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On a recent trip to Maris I was able to locate all of my
belongings, With the exception of a couple of Carsceni suits that
Fraok Arthur had to sell in a very steaightened moment; everything
1is intact, although sosmevbat scattered.

The return to the olty was even more dreanlike than I had

‘ from over, I had been ! . to
locate a single ble town landscape feature, the air-
fleld itself, which out later to be Orly uru-nuu
to anything I Bven S, CAarite tasy

B'-'."‘ through unfamiliar streetes and muzﬂ-. It wns cuntul

hour betwesn sunset and Lhe on
mtmw-m«mnmumtuthmu
town, the bus Dame lodmed up Just beside

olutely walnown
not too bad, with a comfortable bed and hot running water, & thing
maeuﬂ-uwmmmnzum-ommum

After a very good dinner with Tommy _tt tut a1l J:oph}
at the mlﬂt efﬂ.cm wess near 3t, Augustin, I
alons for the RFue St. am.wmmumu. ‘lhuml
uq‘l.oul.y new experience, First of all, one could ses stars in
the » hrlahfonhdnh. had a rosy glow that dimmed out

except the fulleat moona, And then the ltﬂlu were

uhunu -m{ an occasional bieyecle, & darkensd jeep, and then
sudd with powerful headlights nlﬂ.a!u the facade of
one bad never noticed bDefore, -- ome's ahadow, for a
moment, covered the whole collonade before mmuom.
The 1ittle islands or s have bun removed from the
(presumably to facilitate movement of Germsn war machines
consequently certain o8 soea like wide rivers of p-n-tut.
whose in-u-;r:;-u er in onh . e
security, xuum.mmua ing &
from the hand 30 as not to be oll hrnnulacvdﬂ.‘u.
The Seine was calsm and reflected stars. VFistant monuments were

up ocon=
scious of & charsoteristic silhoustte at the ond of every perspective.
'l'bon no vehicles were in evidonce I precticed walking like a Seeing
1”“0 bolé nrlh.hl:-d up, a‘.r-hl!!i:‘ﬁq. To avoid
wh - !mt‘u- h-m to ¢t vemente, bav been masured
g:nnn-. you kmow, there are so
many bullast hﬂha h the M!m that the atreets are dappled with
pinpoints of light, but here one has only the faintest senss of



well lighted interiors, blotted from the outer darkneoss by cur-
tains and shades and persiemnnes. The sixth floor at 18 Fue de
8t, Simon was aglow, Ths light was pink. I had forgotten that

I had ordered the linen curtains dyed that summer of '39, and had
been visualising them all slong as whitel! Ny mind couldn't re-
eall where the bell was, but my bhand found 1t automatically.

The conclerge and her husband were at home up
apple » and we had a delightful wisit,
been suble ru- several years to a Frenoh couple, HNeither of them
was in Paris. It was the cook who had the lizhts on. Ths Fremch
couple worked in the Hesistance and were often away, They are
nice peopls, apparently. I called the next day and they were still
out, but L weat in and looked around and could tell they had taste
and culture, Thelr library so nesrly resembled mine that I wondered
Af maybe Prank Arthur hsad left wsome ics behind, The pleno was well
eared for snd in tune. There were flowers about and a crackling
wood fire in the Salamender, The rug was theirs, a huge oriental
affeir that covered the whole floor, Ny beds were miasing., G&So
wore several lamps, (These all turned out later to be u safekeap~
ln. in the locataire's store hours,) PFrank Arthur had done a very

':1.:3 Had this stuff been in ? name, it would all have

been » He took books, cemeras, films, linen, clothing,
porcelain, bronse, eto., to his home and office, and declsred them
as bcml to his French wife, ils than sublet the apartment,

le whom he knew, and “ﬁ dsclared

the contents as theirs, (with an agreement of responsibility be-
tween them and Arthur), With the rent they paid » he was able
to pay my rent, taxes, and also bsck pay for Gmt-m. Foor
Constance; sha lnn.d out of the pleture way back when a couple
moved in, They couldn't stand her gabbing, Ths fesling was mutusl,
Frank Arthur somehow accomplished the impossible and sased Con-
stance out, She even worked for him for awhile, The barber at
the Ritz told me she had beon 111, but is now in good health and
awaits the return of "Monthieu®. lNeedless to say, I 4idn't tramp
all the way out to Levallois Perret to see her}

