
MESSAGE BY SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

AFL-CIO NATIONAL CONVENTION 

Los Angeles, California 

December 8, 19 77 

I am sorry that I cannot be with George Meany and all my 
labor friends this year at the annual AFL-CIO Convention. But 
I am delighted that our Vice President and my most able and 
compassionate friend and fellow Minnesotan, Fritz Mondale, is 
with you. I have attended these conventions so often in the 
past that it seems as if I am missing a national holiday or 
a traditional family get together. You all mean so much to me. 
Particularly this year, your warmth and brotherhood have been 
an abiding source of strength. 

My message to you today is a simple one. Your work has 
restored majority government to America. You now have friends 
in the White House and in Congress. They have inherited a 
bewildering array of serious, complex problems, and they have 
organized the attack. But unless you are as tough and persistent 
in pushing for progress as you were in the election of one year 
ago, your victory -- our victory --will be an empty one. We 
must work to assure tnat the "Contract with the People," 
established by the Democratic Party Platform, is fulfilled. 

Our first priority must be to restore our nation to full 
employment. The full support of the President and American 
Labor for the Humphrey-Hawkins bill is most encouraging. This 
is the indispensable first step in the march toward a new era 
of full employment and vigorous economic growth. The bill 
itself is no miracle cure. Follow-up programs will be essential 
in fulfilling its objectives. But without the goals and 
requirements of Humphrey-Hawkins, we very likely will continue 
to suffer the scourge of intolerably high unemployment, economic 
stagnation and periodic recession. 

A second item on our priority agenda must be labor law 
reform. 

The Senate will move promptly, beginning in January to 
address this requirement. The time has come to protect the 
rights of our workers. We cannot permit some employers to 
ignore these rights with disdain for the law. Most employers 
obey the law. This reform would not hurt them at all. It 
is designed to get tough on the chiselers and cheats who have 
wriggled around the law at a great cost to our working people 
for years. We can put an end to this injustice, and we must. 

Third, the President soon will announce a new urban 
development policy for America. It is designed to end the "malign" 
neglect, the callous indifference, that has resulted in the 
tragic decay of our cities. Ugliness, joblessness and hopelessness 
must be defeated in our urban areas, and with them the bitterness 
and rage that throb and fester just beneath the surface. Our 
cities must be restored, and our neighborhoods must become clean, 
lively, safe and healthy for all to enjoy. We must do all that 
it takes to make our cities the showplace and not the shame of a 
great nation. 

Finally, we must deal with the harsh fact that unfair 
competition from abroad has cost thousands of American workers 
jobs and income. I am for free trade, but that is not the cause 
of our problem. There is no free trade when other governments 
provide massive subsidies to our competitors, permit exploitative 
wage rates, and dump excess production into the American market 
while maintaining trade barriers to the products we produce. 
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We will work hard to achieve agreements with other nations 
to reduce their exports where current levels are causing serious 
damage to American industry, with extensive joblessness. But 
those nations also should understand that we will fight fire 
with fire if American jobs cannot be protected from unfair 
competition in any other way. 

These are my priorities in the mont~s ahead and, I believe, 
they should be yours as well. All our f milies have a high 
stake in finding solutions that are fair and just. And, with 
your constant effort, support, and prodding, Congress and the 
White House will respond. 

Our nation is strong; our people ar decent and hard working. 
We are blessed with good and honorable leaders. And we have 
the most effective economic machine in t e world. 

The challenge today is to combine t ese great strengths 
to produce a new day of hope, optimism, confidence and justice 
in America. Thi~ is the challenge to the American experiment 
in democracy today. And it is a challenge that shall be seen as 
a great achivement in the decades ahead. 

# # # # # 
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TWELFTH 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 

of the 

American Federation of Labor 

and 

Congress of Industrial Organizations 

1977 

PROCEEDINGS 

Los Angeles, California, December 8-13, 1977 ...,, 
Report of 

FIRST DAY-THURSDAY MO~NING SESSION 

December 8, 1977 

,. 
; ... 

Pursuant to law, the Twelfth Constitutional Convention of the 
Americ;:an Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Or
ganizations convened in the California Ballroom :of the Bona
venture Hotel, Los Angeles, California, at 10:10 o'clock, a.m., 
Mr. William R. Robertson, Executive Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Los Angeles County Federation of L&l;>or, A~L-CIO, presidinfl: 
as Temporary Chairman. 

