . Well, as an old pharmacist let me tell you 



that that's just gas in your stomach. It has nothing to do with your 
mental processes at all%. I'm fully aware that life is not easy and 
that the problems that face us are tremendous and difficult, one should 
of course strive to avoid the blind misplaced optimism of those who 
simply turn away from the difficultHHies, hoping that in the end 
something will turn up,xxkaxxexHx and everything will turn out all 
right. But, that is not the o timism in which I believe . I've seen 
enough to know that :1adison, Roosevelt and Stevenson were right. I've 
seen enough to know that the great presidents of t is country, the men 
who really gave us xxxx leadership, those that I've mentioned, and 
Adlai Stevenson, while not president was a truly great leader, what 
John Kennedy said and what Lyden Johnson said, and nov what Jimmy 
Carter is a saying. I know that these meaxxxxmaanmen are optimists 
and have been optimists about our country. Perserverende in the 
cause of democratic ~~x government can touch the lives of all peonle , 
even those who have too little. The barriers of injustice and inequality 
can be ushed bac k, that's the story of America . Peonle can be given 
a chance to lead lives of happiness and dignity, that's the challange 
of America . We've seen it happen in our life time, and it is hap ening 
this very day. So, amid the shortfalls and the disap ointments ~hich 

we can always point u p , I am one who continues to believe that the 
struggle is worth it. I don't believe in xkx~H throwing in the X* 
towell. I don't believe in giving up, I don't b elieve in quiters . 
I heard a minister say,"it isn't what you've lost, it's what you have 
left. " And, I couldn't help but kx think about that after my operatioR. 
We've got so much left, a vitality, a purpose , of ideals, ~ resources, 
and we've yet to much left to do. I think that all the American people 
ask is that the faith of their leaders be as steadfast x as their own. 
And , in the years ahead, we must all keep the faith with our people as 
we reach out to achieve the dream that is the true voice of America . 
And that dream is in those eloquent and incredibly words of LtYe and 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness for every last one of our citizens. 
For us to do less, for us to SH dream of less would make us unworthy of 
being called Americans, and I am proud to e an American and I'm verv 
oroud to have had the opportunity to serve in our E government, and 
above all, to serve the people . And, I ak ask you tonight to ioin in 
this new crusade, to give every American the chance to make something 
out of their lives. Give them the pass to opportunity, give them the 



opportunity to work , to share in this great country. And, t hose of vou 

who are in government here tonight, lets not listen to k~E those who 

tell us we can't do it.Jrf we're wise enough , bright enough, able 

enough to win wars, to split the atom, to conquer disease , to explore 

outer space, to put a man on the 

all that, I think we're wise 
. (I 

sa1d~H to help put a man on his feet right here on earth." Thank you 

very much. 

very special evening with a very special man. Thank you for 

coming and good night. 
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