I was able to round up a sulteass of ug::;utht'ﬁnﬁt
had hidden somewhsre in a cellar, and took it to Arthur to
keop with my other effects. le is in fine shape, Mr, Arthur;

looks several years younges. He never left Paris and apparently

:,‘: llnn gno a mwmnz"ﬁqﬂ i mh"’ Eﬁﬂ touch=

ant -ma his very charming white-haired wifs, done up in
shawls snd fur sli 's before a tiny stove. We drank kirsch and
tonstod the liberation; he gave me halr rl.!.l! agoounts of his
sorapes with the Oestapo. kept sa "I 't kmow why I did
all of this for you, I certainly didn't M it for lll{ of my other
elienta", - an! in effect his room wus almost complotely filled with
my books and kniocknacks., Not the least touching detall was a very
beautiful framed water color of the port of Msl inscribed
"Zn reconnalsance a Frank Arthur, Jeanne Dagur”, Little Jeanne is
apparently all right. I raad letters alie had written him as late
a8 May, &he had bean sble to sell a rug and a comsode from my



Cassis house, (on my imstructions) for 25000 francs (Lilly Pastre had
m her to locate a proper antiquaire) and with this she and her
had taken to the interior two years ago, Although she has
written every six months or so she has never asked for money. He
is undertaking to give her all my news, as arrangsments for military
commnication with oivilians are still very confused, In the absence
of any other news it 1s reasonable to belisve that she is all right
and has not suffered any special trials.

80 mugh for these rather personal matters, - how to begin
on the rest?

"rt;;'tg:”h 1 saw; m Bucher, -ltmhhﬂ'amoo
looking oxmo samne, dress blus wi . "Jerome.
par example, on parlait de vous hlu'l‘ g‘hn asked obw:u:‘m and

Aﬂllivn leaving she made this very astute remark:

by the American soldier is mltl.z the reverse of ma
the Boche know, from the front, were rather handsome, -
but the back} m kX was alwaye luwul.ml'

Marguerite Robert; I called on her once and found her out,
After a short conversation with Mimi through the dcor, I left a note
and game back next day. ln-;\arlh has lost pounds, aut is as sweet
as ever, I was implored to stay for dinner and did, n-u
ciously in & lla!l.-nt kitochen, toast and butter, spread wi

pre-war American lobster paste thlt ahe treated as we would h'uh
oaviar, - corned beef, from Madagascar, very fine fettucini with
butter and cheese, w a la oreme and npph nm. - -nm

with Georges Hobert's best is reall
confounded boy, although he is the ult ot l;gh and qui
telligent. &he kept gently but firmly shutting all -uas.n;
80 wo (or rather I) could talk., She wanted to hear about every-
one. Sho cross-stitched an American flag in coarse wool the night
bafore the army entered Paris, and it hangs in the window. She

had no word from Ophelia., She had almost nover left the houae for
five yesrs, and has worked hard at her plano and pluys bea

now "80 she can lml{.Jm whon we are all sther again in

Ca she saym. ¥ like a houri enveloped old socarves
and sweaters in a squashy armehair all mm; coming to 1life only
Ihﬂnl'm‘hnrdlmmulur‘,_, being ked or a bit of
bread turning in the toaster. 4

Benoit the bookbinder, looks as sickly as ever, und so does
his frowsy wife, = he was a prisoner of war for three years in Oermany,
but was lucky snough to De returned a year ago beosuse of ulcers. He
is working hard -lw there is some mrsmltr gotting leather.

He has moved fn- Bonaparte to Fue de Vermeull.

Plerre and hias wife at Elsa's house are fine and so is the
house, There had besn a German civilian and his wife 1iving there
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and the stories about them ure inoredible. Except for the top of
the plano, I can't see any other damage that they did, but l-xlu-
!h;u flies into a rage when she talks about the dirt and squalor
of "ces . m{-n-ammtmnnmnmmmw.
now (no one responsible, that is) so I spoke with Elsa's sesretary,
Mmo. Souguieres, thinking maybe Col. could move in. DBut she
tells me nhe has been able to have a seal put on the house because
1t was occupied, and that Elsa 1s expected in the near future, 1
this is true; otherwise, they mey get a lot of refugees or an
0.1, outfit, (Frank Arthur very o advises ms to
leave the French pqoflo in my place until T am ready to move in.
1 guess he 1is right,