While the delegates and guests were assembling they were 
entertained with musical selections by the Frank Natale Orches
tra under the direction of Manny Harmon . 

. . . The national anthem was sung by Ms. Arlene Well~. 
CHAIRMAN ROBERTSON : It is my pleasure at this time 

to introduce for the invocation His Eminence C~rdi~al Timothy 
Manning. Cardinal Manning . 

: .... , .... 
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done and what we seek to do-all speak with a voice that can ·, not and will not be quieted. And, our voice for progress, for justice, for human rights shall be heard-we shall never be ~ i 
silenced. / • ····.·t'"; f 

"l F ..,o } \. '.' (Standing ovation.) · · ·(_.,· 

INTRODUCTION OF FRATERNAL DELEGATES 
PRESIDENT MEANY: Now, I would like to present just for 

an introduction and to let you know that they are with us, the fraternal delegates from the British Trade Union Congress and · 
from the Canadian Labor Congress. 

Brother Cyril Plant, representing the British Trade Union 
ference. 

Brother Leonard Edmondson, from the British Trade 
Conference. 

And Brother Donald Montgomery from the Canadian La.boui Congress. ·. 
,,....., ... ,.,,..,,.J 

(Applause.) 

Now, at this moment, if you will give me your attention I 
would like to present a speaker. You know, you have heard the 
old cliche about someone you are going to introduce who needs · 
no introduction. Well, if a fellow needs no introduction, you don'\ have to mention his name. · 

So I would like you to just listen to the voice of an old friend 
talking to us by telephone from Washington, D.C. 

HONORABLE HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 
United States Senator, Minnesota 

Hello there. How are all my old friends out in LQs ~ngeles? 
($tanding ovation.) 
This is an old card-carrying member of the American Federa- ; tion of Teachers talking to you, that's all. 
I just thought I ought to be allowed to let you 'know that 

I am, well, put it this way, I'm alive. I'm feeling better. I'm -getting rambunctious and restless, and you never can tell, I'm apt to live such a long time that people will wi~h they had 
never said all those nice things about me. 

I'm terribly sorry, to be honest with you, though, that I can't be with you, and particularly with George Meany. 
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George, let me just say this, you are one of the truly great men of our century, and I mean it in every sense of sincerity. You're something. 
(Applause.) 

I am deeply regretful, too, that the President of the United States is not there, but I am delighted that our Vice-President, who knows the score, who has been with organized labor since he was old enough to know how to spell it, that my friend Fritz Mondale is with you and will give you an address that will have you hanging from the rafters. He knows how to do it. 
I have attended your conventions so often that it seems as 

if I am missing a national holiday, or a traditional family gettogether. You all mean so much to me, you know that, and particularly this year. 

This has been a rough year. We have had some very difficult times on a personal basis. But your warmth and your brotherhood and your friendship have been a real source of strength to me, and every day I am more proud of the fact that I can honestly say that the labor movement of America has been the conscience of American politics, has been the source of American social progress, and that I have tried to be with them every step of the way. 

Now, my message to you today is a simple one. I was going to say a short one, but you know darn well that might not be true. 

George Meany told my secretary, he said, "Now, you tell Hubert not to speak over an hour." He said, "We won't tolerate that." 

So I have decided to cut it right down to size here. 
Here is what I want to say to you quite directly. Your work year after year, election after election, has made it possible to put progressive-minded people in government. Sometimes we haven't put enough of them in. We have missed some presidential elections that we should have won. We have lost some congressional elections. But it's been the labor movement that has been the driving, motivating force, and if the Democratic party doesn't understand that, then the Democratic party is dead and doesn't have any future at all. And I hope to goodness that they get my message. 

(Applause.) 

Your work in this past year has restored for the first time a majority government to America, and we owe an awful lot 

. . 
I •<• 
l'·.t' 

'. 
' • ' • '1 r . . 

... ·~ . . 



·' , . 
I / 

• '}I' 

, I 

I 

of that to the work of COPE. You now have friends in the 
White House and in Congress. We need to make sure that the 
true and loyal friends that we have there are back in Congress 
after that 1978 election, and hopefully add on a few extra. Now, 
you know that's a tough job. Off-year elections are not easy. 

We need to let some of these young men know that are in 
Congress that got your support that there is such a thing as 
loyalty, that when they get your support and ask for your help 
and promise that they are going to do something, that they. 
keep their word. And if they don't keep th~ir wor-d, my dear· 
friends, I think the best thing to do for you is to let them 
go their own way and see how far they get. 

