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How tell about these last few days?

First, they all seem to collapse into ome long day - ome whole time, -
largely becaunse we did slmost the same things, or variatioms on the same things each
night, going back over the same routes, visiting the same little out-of-the-way
quarters, trying to get to a certain place by a certain time before the fountains
went off, or ths dancing stopped. And there wvas a marked crescendo of meotivity.
Monday 1t was wnofficial and mostly G.I. localized in the Madeleins area, very
funny and rather drunken, - coralling and stopping of cers, rocking them 1ike great
mu.mmmumnumuw.m-mummmw-wm
and day was the great celebration with full affects;
ught:-uﬂ-pm:m;ﬁu and yot still 1t was too new to be credible and so
Vednesday's gaiety wes even more unchained and wholesale and joyous. Thursday
night somehow it was all over, the bouleverds nmot blacked out any mors but back to
normel lighting, - normal modified lighting, that is, because, except for ths Rus
de la Paix, and some other old streets that had kppt their anolent gas reverberes,
the Eus de Rivoli, for instange, with its endlems string of pearly gloves, every
third or fourth one missing now, except for these that always had a special diffused
nu,mmpumm\mmummwn.qmtnuau.
deflected arrangement that oast all the light d, With a
diffusion them, and no more fountains, and everyone tired, and the bars d.naugw
and closing, one sesmed to understand, and went home to bed.

1 slept two different times during the whole sixty hour period but mostly
by day whén it got hot and glarey on the streets.

To begin at the beginning, themi the first evening had taught me the
dangers of going about in a ear. The springs on my poor old Chang Kal Chek couldn't
have teken the human cocktail treatment so I decided %o stay way out on the perimster
of the erowded mres, or else leave the osr at home,

Tussday afterncon, after a late lunch with Floremce at the Meurice (I can
mﬂmﬂ.ihtthullqhmnwmiwm!hubhm,llw.u!‘
negessity, for the srowds, Thers was no erganised parade and yet little sporadic
groups formed and marched together singing and waving flags. Whers there wers no
flags they just carried "NO PARKING® signs, or branches of trees, and marched behind
them, No vehioles wers visible, tut all over were shapeless mounds of crowded,
olu bumanity, entire living pyramids that eased along at mnail's pace, and
» » somevhere inside these shouting, waving, gesticulating masses was a man at a
sst of controls diresting the #hings along, Lord only mows howl In the gemeral
direction of the Are do Thiomphe. Although the jeep is by no means tha largest of
ocars, it seemed to be abls to carry the biggest loads plenty of flat standing snd
sitiing surface, I guess, and no springs. mu:lqrnmllhnm;mm-am
little square smdguard that eventually touched the wheel, and burmed the tire, mnd
then some sort of control had to be axercised. One wey to shed extra persommel from
the juggernaut was to put on the brake suddenly and everyoms fell off forwards,
or elss to start wp bruskly, in which eass everyone toppled of{ behind 1ike the White
Inight in Alice in Wonderland, Closed cars were less ploturesque although the figures
along the mudguards in Michaslangelesque position were surely the most comfortable of
all, Trucks were sbsolutely behamotnie] I saw one coming down the Rus Royale
that looked 1ike a grandstand on the move, m whole section of a football stadimm
arbulant, And 1t was remarkable that the groups were invariably mixed, old and
young, civilians and military, all nations, all branches of the service, tmt
especially military and babes, - these last as often as possible dressed in red or
white or blue, or all thres. Florence and I just sat on the stone coping that rums



around the Concords for hours on end watching the ebb and flow of the crowd townrd
the Etoile, where Defaulls was dus to say scmething over the Unknown Scldier. The
sky was full of planes drepping coloured streamers and flares and gooming ths square, -
irregular cannon salvos shook the earth, the water from the fountains doused the crowd
as the wind shook 1t, and countless flags flapped and fluttersd sgainst the light blus
sky,

