14 June 1960
120 E, 19th 8%,

Dear Jerome,

I 1iked "The Sand Castle” very much, Toward the end,
I oried. This I take as auguring well for both of us. You
aaked, however, for specific s stions, If I had a soript
1 oould make out-of-hand eriticisms about even
more scsnes than I can remember.

I think, in the h-sm‘mn the camera foouses om
the shell, the clashing of cymbals is trite. This happans twiocs,
I am reminded of the commercial symbolism NEEEN whioch usually
socompaniss Hollywood "speectaculars,” I would make exmotly
the same oritioimm later in the film when the camera rises
above the girole of psopls standimg around the sand castle
and there is an mcoempaniment of volees, sighing, on the sound-track,

in a% the beginning, I think the MEEENK scene betwoen
the mother and her children is too lemgs The woman is stiff,
The s A8 I ber, goea back and forth twics between
the children and their mother, Onoce is

I didn't 1like the scene in the dream segquence when the
dell ohanges suddenly into the boy. Carboard spirit talking
to human boy destroys the illusiom,.

Also in ths dream sequance when the indian comes to
i.ll the Imight he 1s wanted on the NSNS parapet, I don't think

it is necessary for the indian to speak, Beokoning would be
sufficient, This might do away with the clumsy business when
the spirit of the shell tells boy to follow his friemd,

Mabel Mercer's dictiom is not always clear,

The lines spoken by the lady in the tent with the bird-cage
are not all necessary, When the sense of what she is doing is
obvious, the dialogue should be out,

Why does the akin-diver get into the sar at the end with
the fisherman, as if they were friends 7 'When the fisherman
lost his rod, he offered the skin-diver money to retrieve it,
an if they were strangers,

The $R policemen, I think, should be ocut ocut. I doubt
if the woman in the bikini would ge to the extrems of asking police
to arrest a 1littls gtrl for borrowing a palstte imife, Far-fetohsd,
The knife had alresdy been returned by the time the police arrive,
Police have no business on beach anyway. Orange County en thelr
slosves places the beach, TUntil they arrive it could have been
any bsach, anytime, anywhers, NJENE outsids ime and place.
Police in dream sequance might be replaoced SENENEERENEENEERX by
harlequins T

Unfertunately I did not have a ohance to NENE see the
version with narrative, The film seemed to me poetle, Unless
the narrative is also poetie, I think it would
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weaken the fores of the film, The little narrative that I did hear,
exoept for one or twe lines ( i,e., about ohildren SR turning
deal sars to parental warnings) seemed commonplace,

I realiss thess oriticisms are not espeoially constructive,
but they aro the ones that ocourred to me, Films I adamire I usually
g0 to sse two or thres times because the firast time around I am
carrisd away by the feeling and do not notice many details, like
watohing ice move on water and not being sure, for the firat ten
minutes, which way the iee is flowing or hom fast or whers to.

I appreciated the chance to see MMM "The Sand Castle" and
hops to see it again.

Regards,

‘
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