(Applause.) 

Well, now, this administration and Congress, as you know, . 
inherited a massive array of serious and difficult problems, and · 
we have had our difficulties with a new administration and new 
leadership in Congress. After all, remember, we had to elect 
a new Speaker, a new Majority Leader, a new President. We 
had to reorganize the Congress. It's taken some time to get 
things on the track but we are getting orga1;1ized now for the 
attack upon the problems that we know exist. 

But I want to warn you that unless you are as tough and 
demanding and as persistent in pushing for legislative and execu- . 
tive progress and action as you were in the election of one year 
ago, that your victory and our victory will end up being an 
empty shell. We can't quit. We've got to demand, we have got 
to insist, we have got to fight, we have got to put forward 
our programs and say this is what we want. Sometimes we know 
we are not going to get all we ask for, but we are not going 
to get anything unless we fight for it. 

(Applause.) , _, 

Now, as I see it, our first priority has got tQ ~~ ~ 
our nation to full employment and a growing. and expa1na~n.g 
economy. We can't do any of these things we want to do .. 1-AI'"'P~! -: 
we have people at work, people with income; unless .we get ru>.nnlr~ 
off of welfare that want to be on the job, unle~S. we 
our young people to work instead of having them ·, 
the streets and living off of crime. · · · . :.· :·: · 

, ; ' 

So the first thing we have got to do is to make up our minds. 
that we have got a war on our hands, and it's ~ wa:r :)lgaipst · ·~~~ 
recession, it's a war against inflation, it's a war against 
tion. And we have got to be willing to put resources to it, and ' 
we d9n't put nearly enough. I noticed in this moming's pa~r 
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that we have spent now about $20 billion in all of the past 
few years, I guess it was they said the last seven or eight 
years, in trying to help our cities. Well, my goodness, $20 billion, 
that wasn't one year of fighting in Vietnam. When it comes 
to spending money to win wars overseas, we seem to have it. 
We seem to even have it when we spend money to give to people 
that don't want to win wars. But when it comes to putting up 
the money to do things back home for our own people, we have 
got a lot of folks that holler, "Oh, it's inflationary. Watch out. 
You are going to wreck the economy." 

My goodness, you have got all these sad sacks and all these 
doomsday sayers, and I am just telling you we can't listen to 
them. They have always been there and they always wilJ be 
there. · 

Now, we have the full support of the President, thank good
ness, and of the American labor movement for the Hu~phrey
Hawkins Bill. Now, this is an encouraging development. 

I am not trying to kid you. I know this Bill is not all it 
should be. I know that it is not a miracle cure. But I'm here 
to tell you that it is an indispensable first step in the puu'Ch 
towards a new era of full employment and vigorous economic 
growth, and we have got to get our house in order. · 

We have had no planning in government. This Bill requires 
coordination, planning. It requires cooperation and planning be
tween the Bureau of the Budget, the Council of Economic Advis
ors, the President's Cabinet, the Treasury Departmeqt ~nd .the 
Federal Reserve Board. The Federal Reserve Board thinks it':a 
a government unto itself. It's time to bring it back in~ harne~s 
and make it a part of the Government of the United State$, 
and not a special government of the bankers of this cquntcy: . ; 

, ;;•·""' l, 1 

(Applause.) .. ··· 
h ~· <·. 

Th~t's what the first objective is of the Humphrey:-H.awkins 
Bill. You have read a lot about it. Most of the people that' have 
been writing about it don't know what they are talkit).g about . 
The first objective is to put in a little sensible planning; tO 
have some goals every year, some priorities, to esb\Qli$h ·lOur 
goals of gross national product, of employment, of personal 'in:. 
come, of unemployment, of inflation, to know what · we wa:n,t 
to do, and then to organize our programs l;Uld our goveinm.ent 
accordingly to accomplish those goa)s. · · ~ · · .· : ·,·' 

' ' . 
If we find that our goals are tPO hi_~!l; we can .revise ~tt~m. 

but we have got to have a pattern. We have · got w •ha.ve ,a 
plan of action, and that plan has got to ~ present~<Cby .~he 
President of the United States, as . the re.sult of tli~ work ?f 
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~ .;. • l• ..... ·•: ~ ~-his government and of his administration, presented to the Con- ·, &~~lt . · gress, and then the Congress will review it, will d~ide whether ;.- ·J~~ft' ·: ; we want to am~nd ~t. whether we want to ch~nge_ it, whether · , · ;\!.'{ :. • . ·: ; we want to accept It, whether we want to reJect It. But we'll fi/ ~\. have a plan. We will have a program. We will have priorities. ;, •· ~·} . : . 