At the bank I found Felix and all the old employees
(I still have a fairly hefty balance). 5111 Cousins is tod
back soon. Julian Allsn I met, but not thers, I found “being
introduced to Col. Allen one evening when I was billiards at
Gen tz's chateau in the environs of Paris. t is Julian
out ¢ but so is Charlie Blumenthal, Ti1111 ia back in her
house at Neuilly with her two lovely daughters. She has been of
course in hiding, but managed not only to keep well but saved the
business and the family belong as well, by farming them out as
et hie 14 for mes She is terribly disturbed about her aged wother
who was taken to m oconcentration camp, I was serry I didn't sees ber,
but Neuilly is awfully far out when visits have to be made mostly
on foot.

Fo of Ophelism. nsm and Jean ds Limir are
in the country (this from their concierge) and are well. 5o is
Marina, although no one knows whare she 1s. The Lavi Alvares
family ("Lilly Albatross” as Digk used to call them) who ran the
Boite s Musigue are still in their hide-out but are expected back
any day, - the older ones, that is, The two sons are in concentra=-
tion oamps in Germany. 1 read cards from them, They ure apparent-
1y 0.k, Everyone by the way, speaks of the Red Cross prisoner
packages as having been the one bright spot of those years.

In the street I saw Lifar (rumored in jail), and at an-
other time Andre Dubonnet, Heither of them looked very much the
worse for wear, I had a charming visit with Andre de ere, an
unple of one of my friends of the one-five squadron and he trisd to
take me to a Breteuil soires, but I couldn't make it, Harry
Seodraft sad Hamy Meriure eye e ket kit ALY

are . has no ‘d from = ~apparentl
awfully hard to get to Paris.

At one time or another I have had many oceasions to go to
the Gare 5t, Lasare, but never before to pay a visit to lorman Slade
in hia officel He was so nice, We had two get-togethers and a
lunch, and he read me letters and showed me plotures, and told me
about the birth of Maud's little girl, a fact of which 1 was en=-
tirely ignorant, He kept reminding me of Louis, His uniform hangs
about him 1ike a greatesat, - apparently he has lost pounds.



At another time, while looking into a shop window on the

Fue de Rivoli, 1 » aware of Tommy Oakes at my elbow,.
He told me of mothar's p to New York,(1 have had almost no news
now for over eight weeoks) and Maudie's e for Mexico, I
also finally contacted Col. Stovall, Mike's nephew, and my good
Mentor; and he was able to clear up several mysteries of my army
caresr for me. He gave me a most delicious dimmer and took me with
a large WILM the Lido, HReally a fine fellow, I to see
him v happens to be a great friend of Col. Ervin, my

o bosm,

S0 mush for ﬂeﬂo. NHow a 1ittle about feminins fashion.
Correspondents at the liberation spoke of girls on bloyoles with
sun-burned legs and IW“ dresses, This was pummer garb.
Now that the winter tol are omt one can see that the organism -
of style has gons on svolving independsntly of the ocutside world,
with which I guess it had little or no scontact, Well, it has gone
quite another way, The silhouette is astonishing., All skirts are
knee and very full, - all sleeves and .huﬂ‘u are full,
all are belted and small., The shoes have built-up soles,
awn h-gnd the necessities of wartime soconomy, but it is partiou-
hrIy the hats that mstonish, These orown the same strange coiffures
that we have in Ameriea, - the high dour before at the same time
as the low chignon behind, Above this is either a turban or a
on a

The turban is a searf wound over a form which is symmetrical and
and the fringec ‘of the searf often heng down on =%
one nide, an bonnet is a felt affair covered with feathers or
ribbons, flaring at the top at least a foot above the head. The
final effect of the diabolo silhoustte and the wide upper s
is very 1835 = 40, It is not altogether pleasing. On a blaycle
it is amazing.

The theatre is starting up again, I went to performances
of "Ta Bouche" and "La Haut" both by Maurice Yvain and dating from
about twenty yesars ago. The first was especially good, It wanm at
Mogador and the orchestra and voices were n delight, I thought '
back to our first trip to Paris in 1982 when we saw it in the tiny
Deunou theatre., Mollere is playing nwr(:h-n. T saw Dullin's
Avars, ths Vieux Colombler's Zecapin and tried to get to the
comedie's Malade Imsginaire but couldn't, The Comedis opened with
& Soiree des Peotes de la Liberation with resdinrs from Aragen

s

Claudel and other Walt Whi The .
tre offored one mct plays by 0'Neill, Coward, Giono, Gogol.

