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I am honored to acc;ept . this award on behalf of · my father! 

I know he greatly re .~ rets not being able to be here today, 
and that he is very proud to , he receiving this award. 

The right to an education is one of the cornerstones of 
our society. The ·educational opportunities that abound in this 
country stand firm as one of our most important yard sticks for 
assessing the quality of life within this country. · 

One of the m6st important asoects of my dad's nublit 
life has been his support for education. 

·He has worked relentle~sly to help ensure tHat every 
individual has equal acces·s ·to . quality education. lie fi rmlv 
believes that the future of ou~ democratic society depends on 
our constantly improving education and educational onnortunities 
for all our citizens. 

Hy father and I strongly believe that there is urgent need 
today to establish a new education policy for America -- a nolicy 
to guarantee that all children and vouth, without regard to 
circumstances of residence, family income or. race, ,.,ill have a 
full and equal opportu~ity to obtain a quality education. 

Dad has introduced two bills in ·this session of 
Congress towatd establishing this n~w education policy. 

One bill would create a Cabinet level Departm~nt of 
Education. The s.econd would alleviate the finand al crisis 
confronting the public schools of the nation by nroviding 
increased financial resources for elementary and secondary 
education. I 

My father belie~es that hy or~anizin ~ the federal edu~ a tion 
effort in this way, we can m'ove effectively to establish 
national education priorities and better administer our 
wide-ranging education programs. 

This action is long overdu~. Similar hills have been 
introduced in recent years -- only to die. But we cannot 
afford to delay any longer. 

Continued in~ffective management of education programs 
could spell disaster for colleges nnd universities th a t depend 
on federal resources for stabiiity. 

Lack of coordination could denrive local and state educatior. 
agencies of the level of support required to maintain the hi gh 
standards of quality in education that we demand for our chil dren. 

Restructuring and consolidation must be the bywor f!S to 
strengthen the federal education effort and to meet the needs 
of the· future. 

We are the only major nation in the world that lacks a 
Cabinet-level post in Education. A United States Department 
of Education would not add to the levels of the federal 
structure. Rather, it l'lould stre::~mli ne the bureaucracy by 
incorporating all of the federal education programs into one 
department. · 
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It would provide the national le~dership - and the assignment 
of resnonsibility in ~n area which has for tob long been neglected. 
And it would put us in the best position to address · the nro~lems 
of ouT fragmented education effort which have been created by· a · 
lack of effective communication among federal agencies. · 

The need for a Department of Education never has been more 
pressing. 

But strong and comprehensive organization of our federal · 
education assistan~e effort is only the first ~tep that must 
be taken. · . . . 

It also is urgent that the federal portion of public 
resources devoted to education be substantially increased -
for the simple reason that education represents a vital 
national in~erest; it is a solid investment in a better future 
for the United States. 

It is profoundly wrong th~t the quality of a child's 
education should continue to be denendent on the wealth or 

· poverty of his or h~r community. · 

Minnesota has for the past severa.l years dev~lped a
progressive program to utilize a statewide income tax in 
balancing per-pupil expenditures among school districts. ' ' . 

. . . . . 

Nationwide, we need to ~stablish a policy to guarantee 
· that all children .and youth, without regard to circumstan~es . 

of residence, family in~om~, or race will have a ful~ and 
equ~l opnorturiity to obtain a quality education. _ 

And it is most urgent th~t we begin spending the money 
in such a way that it yields results. We need to maintain 
accountahility fo .r particinants in the educational nrocess 
at all levels -- for our students, for our teachers, for our 
principals, for our State commissioners, and for our e le cte'd 
officials and re~resentatives • . · 

We need to set priorities, to assess the needs of our 
youth, to plan, and to evaluate our -performance. 

To achieve these ends, my father has introduced the · 
National Education In~estment Ac~. This Act nrovides for the 
establishment o-f a National Education Trust Fimd in the Treasury . . ", •. :., .. 

Payments would be made from this trust fund to state 
and local jurisdiction apnlicants which agree to reduce 
substantially or eliminate the taxation of real property for 
the purpose of financin g elementary and secondary education. 
This would be done under a program which would promote 
progressive tax reform in the state ~nd the improvement and 
balancing of ner pupil expenditures among all local school 
districts. 