~,..,.A ·, ~·-·· " When we get it like_ that,_ we'll know where we are goin~;,, , :!t:{J;· All we have got now Is a bcket. We don't know what tram ~z;f ••. ·,.: to get on, or where the hell we are going to if we get there. ' \_11\i:E-. .,. \:t ' : · .. 
. , ., , . ....,. ~-';~ .. Now, I have got another little suggestion, a second time on ; • · .. } ~· ·. O';Ir priorities of the comins; yea~, t? get ri~ of this ~ntoler~ble ' • .;,;:'F . . ·' high unemployment and this periodic recessiOn that JUSt rJUses •. J •. fi· ~ . havoc with working families. Don't forget that recession and ~ ~ . . unemployment, hard as it is on business, the people tnat really ,._ . ..... . suffer are the people that go to those factory gates and find. that there is no job. The people that suffer are the people that . never get their first job. And we can't let that happen. 

Now, a second item of our priority agenda must be labor law reform. 

(Applause.) 

And I can promise you that the Senate is going to mov~ ·. and move promptly beginning in January to address this require; ment. It will be a battle, but we can win it. The time has come . to protect the rights of our workers. Lord, we protect the rights of so many other people, it's about time the workers got their rights protecte~. 
We cannot permit some employers to ign()re· these rights distain for the law. You and I know that most of 'our ettJtpl(>YEt~ obey the law. They bargain in good faith. They are· . work with their unions. The reform~ that we suggest hurt anybody for those that are lawful, it will be a l>lelSStrlg It's designed to get tough on the chiselers and the cheats have wiggled around the law at great cost to our working oe(>Dtla· for years. And we know who they ~re and we can put an end ·. to this injustice, and we must do it. That's one of the thinp· · you have got to demand in 1978 when that Congress opens up:~ Demand that the new reform law be passed and Passed quickly. 
(Applause.) 

Now, thirdly, the President will soon announce a new urban development policy for America. It's designed to end what was -~iZS.l!llt: called the maligned neglect. Not benign, but maliglled nes~!e<:t. · l~~.J the callous indifference, the social cancer that eats at the very innards of our great metropolitan areas, that ·has resulted in tragic decay of many of our cities. ·1 

Thank God many of our cities have seen fit tQ move ahead : 
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and get themselves cleaned up, but there are some cities that can't do it without help. Ugliness and joblessness and hopelessness has simply got to be defeated in our urban areas. That's where the struggle is. 

With all of this h,opelessness and all of this joblessness, bitter~ ness and rage that will throb and fester beneath the surface and cause us untold trouble. I say that our cities must be restored and that our neighborhoods must once again become neighborhoods and become clean and lively and safe and healthy for our people to enjoy. We must do all that it takes to make the American city the showplace of the world, not the shame of this great nation. 

You know, we were able to do it for Europe. If we can help rebuild the European cities, tell me why we can't help rebuild American cities. 

(Applause.) 

We got the people, we got the money. We need a new type of urban development bank in this country that provides longterm financing, that makes it possible for cities and small towns and communities to have the things that they need to make their cities and their communities livable. 
We got a world bank for the whole world; we got an InterAmerican Development Bank for Latin America; we got an African Development Bank for Africa. God, we got a bank for everyone. An Asian Development Bank for Asia, and we haven't got an urban or domestic development ban.k for America. You just have to depend on what Arthur Burns says is going to happen to the interest rates. And I think that's too unreli~ble. 
(Applause.) 