Very fow of ths old names we knew and loved; no Guitry, no Daty,
no Pitoeff, no Morlay, no Jouvet, no O@cotesu, no Eernstein, no
Boushet, Lots of music starting, several perforsances of the
Faure Hequien, noms of which eould 1 get to, darn 1t] Impossible
to squeess into the openings of the concervatolire and the various

ber music all sold out weeks in advanoce, although cer-
tain performances sre reserved for the American military.
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Now for the Salon d'Automne; it 1s most interestingl
In fact, 1t caused such s scandal at the vernissage that there are
blue spots on the walls of that new museum building Qual de Toklo

on
out to be & bicyole seat with & pair of handlebars mounted behind
1t! ¥ore surprising to me even than the Plosssos sre two small
Braques that indicate m very great ovolution of style and method, -
black and white again snd much rich purple, - with an arsbesque snd
linear rhythm far more energetic than before, Matisse is repre-
sented by m beautiful but not very recent still 1ife. Honnard has
of color and pattern, whiter and clearer and more subtle
even than before. Lhote, Gromaire and Marquet are doing the same
sort of stuff as before. Des and Friesz are not in evidence.
Soutine has died, so has Ma e Denie, - both had retrospeotive
exhibits covering all periods. Cons among ths new young
are Gruber and Tailleux. The first has a large and un-
esnive nude Job seated on a ghair in an empty alleyway. No
sign at all of His former flare for color and silvery
Tailleux has turnmed frem his J. E. Blanchisserie and is .“2
Fauve work, Many of these men are returning to the 1910 periods
of Dufy, Derainssnd Leger, Red ig the predominating color. I was
tm}odto buy several Tailleux that I saw later in a gallery but
didn't get around to it, Prices of well known painters as well as
fine rugs snd jewsla are absolutely prohibitive.

Most of the shops and restaurants are open (except for
emm- German or collaborationists houses such as Heinkel
and 8), - but sating away from the messes is not too matls-
fuctory and useless anyway because the messes are so good. The
night clubs are all in stence, but very sxpensive. A Martine at
the Ritz bar coats $1.20.

A conspicuous ghange in the mspect of ths olty is the
sbsence of many bronze statues. One didn't perheps remember just
what was commemorated st the of the 5t, Germai
and Boul, Raspall or even behind the Madelaine, - but the ped
ars ll;;? now, ms are several in the Tuileries and the long Quais.
Henry 1s still on the Pomp Neuf amd so is Louis XIV in the round
square, Both Joans of Are are in e but Shakespears han gone
from the Soul., Hausaman Diderot still sits in fromt of Cipp's
but Voltaire is !:m from his place and so iz tha fine CI:R:I“ sphers
from the avenue 1'0Observatorie. As a matter of faot, Luxem=
bourgh is very shocking indeed. The gardens are still closed be=-
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cause of .lluﬂ -I? esarthworks and concrete pillboxes ::: be seen

through the gtu.n the tree trunks are s battered;
the rear facade of is pock-marked and the paluce itself
has suffered materianlly without being actually destroyed. All along
the sidewalks and walls in thia er are little mounds of flowers
with plaques indicating where and how such and such a man or woman
died, Mmmm:-thmmn—mthtmm
to pick one's way throﬁ(hthul. Thesa also are to be seen on the
Place de 1a Concorde and along the Hue de Rivoli, All over here
mnnmmmummm

war. The Tulleriss are the world'a fineat -mnm.. For soms
4n this

the in..::u - are no laass shooking
pursly 18th eentury than the tomato vines that alternate
with the rose trees in the flower beds.

As a matter of r-u. Paris has never been as beautiful,
It seemed to me that the vast harmony of its layout, - &
that is man-made in its entirety (except for the modest pmmo
of the river and certain small, slmost mmumbh nills) -
ey Eanoare Sinthe,” s ity of precpeotE Jined ::1‘\%
ma iy Bquare, prospectives w
r-ocu. of rhythmic bridges and mzlo monuments perfectly framed, -
hat thia ensemble, surpassing even the moat perfect -in‘h master-
wdn‘ “the 01ty as the greatest work of ert one oan ex-
pect to mes on earth,
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