The title of this bill, the National Education Investment 
Act, indicates the fundamental commitMent thRt must be w~de 
to increasing the Federal investment in education to one-.third 
of all public resources. 

In recent years, the courts increPsingly have f ocused 
their attention on the disnaritv of the resources available 
to students amon g the school di~trict within a state. Some 

"states are under court order to alter the meR~s by which public 
education is funded, and pressure for reform is increasin g 
in other states. 

Federal funding must make up a suhst;:Jntial share of the 
total funding of reform in educational financing in order to 
make a positive change in this area and to avoid raisin v false 
exnectations. If there is no s~rious commitment to a substantial 
and continued amount of federal fundinr., the notentjal imnrovement 
in educational financing will be negligible. 
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The National Education Investment Act proposes that .a major 
advance be laun~hed in federal policies toward· educ.ation. 

The bill is comprehensive. It proposed to correct major 
fiscal resource disparities among school districts. But it also 
pinpoints special 'education needs of children which for too long 
have received a totally inadequate response -- including the . 
needs of nreschool children, of mentally or physically 

. ha~dicapped children, and of educationally deprived children 
in areas of poverty. . · · 

The National Education Investment Act presents clearly 
defined measures and a definite time schedule f~r addressing 
all these problems -- not through just p.roviding more · 
·federal dollars, but through using federal assistance as 
leverage to promote counterpart efforts by state and local 
government~(. It calls for a · total national effort . on behalf 
of our children and youth~ 

Passage of legislation along these li~es would make ·. 
, the beginning of a new era in e-ducation. But it would just 

be a beginning. · 

New programs need .to be. es·tablished comprehensive. 
early childhood development centers, vocational and career 
training centers, and adult education centers. 

We also . ~eed ·to ~e thinking more about the . rights and 
need of classroom teachers. They deserve the opportunity 
a.nd assurance for nrofessioiral enhancement and a decent income 

· commensurate with the cost of living. And teachers need an· . 
adequate retirement program wh~·ch . would solve the problem .. 
of teacher mobility. · ' · · 

•! ... ' • ~ • ' . . ' 

Bui in demanding the . best education for our children, 
" . · also must demand the best of .our society • . Values imparted · 

·, ih the classroom too often s~e~ hypocrisies in the outs~de 
·world. By intensively examining what, how, and why we teach 

. · our children, ·we m~y discover answers to education'i .ills ~hat 
· _, . also can h'elp ·.hea.l the sicknesses of our so~iety. · · · 

' . 
At root, we must rededicate ourselves to the unique ·w:orth 

and the kinship of. every man as ~ fundamental truth in · 
education and as ·a basic explana,tion of what ·America is all. ·· 
about. !•.· ,.,. ..... , •• . •. ,. 

This ' is why we must look . upon education as a total soci-al 
exverience. Progressive learning cannot take place in~ an 
atmosphere of hostility, fear, racial bitterness and · 

· · . deprivation. · • · 

The educatl.on of a child · is the- sum total .of that childis 
native ability, the expetience in an ~ducation system, and the 
social environment in which that child lives and grows -- the ' 
neighborhood, the community, and the nation, and· indeed, the 
~orld. He is conditioned by it. · 

The best in education -- facilities, teachers, books ~
is diminished by the inadequacy of the · surrotm'gings and the 
inadequacy of the social environment. · 

Likewise, the capacity to learn is affected by the 
.condition of a child's health, the adequacy of his or her diet, 

and the sense of mental peace in which a ~hild or youth lives. 

Therefore, educators have a greater responsibiljty_. than 
just to advocate better teaching methods and tools, modern school 
plant and facilities, and the use of the most up-to-date 
educational technology. 
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The true edt1cator also must he a spokesman for social justice, 
a crusader against the evils of novertv and deprivation, and 
an advocate of co~munities that are wholesome and safe. 

Let us resolve here and now to make education in Ameri ca 
the finest in the world. 

Let me accent this award for my father, no t for what he 
has done ~or education in the nast, hut fo r t h e foundation he 
has helned to lay for education in the future . 

# ff # # 

' 
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