I bet you're glad to hear that word from Hubert Humphrey. 
Finally, we must deal with the harsh f~ct that untalr competi-tion from abroad has cost thousands, yea hundreds of thQusands of American workers jobs and loss of income. Now, tJlere is a lot of talk about free trade. I grew up in that kind of educational atmosphere, but I'm here to tell you there is no free trade when other governments provide massive subsidies to our competitors, when they permit exploitive wage rates and when they dump excess production into the American market while maintaining trade barriers to the products that we produce. I think we ought to say to the whole world we have had enough of this and we will not tolerate any more of it. 
(Applause.) 
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. , r f,' ..t• 1 M 1. ',. · ' j_;. ~ .. ~ • • $ .~ 1\ t_ 1~~ • .• ~- ••. ,,. ., ~ J l~ "ft· We will wo;k hard to achieve agreements with ot~er nat!on~~~'#/t:,,f: ~ / : .~:.: ~,i~:.A} to reduce the1r ~xpot:ts where _current levels are calfsmg serJ.ou~ •9 . ~ ;, · damage to Amencan mdustry, mdustry that's suffermg from JO~: , u:;~ · .. lessness and unemployment. But those nations also should under..t-."~~\' -~{ stand-and I want you to get this straight-that we will fight~f ··. · ~ fire with fire. If American jobs cannot be protected from unfair~: .. ~1 , competition in any other way, we are not going to get roUe~~·- · , ! over ; we're. not g?ing to be an easy take. I'm for fair trade. Not J~~~- . free trade, JUStfaJr trade. That's all we ask. · • ,.,;; ,r · (Applause.) 

' Then, finally, we must lead the world in the search for peace! There is hope for peace in the Middle East now. Thank for what President Sadat and Prime Minister Begin have doing in Jersualem and Cairo. They have seized the 1\nnl\,r,.,,n to give some hope to masses of people that live in poverty ..... '""'"' .... live under intolerable burdens. 
Peace of an understanding between ourselves and the Union, too, but a peace that means respect for human ri a peace that means respect for workers and their rights, a that realistically and honestly slows down this crazy, mad, arms race. The Soviet Union must come to understand that do not tremble or shake in our boots at the sight of every weapon system that they have. We are capable of leading "'""'4'.:!J"Illl gun for gun, tank for tank if that's what they want; and are capable of also walking the extra mile to get a just by which people will live in honor. But there can be no hanky.~ panky; there can be no cheating; there can be no double-dealing We have to be on guard every minute of our life. · But peace is the goal of mankind, and the American movement has always understood it because it's your sons your daughters, above all others, that do the fighting, that ...... .,..,~,f~ the sacrifices. So, we know what we are talking about. 

Well, I think I have about hit the end here. All of families have a high stake in finding solutions to what I talked about. And with your constant effort$ anq SUl)Do•rt--and:· . believe me, it's going to take a lot' of it; you have got to it UJ>-:-Congress and the White House will reapond. Don't up. 
And I say to the representatives out there from the respective states: Don't just rely on your representatives in w .. , ..... ,8 They got so much to do that it's impossible to get it all done., .. You talk to those representatives and senators when they come:: horne. Check their record, ask them why they promised you thing last October and voted a different way last Apl-il. them on the spot. 
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It's time that people shaped up in this country. We have had 
enough of this business. Our nation is strong and . our people 
are decent and hard-working. We are blessed with good and, 
I think, honorable leaders, and we have the most effective, the 
most productive economic machine that the world has ever 
known. There is nothing like it. And that isn't possible without 
good workers. 

We not only have good technology, we not only have the best 
in science, but we have the best in people, people that know 
how to get a job done, particularly if they have a challenge. 
That challenge today is to combine these great strengths to pro
duce a whole new day of hope and optimism and confidence 'and 
social justice in America. This is the challenge to the American 
experiment in self-government, and it is a challenge that shall 
be seen as a great achievement in the decades ahead. 

That's what I live for; that's what I work for; that's why 
I'm with you . And I'm going to continue to be with you as 
long as the good Lord gives me the breath to live. 

Thank you very much. 

(Standing ovation.) 

PRESIDENT MEANY: Well, I just express to you, Hubert, 
on your behalf, our deep appreciation. 

He made this talk from his home in Washington. 
As you know, he is having problems, but problems don't break 

the spirit of that man. He just goes on and on, as I have known 
him for 30 years. Tremendous, tremendous human being; tremen
dous public servant, and a great friend of everybody who works 
for a living in this country. 

(Applal.}se.) 

We will now have a report of the Committee on Credentials, 
Chairman Fred O'Neal. 

REPORT OF COMMI'ITEE ON CREDENTIALS 
Committee Chairman O'Neal: 

'. 
Mr. President, Officers of the Executive Council and Delegates 

to the Twelfth Constitutional Convention of the American Fed
eration of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations. 