Hemark that nothing was planned, nothing was organised, nothing was policed.
¥ear us on the pavement was a 0,1, who had removed his blouse and folded it into a
neat pillow and was sleeping peacefully onm it through the whole fracas! From time
to time = loud spesksr would amnounce what was going om at the Are, or would play
8 nice gay record ( omos it was "If you Go In" from Iolanthel) I wasn't aware of
any military susic at all, And 1t was a strange crowd. It never seemed to jam,
Thers were alvays spaces in it, it moved at any speed it wanted, it formed into
eireles for dsneing purposes, or colusns for marching, or wedges to clear the way
for a loaded vehicle, or just smbled. Thers vere girls im peasant costumes,
Alsaciemnes with big black bows on their heads, Bretonnes with tall white laoce
cylindres. One could see that the children's elothes wers mostly hand-me-downs,
nothing seemed to fit., A%t one point a woman was k over by a ing car,
was picked wp red and groaning, placed in the car thet had smacked her down and
trundled away, A group of Bast Indians carried a black Ghoom onm their shoulders,
and a phalanz of Foreign Leglonnaires was topped by a couple of young Russian
of ficers who were handling bottles like Indian Qlube. Oomfiste silence fell over one
section vhan a convey of lumber trucks with German Prison laborers abroad passed
rather rapidly through a cornar of the sgquare, Only faint whistling and boolng oomld
e heard, and although the Jerries lay very low on the trucks they were not mobbed,
although they looked as though they expected 1t. They just didn't fi% into the
pleture, Mmpl-kofnm;nmdpﬂmlhmmﬂ&amlﬂ
painted roughly across their backs, "Edegs s two p pers wore Assrican
Beauties in their shirtfronts with the stems gxntrnung One 11ttle kid wore a G.I.
helmet, proudly, I am sure, because he wouldn't quite 1%; but he must have Semm very
1ittle of what went on because it came down to his shoulders all around, and when
his mother ealled him hs had to struggle uwp cut of it to answer. At ome point I
heard an Americsn ask of a Frenchman if he might kiss his girl, and the Fremchman
said, "Oertainly, go shsad, ne vous genes pas] faltes, Mons faites]" But he did stand
thers a 1ittle nervously and looked a couple of times at his watch while the soldier
ate her wp, Finally while our heads were buzsing and we felt hot and Shirsty, we
started over toward the Rus Boissy d'Anglas, past the American Embassy to the (lub
Interallis. In the embassy window, on an upper floor was a fine locking, clean,
shiny man in khaki shirt smiling and waving, Florence said: "Looks like Eiseshowerl"
and, of course, 1t was Bisenhower., The word got around rapidly; "Olest lui, le gensral
A-1-sen ha-u~e-rl" and he was given such a hand that he finally withdrew, tears stream-
ing down his smiling checks, or he =ight hawe stolem the show,

We recuprated in the deep cool green gardem of the Interallie, drinking
champagne until dimnertime. Afterwards, with a reinforcement of Russell ¥od Ernst
we took the oar and started down along the quais to be near Notre Dame when the
lights first cams on. Thers on the Ile 5, Louils, we came agross the first old-style
sidevalk bal susstte with Rens Olair decorations and a lot of children dansing im
growps of twos and threes and fours., Ome single electrie light bAlb hung high in
the middle of the narrow street, illumined the scems; and the garlands of tiny flags
hung liks an arbor from house to houss, and two small blstros furnished chairs for
the onlockers. We pitched in, and after a few romds of javas with miscellansous
sctners (Bussell at one time, protestingly in the arms of a big fat man]) we were
bhailed into ome of the bars and given white wins, A few women trought their husbands
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T 4 deportees looki ant "beat-up" but happy, mnd every
oongra $ed everyone else, and kissed everyone else, and the ghildren climbed
and hung confettl in our hair, It finally got a little hot and oclowe,
or two go's at the "Oarpet Dance® we took off over the river to the

the qual where Notre Dams can best be seen.

The great banks of searchlights went wp while the sky was still a rich
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seemed to be mads of old ivory. The bells
to peal loudly and 1y, amd ) went "Ahl" The L0.?'s delivering
the quais so ths sailors gould ses, and they cheared
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As nigh we slowly made the rounds; the Pantheon, serens and
{solated on its hilltop, only the dome illuminated; the Iuxembourg warm and pinkly
1it, its battle scars scarcely showing; the Invalides, always one of my favorite
monumenits, flashing gold sgalast a deep blue sky, the Chaillot dimly and evenly
plcked out by a battery of searchlights way over on the Eiffel Tower, its fountains,
reliecs of the World's Fair, arching p 1y and deafeningly mcross the glgantiec
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The whole centar artery of Ooncorde-~Champs Elysees presented such a
hasard that we had to come at the Aro de Triomphe by way of the Boisl But it vas
worth while, for surely it was ths most beautiful of all. In the simplest way the
"Big Five" flags hung loosely inside the arch, the tri-coler in the center, flanked
‘.rlhlih:l.nl’mknl\hlhnmltrlpohﬂth&hl-ryroﬂﬂlmxt.hl

and Rusaian framing them., They must have each been the sise of a tennis
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inating, and then ing its place as the evening bresze billowed them out
mﬁl-honnl.uu-. After a pauses

we abandomed the ear and let cursslves be swept along by the human river; somatimes
1% was alsost frighteningly packed into the
another and all reached the dark Serrsoce vhers we could look down en the vast oliy.
It was like one of thoss old maps they used to publish that show only tha famous
momuments. The buildings wers like tiny toys pin-pointed with light in a tlack
field, and & dim roar and hullaballoo yose from the city like the purrings of a
glgantio oat,

I can't remember quite how we got down that tima, as we did much the
sames thing the next night, but I recall passing the Opera which was lit-up while
on the surface and red behind the arcades, and the Vendome columm, with an absurd
unquln!mm people on that mtmhlmlht runs arcund the top, like

& Bemelmans drawing, The party broke up and I Pgared" the "Voiture", and pushed
off on foot %o further integrate, we call it in the Alr Component, nltl.ugum
sometims around daybreak.
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The next night 1t ssemed to last until still later, emd thers were
‘bonfires and bonfire dsmoes in & guarter that I can't even identify mow; and
1 shall remesber alvays a veyy young infantryman vith a wound not more than a
week old in his shoulders, standing, arying, in front of a bonfire., Ho asked
me if one gould still get a drink, and I found a bar thet didn't close wntil
very late, so we had n few, and ha tried to express how he felt, but didn't
do very well. He was still in a prolenged shock and the peace sesmed to him to
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#ss. I had fun pretanding to the girls I
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