Your Committee on Credentials, in accordance with our laws, 
was appointed by the Executive Council as the Credentials Com
mittee for ·the Convention, herewith submit the following .report. 
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L( I AM SORRY THAT I CANNOT BE WITH GEORGE 

LABOR FRIENDS THIS 

MEANY AND ALL MY 

- Cet~ 
YEAR AT THE ANNUAL AFL-CI O CoNVENiro~. LJBuT 

~AM DELIG~TED• THAT OUR ICE PRESID~~,aND MY~~ - ----c~~A;E FRIEND AND FELLOW MINNESOTAN, FRITZ MONDALE, IS 

~~ WITH YOU. I HAVE ATTENDED THESE CONVENTIONS SO OFTEN IN THE .. ..... 

PAST THAT IT SEEMS AS IF I AM MISSING A NATIONAL HOLIDA~ OR 

A TRADITIONAL FAMILY GET TOGETHER·: ~U ALL MEAN SO MUCH TO ME. 

PARTICULARLY THIS YEARJ YOUR WARMTH AND BROTHERHOOD HAVE BEEN -' 
·~~~~ 

AN ABIDING ~OURCE OF STRENGTH · ~~ ~ -
YouR WORK HAS 

NOW HAVE FRIENDS 
q ==s.. 
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~A'If! INHERITED A BE~HLDERING ARRAY OF SERIOUS., COMPLEX -.. -- _. . 
P~EMS.,· AND THEY HAVE ORGANIZED THE ATTACK~UT UNLESS ~OU 

£t.,,,rR's•~ 
ARE AS TOUGH AND PERSISTENT IN PUSHING FOR PROGRESS AS YOU 

-:;::::# ~ -- fi '±a. _. -

WERE IN THE ELECTION OF ONE YEAR AGO~ ~OUR VISJORY -- QllR VICTORY -

WILL BE AN EMPTY ONE l. . .!}.E MUST WOR K TO ASSURE THAT THE "CONT:!:CT 

WITH THE PEOPLE.," ESTABLISHED BY THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY PLATFORM., 

~; 
... 

IS FULFILLED__. 

:;::::::=r 

~ OUR FIRST PRIORITY MUST BE TO RESTORE OUR NATION TO FULL 

EMPLOYM~T-j THE FULL SUPPORT OF THE PRES I DENT AND AMER IJ;AN 
~~ -
LABOR FOR THE HUMPHREY-HAWKINS BILL IS MOST ENCOURAGING, THIS 

--
IS THE INDISPENSABLE FIRST STEP IN THE MARCH TOWARD A NEW ERA - - ;nbUJ,J.I(~ 
0 F FU,;L EMPLOYME!!,T AND VIGOROUS ECONOMIC GR0\1IH , ~HE BILL 

ITSELF IS NO MIRACLE C!!ru:, 
~ 



FOLLOW-UP PROGRAMS WILL BE ESSENTIAL IN FULFILLING ITS OBJECTIVES, 

I .. ~ 
f~' 

Bur WITHOUT THE ~S AND REQUIREMENTS OF HUMPHREY-HAWKINS~ 
, I 

WE VERY LIKELY WILL CONTINUE TO SUFFER THE SCOURGE OF INTOLERABLY 

HIGH UNEMPLOYMENT~ ECONOMIC STAGNATION AND PERIODIC RECESSION, 

~~ ~ SECOND ITEM ON OUR PRIORITY AGENDA MUST BE LABOR LAW 

REFORM I 

~E SENATE WILL MOVE PROMPTL)f BEGINNING IN JANUARY TO 

ADDRESS THIS REQUIREME~-,-~E TIME HAS COME TO PROTECT THE 

RIGHTS OF OUR WORKERS ·L WE CANNOT PERMIT ~E EMPLOYERS TO 

-
IG~E THESE RIGHTS WITH DISDAIN FOR THE LA .•. [!_osT EMPLOYERS 

OBEY THE LAw . ."/J..Hrs REFORM wouLD NOT HURT THEM AT ALL·.· LIT 
-==- "" 

IS DESIGNED TO GET TOUGH ON THE CHISELERS AND CHEATS WHO HAVE 
:: --::w., 

WRIGGLED AROUND THE LAW AT A GREAT COST TO OUR WORKING PEOPLE ... 
FOR YEARSea L wE CAN PUT AN END To THIs 1 NJUSTI cE., AND WE MUST·.· 
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~THIRD, THE PRESIDENT SOON WILL ANNOUNCE A NEW URBAN 

DEVELOPMENT POLICY FOR AMERICA.( lT IS DESIGNED TO END THE "MALIGN" 

-
NEGLECT1 THE CALLOUS INDIFFERENCE/ THAT HAS RESULTED IN THE 
p;:;--./ I 

TRAGIC DECAY O~~:l%Es·: ~ES)' JOBLESSNESS AND HOPELESSNESS 

MUST BE DEFEATED IN OUR URBAN AREAS/ AND WITH THEM THE BITTERNESS 
._f I . "" .. 1Q 

AND ~E THAT THROB> AND FESTER ~EATH THE SURFACE-.- l!l.UR 

CITIES MUST BE RESTORED~ AND OUR NEIGHBORHOODS MUST BECOME CLEAN~ 
-= .,; -- Z" 

:!~Y, .::FE AND HEALTHY FOR ALL TO ENJO~WE MUST DO ALL THAT 

IT TAKES TO MAKE OUR CITIES THE SHOWPLACE AND NOT THE SHAME OF A 
- . 

GREAT NATION, ( 

-- .. 
I FINALLY,~- WE MUST DEAL WITH THE HARSH FACT THAT UNFAIR 
~ -. 

COMPETITION FROM ABROAD HAS COST THOUSANDS OF AMERICAN WORKERS - ~ . - ,....,- --=---
JOBS AND INCOME. 





THERE IS NO FREE TRADE WHEN OTHER GOVERNMENTS PROVIDE MASSIVE 
.- ~-----

SUBSIDIES TO OUR COMPETITORS} PERMIT EXPLOITATIVE WAGE RATES~ AND -· 
DUMP EXCESS PRODUCTION INTO THE AMERICAN MARKET WHILE MAINTAINING 

:A:=:RRIERS TOxTHE PRODUCTS WE PRODUCE, w~~1t:' 
1~ , ~~ ... ----·-A-~L ~~E WILL WORK HARD-;0 ACHI -EV_E_. _A_G_R_E_EMENTS WITH OTHER NATIONS 

TO REDUCE THEIR EXPORTS WHERE CURRENT LEVELS ARE CAUSING SERIOUS 

DAMAGE TO AMERICAN INDUSTRY~, WITH EXTENSIVE JOBLESSNESS ·.-uUT 

THOSE NATIONS ALSO SHOULD UNDERSTAND THAT WE WILL FIGHT FIRE 
ae • 

~ ITH FIRE IF AMERICAN JOBS CANNOT BE PROTECTED FROM UNFAIR 

L,;>... ~· ~, ... I 1 
COMPETITION IN ANY OTHER WAY·; ~ lT r- .. -:::::.,;- ~ ·l. 

~(':;..._---:-""'_______ ..........__..._ __ ........, ____ _ 
~THESE ARE MY.:RIO~ITIES IN THE MONTHS AHEAD AND, I 

BELIEVE) THEY SHOULD BE YOURS AS WELL. 
__,. 
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ALL OUR FAMILIES HAVE A HIGH STAKE IN FINDING SOLUTIONS THAT 

ARE FAIR AND JusrLAND, wiTH vouR_c 

AND PRODDING~ CONGRESS AND THE WH ITE 
..-;;;:;-. 

NSTANT EFFORT~ SUPPORT1 = a _, '=:;a... 

HousE WILL RESPOND·,! 

~ OUR NATION IS STRONG; OUR PEOPLE ARE DECENT AND HARD WORKING • 
• ., - 4 

~I E ARE BLESSED WITH GOOD AND HONORABLE LEADERs-.Lf!D ~IE HAVE 

THE MOST EFFECTIVE ECONOMIC MACHINE IN THE WOR LD. 

~THE CHALLENGE TODAY IS TO COMBINE THESE GREAT STRENGTHS 

TO PRODUCE A NE~ DAY OF HOPE 1 OPTIMISM~ CONFIDENCE AND JUSTICE 

IN AMER ICA~LTHIS IS THE CHALLENGE TO THE AMER ICAN EXPERIMENT 
- =+ -

IN DEMOCRACY TODAY. AND IT IS A CHALLENGE THAT SHALL BE SEEN AS 

--I 
A GREAT ACHIVEMENT I THE DECADES AHEAD. 1 

!a 
I 

# # # # # 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 




